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LESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and regommendations for agtion to prevent repetition)

NARRATIVE}

Completing & transition flight in aireraft A-26B-15, No, &1=39145, Lt, Ames
lowered his landfng gear in preparation for landing. Thp gear indicator indicated

" all three gears down; the red light went out and the green lights eam® cn. Con~-

seguently, Lt, Ages landed on the assumption that his landing gear was down and
locked. He held the noss gear coff the ground after meking a normal landing, rowever,
upon lowering the nose, the nose goar collapsed, The aireraft then glid on its

nose for approximately 200 yards, and sams to & stop on the runway. Both propellers
were dmged. #nd the nose wheel doors were buckled,

Investigation disclosed that the mioro-n!.«teh box for the landing gur indi-
eator light was rigidly mou.ntod. Ganuqmntly. the position could not be adjusted
properly in the elongated slots which were designed for that purpose, Therefore,
the nose gear light indicated down and locked when the gear was only partially
extended. The nosa goar was not locked in the down position when the airplane landed,
This nose gear had been repaired while this aircraft was attached to & previous group,
Faulty repair work resulted in meladjustment cf the retracting link, plus elimination
of the bearing epacer in the assembly cof the fetracting mechaniam, Consequently,
there was too much play between the nose wheel down latch and the lower nose wheel
retracting link assembly. Thua, the nose gear was not locked in the down positiom,
and it collapsed when the nose was lowered, Faulty maintannnoo, rathey than malfunc-
tion of mechenisf was the cause of the collapse,

RESPONSIBILITY:
Feulty maintenance and installation.
RECOMMENDATION:

More careful supervision of installeation, adjustent end meintenance of eguip-
ment i5 necessary, This is especially true when crews are working with new or un=
fauiliar equipment., The adjustment of the down latch assembtly of the A-26 nose gser
is very important, and should be emphasized to all crews,

INCLOSURESs

Incl. #1 - Statement of Filot,

Incl, #2 = Statement of Gunner,

Inel, #3 = Statement of Gunner,

Incl, f/} = Statement of Crew Chief,

Inel, #5 = Statement of Engineering Officer
Incl. #6 - Photographs,
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671ST BOMBARDMENT SQUADEON (L) .
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

-l-cP.co i 1“'00 U.S. &vf

; _ ) : 19  Octoher 194k,
SUBJRECT: Aireraft Accldent,
V) : Operatlons Officer, %16th Bombardment Group (L), APO #140, U,8, Aramy,
SIAIEBMENT

Oun the afterncon of 19 Octoder 1944 I was flylnz transition 1n A=-26
sirer ft #41-30145, out of station # A=55, AL 1715 hours I came over the
field 4n direction of landing, called the control tower, and entered the
pattern in the down-wind leg, Slowing the a!rplene doun to 160 M,P,T,,
the gear was lowered at beginnine of base leg. I observed the main gear
go down end loeck, checked the instrument vanel for green light and "down®
indication on selsyn indicator, Both indicated a safe condition for the
landing gear, I checked the hydirsulic pressure vhich imwmediately returned
t0 @ normal operating vressure as the gear locked,

The airplene was landed snocthly on the main gsar, holding ithe nose
wheel off for a short period, As the nose vheel was allcwed to touch the
runvay 1t capsised ard the ship skidded about three Mndred (300) yards
on the nose, Ignition, battery disconnect, and generator swltches were
cut during chis period of skldding, and I pulled the mixture to idle
cut-cf® position, It was possidle to maintaln some directional conirol
through full application of rudder and right brake to prevent the airplane
from leaving the rauway and plowing into soft mud shoulders, I had the
enginser gunner jetiison the canopyjust prior to stopping and abandon ship
imnediately, The rear armcrer gunner did likewlse and left ship immediately
upon coming to a halt, I placed bdoth gas selector valves in "off¥ position
to stop flow of gas from rupture ia the left side of the ship,

There were no injuries of any form experiasuced by any of the three
crew members, Lt, William H, Ames, stgt. Robert J, Brown and SISgt. Herman
S, Fessler,
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“WILLIAM H, AMES,
lst Lt,, Alr Corps,
e 671st Bowd Sq (L),
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6T1at BOMBARDMENP SQUADROY (L)
L1Ath BOVBARDMENT AROTP (L)

AP0, 4 1Un, U S, Army.
20 Detndhar 194,

gMTIRCT: Alreraft Acclident,

0 : Operations Officer, 41Ath Rombardment 3romp (L), APO #1L0, 11,8, Army.
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On the afterncon of 19 October 1944, we were flying traneition in A-26
41-391u45, out of station A-55, At 1715 hours we came over the field and Lt,
Ames celled the tower and entered the pattern, He slowed the airplane down to
160 M,P,H, and lowered the landing gear on the base lez. As I was in the front
cockpit with Lt, Ames I was able to obsarve that the main gear went down and
locked and also that the selsyn indicator and green lighte were in the safe
position, The hydraulic pressure returned to normal and the warning horn 41d
not blow at any time,

