


Gusmanding General
Army Alr Parees
Washington &85, D. 0.

Abtme: Asst. O/AS, MM, & D.

1. Ti-1583, dated 12 Docember 1543, dirsots that studies be
initiatbeds™ )
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2. Spase is available to seat & so-pilot Deside the pilet in
esnfigurations exoept when carrying & 75 mm ommmen.
nemt provisions for a ee=pllot will render the installation of

40 determine the possibdility ef previding s ee-pilet

in the A-288,

to provide for an all ,50 caliber neme for the subjset
airplane (8 er 10 guns), and

to provide for the antielpated requirement of twe
peirs of external fuseleps package gumd.

Aotion on these studies 1s under way, dut no definite recommends
ean be mnde at this $ime. However, preliminery discussion, ss etn=
tained balow, is Yelieved pertinent and may be of interests %o the
Laitister of the setion required by TI-1583.

Bowaver,

lersover, ne molution %te

the problem of installing a permsment sysbem has yet been found that
doea not Invelve & major redesign of the airplane. In view of these

smpromises, the installatien ef permsasnt eo-pllot's provisions dees
not appear, at first glancs, %o be feasible.

fHense, prosent activity

is tomrds develepment of & kit which can be easily dismounted and .
stowed in flight. This kit consists of & cewpilet's wheel cambi-
levered off the tep of the pilet*'s coutrol columa by & bean which
is bowsed up slightly te give adeguate elearansce abevs the throttles,
and & paly of folding rudder pedals with mecessary cables and pulleysy
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impossible, and will bloek off accees %o the bamdardier's sia

tion when the boubardier's nose is fitted.
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3, The produstion A=26B mirplenss will be provided with elther
& bambardier's nose er an "all purpese” gus moss, With either of theee
noses, any or all of the eight wing package puzs mey be earried, Nenee,
ever wish tho bombardier's nose (whioh earrios twe fixed 50 oal,
and ene flexible gun), & total of ten guas way be sarried fived forward
in addition %o the two twin .50 oul. turrets and the single fleaxible nose
guns The all purpose nose carries the mounts and other provisions for

the following seleotion of guus, any ef whieh may be installed ia » few
minutes tine:

6 = 50 oal. guas

L « .50 cal, and 1 « 37 mn cannon

s i |»

2 = 50 onl, and 1 = 75 wm emnnon

a

=

2 = 37 mm cannon

l1~3maend 1 -~ 75 om eannon

Consoquently, the possible seleetions imelude ome with fourteen fixed
guns (mose plus wing) and two turrsts of twe guns sach. The two upper
turret guns oan also be locked forward by the pilot, Af desired, The
arrangoment described above is oonsidered to provide rather devastating
fire powsr == particularly so when the airplane also carries a Beamb load,
The arrangemsut is believed to de most effective im thub any gun, eannom,
and/or boud esxbinatlion oam be instelled guiekly, in the £ield, 4o
ooibat whatever situation might arise. This flexibility 1s believed to
bs of utmest inportance and should not be destroyed by the ilutroduwotion
of » new nose whioh doss mot have thia feabure,

L. Originally the desizn gress weight of the XA-26 airplans
was 26,700 pounds, The airplane, as astually built, weighed 700 pounds
less. Fo substantial struetural ohange was made om the A«25R produstion
airplane, but it was provided with ge meny flextidle arrangements for
carrying beubs, guns, canncn, and armor plate that the sembination of
all these loadings, if carried simultancously, produssd am &l rplave
10, pounds heavier than its design gross weight, Of eourss, net
8ll of the warlous loads will be earried at anoe, but the normally
considersd combat welght is 33,400 pounds. Additienal weight, in the
fore of fuselage paokage guns or more nese zuns ¢aumot be sarried une
less other parts of the pay lead sre deletsd.
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5 I% 1a recommended that the above fasts be brought to the

atbention of the offise erigimating the request for these design
studies.

For the Commanding Ooneral;

F. 0, CARROLL,
'ﬂao G.n'ulg H-SQAG-

Chisf, Mmgineering Divieiom,
CC: Prod. Div, (Capt, Bache)
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