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DESCRIPTICN OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of sccident. Include statement of responsibility and d

NARRATIVE: 3

First Lleutenant Robert D, Lesher, 0-684361, took ¢ff at 1785 31 July
1944, on an operational miseion, After the assembly, the formation proceededf:
enrcute ayu.roximately five minutes when, the pilot's attention was called to
thie fuct thet hls left englne was smoking, Three minutes later, the left
englne feilled co.pletely, The pillot immeclately attempted to determine the
cause of the failure, wut belng unable to do eo, immediately turned out of
the formstion end feathered the propeller of the left engine, The failure
occured at an altitude of a_.proximately 1,000 feet; in the turn and during
the interval the pllot wee attempting to determine the csuse of the fallure,
the alrcralt had lost altitude to au.roximately 600 feet above the ground.
The pllot attempted to fly the alrcraft on the one good engine by using a
manifold pressure of 35 - 40 Hg and an RPM of 2300, whichis not the full
military power of the engine, The cylinder head temperature on the good
englne was 215 degrees Centigrade, (maximum a%égwable temperature 248
degrees for five minutes), the pillot thinking t the englne was overheat-
ing, partly opened the cowling flaps, thereby increasing the drag on the
ailrplane. Unsaule to maintailn level flight, the pilot jettisoned hle bombse
An an open Tield in order to reduce the welght of the alreraft, In splite of
the fact that the bombs were Jettisoned, the esireraft continued tc lose
altitude, B8eelng that & crash landing was inevitatle, the pllot set couurse
for an open wheat field, which he oversiiot end crash landed wheels up, in
the laet third of the field. The plene skldced through a hedgerow and
ditch, where, it is believed, the plane sustalned severe etructural damage.
After striking the ditch, the plane careened on the ground about 90 degrees
from the original direction of landing. The sircraft did not somersault or
burn,

tiona for action to prevent repetition)

Investigation of the wrecksge revealed the followling facte:

1, Tuhe rudcer trim tab control wae set at § degree right rucder,
2. Left propeller wae feathiered.

3. All electrical swltches were off,

4, Flape were full down.

5. Wheels were up,

ReSPONSIBILITY: \

It 16 the opinlon of tune committee that the fallure of the left englne
was a contributing factor to the accldent, However, it le belleved that 1f
the reconmendation8listed below had veen carried out, the ,llot would have
been able to maintain flight on one engine and thereby make a satiefactory
landing on an alrdrome, . X

COMI{ENDATICHS: ‘
1, That upon fallure of one engine, the pllot should maintaln stralght

and level flight without attempting to wmeke any turns, The fact Delng that
altitude 1is lost in turns,

ol _
2, That full milltery mowggﬁshould be obtalned from the one good
engine regardless of wha e englne instruments indicate. FPrevious ex-
perience has shown that englnes ocan be operated for a short period of time
at Ligher instrument indicatlions than that which is allowable by factory ol
g BT o 2vy -y R85 nag O oK ECQ B engline COoWw (1€ 508 nere .
would have been lese drag, thereby increessing the possibllity of keeping
the esireraft in etraight and level flight,
] - L T P Dot e b e SRR TS S ot L P ST
3. The pilot should jettison hls bombe immedlately uywmo®mgine failure
‘making certain that he Jettisons them over open eountry.,

Mg SCS USKPP h-43/15M/1080%
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INCLCSURZB: 6

tatement of Filot,
Btatement of Gunner,

tatement of Englneering Offlicer,
Inclosure #4 - Statement of Crew C hlef,
Inclosure #5 tatement of Technical Inspector.
Inclosure #6 - Photographs,
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1 August 1944

STATEMENT

Shortly after take-off the cylinder head temperature was at 215°,
I cut back on the manifold pressure and RPM. The temperature dropped
to 200°. On leaving the field on course, I pulled 30 inches manifoid
pressure and 2000 RPM. About 5 minutes from the field, Lt Singletery
called me on the redio and toid me that he noticed my left engine
smoking, I was flying at 1000 ft, I acknowledged the radio message
and checked my instruments., My cylinder head te mperature was 190°
and my oil temperature and pressure was normal, I called my turret
gunner and asked him to check and see if tne left engine was smoking.
He replied that the left engine was not smoking bad, I told nim to
watch the engine,

About 3 minutes laver the left engine quit, I fell out of
formation, I switched gas tanks and started to feather the left
engine, After 3 attempts, the engine finally feathered, I trimmed
the aircraft for normal flight., I had lost altitude till about 6u0
£t flying at 160 ¥PH. I proceeded to make a 150° turn to come back to
the field. The aircraft was still losing altitude, T had edvanced my
RPM to 2300 and I was pulling between 35 and 4O inches of mercury., MW
cylinder head temperature rose rapidly to 215° or 220°, I was afradd
to use more power for fear of detonation of the right engine, I cracked
my cowl flap 2 little more to lower the cylinder head temperature.

