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(1) Place 15 miles South DAAB, or, Laa . @Eﬂ if‘?ﬂ I3 . (3) 'l;o -

Atrcuart: (4) Type and modelRDB=7B " (5) A ? Ni

Org-isation: %’“’ - Bomb .. . 669 Bomba :
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Coumaxp Prasonwm | Panacmurs
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...... [ cem

(20) RADNES ARTHUR _ j. Ire . @0=T4T89 " (22 20d Lt, (23 18 g Air Forces

(Last pane) |n.| nwme) number) {Hank) (Porsonne] clase) (Branch)

Assigned (25) 3"%3"“ J l‘-. (m‘;ﬁ.m {m M{if‘.. ( m :.’..._..1_'.._!.
— B

o e ¥ G s

Attached for flying (29) % e o {u:;}l(g.. @) . 669 powb, s Lesive Miss,

Original rating (éf.%.. (HH%.. Present rating (‘% (38) “ﬁ‘a_ _Instrument rating (37) %&«.
S .

Firet Piror Hoons:
{at the time of this accident)

(38) This type— oo 169355 (42) Tnstrument time last 6 montha

190 NI TG o e s .. T3]0 (43) Instrument time last 30 days_. N R

%40) Tast 00 days.. .. .. .. e 169315 (#4) Night time last 8 months... 29255
‘S"“) Total..... e s e MDA (4F) Night-timelast 90 Havs..- %

10115

AIRCRAFT DAMAGET
I (40) LIST OF muZum PARTS
(48) Aircraft......|.

(47) Engine(s)....|.. 8.
(48) Aler(s) .

(50) Weather at the time of accident _ﬂauj.ng and . viaihilim aunlimited
(8!] Wu um pilof. ﬂyin; on i.nltrmumu at Lhu time uf wddent _Ne

(5%) Clearcd from ,jm. Local (53) To Enllonk, I.? Local  (54) Kind of clearsnce Contact 0
(85) Pilot's mission . Formatiom Attack _
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RBESIBICTER
DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of socident. Include statement of responsibility and reoc dations for mction to prevent repetition)

Pilot proceeding on strafing mission 1ut oantrol of plane at low altitude
mcl arfec'bod forced landing.

Responsibility: Pilot error, Upon examinatiom of plm after accident,
no defective control mechanism systems were found, All flight controls worked free
and easily, Pilot's statement of power setting of throttle and rpm's would bear
out statement of airspeed as reported, which would in turn be sufficiently high to
prevent stalls caused from low airspeed., There is no indication that the pilet was

pullingoutcradivowthatthedrplmhudbmplwdhmyothummdnt—
titude, ’

Rewaum: None.

mt. Buo Opns, Otfioer,
~Accident Tnvestigation Officer,

Date .. 15 November 1943,

B 0. COVIANMEINT FAINTING OFFICE W-—SNTAT- 1
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| Haxry C. Wilsman

