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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT o el

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

—on-Friday; 19 November 1543, 2nd It, Rcbert J. Rooney was on

a skip bombing mission =zt thcock»snnbins Range; -Hancock County,
Misslsslpris. On making his first rup of Northnz:: to Southwest,
Lt. Rooney dropped his bomb and on leaving the get struck e
dead tree with the leading edge of his right wing. Resulting
damage was & hols epproximaetely 10 inches in diameter which com-
rletely penetrated the dural sheet,

Due to the time cf takeoff (160C0) it 1s belisved the sun did
interfere with the pilot's vision and this was the ‘contributing
fector to the cause of the acclident. Lt., Rooney was instructed
tc make his run in this direction end was not disobeying orders
in that respect, Alsc, cther pllots reported as did the wesather
station, thet a hazy or smoky conditlom at the targct area 1is
belleved to be a contrlibuting factor,

/ Due to these obstructions to vislion, it i1s believed that Lt,

Rooney was not able to correctly judge his altitude efd a3 a re-
sult struck the tree. It 1s alsoc b leved that Lt. Rooney is not

1 respd‘sﬂble for the accident.,

'.

It 1s recorimended thnﬁ to prevent further sccidents of this
neture, Section Two (2), Range Radlc Frocedure, Opecrations Memoc.
20-1, Range Regulations, Office of th~ Dase Oporations Officer,
Key Field, Meridian, Mississippi, bs amended to fnclude "The
directlion in which the Flight Commander wlshes to make hia tomb-
ing run".

Sect;on Four (4), Use of Rango, of the seme memdrandum,

-states in paragranh two (2), "Planes will attempt to fly in a
Northeast or Scuthwest direction over the target™., It 1s be-
lieved that if the cholice of direction of the bombing run, either
Northeest or Southwest, is left to the Flight Commander, the safety
of the flight will be greatly increased, This recommendation has
been made tc Key Fleld Cperations.and the amendment 1s being made.
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ToAptAly, ALY Corps,
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#hile skip bombing at the Hancock Bombtlng Fange Friday,
19 _lloyvember in an A-20C, 41-1016€9 I_g;&“n.trae with my right
wing avproximatsly six feet from the wing tips —
: The run was mede -fron Northeast to Southwert as specified
bv Xey Field .Ranue regulations and 418th Bomberdmsut Croup (L)}
training Memorsndum Yc. 57. "2;ﬂ31£lg111t3 was poor mznd the -
sun wes directly ir mv eves.® Since thls wss my first®mission

on the'ﬁan»oék Yance I wis not famillsr with the terrain,

T returned tc the field gatisfactorily no ;rjuriea wero
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR BASE
OFFICE OF THE BASE COMMANDER
LAUREL. MISSISSIPPI

360,33-Aircraft Accident 30 November 1943

“UBJECT: Aircralt Accident Report

TCs Headquarters, Office of Flying lafety, Army Air Forces, #inston-
Salem, K. C.

-
4

1. In compliance with AAF Reguletion €2-14, ntéed is 4D, AAF
Fform No., 14, covering sircra®t accident Aircraft A-20C, AF 41-1351€3,
19 November 1943. :

2. The findings and recommendations cf the investigating officer
are apprpved.

HARRISCE w, WELIMAN,
: Lt Colonel, Air Corps
1 Incle. Commanding
/D, AAF Form Nc. 14 w/4 exhibits
133 %
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