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(Brief narrative of accident. Iuclude statement of respousibiuty ana rooommendations for action to prevent repetition)

BARRATIVE:

oL ! : . i sfanly giwon pof
A% approximétely 1800, 10 August 1944, M4, J P, Kenny tock off on a sombat
migsion, -After complétion of a 180° trm. in prep arétion for an ascent through the
overcast, his loft oil preasure drcpped end his left engine cut out. He immediately
feathered thc engine and edvenced his good emgine to maximum power, Hcwever, he
¢ould not hold altitude, 2 nd did not have enough altitude to dive and gain airspeed,
Consec uently, he picked & wheat field end mede a single-engine belly landing.

. .’ Investigatiom discolsed that the cylinder hbsd op No. 12 oylinder, left bugine, -
hed =plit end blown off cz=using the engine -to fail,
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EMENT

I was number tlree ship in a three ship formation, After about two
minutes of flying T had made a 180° turn tc left and was climbing at 190 mph
and LOO ft a minute. T noticed the left oil temp. was between 95 - 100° ,
Left oil pressur- was normal and left cylinder head temp. was about 18¢°, I
called the Bngineer gunner Spadoni to check left engine. He reported every-
thing normal, I c.ntinued to climb at 1950 mph, jewer settings 34* ead 2250 rpm,
In less than & minute I noticed the left oil pressure hed dropped tc about 50
1lbs and the left cil temp. vas 10C® I attempted to call the tower, Altitude
was about 100C ft indicated and airspeed was 190, The left 0il pressure then

i Aropped to zero and the engine vibrated and then cut out, I feathered the

@ - = g R N SRS

[ T

~left engine and advanced throttle and rpm to maximum on rizht, I trimmed the

ship for single engine, altitude was about 80C ft indieated, airspeed was
ebout 150-160, ship in sl ight nose Ligh a attitude, I c..1d not meintain
altitude cn single engine, I could not see an airdrome so e¢alled crew to
prepare for a crash landing. I landed the aircraft wheels up in a clearing.
Upon touching down hit a smell hedgerow, tearing cut the bottom of the
fuselage from the rear bombebay back to becttom hatch., Both gunners were
thrown clear of plane when it finally stopred and sustained injuries,

>)W-‘f%;’”' ==

e e
JANES P, YR,

2rd Lt., Air Corps,
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DESTRICTES
§-T-A-T-B-N-E-N-T

Upon exsmination of A=-20G-35, AAF serisl No 43-9840, following its orssh
landing on the evening of 10 August 1944, it was discovered that the oylinder .
head on No 12 cylinder, left engine, had split and blown off csusing the engine
to fail. The propeller was in a fully feathered position end further inspection
of the engine could reveal no evidence of detomation.

Subjeot engine, AAF serial No 42-164626, was reconditioned at Rome Air Depot,
o own. Time prior to overhaul unknown. Time since

overhaul 209:36 hours, of which 181350 hours was combet time. No overboost had

been reported by the pilots. /
M nAA)

KENNETH T. RONEY,
Major, Air Corps,
Technical Inspector,
416th Bomb Group (L)

SN
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10 August 1944
SIATEMENT

Arrived om scene of accident at 1820, The plane, a light bamber, wh:ch
had crash landed in a field was not om fire, Only a few scattered groups of
pecple were around, About 15 to 20 in all were in groups of 3 to 4e

The pilot, Lt. J.P, Kenny, was the persom I spoke to first, and he
directed me to the two injured gunmners, They were both lying in the field
approximately 10 yards behind the plane and to the right (slightly). &

The first gunner approached was unconscious, but showed no evidence of
= '**WMMMMMM4 signs of
injury were to the head, with suffusiom of the face and maxillo faci
Jurye Prepellary reflexes were good and pulse wes good, He was immediately
removed to 121st Station Hospital, :

The second gunner was conscious and showed deep lacerations of the
scalp, occipital and frontal, and a smell laceratiom of the lipe He com=
plained of backache and examination showed excruciating tenderness over the
lumbo-sacrel regiom of the spine. Morphine sulphate syrette given as well
as two units of plasme, When he improved sufficiently to werrant transport
he was evacuated by turning on his ebdomen on a Neil Robertson litter,

The gunner with the heed imjury was lying flat on His back, while the
one with a back injury wes in @ reclining positiom on his side, The pilot
had propped him into that positiom to make him more comfortable,

/8/ GEORGE J. PRASE
/t/ GECRGE J, FRASE,
&ptlin. M.C,

& IRUE COPY:
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~12- August 1944

L TP Y
Myi el . i acdll : i .B - L LAl

A=20G=-35 Alrplane, A.».#. Serlal Number 43-9840 was in the best

. possible mechenical condition prior to Its crash 10 august 1544. On

the pre-fligzht inspection, the mcrning of 1C August 1944, the +ir-
plane was found tc be functlicnlng prcperly, and wes ready for any
mission.

The pilot who flew subject Alrplene cn the mlisslon prior to
1te crash reportec the Alrplane to he "C.K."

CHARLES H, 3TEWART,
1st Lt., Alr Corps,
Engineering QOfficer.
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12 August 1244,

STAZEMENT
— — _Cn the pre=-flight inspection of A-20G-~85 Alrplane,

AA® Serial Number 43-9840, cn the morning of 10 gugust——

1944, there were no defects found. D3Both engines were

found to be operating normally, the magnetos were not
» losing any notlceable RFu, =n all englne ana rilght

instruments were found to be operating sstisfactorlily.