Pelleck, La.
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DATE

CREW CHIEF OR AERIAL ENGINEER
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GROUP NO. AND TYPE AIRPLANE MODEL

Il,

HWled AL=377

SQUADRON NO' AND TYPE AIRPLANE SERIAL NO
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USE ALWAYS ENTER DUTY SYMBOLS. WHEN APPLI-
PERS. — PRINT PLAINLY — AS CABLE. ENTER N-NIGHT OR |- INSTRUMENT FLIGHT DATA
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i 3 3 e e N (. ) e S [N S 5 R ST
i FROM:
669th Op, LAAF ||/ ol TR0 [ A S 1 !
18 | RamEs, ! T 1 N _Tecal ____! 0935
669th Gp. LAAF - = R Y | 1
18 | MCQUADE, ROEERT J. 0-749916. 20d Lt. | s I b ) | 10 45
| | | i I'ﬁtislcu = [we or |
LANBIWNES
. e e A I TN Y
1 FROM.
R [ £ (P ,_,J____I____l__h_ e
MO [NOV 7 I S O R A T :
. - - ]
: s oW = gWLE 8 " . 1
| O [ ____I____l“_j__n| AR | Diain
B : |
| %E Wx ; I___l_-‘-“_,l____J_ﬁ-_l---_ e e
C. MIGHT,Jr, s = o 7 I
‘ 2nd Lt‘.‘- Alr c.”’ |___I___’_ _____l_____ ____1____ ____l____ 3 : :
I Ass't Base Opms Officer | - : . : i
"X i | i MISSION: | wa or |
| I____|__-—|..--.-_l____ ___l_ ____________ ILANBIRGE |
l - ' - P - = | | v
i !_,_,_J_____L__J_____ ____I_____ ---_I'“.“-Pltou : :
| 1] : v N TN AN
TN OO T A N U0 L 5 [0 R :
| | | | e |
TR T i Lr -; | A N L T e 7
| IR Ny YRS 3 1 :
____I__ _I___,J____I___l____l_,_jﬁ,,, FROM ,
: l | : | : - | !
N = | . | I A e i s e T T (O TN |
- i . | = ] | .
e L L T
. iiis B b B | :
WAR DEPARTMENT | CHECKED: D ' E‘;;.TSE&LBEYP; i_t | TOTAL
FoRwM NO 1 FLIGHT REPORT - orcraTiONs | LEGIBLE AND o | E:EE:JEI:';D :EE_E:::_*GEiTi :

-

TENTATIVE-12-18 a1

-

(LS

BooAMiiCAN BALES BBSA (B

.
Pl NIELARL FALLE R



WAR DEPARTMENT
AAF
FORM NO 1 A

NEER\NG

, i * . *

TENTATIVE 12841
-——

FLlGHT REPPRT - ENGI

Lesty 1ot
=9

i INSPECTION STATUS SERVICING AT STATION OF TAKE-OFF
(CHMECK IMMEDIATELY BEFORE TARE OFF! H
m;‘g‘-"" INSPECTED TODAY =
W FUEL oIL ,
"%;’ By ' STATION 0 (GALLONS) (QUARTS) £ E
I e S e e e
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__|out, No oxygen,landing light out,land-
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Pollack, la.

EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE

WHEN THE “'STATUS TODAY * IS INDICATED By A RED SYMEOL,
AND AN ~EXCEPTIONAL RELEASE ' HAS NOT FEEN GRANTED
BY AN AUTHORIZED ENGINEERING OFFICER THE PILOT OF THE
AIRFLANE WILL SIGN THIS RELEASE BEFORE FILIGHT
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Statement of Lt., arthur A, Raines, Jr,

I went in low to strafe and bomb ground troops at about

76 feet, Pulled up @8lightly at end of run, and upon level-
ing off, noticed extrewc vibration in tail section, result-
ing in consideraple loss of control., I checked my airspeed
wirlich resd 230 m.p.n., and estinated my altitude to be about
100 feet. In spite of my eiforts, aircraeft refused to re=-
gain altvitude, I tried several tiwes, pulling back on the
stick, and the tall would go down, but the nose would not
——gome upe. I was usin. about 30" manifold pregsure and about
€100 r.p.m. and the engines sounded alright.

Due to huaving very little conirol over the ghip, I de=-
ciced to attempt & crasn landcing, Illotified the bombardier,
cut tarotiles, oud dropped flaps, Just vefore impact, I cut
switches.

I certify this stutement to dbe correct.

oL LR & o

ARTITUR A, RAIZES ’J};;’
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Statewent of It, Robert G..heredith

I was following Lt. Raines' ship Jjust after dropping
down for a siuulated attack on tangs, I startec pulling
Up ahd notlicec thet Lt. Raines was dropping lower. A few
seconds later, I noticed he had dropoed down between the
irees and was s<idding around pretty much dodging pine trees.
-le reached the edge ol & clesring and began settling
dewn for & wheels-up landing., I watched the plane skid to

& 8Top and began cireling until Lts. Raines and MeQuade got
out znd signelled that they were o0.K.

Ao st B Freiente

= ROBERT G, LFRUTZTH i
iy

L =anh = e 2nd Lt, Alr Corps.