About 4UO ft T saw that T was still losang altitude., I decided to
jettison my bombs. I jettisoned my bombs in an open field. At this
time T was at 300 ft and still loming altitude flying at an airspeed of
360 '7H. 7For level flight my airspeed dropped to 150 MT¥, T used full
flaps but neglected to release my escape hatch. My gunners had time
enough to as ume orash landing stations as I gave the order warning
them to prepare for a crash landing, I saw an open field ahead and I
crash landed. Upon crash landing the tur:et gunner sustained a broken
lege The tunnel gunner could not remove the injured gunner by him self
8o he came forward to assist me out of the cockpit. The two of us
helped the injured turret gunner out of the aircraft,

. 7 -
Chatertt Y Foailer

ROBERT D, LESHER,
lst Lt., Air Corps.



31 July 1944

STATEMENT

our take-off was normal and everything was routine as we were
climbing to join our flight, At about 1200 ft our left engine started
smoking and fiinally cut out., After about two minutes of this, the pilot
feathered the p and cut the engine. He then called us on the inter-
phone and explained the situation, telling us not to worry as he was
going to land as soon as he could locate a suitable landing field.

The weight was evidently too great for the one engine and we started
loosing altitude rapidly. At about 400 ft the pilot jettisoned the bomba,
This failed to alter the situation., The pilot again called us and told
us to prepare for a crash landing, The plane was losing altitude so
repidly that we were not completely ready for the crash landing when the
pilot set it down in a small wheat field., The plane traveled ecross this
field, hit a amall ditch, then crossed into 2 cabbage field and s topped.

/8/ HAROLD R, HEDRICK
/t/ HAROLD R. HEDRICK,
8/Sct., Air Corps.

* A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY"

RWTUT TP

' GERALD M. MCNULTY,
Captain, Air Corps,
operations Officer,



31 July 1944

v STAT
I have made thorough investigation and detcormined thet all possible
precautions had been taken to fit this airplane, A-20G-30 AAF No. 43=-9745,
for safe flight prior to take-off and noc mechanical defects existed cther

than those shown on the AAF Form 1A,

6 PO d (-l A ‘l ERES DU
ARNCLD A, HARRISCN,
lst 1.t., Air Corps,
Fngineering officer,

Mot 45
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31 July 1954

STATEMERNT

I hereby certify that all necessary inspections and maintenance had been
performed and a1l defects were properly shown on AAF Form 41 B and AAT
Form 1A prior to the last flight of airplane A-20G-30, AAF No. L43=9745.

tﬁd"d/"

s ile Z{ -'.:41',('{ ‘(,1.1-.-01-4-/

T/3at Charles U. Blanciard
Crew @li.ft




8T -A-T-E-M-E-N-T 6 August 1944

Following the orash-landing of A-20G airoraft No 43-9745 on 31 July 1944,
an examinstion of the left engine whioh failed following take-off, revealed that
the exhaust valve stem on No 13 cylinder had broken off, allowing the walve to
drop into the oylinder barrel, This knooked the head from oylinder and apparently
oauged sufficient internal damage to the engine to ocause it to fail completely.
The engine was not dissssembled to see the extent of the internal damage.

Subjeoct engine, AAF Serial No 42-175181, was overhauled at Mobile Air Depot
20 January 1944 at 174400 hours for sudden stoppage of engine. (T.0. 02-1-15)
Time on engine since overhaul is 144 ;50 hours of which 9525 hours was oombat time.

No evidence of sabotage could be detected upon inupootion/nf the engine.
Crasaeadl o
£ t.g_-u(,“ A- lv'}u!x"-' ~
KENNETH T. RONEY, /
Mjor, Air Corps,
ASN 0-430182,
Technical Inspector,

Hq, 416th Bomb Gp (L).




RESTRIGTER  EeRes

HEADQUART ERRSB
416TH BOMBARDNENT GROUr (L)
Cffice of tie Compandéing Offlcer
—_— ; - AFC 140, U.B. Army,
6} AU Uust 1544,

SUBJ2CT: Transmittal of AAF Form 14,

("

Commending Genersl, IX Bomver Commnsnd, AFPO 140,
U. b-. Armjo e

Prenemitted nerewith 1s the AAF Form 14 (in guad=-

ruplicate) on accident of First Lieutenant Rovert D. Lesler, L

in alreraft number 43-=9745.

For tie; Commancin, Officer:

A

Ga0RgE SCHENKAIT,
Captein, Air Corus,

Adjutant,

Incl:
AAF Form 14 andé inclosures (in cuadruslicate).

360.33 1st Ind. ' BTt
HEADGUARTERS IX DIOMBER COMMAYD, A0 344, U. S. ARMY, 11 August 1944.
T0: Commanding General, linth Air Force (Rear), AP0 f9(, U, 5. Army.

-

~ b
Submitted in complience with Vemorandum 5'-., Headouarters Ninth Air Force,

dated 22 March 1944. . o
For t!e Commanding Genersls e 4,
/,f’ T
s ry 13 OD /' Q 114
._riL. Uﬂno’ LtS.kn,
Chief of Staff.

7 Incls: nfe (1 cy ea w/d)
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360.33 2nd Ind. E=l=2
HEADQUARTLRS, NINTH ATR FORCE (REAR) APO 696, US Army, 18 August 15LL.
T0: Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina.
Report and recommendations of A/c Accident Committee approved.
For the Commanding General:

SRalo

Lt Colonel, AGD,
Asst Ad]j Geperal

7 Incls: n/c (2 cy ea w/d)
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