A dally !'mspection was performea !mmediately after
the pre=-flignt Inspectlicn, snd everylaninz was found
satisfectory., Coth eugines were glven a tnrough visual
inspection and nothing out of the ordinary was noted.
The accessory secticus of both englnes, cn' vhe cumplete

B alrplane was glven a through visual inspc:tion, and
evervthing was considerea satisfactory.

After completion of the daily inspection, the air-
plene wes considered fit for any miasion.

Arter the first mission, the pilot reported the
airplane as "satisTaciory". The cuno strainers on hoth
engines werc removed 25 _er (X 3unbsr Command Memorandum
656-32, and were found to be satisfactory. Anotaher visual
echeck was made of the complete alrplane, and nothiayg out
of tne ordinary was noted. Ths alrplsne was again con-
sidered rit for any missicn.

: é”/ ‘2//3 L

ELMER w, MULLINS
45 : T/Sgt .
Crew Chief.
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WAR DEPARTMENT TR . U
UR AAF FormNo 54 WAR DEPARTMENT |

(Revised 2-15843)

! ‘_75 GWE_F.ouib IN slATION _ ! ARMY AIR  FORCES I LEAVE BLANK
STATION SERIAL No ; DATE SUBMITTED | UNSATISFACTORY REPORT : ASC SERIAL No ‘ REFER Yo‘ ‘ CLASS '
_3& -9‘0 a . | f‘f:l .é :6_74 5 See AAF Reg (£-54 tor Informaton on Proper Use of this Form i { I A _J U
Ri STATION ey ORGANISATION e e e T e R
|
AA¥ Station 170 €9th Bomb Sq (L), 416th Zomb Cp (Ll
sussgcy | Property Clas - Name Manufacturer | AAF Order or Shipping No 1
1 oF L l
| mepORT | U2 =4 Enzine #right Corp. | |
| AIRCRAFT—Model & AAF Serial No ENGINE  Mode! & AAF Serial No | UNIT OR ACCESSORY —Type Model and Serial No {
UR A-20G+-35 #43-9840 R=2600-23 #42-154625 | !
I AIRCRAPT | FAST D I R Depor o] Date Fiying Time S nce Total Fiying Timae )
REPORTS ' J
ONLY— | ‘
ENGINE LASY GVERHAUL —-Depo: Hours Since l Depots and Fours st sach Previous Overhaul .
oNLY o 209:35 | Unknown

‘ e —— - ’ R

R Time in Use ﬁuln&ny on Hand ] Quantity Known 6.'“(‘1.{“0 of Previous Fallures | Manufacturer ] Tnspector s No or Identification
T ] B | |
Indicate by X Photograpned Held Sent unaer Sant in Repaired and { Oupored of . To Overhau! i
| Disposition of * and Prints ror Separate Attached Returned to x (Explain Facility
Exhibit x Enclosed Instructions Cover Packet Service beiow | (INITIALS)
e i |
U GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS. PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BE LON | U
R ‘ Use only |ppllublq spaces above Avold unnaceisary rapetition) EXPE DITE
|— =R e gy 3

l. The first indication of subject engine fallure, as reported by
pilot, was a noted loss in power lmmediately after take-off and
while sirplane was still in en—=attitude of ¢limb. A Sharp in-

U ' crease in oll temperature anc cylinder nead temperature, &s Wwell Uﬁ

R'** —&8 @ loss in ofl pressure, was also cbserved. The oll pressure 1
continued to drop until it reached "zerc", and suocject engine l

, faliled completely. The propellar was then fealhered; however, .
the sirplane lost altitude rapldly, and a "belly" landing in a !

nearby fleld was necessary. |

|

I

I

|
UR. A thorouzh envestigzation of subject en-ine was made in the fleld
: where the pelly landing wus made. It was alscovered that the
| nead of number twelve (12) cylinder had blown-off; accounting
» for the loss of power and subseguent engine fallure.

' 2. Total Operational Time: 131:50
. UR ' Up

| 3. Total Cver-Boost Tine: lNone, as reported by pllots.

4., Recommendations: None — i

UR 5. Disposition: Subject engine and airplane turned over to 484th UR

| Service Squadron for necessary actlon.

. - 1at Lts, Alr Corps,
R .- Enzineering Cfficer.
,Z,-/J #y. "

INCL: One (1) Fhotograph "~

1

" !

CHARLES H., STEWART, !
\

i

U

i

e AP Al e

R ROU‘"N SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT 1@ COMMANDING GENERAL U
R HQ. AIR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FIELD, FAIRFIELD, OHIO.
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HEADQUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

e &

SUBJECT:

-

Subjeet: Adreraft Acoident A-20G-35 - 43=9640.

360. 33 ; s l-t ID‘.

HEADQUARTERS IX BOUMBER COMMAND, APO 140, U, S, ARMY, 21 August 1944.
T0: Commanding General, Ninth Air Foree (Rear), APO 696, U. S. Army.

E-J-4

Submitted in eompliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Forece,

dated 22 Marech 1944.
For the Commanding Gener~l:
- pe A P
\ o <
| RI féiﬁ;s‘, —

M‘o k.., U'.S.l.o
Chief of Staff, »

8 Inclst " '
Inel 1 - AAF Form 14 (ia trip) .~ \ s
Inel 2 - Pilot's Statement (in trip) Y N, o W
Incl 3 - Technical Inspector's Statemert (inm trip) t & v
Incl 4 - Surgeon's Statement (im trip) G.’ w
Incl 5 - Engineering Officer's Statement (in trip) &
Inel 6 - Crew Chief's Statement (im trip) |
Incl 7 - AAF Unsatisfactory Rpt (im trip)
Incl 8 - Photos (im trip)
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