Stateuwent of Lt, -overt J, liegQuad

While attacking twan<s in the v.cinity of Longville tne
pilot pisse=d over grouns rorces from sumlating & straffing
srount attack. The altitude at this time was 75 Tfeetj the pilot
vaen pulled up Lo approximately 100 feets «t this time the
tail cejan suuddering, anu we began losin, altitude, Aafter
all attempis to gain altitude failed, the pilot called, teld-
1ig we 1o prepuare Jor a crash laniing, The pilot then nade a
belly lin.ing in a clearing three miles .ortii of Longviile.

Tne time of thi$ accident was avout 1045,

I certify tne avove statement is correct.

S bt ),’JMQAA
ROBERT JW/kHCQUADE,
2nd L'ta, ¢lir COI'pS,

T ——

oompertisr—ov,




5 Nevember 1943
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ATRCRAFT ACCIDEXT REPCRT

Reference: AAF Regulation 62-14 Class Accident
I or II
Damage
a, Date, time and plage of accident - 5 NOVEMEER 1943 = 1045 CWI = 15 KILES S, DERIDDER LA
i = ARTHUR A RATNES JR, = 2nd LT, « AUS = 669 BOMB SQ « 416 BOMB GP
b. Full name, rank component, command - . ?
3réi s Winthorof priot. ROEERT J MCQUADE = 2nd LT, = AUS = 669 BOMB SQ - 416 BOMB GP
LAAB, Lm MISS
Cy ':a__i't*_-r-c n_r_d cause cf accidant - mci Fm@ wmmﬁ DIE TO m OP m m m

d. Duty, full name, rank, component, command -
and injury all persommel involved,

NONE

e, Mission -

FOREATION ATR ATTACK

f, Weathar -

25008 foot ceiling = VIS 6 miles = ¥IND S. 10 to 14 KPH

Ee Serial mmber of Aireraft, Type, and Modely-

AL 377 = RDB-7B

LAAB, LAUREL, MISS

h, Hame station of airgraft -
Extent of Damage to Aircraft and BOTH ENGINES SUBJECTED SUDDEN STOPPAGE, PROPELLERS BENT,
il e ey = BELLY TCRN
jo Failure of Material = mw
k, Diesposition of Airera’t - 322nd Sub=Depot, DAAB, DeRidder, La.

1l, Demage to Private Pron=riy

Hone

NOTE: All questiciis et to Lo ang
For further informatiy

{Over)

+2red in detail, In case space is
page 17, AAF Regulation 62-14.,

W reverse side,

e
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3221D SUB-DEPOT RNGINEERTNG
DERTDDEN, LOUISTAMA

D/MW/GE TO LTCHLFT
DLTE__ 15 Nova 1943
Lirplene tyr::_mg._._'zg__n.f..F. No.__AL=372 with engine type

AJL.F. Noo__g(1) 37032 2 5898 instelled
tﬁaroin which was involwed in an aireraft accident atls milessouth of

—Detidder irmy .ir Baze on_5 Nov. 1943 [t J0LS =
Then Pilot_1aet contral of airalace due to vibratiop of iadl section, aod
~made & orash landing.

AIRPLANE L A.F, NO.__ AL=377
Date of Lceceptances unknown.

Tirno since last reconditioning: New
Total times___LR2:08

DLVAGES :
Fuselage N
Outboards wing panel ;3
Propellers
Landing gear R
Empenneage R

RECOMUENDATION: Alrplene be placed in Class Z6.

I.‘nJGIT‘“- 1 !l.F TO 5
Tire since last rocnnditinnings nnknaln

Total tinc:

cnginea .
DAMLCES 3

Engines R

RCOMMZNDATION: Engines be removed in accordance with T.0. @2-1-15,
and sent to control depot for compliance with T.0,

WL=25-4. 4 / ’j

E. Io Bistrow

lﬁtn 1&. Lil‘ Corpﬁ,
R REPATRLBIL Sub-Depot Engr. O.
N NON=REFLITLEIE



317AB36 30 RDB78 AL 377

317AB3G30-3 RDB7TBAL2TY

3ITAB3G30°2 ROB7RAL 477
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317TAB36 30 RDB78 AL 377

LN ]

317AB3G30-3 RDB TBAL2T7
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3AITAB3IG3I0°2 ROBTRAL 477
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR BASE (6=1)
OFFICE OF THE BASE COMMANDER
DE RIDDER. LA.
000.93 16 November 1943

SUBJECTs  Aircraft Accident Report.

