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. DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility ‘and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

1., On 21 December 1943, at approximately 1630, Lt. Luther &, Hill, in an
A-20G=10, ASN L2-54048, taxied out to takeoff on Runway 23. Lt. Hill alligned the
ship with the runway and opened the throttles and as he neared takeoff manifold
pressure the nose wheel started to.vibrate or shimmy and broke off. Upon feeling
the ship start to vibrate, Lt. Hill cut the throttles and applied the brakes. The
ships nose and propellers struck the ground and the plane siid to a stop. ;

2. The following information is submitted as possible causes of the accident.
Actual cause of the accident could not be determined:

a. /The strut when found had the safety pin which holds.the snubbing pin
in place, hanging out and not clipped in the proper place. The
snubbing pin-was not engaged but was pulled as if for toeing. (This
strut was moved-from its original resting place to in front of the
airplane by an unidentified enlisted man before investigating officers
arrived on the scene, which was approximately 5 minutes after the:

i crash., Tt is not knovn whether or not this pin and safety pin were

i removed before the investinating ofiicers arrived or not.) Also,

| the tracks of the airplane leading to the crash showed that the nose

\ wheel had shimmied violently before breaking off and it skidded side-
ways approximately three (3) feet before being snapped off.

b, /Technical Order 01-40AL-10, which deals with the re-working of nose °
wheel well tunnel left and right side of the A-20G series, had not
been complied with on this airplane, due to the fact the kit for this
compliance has not been received., The left side of the nose wheel
well was in such a ‘condition aftér the nose wheel collapsed thet it
could not be told whether or not this was a result or cause of the

! \ failure. ) : :

¢. Side brace, part #4757030, sheared completely off just above the’
knuckle where it bolts on to the collar which is around the nose
wheel strut. This break was extremely clean and had the avpearance
of possibly being crystallized.

Recomnenddtions: lione.

Accident Investigating Committee:

Captain, Air Corps,
Investigating Officer.

n f"'-“(’ 2

S TRORRY e r— S
Captain, Air Corpl

T (investigating Offoer)
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STATEMENT

On 21 December 1943, at approximately 1630, I, 2nd Lt.

Luther E. Hill, was scheduled for a gunnery mission.
—entering my airplane, an A=20G, ASN 42-54048, I mede & visual -
The snubbing pin was in securely and the rest
of the ship seemed to be in order,

check of same.

Before

‘T started the engines and called the tower for tax? and

takeoff instructions and was directed to Runway 23 and to stand

by at holding line.
wheel while taxiing.

the plane started rolling, I
nose wheel, so I immediately
wheel then collapsed. :

Sworn to and subscribed
December 1943,

L

Tower and received permission to tekeoff on Runway 25, T 11
the ship up on the Runway and applied power for takeoff. As

UL VSIS ———

I did not notice any vibration of the nose
After checking my engines, I called the

I lined

noticed a slight vibration of the -
clogsed the throttles. The nose

\7@@ At

_‘LUTHER E, HILL,
2nd Lt. AC,
668th Bomb 8qdn.

before me on this the 22 day of

> R
.?,f éL.L,.
Q‘ = éfolféi}NA
“ROBERT B, GEX,

JRe,
Ceptain, AC, LN
—Investigating Officer,

ey

.
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STATEMENT

I, Floyd E. Brown, ASN 15338062, was in the rear seat
of airplane #254048, when Lt, Hill started to takeoff, I
was sitting fecing the tail of the airplane. T noticed a
slight vibration and the plene's nose hit the ground. I
then jumped out of the airplene to see if the pilot wes all

———rights When I jumped out I noticed the nose wheel just

behind the tracks where the nose and propellers of the plane
hit the runway,

?‘ M .

FLOYD E. BROWN,
Sgte. ASN 16338062,
668th Bomb Sqdn.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the 22 day of
Ducember 19435, '

Captain, Air Corps,
Investigating Officer,

s e i) g Sk
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‘ around the airplane inspecting it., I did not check the snub=-

-
-
il b8 s dral

STATEMENT

I, Dyel M. Hart, ASN 39682023, was acting as crew chief §
in the absence of the regular crew chief on Army Alrplane |
42-54048 on 21 Docember 19435, o

‘M/Sgt. Kitchens of the 668th*Bomb Sgdn,, 416th Bomb i
Group, pre-flighted my eirplane on 21 December 1943, whfld_”‘““wm_—”*
I went to dinner. When I returned my airplane had not left

on a8 mission so I performed minor mailntenance and checked

the shimmy dampener and snubbing pin before the plane flaw

on its first mission. The snubbing pin was safetied in place,

When the ship returned I refueled it and added oil, About

4:15, a Lieutenant and gunner came out to get my ship to go

on a strafing mission. I was washing the airplane at the time -
the armament men loaded the guns and I saw the Lieutenant walk

bing pin before the airplane flew the second time. Iiowever, I
believe it was in place because I had been around the airplane
since it had returned from its first mission.