¥e made a normal landing on the main gear, but when the nose wieel came
down it collapsed and allowed the airplane to skid on its nose, for about
three hundred (300) yards. Lt, Ames cut all switches, throttles and mixture
controls as soon as possible after the nose hit and proceeded to keep the
airplane on an even keel by the use of his rudder and drakes. He then told
me to jettison the hatch, which I did, ¥Ye got out of the airplane as soon
as possible after the airplane stopned sliding., The armorer gunner jettisoned
his hatch and did likewise, None of the crew were hubt,

Rhd ) oo,

ROREPM I, BROWN, 15102500,
s/9gt,, ™eineer Tunner.
f71st “emd Squadron (L),
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671st BOMBAR™MEIT SQUADRON (L)
L16th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

A'Plo. # lhOU Uoso 'Lm.
19 October 19k,

SURJECT: Alrecraft Accident.

0 t Operations Officer, 416th Bombardment Group (L), APO #140, U,S, Army,
STATEMENT

™e undersipned was the armorer gunner in A-.‘?ﬁ! 41-79145 on 19 October
1944, in which the nose gear collasped,

I was operating lower sisht as we came into the final avoroach, Vhen
the flans went Adown I locked the sight to the rasr in Asumith and Elevation,
also the seat, I noticed the landing whirh was smooth and even, The plane
rolled down the runway and my at‘ention was averted to the inside o the
gunners compartmant, Then I fealt a heavy Jar and realized that the nose
gear had collasped, I immediately stood up in my seat and opened *the escape
hatech, I held it open with one hand while waiting for the ship to slow
dowvn enongzh “or me to zet out without injuring myself, As I was leaving the
plane through the escape hatch I observed 3/Szt, Brown jettison the hatch
in vilots compartment and both pilot and engineer left the plane lmdhtlly.

I 8114 dowvn the winz and joined them orn the runway,

There were no injuries received by the crew, lst Lt.. vw.H, Ames, S/Sat.
n,J, Brown and S/Sgt. H.S, Fessler,

s .
573»111 S. FESSLER, 37559%19.
8/Sgt, ," Armorer Gunner,
671st Bomd Sguadron (L),



A71st BOMBARDMPNT SQUADRON (L)
%1Ath Famdar iment Groun (L)

APO #1L0O, 11,8, Armv,
20 Detober 19Uk,
gMmICT: Aframaft Accident,

o) 1 Oparations Of“icer, !!16th Rombardment “rouv (L), AFO # 1L0, 1.8, Arnmy,

]
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To the best of my imowlelge 4-26 airplans v41-391L% was in good condition
for flicht and was glven all routine insvectiors befora flizht,

il T Ao eimiin

© JCSEPH CICCALONE, 31374015
Pfc,, 66Zth Bomb Sq (L).



LBLTH AIR SERVICE SQUADRON U-C/nvd
TEAM ™A™
LTH SERVICE GROUP

APO 149, U.S. Army,
26 November 1944.
SEIATEMENT
On 19 October 1944, Alrcraft A-26B-15, A.A.F. No. 4L1-391L5 crash-
landed on Airstrip A-55. The following was noted on inspection:
Spacer, OD Bearing, Part No. 1026614G10-0120 was left out in the
assembly of the nose wheel retracting mechanism; thus allowing too

much pley between the nose wheel down latch and the lower nose wheel
retracting link assembly.

Adjustment on retracting link was approximately two turns out of
ad justment.

The nose wheel switch was secured permanently to upper retracting

link &ssembly.
S L. CURTIS,

Captain, Air Corp.,
Engineering Officer.
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360433 1st Ind, E-CS5J=3
HEADQUARTERS NINTH -AIR FORGT, ™ £96, US Army. 14 DEC 1944 . : '

TO: Chief, Fly ng Safety, Ary Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina, .

Report ana recommendatio: ¢f Aircraft Acciiont O ficer apprwéd. J
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Major, A.0C.D., 5 D
7 Incls: (2 cys ea w/d) 5 Asst Adj. Gen, *

.. .
-
)
-
-~ % .
.
. 0 / . .
e
-
’
L
.
. ..

~1= . 517 .
NES®BIGTED, :



¢ o $ S e N *a g ':. y : ® oo > :E..
B s ; - R&ESTRICTED ’ L s
! F e .
S LB o ° -. L
u W-& L L‘;-J.;‘, . .
‘.&Un DIVISION () ys :
] # o i ¢ ..-
360433 : APO 140, Uy S, Armg . °*
' % 5 December 1944 °
SUBJECT: Transnittal o. A" ‘crn 1o . g Y 3
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