TO ¢ Headquarters, Office of Flying Safety, Army Air Forces,
Winston-Salem, North Carolina,

l. In compliance with Third Air Force Memorandum No, 60-7A, dated
10 April 1943, inclosed herewith AAF Form No. 14 on accident to RDB=7B,
A, F. No. AL 377, belonging to 669th Bombardment Squadron (L), 416th
Bombardment Group (L), Laurel Army Air Base, Laurel, Mississippi,

2. This report is submitted late due to the fact that the 322nd
Sub=Depot was delayed in bringing aircraft into the sub=depot to as=
certain damage because of extreme swampy condition of the land sure-
rounding the scene of accident,

For the Commanding Officer:

. JOHN K., LAWSON
A Captain, Alr Corps
Adjutant
1 Incl
AAF Form No, 14
w/supporting papers,
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) yﬂEADQUKRTERS ARMY AIR FORCES  FOR ACTION__AIU__
: / '
[ OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFOQFQ MGMT
.'f i "
| : / WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE____M&R

DATE__S NOY 43

TeWoXe TELEGRAM =4

WSAL361 V DER4O NR7 PRIORITY 3 A U

< Yl
FROM WACINTYRE HQ DAAB DERIDDER LA NOV 0521202 /',, o _"u“f‘/

T0 CHIEF FLYING SAFETY NISSEN BLDG WINSTONSALEM NORTH CAROLINA

DER N82| PERIOD CITE PART FIVE AAF REG SIX TWO DASH ONE FOUR FOLLOWING
' ACClDENT REPORT 1S SUBMITTED COMMA CLASS TWO ACCIDENT PERIOD
Al g NOVEMBEH 1943 CONMA 1045 CWT COMMA 15 MILES S DERIDDER LA
B ‘RTHUR A RAINES JR COMMA SECOND LT COMMA AUS COMMA SIX SIX NINE BOWMB
$Q COMMA FOUR ONE SIX BOMB GP COMMA LAUREL AAB COMMA LAUREL MISS
‘PEHlOD ROBERT J MCGUADE COMMA SECOND LT COWMMA AUS COMMA SIX SIX NINE
BOMB SQ COMMA 416 BONMB GP
EMERGENCY FORCED LANDING DUE TO LOSS OF CONTRCL OF PLANE
NONE .

f / PR F, A" ¥ “
FORMATION AIR ATTACK =) , rd

b f? 7 | Uy
CAVU O
AL THREE SEVEN SEVEN COMMA RDB SEVEN B

rE ® Mm m g ©

LAUREL AAB COMMA LAUREL MI1SS
BOTH ENGINES SUBJECTED SUDDEN STOPPAGE PERIOD PROPELLERS BENT COMMA

BELLY TORN a4 3 : - |
g /% ¥) 77 7 ’ : |
J UNDETERMINED
3

K THREE TWO TWO SUB DEPOT COMMA DAAB COMMA DERIDDER LA — }
L . NONE

#121/JH 7 / = M_"_ / 12928 10-43



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES i

NO.

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET —

NOD.

SUBJUECT: Trammittal of Regioml Safety Of“icer's Accident Imestigation Report, RDB-7B

1

TO: Chief, Research & Statisties Division, Office of Flying Safetysrc 19 Nov 1943
FROM: Prevertion & Investigation Division, Office of Flying Safety ~omment N I
JHLG/amb/lO?

Forwarded in complisnce with paragraph 1 of attached report.

u&k

{rvx GEORGE Y4 LANF, JR.,
Ma jor, /Mr Coros,
1 Incl - Cy subj rpt. Actg Chipf, Prev, & Invest. Division.

