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On the might of June 11, 19.3, RDB-7B, #AL~878, took off at spproximately
2000 o'clock on routine night triangular cross country flight with 2nd Lt. Ray M.
Cuberly as pilot, S5/Sgt. Thecdore D, Anders ab top gunner, and Sgt. Doyle R, Miller,
then a Coarporal, as passenger in the nose gunner's position, Befare clearing the
flylng field, brekes end other mechanisme wete found to be normal while running up
engineg for take-off, Lighte and radio warked 0.K. during entire flight., Contacted
tower at approximately 2200, received landing instructions, end entered traffic pat-
tern at 1500 Ft. Let wheels down on downwind leg of traffic pattern, end then enter-
ed approach leg, Flashed landing lights on on approach leg, at request of tower,
lowered flaps, prepared for landing, and was then gsent around the pattern again
because was too close to airplane landing in fromt of this airplane, Entered traffic
again, as usual, end on approach leg, with wheels and flaps down, turned landing
lights on at an estimated altitude ef 200 Ft, These lights began: to extend, them
went out, Turned the switch off, and then on agein. Landing lights did not function
and dt this time plso noticed navigation lights were also off, Called tower, but
redio was not functioning, and got no respomse., Proceeded to make normal landing in
at least the first 2000 Ft. of the runway, mose wheel contacted runway when speed
loet, before in first 3000 Ft. of runway, which is 6260 Ft. long, then began applying
brakes. The breke pedals almost collapsed, and never did funotion, indicating hy-
draulic system failure, Pilot doesn't believe that all his flape functioned, and
states he would estimate only e 40° depression on the inbomrd flape, and says there
was no sensation of decreased speed by use of flaps, which is the usual effect. As
There are no esergency brake mechanisms on RDB-7B's, this couldn't be relied on, so
he attempted to raise his landing gear, which also doesn't work on RDB-7B's, and at
the same time attempted to steer the ship from right to left to slow it.down, running
off the runway after approximately 4300 Ft. down its lehgth, to the right. As the
speed of the airplane decreased, loet the rudder comtrol also, and when pilot saw
the trees, etc., directly in his path, and knew he gould not avoid crashing into them,
he cut both engine switches. He did not kmow the diteh was there until the airplane
bogan settling into it, which it did 388 Ft. to the right and 355 Ft. past the South-

~ west end of the Northeast-Southwest runway, the one on which he was landing,

Investigation diselosed the hydraulie system empty, but as the hydraulie
lines were broken in the erash, it could not be determined if the system had become
empty before or after the crash, Yt was learned that brake failures happen ocoa-
sionally in this type of aircraft, and ceausés never determined. The position of the
flape gave no positive information, ’

CORCLUSICH s '
1. Eleotricel Failuye, cause undetermined,
2, Hydrsulic Failure, cause undetsrrined,

3 (b s 3
1% Investigation by proper authorities to determine the samuse of these
cccarionally reourrétit episcdes’ of brake faiZure in this type of aircraft,
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STATE OF LOUISIANA )
1 S8
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AZEIRAYIZ

Before me, the undersigned authcrity for administering oaths in cases
of this character, dd personally eppear this date, June 15, 1943, one 2nd
Lt. Ray M. Cuberly, AC, ASN 0-736135, who being by me first duly swarm
acoording to law, deposes and says:

My landing accident occured on June 11, after returning from a night
eross-country f1ight to Baton Rouge, Domeldsonville and return, Crossed the
field upwind at 3000 Ft. and contected the tower for landing instructions,
received said instructions end entered the traffic pattern at 1500 Ft. M.S.L.,
wheels down and locked on downwind leg. Lights end redio working fine. Con~-
tacted tower on base leg and was cleared to land and No, 2 in the patternes
Flashed landing lights on approach leg, at request of tower, end lowered
flaps. Sent around pattern by tower for being too close to first plane,
Raised wheels and flaps and made normal climb and entered pattern again.
Wheels domn on downwind leg, lights and radio working fine, Contacted tower
on base leg and No, 2 to land again, Turned on approach leg and lowered
flaps for narmal approach. Turned on landing lights at approaximately 200
M.S.L. Land 1ights started extending and then went out, Looked at left
wing lights and they were out. Pressed radio buttom, received no clicking
sound in ear phones indicating radio was not working. Called tower anyway
to let them know lights were cut, no response, Plane on ground easily in
first third of runwey for narmal landing. Held nose off ground untdl it
fell from loss of air speed -over half way down the runway. Touched brake
pedals, but they almost collapsed, indicating hydraulic failure, Too far
down runway to take off again. Pulled wheel handles up, but no response,
Pulled plane off rumway at appraximately 30° angle with rudder and then
right about 90°, Airspeed then down to where rudders would not turn plane,
Lowered wheel handle and pulled in ™up® position again, no response. Cut
master ignition switch and left and right mag switches and opened canopy.
Hit ditch immediately afterward. Helped the crew out of the plane and then
we were taken to the hospital.

