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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and rece=.mendations for action to prevent repetition)
NaRRATIVE ¢ .

At 1615, 30 August 1944, 1st Lt, Edwerd I, Miller took off in 4-20G-40
ASN 43-21483, followed by 2nd Lt, John P, gmith in A-20J7-5, ASN 43-9450, on
a two-plane formeticon-navigation training mission,

After about an hour and fifty-five minutes of flying, the formation
was approaching +‘horny Toll, Cambridgeshire, flying in a south-easterly
direction toward home base, At about 2,000 feet altitude at this time Lt,
Smith, who was flying on the right wig of Lt, Miller, decided to cross
under to the left side of Lt, Millert's airplane,- He dropped down a little
and started to eross underneath the.lead- airplane, During this maneuver,
Lt, Smith either misjudged his distance, or got caught in the slipstream of
Lt, Miller's airplane and collided with him, cutting off the tail of Lt,
Miller's aireraft at the rear turret,

Lt, Miller's aircraft went out of control, so he immediately Jettisoned
his escape hutch and successfully abandoned the aircraft,

Lt, Smith's aircraft also went out of control and spun in on the .
Peterboro-Wisbech highway at Thorny Toll, causing damage to two buildings,
telephone wires along the highway, and completely wrecking the airecraft,
which, according to witnesses, had burst into flame before striking the
ground, Lt, Millert's aircraft fell in an open field about 500 yards te the
northeast of the road intersection at Thorny Toll and burst into flame upon
impact with the ground, } %

Lt, Snith 4id not abandon his aircraft and wis killed, while 1t, Miller
parachuted down successfully, No civilian persohnel wcre injured,

. An accurate reconstruetion of exactly what occurred in the mid-alr
collision cannot be made due to the luck of reliable witnesrces to the
collision and because of the thorough destruction of the aireraft by fire
following the crash, This much, however, seems to be evident: That the
tail section of Lt, ¥iller's aircraft was cut off at the rear turret, ap-
purently by the left propeller of Lt. Smith's aircraft, This opinion is
formed from te condition of the turret from Lt, Miller's aireraft, which
showed evidence of damage which could only have been inflicted by a re-
volving prgeller,,

No evidence of sabotage, mechanical or structural failure, or violations
of existing flying regulations could be found,

RESPONSIBILITY: J

An error in Jjudgement on the part of Lt, Smith in attempting to pass
too close to another aireraft in flight, or failure to observe the danger of
the effect of the slipstream of ehother alrcraft,
RECOMMEIDATIONS :

None,

nrpxovnn://
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of accident, Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)
NARRATIVE:

At 1615, 30 August 1944, lst Lt, mdward L, Miller took off in A-20G-40
ASN 43-21483, followed by 2nd Lt, John p. Smith in A-20J-5, ASN 43-9450, on
a two-plane formation-navigation training mission,

After about an hour and fifty-five minutes of flying, e formation
was approaching Thorny Toll, Cambridgeshire, flying in a south-easterly
direction toward home base, At about 2,000 feet altitude at this time Lt,
Smith, who was flying on the right wing of Lt, Miller, decided to cross
under to the left side of Lt, Miller's airplane, He dfopped dowh a little
and started to cross underneath thé lead airplane, During this maneuver,
Lt, Smith either mis judged his distance, or got caugt in the slipstream of
Lt, Miller's airplane and collided with him, cutting off the tail of Lt,
Miller's aircraft at the rear turret,

Lt, Miller's aircraft went out of control, so he immediately jettisoned
his escape hatch and successfully abandoned the aircraft,

Lt, Smith's aircraft also went out of control and spun in on the
Peterboro-Wisbech highway at Thorny Toll, ceusing damage to two buildings,
telephone wires along the highway, and completely wrecking the aircraft,
which, according to witnesses, had burst into flame before striking the
ground, Lt, Miller's aircraft fell in an open field about 500 yards to the
northeast of the road intersection at Thorny Toll and burst into flame upon
impact with the ground,

Lt, Smith d4id not abandon his aircraft and was killed, while Lt, Miller
parachuted. down successfully, No civilian personnel were.-injured,

An accurate reconstruction of exactly what occurred in the mid-air
collision cannot be made due to the lack of reliable witnesses to the
collision and because of the thorough destruction of the aircraft by fire
following the crash, This much, however, seems to be evident: That the
tatl section of Lt, Millert's aircraft was cut off ut the rear turret, ap-
parently by the left propeller of Lt, Smith's aireraft, This opinion is
formed from the condition of the turret from Lt, Miller's aircraft, which
shewed evidence of damage which could only have been inflicted by a re-
volving propeller,

No evidence of sabotage, mechanical or structural failure, or violations
of existing flying regulations could be found,

RESPONSIBILITY:

An error in judgement on the part of Lt, Smith in attempting to pass
too close to another airceraft in flight, or failure to observe the danger of
the effect of the slipstream of another airecraft,

RECOMMENDATICNS :

None,

APPROVED:

THEODORE R, A
Lt.Col,, Alr Corp
Commanding,

5 September 1944
Date L
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31 Angust 1944,

I, ®dward L, Millar, lst Lt,, Air Corps, Serial Number veb64638, 669th
Aomb Squadron (L), 41fth Bomb Group (L), Pilet in ap A-20G6-40, ,>-21483,
state the followingp

Lt, JOMN D, SITH, Pilet of =mp A-207<5, 439/50, and I wers on a routine
training, navigation-formation flight, ia reute at 2000' from Spoldimg to
gambridge, on the lest leg of the flight, Lt, RITH was flying the spproved
position on my right wing when I last sew him, T was under the impression
that he wae preparing to change noaition to my left wing,

I heve no idea what happened; my ship was struck and almost immediately
began to spin out of centrol, I jettisoned the top hatch and abandoned the
ship, Lt. SUTTH failed to get clear of his ship,

When I last eaw L%, SMITH'® plane it was in a flat spin to the right,
apperently intact., His plans crashed in a road near a house,

Upon aontact with Lt, RIT™H's plane, mv plane broke at tha turret, with
the forward ssctien crashing in a field and the remainder craszhing in an ad-
jacent field,

No civilian parsonpal were injured, Lt, SMITH was killed, Accident

ocourred et 1816, 30 Augnst 19,4,

EDWARD L, MILLFR,
lst Lt, Alr Corps,
Pilet,

AFQTRICY T )

Lt
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SelwA+ToEeMeE«N=T 31 August 1644

I was stending in the garden in front of my home on the Peterboro-Wisbech
Roed in Thorny~Toll, Cambridgeshire County, at ebout 1780 o'clock on Wednesday, *
30 August 1944, when suddenly I heard & loud cresh. Looking up, I saw en air-
oreft coming streight down towerd me end pieces of the eiroraft were falling
behind it. It was spinning around and burning end eppeered to be coming epert.
I made & desh for the nearby bridge for safety and the eirplene crashed in my
front yerd, enveloping my house in flemes. This wes the only eairoraft I saw as
everything occurred ir a split second and 1 immedietely ren upon seeing the
danger.

/8/ Mre. Violet Calton
/t/MRS. VILOT CALTON
Thomy~Tell, Cambridgeshire

I CERTIFY THUAT THIS IS A TRUE COFY:

KENNETH T. RONEY,
Major, Air Corps,
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§-T-A~-T~-E-M-E-N-T 51 August 1944

I was standing in the gerden on my brother's property located on the
Peterboro-Wisbech road about 600 yards west of the roed interseotion at Thorny-~-
Toll, when I saw two aircraft approaching from the west flying very olose together.
Tney were flying at a reasonably high altitude and one airplane was a little behind
and to the side of the other. I can't remember whether the one behind was to the
right or to the left of the one ahead. It then appeared as though the one behind
dropped down a little and went underneath the one in front; it then rose slightly
and collided with the one above, which was still slightly ahead. Pieces sterted
falling from the two aircraft end shortly after I saw & parachute open and the
airplanes separate from each other a little bit. By this time they were getting
s0 close that T became alarmed and turned and ran out into the field. I sew no
more until after the airplenes hed orashed, one on the highway intersection at
Thorny=Toll and the other in a field about 500 yards to the north of the Peterboro
highway. Both eireraft were burning when I saw them again,

/8/ Mrs. Edith Jaockson
/t/ MRS. EDITH JACKSON
Thorny=Toll

I CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY;

KENNETH T. ROMNEY,
Major, Air Corps,
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31 August 1944

SZAZEMEEL

A=20J=5 Alrplane, AAF Serial Number 43-0450, was
in the best possidle mechanical condition prior to its
cresh on 30 August 1944, On the pre-flight inspection,
the morning of 30 August 1944, the airplane was found
to be functioning properly, and was ready for any
migsion, There were no ingpections due on the air-
plane,

The airplane flew one (1) mission prior to its
eragh, and was reported "0, K," by the pilot.

JOEN T, ANDEZWS,
let Lieut,, Alr Corps,
Ass't, Engineering Officer,

,J_cq.l.. ..‘.u. '*_..j
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31 August 1944

There were no defects noted on the pre~flight and deily
ingpection of A=20G-%0 Airplane, AAF Serial Number Yrm21kg3,
the morning of August 30, 1944, Subject Airplane had no
inspections due, and was in the best possible mechanical
condition prior to its crash 30 August 194Y4,

The Airplane flew two (2) miseions prior to its cresh
and was reported "0.K," by the pilot on both migsions.

JOHN T, ANDRENWS,
lst Lieut,, Alr Corps,
Ase't, Engineering Officey,
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31 August 1944

STATEMENT

— — — — — — — — —

There were no defects noted on pre-flight
inspection of A-20G5-40 Alrplane, AAF Serial
Number 43-21483, on the morning of 30U August
1944, Both engines were operating normally,
and all instruments were found to be operating
satisfactor!ly.

A delly inspection was performed lumed-
lately after the pre-flight inspection, and
everything was found satisfactory. The acces-
sory section of both engines, as welli as the
airplane in general, were given a complete vis-
ual inspection, and nothing out of the ordinary
was noted.