PAGH 1

&0
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HEADQUARTE'S ARMY AIR FURCES
OFFICE CF FLYING SAFTTY

Aceident Ne.
REGICNAL SAFETY COFFICER'S REPORT
ATRGRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION Safety Regiom Ne._3
: Dater_12 Novesber 293

LOCATION: About 15 miles scuth of DeRidder, Louisiana.
DATR: 5 November 1943 TIME: 1045 Cwr
AIRCRAFT: Type: RDB~7B, AF No. AL 377

Organisatica: Al6th Bombardment Group (L), Laurel Army Alr
Fleld, Mississippd.

accident visited in company with Lt, Osl. Joha L., Richardson, Captain
R, 8. Lee, Captain Puhrssister, and the Chief Inspecter of the 3224

'™ functioning was reported normal and gascline was observed
in all tenks with h&uﬁzl Sank Neo. 1, 45 gallons; Ne.
2, 35 galloms) Bo, 3, 70 galloms; Ne. 4, gsllons,
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Transnittsl of Regiomal Safety Officer's Accident Investigation Peport, FDE=-7E
Accident, 5 Nov 1943, About 17 Miles South of DeRidder, Louisiena,

Chief, Research & Btatistics Division, Office of Flying Safety 19 Nov 19/3

Provention & Investigation Division, Office of Flyirg Safety 1
JHLG/anb/107

Forwarde? in cosplisznce with parasraph 1 of atteched report,

.
L 3 . -
.

GFORGF ¥, LANF, JR.,

Mejor, Alr Corps,
1 Incl ~ Cy subj rpt. Actg Chief, Prav, & Invest, Division,

,‘ﬂ
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Accident No.
2 «-M‘_/,z Tk

Pilot's Name
uew /h,z&«./c P
(S Neture Group %MA ....-«42 4?

#% Specific sature %44, 4 2 /7
5/ Underlying Nature )W'c.

S % ¢ Cause Group T pec V)M C/A"#

7/ Specific Cause h{/rr
F/ Underlying Cause (A er

B/ 2

Couse Group
Specific Cause
Underlying Cause

l’a
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WAR D TMENT DERIDDER ARMY IF.IR BASE 2 g
AP No. 14 Accipext No.
L e —
el WAR DEPARTMENT

U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES . i ~/ /
F7STRICTED REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT -~ =~ &7 =

L

(1) Place 15_Miles South DALB, DeFidde:, Le,  (2) Date 5_Nogember 1943 (@ Timel045 CUT j
Amrcrarr: (4) Type and model ‘DE =78 ferianeee (8) A, F. No. AL 377 i/ . (8 Station H.&&. LBML Mss, .
Organization: GJ%BQﬂb; 3-33 e W) .'.l6-.£’mb_,.w.- [t)] .ﬁg _Bomb., oty

Cammand and Air Foroe) (Liroup) (W‘P{
- -
> . < i
S - — = 2 —— = - = . '_ o — . 4 1-__“-.-—- — P —
NAME l 3
(Last name first) Rarmng
o (11)

" P REINES, ARTHUR K, Jr, (P
¢ =N {WCATADE, FOBET 7,

Am Force O | Resrit 10 Tax or
PaAkACHUTE

puzE CoMMAND PrrsoNNEL

(7 (18) (19

cs. p-Romh3-AF Nene 7| No
‘cs. p-Bonb3= 4 None /| 16

PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT

(Last name) A name ) t\ilamu IIIIIJALI - {Hank (Persotiniel clas)

- - ' { =
an) JoBOML R ) ‘“V*lﬁ*ﬁ“ﬂz,‘&- ..... n(669_Bomb. £ L. b (2#) LAJF, Lenrel, Misg..

|

Attached for flying (29) J=Bomb, 3-};3" = (::0)-'16 m m; 665LBm g . (a2) I.A!E,..I.anr _Miss.
Original rating (33) Pllot. (ufz[ZJu Pmm.uuustqs)z ; (m%;«_ Iutnmutnﬁnx(ﬁ)lﬂ,ﬂ.:éh% T2

1
First Piror Houns:

(at the time of this accident) ot 3; .
(38) This type .- 169358 (62) Tnstrument timo last 8 montha 29- 110
(39) This model.... eeeinee -eidlg10. . (43) Instrument time last 30 days. b
(40) Lnst 90 days.... 186915 . (44) Night time last 6 months 29; 55
(A1) Total. ... 4104:30-..... (45) Night time last 30 days. 10315

DAMAGE “ (49) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS

iE;_Ainm...' utj/j'ﬁ . ”sﬂamtmbnd . DAVAGE TO_ATRCRAFT QRRLIFIGIXE...._.