» oy o

DYEL M. EART,
Cpl., ASN 39682023,
668th Bomb Sqdn.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the 24 day of
December 1943,

—= ) ¥ .
“ROPERT B. GEX, JRY,
Captain, AC,
Investigating Officer,

43
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' I, 2nd Tt, Joseph T, Schauten; was on duty in the Con=-
trol Tower at Laurel Amy Air Field, Laurel, Mississippi, at
1634, 21 December 19435,

. I saw Army aircraft #254048 taxi out and start to take-
off and the nose wheel started to collapse. Almost at the
game time the nose hit the ground the engines‘Quit. As soon
as.the nose hit the ground I saw the nose wheel slids out

underneath the ship,
W
0 PIA SCHOUTEN,
2

Rd Dtor A Ovs
671st Bomb Sqdn.

gworn to and subscribed before me on this the 22 day

of December 1943,
7 A i,
; / SR ) A =
L/ ; 73 . \ S

fOBERT B, CEX, JRe,
C ptain, AoCo’
— - Investigating Officer.,
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STATEMENT

I, Arthur J, Sanderson, ASN 16093487, was carrying some

“*T saw the airplane taxi out to the Runway and when he
opened his throttles up the ship settled back on its tall,
like these A-20Gs will do, and went about 30 feet when the
whole nose gear flew out from under the airplane. The pillot
had cut his throttles and the nose settled down. .

0% % ey - {

/‘;4‘L¢/L'«*“ﬁhdézuaarﬁ»

. ARTHUR’ J, SANDERSON,
. Sgte, ASN 16093487,
671st Bomb Sqdn.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on thils 22 day of

December 1945, ( ..,)
¢ % %5 #

ROBERT B, GEX, J8.,
Captain, AC,
Investigating Officer, |

————————

43




HEADQUARTERS : WHM/rem
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
Office of the Technical Inspector

Amy Air Field,
Laurel, Mississippi,
23 December 1943.

SUBJECT: Airplane Accident.

TO ¢ Whom it may concern.

It is my opinion that the accident which occured on 21 December 1943,
in which a nose wheel gave away on an A-20G airplane, No 42-54048, was due
" to a material failure of the main support braces in the nose wheel section,
I have formed this opinion only after a thorough inspection of the airplane
at the scene of the accident and further inspection at the Sub-Depot, where
the nose section was 1ifted off the ground.

CwWo, USA
Group Engineering Officer.
and Ass't Tech Inspector.

R o) i, B




HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR BASE
OFFICE OF THE BASE COMMANDER

LAUREL. MISSISSIPPI l

Sub Base - Key Field Hiai:de

360, 33-aircraft accident 29 December 1943

SHRJ=CT: — Alreraft saccident Report

TO: Headquarters, Office of Flying Safety, Army Alr Firces, Jinston-
Salem, N. C. :

1. TIn compliance with A.F Regulation 62-14, attached is VD,
AAF Form No. 14, covering aircraft accident aircraft A-20G-10, A¥ L2-5,048,

21 December 1343,

-

2., The findings of the Investigating Committee are approved,

HARRISON W, &

Lt, COlonel’ Ae C,

1 Incl, Commanding '
':r'), AAF Form No, ]I; \‘11/9 exhibits PN /

e |
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LAB D 631 WV 416TH BG PERIOD CITE PART FIVE AAF REG SIXTY-TWO DASH
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l((\“ /f ._.,// 7 e, . i
AL’Ll - APPLYING THROTTLE FOR 7€/ TAKE-OFF : /// Sf 2 %
E%j D. SPILOT = SCRATCH ON HEAD PERIOD GUNNER - FLOYD E BROWN SGT RA 3RD A aF &
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H_ F. 8,000 FOOT CEILING SCATTERED CLOUDS AT 4000 FEET VISIBILITY UNLIMITED §

Gy 42-54048 A=20G-10

He ARMY AIR FIELD LAUREL MISSISSIPPI

) I, NOSE WHEEL BROKE OFF FUSELAGE WRINKLED IN FRONT OF PILOTS WINDSHIELD
BOTH PROPS BENT AND SUDDEN STOPPAGE TO BOTH ENGINES

Jo  UNKNOWN

K  TURNED OVER 398TH SUB DEPOT AAF LAUREL MISSISSIPPI 13
L. NONE s |

Me AFACG NOTIFIED - </‘/— N <ol 1=

MACE COBDMGR 416 16321 1S
I14/2232102/wwr/_
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