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READQUARTERS
49T SOMDANBENT GRIAUT L)

APO L0, US Army,
2, March 1945,

TATEMENT

On the morning mission of 21 ¥_rch 1945 I was flying in number seven
positior of the second flight of the first box, On the bomb run, while we
wore redeiving very accurate flak, I saw the number two airplane of 'she
first flight receive a direct hit, There wasz a brilliant red flash, the '
lert wing was tom off and, together with the debris, the airplane lmmediately
disappeared from the formation, I did not watch it down, but during the tims -
the airplane was within my field of vieion I did not cbserve any parachutes,

Acproximately tea seconds after the above aircruft was hit, I observed
the number five airplane of the first flight turn sharply out of formation -
to the right. The aircralt rolled almost onto its back in this turn and sy
disappeered from view, going down in v at I considered to be an uncontrolled
dive, I did not observe any parachutes from this aireraft, BPoth airers’i 4
were hit before bombs away.

Upen return to the field I found that e pilsu of the number two air-
craft, firut flight, was Lt. Cotton and the pilet of the rumber five aircraft,
first flight was Lt, Hadfield,

W. STOCKING
Lt, Colonel, Alr Corps.
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AFO (40, U.S: Aray,
25 'March Z945.

e ot ; On 21 Mareh 1945 I was flying an A-26 aiscraft on a combat mission.
: . 'I whs flying in No. 5 position, second flight, first box. ILt. Hadfield
. was flying in No# 5 position, firet flight, first box:  Just-a few minutes
. past. the inftial point, before opening our bomb-bay doors, I saw It. Hade
field's plane up to the right. It fell over on it's back and headed
straight down towards certh. I was a aile or two behind him at the time.
—— . From my position, I didn't see his plane hit by {lak. The lut I saw of
A > the plm the boab-DAY doore were GlOSed amu . Son 0o parGLHGLSS LSATe

g the plane,

g3 0 ! B STUART K. m
~ ‘ F/0, 153790,
642nd Bemb Sa (L;,
409tn Bemb Gp (L).
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APO 140, U.8, Amy,
25 March  1945.

On 21 March 1945 I was flying as an Enginser Cunner in an A-26 air-
ceraft in the mmber 5 positon of the second flight, first box on a bombing -
missfon, ILt. Hadfleld's plane was in the number five position in the first
flight, first bax. On the bomb run before the bomb-bay doors were opened,

I happened to glance tovard Lt. Hadfield's plane and saw it peel up with
.the left wing up., It then kept going and turned over oa ii's back while
nosing down. I kept the plane in my view until we passed over it and then

lost sight of it altogether. To the best of my knowledge no parachutes
opened, ’

e # T n

RICHARD E. TUCKER,
' sg""") 3755?3 ?1
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irs. Detty T. Badfield (wife)
1443 “utth 10th nm sw /
Salt Iake City, Utah
Hra, Hery mﬁ (ml
907 Richard mr-
mzum. wm
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