(47) Engine(s) “ - e s
(48) Propellor(s) e e e i e e e e e ik

(“] Weather at the time of accidont .C‘.elinp, .end. vj.si‘"i_lit.y .aunlimited. B e VT s e b
Sieres P S St e s p.ﬁ i L S R e s

(Il) “aa the pll.ut ﬂ} ing on imtmmeuu at tho time* ol’ muinnt Ho.. s L

(82) Cleared from pmmk,,% ,an,lcss: To Pn’;u.qck., 1..:-. Loesl (u; ‘Kind of clearance __Conterct, d =

(85) Pilot’s mission .. Formetion. Attock . }’1

7

{u} Nature of accident - Craah Lending e

(s‘%}"c.m""""';':';;;};igm _Pilot lost comtrol of. mp...ff"' S s BB i

y RATNES . ARTHUR . Jr, . @nQ=7.789]1.4 (22).2nd Lt._ (2312 (@iir Forces

-
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT -

(Brief narrative of accident. Include stat t of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

L]

et wa oAy g ostyelly, Mg’ or o8 Vet (1
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1=e, -h- 1o 124 10 1oti0ia’ She bote 1o apd' thee wedn 0 bedls Togd ‘g, The - flot
ot e oler r’ Lad the! ¢ rerre 'rt- foll ot of the pacy orot-4t M & tha Y
exe! Just ‘rlcr to lemding,
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VT Therw rre Yo corotBi1i0ieg et rends heve beap Lhe ortige of (la

peetlars, (drgt, thet t'p - 'lot ettomter too abrir 8 1?Y 1 @ roeert A%y rree
‘nee n gtella? cerdttion, ™ig waul? be 410t ets0r, ‘ecced, ''r Ao te erpivs
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669TH BOMBARDMENT SOUADRO! (L)
L16TH BOMBARDMONT GrOIP (1)
(OFGAKYIZA IOK) (1=2)
Office of the E;gineering Officer

Flace LAAF,

Laurel, Miss,
Dete___ 27 November 19.3

SUBJECT: Certificate Of Damage

TO : Sub-Depot “ngineering Officer, 522nd Sub-Tepot, DeFidder™drmy Ar
Base, Deididder, Louisiana,

1, In compliance with A.A.F, KHegulstion 65-53, the following certifi-
cate is submitted: *

2. Damsge crused by Belly Londing: Arthur A, Raines, 2nd Lt,, 0-7479
(statement of how drmage oc-ured; name, rendk and seriel no. of Pilot)
[15=78 Airplsne, AL-377: Left Eng, No, 37432: Rt. Png. No, 58948,
tyre and seriel nos. of airplene ard engine Isj, end circunstences of accident
Parechute was dislodired from fear Gunners Compartment: Hung on Tail Assembly

ceusing severe loss of control am subsequent Fmergency Landing,

3, The demagas were due to no fsult or neglect of enyone coicerned
and were incurred during authorized operations.

L. I certify thet the above facts are true and correct to the best of
my knowledge.

/s/_Arthur A. Erines
SIGNATURS
ARTHUK A, KAINES JR.,
... -. . SECOMD LISUTENAKT, AI: CORPS,
RANK
669th Bemb, 5c. (L)
416th Bomb, Go, (L)

ORC I NTZATION
A TRUE GOPY # —
A S
— CFAViD M. BRST

Captain, Air Corps




« Coapt., Best
Lt. McQuade:

B

rl"

i

B

DeRidder Army Air Base
DeRidder, La,,

15 December 1943

1200,

Is this Robert J. llcQuade?

Yes -
This is Capt. D, #. Best, the President of the Accidént Investiget-
ing Committee, DA'E, DeRidder, La,
We are reopening our investigation of_thé'accident on 5th November.
The accident of D.B.7--AL377 invelving 2nd Lt, Arthur A, Raines,
th- Pilot, end yourself, bombadier, I am goirg to ouestion you fur-
ther over the phohe.

sﬁ?"—'
All Right.
Do you have any further ststement yon would like to make?
No - = =
Suppose I read your stetement I already have and see if there is any

further statement you care to make.
- Statement Reed by Cept. Fest to Lt, McQuadea
T cannot add anything to it.