After completion of the dally inspection,
the alirplane was considered fit for any misslon.

T/Sgt., Air Corps,
Crew Chilef.
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31 August 1944

STATEMENT

— — — — — — — — —

On the preflight inspection of A-20J-5 Alrplane, A.A.F.
Serial Number 43-9450, the morning of 30 August 1944, no de-
fects were found. Both engines were operating normally, and
all engine and flight instruments were found to be operating
satisfactorily. Both engine magnetos were not losing any not-
iceable R.P.M.

A Dally inspection was performed ilmmediately after the
preflight inspection. Both engines and accessory secticns were
glven a complete and thorough visual inspection and nothing out
of the ordinery was noted. The complete airplane was also
given a thorough visual inspection, and everythling was consid-
ered satlsfactory.

After these inspections were completed, the airplane was
considered satisfactory for any mlssion.

On the first flight of the day, the airplane was reported
"0.K." by the pilot.

ﬂé;d54-f4ﬁfé¥~“ﬁ;"f*
WILLIAM A. SPRINGER,

Sgt., Air Corps,
Crew Chief.
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660th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
I16th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)
office of the Operations Officer

APO 140, U.S.Army
30 August  194)4

OPERATIONS ORDER)

1

NUMERR 159 )
Pursuant to Authority comtained im AR-95-15, dated 21 April 1930, the

following trainimg flights with persomnel as imdicated will be comducted
this date;

L » L L ] L] L L J L ] L ] [ ] . L] L L] L]
Formation-
PILOT _ SJITH, 1 n. kte AIRPLANE 43-9450 ON_)javigation
CO*PILOT =---m- TAXE-OFF 1 _JIAD 2848
CREW cmemmocsenn= BOMB LOAD __Nome _ AMUNTTION _Maximua
SETNESE S ROUTR __ Local
FUEL __ 725 gal, ALTITUDE __ 2000t O
Formation-
PILOT _.oIILZnR, Gdward 1, 18t L VAIRPLANE 4-2 0 Y-z ON Bu,!ld_!"“ atio
CO=PILOT - TAKE-OFF 1015 LAND
CREW ___ w-e-weme-me- ~ FOMB LOAD _ Noss __ _BMUNITION M....
i N TR S S e x el
AEETER o . __FUEL 725 gal,  ALTIMs ___2000'

By order fo Jajor NAPIER;

HARCLD L, SGaERS,
Captey Alr Corps,
Operations (Officer,

OFFICIAL:
/J Harold L.Somners
/%/ ZAROLD L, SCALERS,

Captey a1r Curpa,
Cperations Qfficer

A TRUZ ZATRACT COCFI

/”4 A St

L. bvalﬂch.
S aiih ("b‘ 1‘.. Lu.. AT U‘er‘.
) l . - - TR Cras, u&slcer.
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HEADQUAHRHTLLRS
hlé’a.'ﬂ Buslpailosnlit GROUD (L)
Uffice of the Cammsudin, Cfficer

alC 140, U, 3, Amy,
11 October 194k,

SUJECTs I'ransaittal of AAF Form 14,
0 : Commanding Genersl, 9th boubardiuent Division (i), APC 140,
U. o. Rricye.

Transnitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 and inclosures (in guade=
ruplicete) for the accident of A-C°0J=5 aircraft muuber 43-9450 ;iloted
by 2nd Lt, John D, Swith and A-20G=40 eireraft.nwaber 43-21483 piloted
by lst Lt, Edward L, Liller om 30 August 19L4.

for the Cou

4

W-; Jﬂu\:‘ﬁﬂ- »
in, Air Corps,
Ad JLI tant.

Inclosures: 3
AAF Form 14 (in quadruplicate) on 43=9450.
AAF Form 14 (in quedruplicate) on 43-21483,
Inclosures to Form 14'ss
Stateuwent of ditness
Statement of witness
Statewent of Engineering Officer
Statement of mngineering Cfl'icer
Statewent of Urew Lhief
gtatewent of Urew Chiefl
Extrect of Cperations Order
thotograhs
fhotographs

360933 . 1st Irﬂ v DeLey e E=J=2
HEADQUAR™RS 9TH BOMBARDMEN™ DIVISION (M), APU 140, U 5 ARNY, 16 Ontobor 1944

TO: Commanding General, Ninth Air Forece, AFC 696, U, S Army,

Submitted in complience with Msmorandun -4 d ters N
dated 22 March 1944, % m"“ quarters Ninth Air Foroe,

For the Commanding General; ; <3
R
Oc; /7 RIC SANUERS,
L JM Brig. C‘n.’ U 3 L.’
. Chief taff,
3 Incls: n/e (1 cy ea w/d) Gl
q ' . -1t a ‘
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360.33 end Ind, E-RFS-3
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Ammy. .

L »T0: Chief, Flying Safety, Amy Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina,
Report of Aircraft Accident Committee approved,

For the Commanding General:

3 Incls: n/c (2 cys ea w/d)
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