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AL u~STRICIEE Ve 1

wcumon OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility anc o commendations for action to prevent repetition) »

NARBATIVE:

Returning to base from a ¢ t mission abu,xt 2230 on 12 l:g.xst 191;&. 2nd Lt.

J.R, Sperling was circlfng the £i1414 in formation whem he noticed his fue 1 supply
mas lowe, He left the formatiom in prep eretion for an immediets landing, However,
as hc 4ropped his wheels and began his turn to the field his right fuel pressure
drop ped and right engine cut out. Ha wes unable fo start his eagine; he wes losing
altitude in spite of the fact that he was using maximum power on his good@ en gine.
Gonsequently, ho picked a smell field and attempted e cresh landing. On his
qppmmrhr hit 7 hayotack, a tree, twd telephone poles, end them slid muo .

13 tﬂ'ﬁo’l Wo'. The lm was - brohuwdnd‘oaugbt Piree of LTI G, I

.._- . ~ ~
mnm:

Investization disclosed that the only--ippmnt cause of feilure wes leck of
fl-'lo o « !

RECCLLINDAT NS \
\

1, Thet pilots should be eautioned not to meke steep turns when their ges
supply is low, '

%

¢

2, That eny single cngine f£light or srash landing ewey fram en airdrome should
_ be mafle with lapding geer rotrcoted.

v L

INCLOSURES: 6
Inclosure #1 - Stztement of Pilo% .-
Inclosure #2 - Statement of Witness
Inclosure #3 - Statement of Technical Imspector
Inclosure # - Stetement of Engineering Officer
' ~Inclosure #5 - Stetemen t of Grew Chief : - i
~-*° Ineclosure # - Photographs SIS Piie
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13 pugust 1944

SIATEMENT

I was retuming to base from a mission on 12 gugust 194, about
2230 and gas was running fairly low, M # 1, 2 and 5 tanks were

blinking the red 1i 1 bad approximately 60 gallons in each in-
board tank, that is and 4 and turned the cross-feed on. T
turned to # 3 and 4 prior to coming over the field and figured

T would have enough gas to stay with the formation during landing
procedure. yust prior to my flight going into echelon for landing
procedure § 3 tank red light flashed on. 7 immediately left the
formation and oalled the tower that T was low on gas and was coming
into land with right hand traffic. 1 tumed to the field and cut a

short pattern dropping mp wheels just prior to turning on the base leg,

as y started to turn on the final epproach my flaps were almost down

and 1 had approximately 500 feet altitude. At this time my right engine
cut and the fuel pressure dropped off on my right engine, 1 switched to #
2 tank and straightened out on oy turn. The right engine did not satch
back up and 1 was losing altitude with full throttle and prop pitsh on

the left engine, g was losig altitude steadily and trying to pick a

field

to crash land a3 1y was afreid to turn into my bad engine toward the field.
About 30 feet from the ground 7 dodged two poles or trees, r'm not sure

which and then slowed it down for a cresh landing straight aheed.
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/8/ yoseph g, sperling,
JOSEPH R, SPARLING,
2nd 1t., Alr gorps,

(THIS IS A TRUE COPY)
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HIRAM F.CONANT ,
captain, Air corps, : -

operations officer,
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The following ie 2 stztement, stated by MR. C.W. ELETT

L I S ) i v e S Freereed
ko d TATEMENZ ,
H

concerning crash of A-20G-25 NC 43-9227, piloted by 2hd Lt. JOSEFE

-
\

F. SP;RLIIGC.

The vicersiomec in company with MR. B.L. HENDERSON, and MR. A.
POTTZR Were en route from Hedcingznam to Wethersfield on the nignt of
Auvust 13, 1944, At ex=ctly 1015 we ren ianto telegranh wires which

 hed fallew zorsss the road, and ot the sam@ instance saw fire in the

field acjscent to road. It wee iumedic.ely determined tuat ¢a;§é_6fnh
‘fire r28 creshed A4/C. Leaving our car we &pproscuaed tue scene, wWhere
we heard the moaning of someone in pain, Cn Crew mnemper w;: 2t empting
to dfag one o ais comracs clear of tie craeh. The pilot wes sisnding

close by in.a complete daze., The undersigned gave sssisiance in

R

: {
dragging the wounded .an clear of tne crash, It was the oplnion of

the undersizned that the wounced mzne! back wae eeriously injured,
and that he should not be moved by incxperinced hends more thasn
neceesary for safety. The uninjured crew member (gunner) gave injured

man a shot of morpiine.

| T
It wee then deciced to leave ocrcw menbere &t Ccrosh, and take ~
»1lot to his station. During thie intervcl of tine amuunition was
exploding freguently. Teking the pilot we traveled to Mushroom Farm,

where we attempted to meke & csll, but communication w=c out due to

s~ JUSTE W M. g Ao
_____©orosh., Ye later called Stotion Hos itel Df_HHBHE‘?%*ﬁFT‘lgi—aﬁﬂﬁ:ﬂ»ﬁ_,\__

SO PT—

instsllation. We then took nilot to Station Hospilzl; =rriwins
R

there at aa‘gex;:tely 1040. We led the hospitzl rmbulance back to

__ Musbroom Farm, from wiich point they- could see the cresh illuminated
— by flame, They proceedec to crash followed Dy UBs =i d |

SRS :

ggngCT?”.s



i RESImiLIEE -

Upon reaching tne crren, we found thzt an ambul=nce, and

crach tender from St=tion 170 Lsd alreacy arrived ot the scene,

M

C. W RMMETT
c & CO '
; (public Works)
TR - = =gty BRCAD FARM »
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Upop emamination of A=20G-256 aireraft, AAF eerial No 43-9227, whioch orashed
at approximately 2200, 12 August 1944, the following faots were revealed;

1.
2.
s.
4.
5.