We took off at 2000 CWT and the accident occurred at aprroximetely
2210 CHT.

Further Deponent sayeth not, £

ASN 0=736135

Sworn "Ed subsceribed to before me this 15th day of June, 1943, at Army Air
mlﬂ, ake Charles, h. o A P

Iris E. Carter
Notary Publie

My commission expires with life,



STATS OF LOUISIANA )
: S8
PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEEZIRAYII

Before me, the undersigned autharity for aiministering caths in cases
of this character, did personally appear this date, June 15, 1943, one Sgt.
Doyle R. Miller, AC, ASN 15069204, who being by me first duly sworn accord-
ing to law, deposes and says:

%o wero returning from a two har mission to Baton Rouge, Loulsiana.
Jhen we returned to L.C.A.A.F. we buzzed the field with our landing lights
on to get a green light from the tower for a landing., We received the
green 1ight from the .tower and were coming in for & landing when the land-
ing lichts went out., We made a normal landing without lights, After making
a normal landing the brakes weren't any gool at all, so the pilot tried to
lose airspeed by fish-iailing the ship. We went off the runsay into a ditch.

Further Deponent ssyeth not,.
‘ ™ ) -9

’ .
{2 / 47
® X Vg . % l tfo/
LR
" Sgt., A. C.
ASN 15069204
]

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 15th day of June, 1943, at Army Alr
Field, Lake Charles, la.

o f)° B (s
Iris E. Carter
’ Notary Publio

a My eommission expires with 1life,



STATE OF LOUISIARA

.

PARISH OF CALCASIEU )

AEELIRAYILL

Before me, the undersigned autharity for administering ocaths in cases
of this character, did personally appear this date, June 15, 1943, one Sta’f
Sergsant Theodore D, Anders, AC, ASN 6978779, who being by me first duly
sworn accorling to law, deposes and says:

Weo wers goming in for a normal landing and radio and lighte were out,
We hit the runway sbout normal airspeed, about 110 to 115 mph. when brakes
went out, The pllot fish-tailed the ship to try to slow it down, and it
ran off to the right of the runway, then across the taxl strip, From there
it went on out into the field, We got a good jarring, and mn I jumped
out, of the ship when it stopped we were in a ditch,

Further dapomnt sayoth not.

7&,4,.,,_(9&4&1»

THEQDORE D. ANDERS
S/5gtes AsC
ASN 6978779

Sworn and subseribed to bofore me this 15th day of Juns, 1943, at Army Alr
Fleld, Lake Charles, la.
' =Y 5 "7, e -
e Bl
Iris E. Carter
Notary Publio

My commigsion expires with life,






G SIS Ac..mma-AL 878 -6N BOMB §0. 46| m NB
GR. 6-(2-43-1100 p V8~ FII-SW RUNWAY L.C




B¢ ACRDB7B-AL= 87867 BOMB 80. 461 BOMB
43 11005 VB~ FII-SIW RUNWAY L.C. LA,

NS 78-67 BOMB 5Q,461 BOM
Fll- SWRUNWAY L.C. LA.




-Ah:mr-b‘h BOMB 84. 461 BOMB
..mm“- mwNWAY L.C. LA,
' -

I78-67 BOMB SQ,461 E
Fil- SWRUNWAY L.C. LA.




: _, - t.' '-ME)MB&(I.ANBONTB
AR00H VS~ FI-SI RUNWAY L.C. LA.

¥
N R

N

I78-67 BOMB SQ,461 BOM
Fil- SWRUNWAY L.C. LA.




G AT AC n*ﬁ"_ &7 BOMB &0, 461 BOMB
.S UFAR1RO0 S VB~ FI-SIH RUNWAY L.C. LA.
.‘ '..-.ﬂ.-:. Lian

T

I78-67 BOMB 5Q,461 BO
Fil- SW RUNWAY L.C. LA.




‘\"

FBADQUARTERS AIR BASE AREA COMKAND J’dl.{/l‘p:'n
LAKE CHARLES ARMY AIR FI&LD
Office of the Area Commander

Leke Charles, La.

350,33 June 19, 1543
SURJECT: Alrcraft Accldent 8 *
TOs Commanding General, Army Alr Forces, weshington, D. C.

