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SECRET

The flagpole m‘oved. French workmen lai cement base arcund

it. They plented & row of flowers on each side of the walk
leading ‘rom the road to the building. The ground around it was
leveled and grass seed planted. The green folisge of the trees
and bushes added to the mew-found besuty of the base. Bxh #7-
1he job of providing sufficient entertainment and recrea-
tion Tor the men was cared for very capably by the Aere Vlub
end Speciesl Service. The Aere Club celebrated its first an-
niversary with a dance on the 9th. Music, dancing, and refresh-
ments were all on the program. Exhs #8,9,10. This was the Iirst
of a series of Mondey night dances for the emlisted men held at
the elub. On the other nights, the ¢lub was elweys cpen Tor
doughnuts, ping-pong, bridge, chess, and resding. Spe clel
Service brought several USO shows to the base. Of course,
there were the usual nightly movies in either the unit mess
halls or the Station Theatre. A softbell league was Ioimed made
up of teams representing all units of the base. The much-
pubiicized nChampagne Valley League® opened on the 23rd. Exhs
#12-13. The paseball league was made up of seven teams from
Station 468, A69, and A70. In their first game, our nine de-
feated the 4th Service Group tesm A Tepresentatives, 16 to b.
By the end of the month, we were leading the league with two
vietories and no defeats. In the opening game, Colonel hAyles-
worth was there to toss the first ball. On the 18th, the IX
AFSC Band pleyed at the Unit A mess hall. To provide further
recreational activities, volley pall courts and horseshoe piis,
as well as softball diamonds, were constructed in the squadron
arees. A swimming pool, located mear the motor pool, was com-
pleted near the end of the month end was Tready for use. A heat-
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Purple Hearts were awarded to Lt R.K. Johnson, /0

Robert W. Hervest, Sergeant H.E. Brandt, end Sgt W.C. Bueck~
ley. Exh #l4, 15, 17. In additiom, the usual Air Medals and
oak Leaf Clusters were awarded. Exhs #18,19,20.

Also, during the month, orders were received giving the

Group battle credit for participation in the campaign of Nor-
thern France. Exh 21. And the pattle of Germany. EXh #22.
yor those of us who had been in the Group prior to D-Day, we
were now allowed to wear four bronze service stars on our
theatre ribbon for the “Air offensive, Europe," "ihe Normandy
Campaign,® "the Northern Frence cempaign," "and the “Germeny
campaign.® The Northern Franee cempaign, dated from 25 July
1944 to 14 September 1944. The Germen cempaign began on 15
Sept 1944

The award of the Motor Vehicle Driver's Badge was made
to Pfes J.W. Lyde, S.J. Bellagambe, and G.¥. Lee.

Although they were dated in Jenuary, 1945, the orders
wers not received until April for the award by the French
government of the Croix de Guerre to seven members of the
Group. Exhs #23,24,25. They were Colonel T.R. Aylesworth,
Lt Cols L.¥. Dunn, J.G. Napier and D.L. Willetts, Major R.F.
Price, Capt R.S. Rudisill, snd Capt A.R. Hand. The awards
were made, signed by General de Gualle, for exceptional deeds
of war during the course of operations which libaraiad France.

Three letters of commendation were received by the
Group during the month of April. Om the Jrd, & TWX, signed ‘
by General Eisenhower, commended us end all others who had a
part in bringing gbout the complete encirclement of the Ruhr
vValley. Exh #26. Letters of commendation from Lt Gen Bradley
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mueh 1ow-lavel work in the paclfic, this type of range was ex-
ceptionally valusble. ¥or strafing, two nose guns and two wing guns
were fired. The training program set up for combat gErsonnel in=-
cluded EXhS #53=54»

A schedule of calls for the day was begen on the 30th. Exh
#55. Plens were also made for the pirst of a series of saturday

morning reviews to vpegin on the gsecond of June- Aygo to begin on

that dey was the first of & usual Saturday moTning pe rsonal in-
spection of parracks end uniforms.

yar from the pattle zone, put just as important to us as the
winning of the war was the conference held at San francisco. It
had begun in April end would probably continae throughout most of
June. Thet conference at which all of the Allied Nations weTe
pepresented was planning the world of the future--a World in which
wars would be scmething found only in history pooks. ‘he magazine,
wprmy Talks," contained & discussion of five points of US Yoreign
policy which were to guide our represantatives at the Gon-
ference. FEXR #56. A later copy of the magazine discussed the
conference. rxh #57. The two prought out scme of the issues that
would in the future e rhaps kxeep us from gnother Wwar. The dis-
tribution of these two magezines was well received and began meny
discussions among the members of the Group-

As our Armies over ran Germany, they continued to come 8CTOSS
Germen Prisoner of War campS- Many of these camps contained former
members of our Group Who had Deen captured. These of ficial changes

in status were received DY the Personnel Section:
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o‘f’ﬁﬁrac@h‘w:ﬁ' ‘@11, from POW tO RMC 5 l/‘L'ohn J. Unalmers,

fronm PO 1O RMC; Capt R.H- cornell, from POW tO RrMC 3 gecond L.ts
Ccharles Churech, alvert Jedinek, ponald A. Wippe rman, gl1 from POW
to RMC; staff gergeant paniel R. ppriole, from MIA tO RMC 5 s/egts
clerence M. gray end Harold ¥- Hateh, from POW TO RMOC 3 Sergeants
parry W. Lersen and Stanley G- Novek and 2/1L% Anton p. Nikas, fTom
POW to RMC; gtaff gergeant J.L. CollieT, from MIA tO RMC; g/~gts

1.B. Curtis, Wim. E. Field, Jas. N. Hume, and Jas. B {pompson, from

POW to RMC. gergeants A.T. pavanaugh, J.M, Harris, G.W. scotl,
R.E. Wright, end 1/Lt ALW. Gullion, from poW to RMC; staff gergeant
Joseph L. Kespel from POW TO RMN (Hospitalized for non-battle in-
juries); 1/L% ¥m. Re Jokinen, from MTA to RMC3 2/L% C.J. Vars, from
MIA tO RMB (hospitalized for battle wounds) ; a/sgt g.B. shatzer,
from POW to R MN; 1/Lt DeGe pckerson, from gWA to BUS; §/8gt Kim
¥ ortuner, from MIA to RMC.

Getting pack to OuT operations, wnich ceased in this theatre
on V-E D&Y, although our last mission was flown On 3 May, WO missions
were ¢lown in the month of May with 67.5 tons of bombs peing aropred
and 71 sorties being flown. Looking pack over Our total o retions
in the Turopean Theatre, our Group flew 285 missions in exactly 1L
monthse During thab time we had droppe @ 10,959-95 tons of bombs
while flying 10,026 sorties. An oparational record compiled bY
the Intelligence Department from thelr records provides an overall

picture of the nature of our op erations in the Europesan Theatre-

£ xh # 59
Unit strength for May:
Hq 33 officers f1 B.M.
668th gpomb S9 (L) 57 officers 285 E.M.
£69th Bomb =4 (L; 56 pfficers 279 EM.
§70th Bomb =4 (L 58 Officers 276 E.M.
6718t Bomb S84 (1) 5, Officers 274, B.M.
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