. %o

Both throttle ocontrols were in wide open positiom.

Both mixture eontrols were in emergency rich position.

Both propeller controls were in oruising position.
Supordnnrgor oontroli;m'-u-'rohtn 'w blo“nx: position.
Carburetor air controls were in "Cold"™ positien.

landing gesr oontrol was in "Down" positiom.

Rear fuel selector valve control was on No 3 "Main" positien.
Front fuel selector valve control eould not be found.

Right outboard wing tank contained about 1/4 inoh of gas.

Right inboard wing tank contained about 5 inches of gas. (Betimated
quantity=-less than 10 gallons)

Wing flaps were in "Up" position.
Both engine switches and master ignition switch were "On".

Fuselage tanks and both left wing tanks were burned. /

,éi,}/ o w8 7
KENNBTH T. RONBY,
Major, Air Corps,
Technical Inspeotor,

Hq, 416th Bomd Group (L).
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13 August 1944

SIATEKERXT

Airplane 4-20G-25 PO A.A.F. NO» 43-9227 which creshed landed 12
August 1944 because of fuel shortage was in the opinion of this officer
in safe mechanical chdition,

prior ta take-off on':ltl last flight, subject aircraft had a total

‘ time of 369 hours of which approximately 230 hours were operatiocnal

hours,

rThe average fusl consumption for the last 38 hours was 130 gallons
per hour and oil consumption wes well within the norsml limits for

both engines,

Sybject aircreft was given a 50 hour inspection at ke 355th bhour
and all discpepancies were corrected at this time with the exceptions
which ere shown on the gap From A4

/s/ pobert y_ gehres
FOBERT J. KEHRES,
captein, gir Corps,
pngineering officer,

(THIS IS A TRUE COPY)

=y / " '/7 ,'//
/éa/// Gsis T spinit e
ROBERT 0. G HER, '

1't uo. ur com.l -
AsSt. operations pfficer.



13 August 1944

-
L

-

"STATEEENT

Alrplane 4.20g=-25n0 ‘ A.F. NOe« 43-9227 was received by this gquadron
11 pebruary 1944.

subject aircraft crashed 12 gugust 1944, due to lack of fuel on
a combat operstional mission of approximately four hours. All gas tanks
were toped off, efter regular preflight inspection. Totel fuel capacity
was 732 gallons. rje preflight and daily inspections were pulled on the

morning of 12 pugust 1944.

gubject aircreft creshed on the 372,40 flying bour, 71t was the
74th operational mission without an ebo¥tiom.

The fuel dump valves were changed on the 351st flying bour, which
was the only gas leak noted oh anmy previous inspection.

1 have no doubt that this eirplane wes in perfect cadition, pricr
to take-off on subject mission.

/s/ yameson gisser
JAMESON RISSER,
T/5gts. grew chief,

(THIS IS A TRUE COFY)
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HIFREM F. CONANT,

wtain. Atr COTPS,
Operations Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS E-J-1
IX BOMBER COMMAND
APO 140, U.S, Army
360,132 _ 20 Angust 1944

SUBJECT: Adreraft Accident.
™ : Coamandimg Genmeral, Ninth Air Forece (Rear), APO 696, U.S. Army.

WD AAF Form 1, eomeerning aircraft A-20G35 No. 43-9227 submitted here-

with in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Hesdquarters Nintk Air Force, dated 22

€  ared 194,
Por the Commanding General:

7 Inels:
Inel 1 - Porm 14 (in trip)
Inel 2 - Statement of Pilot (in trip)

Imel 3 - Statement of Mr, C . W. Emmett (civilian)(in trip) ¢

( )inel 4 - Statement of Technical Inspecter (im trip) a
Incl 5 - Statement of Engineering Officer (in trip)
Inel 6 - Statement of Crew Chief (in trip) 23

Inel 7 - Pour photographs (in trip)

360433 1st Ind
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIF FORCE (REAR), APC 49¢, U S ARYY, 29 AUGUST 1944,

’
TOs Chief, Flying Safety, Amy Air Forcecs, Winston-Selem 1, North Carclina,
Repert of aircraft accident committee appreoved,

For the Commendins Generaly

.‘C '1’1"
Lt. Cclohel, A.G.D
§ 7A'_."st. ;’}?:. GC.".EI‘BI
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICES

WORLD WAR II RECORDS DIVISION

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT AND
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