Transmitted herew!th report of Aircraft Accident involving 2nd Lt,
Ray M. Cuberly, 0736135, AC (Pilot) in RUB-7B Airplane AF Nos AL-875,
. on hme 11, 1943, . : —

For the Cpmmanding Officer:

JoS D, KIRON,

\ # a0 (j-go), AUS,
1 Incls ¥ * Act'g Adjutant.

Alrcraft Accident Rpt ™ . &F‘é ~
AN

{47



IR ‘ '
ARMY AIR FORCES For Action_ ATU\/

. For Info,
I‘-IE_ADQUART!RS F'LIGH‘I_‘ CONTROL COMAND For File M&R

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA

DATE bal2ali3

X ] T, W, X. . TELEGRAM RADIO

S
b

INCOMING ~ MSG 8 ARL - 22
MESSAGE NO. . 2 AURE 32/

' AAB LAKE CHARLES LA 1204552 "P"

CG AAF WASHINGT®N D G

146 BOMGR UO20E FERIOD NIT: PART FIVS AT REG SIXTY TWO DaSH

FOURT4EN FOLLOWING ACCIDENT REXORT IS SUBLITTED

A PERIOD 11 JUNE 1943 2200 ARMY AIR FIZLD CO.A LAKE BHARLES COLLA LA

B RAY M. CUBZRLY 2ND LT AG AUS 3aF 3ASPTC 669 B&mﬂ AIR FIZLD
LAKE CHARLSS LA

C FERIOD LANDING 4CCIDENT DASH CAUSHE UNKNCOWN

D PERIOD SILOT No INJURY SEMICOLON GUNNER NO INJ RY SEMICOLON

PASSENGER DOYLE +ERIOD LILLER COulda CORORAL COzlia ABRASTONS
AND LACERATIUKRS
PERIOD NITE NAVIGATION

)

PERIOD CAVU —

F e
PERTOD RD3-73 AL-878 ;

i @

PERTOD ARMY AIR FIELD COiMa LiKE CHARLES COBMMA LA SERIOD

I PERIOD COMPLZTE WASHOUT COMMA XXXER MAJOR REPLACEMENT

J PERIOD NONE “

K FERIOD COMPLETZ WASHUUT '

L' PERIOD NONE ‘ __MASTER cﬂr}l
M PERIOD AFACG NOTIFIED LS

DICK COBOMGR 416
RECD IN AAF MESG CENT JUNE 12 6 35
RECD BY AFAFC 120857 ZWT ik
RELEASED To TwX 121045 EWT :
,,  MH1026 ZHT



Z AAB LAKE CHARLES .h 1204552 "P"
CG AAF WASHINGRON DC
146 BOMGR UO20E PERIOD CITE AART FIVE AAF REG S1XLY w0 DASH
POURTEEN FOLLOWING ACCIDENT REPORT IS SUBMNLPTED
A PERIOD 11 JUNE 1943 22)0 ARMY AlR FIELD COMMA LAK CHARLES

B. Ragm CUBERLY I NDIT AG AVS 3AF FASPTC ¢l9

COLLA LAJ BOMRO BOMGR ARMY: AIR FLIELD 1AKE CHARLE: Le.
C PERIOD LANDING ACCIDENT DASH CAUCE UNKFOWN ‘
D PERIOD PILOT NO INJURY SEMICOLOK GUNER 40 INJURY :EM’COLON

PASSENGER DOYLE PFR-IOD MI ..Ll:'.'i COMMA CORPORAL CUMFA ABRAUIONS

B - ~
- ~
AND LACERATIONS

(Ve
E PERIOD NITE NAVIGATION '
' o
F PERIOD CAVU
G PERIOD RDB-7B AL-8%3 _ ' =
H PERIOD ARMY AIR FIEZED COMMA LAIE CHARLED COMMA LA FEI 10D
: . J
I PERIOD COMPLETE WASHOU? COMMA JAMUR REPLACLMENT
J PERDGD NONE e
K FERIOD COMPLETE WASEOU? ) =
L PERIOD NONE P e et
~ ~ e
M PERIQD AFACG NOTIFSLID = &i
- =
LLICK COBOMGF 410 =K = = -
RECD IN AAF MESG CERT oG 12 € 7% T —
ccl > Ay e 3
’ L e g ) a2 > ~
Wh3 . 83pN L LSTRIBUT Gy A o0
v w
AFRPC (¢ cya) AFPM? (35 eyui =
AFATC AYEF)
AFD35-2 ~AFMST
AFMMED- 2
AFRTW (2 cy3)
AFTAS
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