Do you recall anythir;g during or after the accident of a parachute
being found on the tail or neer the accident?

#e walked back aprroximately 300 yerds and found a perschute laying
on ground.

Where wes the parachute?
600 yerds, apnroximetely beh‘nd plane where it stopped.

Did it belong to your Souadron?

Yes. o =Y e

Was it originaily in your ahipf

7 i =

B %ns the reer bottom hatci cpen during the flight?

S I



Yes.

rode back with Cnpt.‘-}luqahre.ys.

- e e R e R —— - -

B las the reer-top hatch open during the flight?
M Yes, =
B VWhy were hatches open?
M ° Idon't know. . :
B Were you using evasive tactics?
M Yes.
B How violently?
'} Not too bad--in trail 6 ship formstion, over tenks,
B What type evasive'actinn? -
¥ Teddom2ses0, e e e
B ‘ny a].ihp:.lng? Banking left ond right?
M Only normal berking.
g B ‘.':Ihatabout.-tha si-ulloring-t2117 How did you know it was the teil? -
Whe:e were you sitting?
- M T wes sitting in nose.. I essumed it was in the tail.,
B Vhat number in line wes your sghip?
5 I think number 4. -
B Wes the parachute oren or in its pack when found?
M The parachute opened when it hit $he ground. —
B How do you know?
M That is en sssunption,
TR T Hhat beceme of tha'ﬁr'ax}huta? ' ————— :
M The parachute wes brought back to DeRidder by one of the guards. I



B %hen did you get the parachute again?
M At Delidder, we took it in the othe: ship when we left. The chute
wes leying in operations.
B #hy wesn't this parechute inform-tion offered or included on the
_ first stetement?
&
L I don't know, I didn't think there was anything to it. Cspt, Humphreys,
I thought was awcre of the parachute information.
B Did you mention anything about the parachute to Capt. Humphreys while
at the accident or returning?
[} Ko,
B Did enyeone else?
“ll "l_v_lo-,. n‘o"t;_jt._ha_t I know of.
At this point Lt. Feines stotement in "Certificate of Damage”
was read to Lt. McQuade. '
e VIR Wheh did you, or other persons in y-ur outfit, decide this to be the
- ceuse of the accicent?
M I don't know,
B Do you know how Lt. Kaines knew the parachute hung on the teil?
M I don't know, but there wes en investigation here =nd thet wes the
| conclusion of the board.
| -
i B Whet is Lt. Keines present assignment in Celfornia?
- M On lesve., He is due back 22nd.
B That will be all, thank you, Goodbye.
e 1 ce'rt-.-i-.f-y the above is » true end correct copy of a long distence telephone

converséuion betweeti Captain D, M. Best and 2nd. Lt. Fobert J. McQuade.

DAVID M. BEST
B A i - T Ceptein, Air Corps

g




HEADQUARTEHS De RIDDER ARMY AIR BASE (6-1)
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

De RIDDER, LOUISIANA

000,93 16 December 1943.

SUBJECT: Aireraft Accident Report.

TO : Headquarters, Office of Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winsten-
Salem, North Carelins,

1. Ind esed are new AAF Form 14 and accempanying papers in the ecase
of 2nd Lt., Arthur A. Raines, Jr. The accident covered, occurred 5 Novem-
ber 1943, and the eriginal papers and AAF Ferm 14 were submitted 16 Nev-
ember,

2. Upon receiving letter 360.33, Headquarters, Third Bomber Command,
dated 3 December 1943, and lst Indorsement 3AF 360.33, the investigatien
of this accident was recpened. Inclesure No, 2 was located in the files
of the 322nd Sub-Depet, and was not previeusly submitted to the accident
conmittee. Inclesure No. 3 is & certified record of a long distance tele-
rhone conversation and is included rather than a regular statement since
it would require several days te obtain such a statement,

For the Commanding Officer:

L E e,

B, BEHREN.
1st Lieutenant, Air Cerps
3 Incls Assistant Adjutant
Incl #1- AAF Form 14.
Incl #2 ~Cert. of Damage.
Incl #3~- Rec. of long Dist.
tel. conversatien.
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