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HEADRQUAR
409TH BOMBARDMENT

APO 140, US Army,
24 lMarch 1945.

STATEMENT

{m the morning mission of 21 March 1945 I was flying in
aumber seven positilon of the sécond flight of the flrst box.
0 the bomb run, vhlle we were rezeiving very accurate flak,
I saw the number two airplane of the first flight ™ aeive a
#1rect hit. There was a brilliant red flash, the left wing
vas torn off ana, together with the debris, the sirpleane
fmmedintoly disapre-red from the format ion. I did not watech it
down, but during the time the airpleane was withir my field of
vislon [ di¢ not cbserve any parachutes,

Apnroximately ten seconds after the above sircraft was hit,
I observed the nuriber five airplene of the firat flight turn
sharply out of formatism to the right. The aircraft rolled
almost onto 1ts bunek in this turn and disappeersd from riew,
golng <own in whe't I considered to be an uncontroled dive. I
dlid noti vbserve any parachutes from this airerafi. Roth alp-
eraflt vere hit before bombs awey.

Upon return to the £ield I found tl.at the pilot of the
number two slrernft, first flight, was Lt. Cotton end the nilot
of the mumber five airerafi, first flight wes Lt. Hadfiel?.

LEWIS W. ST%
It. Colonel, Alr Corps.
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‘e . STATEMENT OF EYENITNESS
AP0 140, U.S. Army,
o On 21 Mzrch 1945, I wae flying as a turret gunner in the No, 6 poeition,

lst Flight, lst Box. It. Cotten's ship was in the Vo, 7 position of the same
flight. About two minutes before "bombs avay" cn the bosb run, my attention
wap called to Lt. Cotton's plane by my other gumner. My first sight of the
plane was when it passed under our plane after being apparently hit by flak.
I followed the flight of the plane on it's dowrward course until it ¢rashed
irto the ground and exploded.

The plane f{ish-tailed as it went down, making it essy for possible bail-
ing out by crew members, Vie to the limited visivility of my turret sight,
I was unable to see any open parachutes,

-’“[’_7 ,JLAM/;

SIDNEY DERNEF,
8/Sgt, 32990322,
Ah2ad Bomt €9 (L),
LO9th Bomb Gp (L).
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STATEMENT OF EYEWITIESS

AFO 140, U.S. Ay,
22 March 1945,

On 21 March 1945, I was flying in an A-26 airplane in the No, 6
position of the ist Flight, lst Box. I saw Lt. Cotton's plans receive a
direct flak hit on the bomb run about two minutes before "bombs away."”
His plane was flying No, 2 position of the same flight. Upon being hit,
It. Cotton's right wing was partially blown off. The plane then made a
rising turn and then fell to the left, passing under the formation, After
this I lost complete sight of the stricken plane.

Say TN N

* FREDERICK W, EITZEL,
S/sgt, 33799793,
642nd Bozb Sq (L),
409th Bomb Gp (L).
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HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE

in renly refear
to: Q.36

SUBVECT: Travemittal of Missing Alr Crew Reports.

TO -3 Commeiding General, Communicetions Zone, Euvopean Theater of
Operations USA, APO 8C€7, U S Army, Attention: AG Casualty Div.

Trananitted herswith are Missing Alr Crew Reports and allied
papers as listed below,

Yor the Commanding Officer:

W o

Captain, Alr COrpa,

Aset Opus Offiocer,

#%7 Inols:

Inel
Inecl
Inel
Inol
Inel
Incl
Inel

409 Bomb Gp (L), A-26Bl15, 43-22,59, 21 Mar 45
409 Bemb Gp (L), A-24B-15,43-27.353, 21 Mer 45
3€7 Bomb Gp, B-26G20, 44-6810", 21 Mar 45
325 Somb Cp, B=-2dG20, 44-0681C0, 14 Mar 45
410 Somb Gp (L), A-20KSI, 44-078, 13 Mur 45
397 Bomb Gr, B-26Gl, 43-34.7.2, 17 Mar 45
404 Fir Gp, P-47DEBRA, 42-78671, 21 Mar 45
Inel 56 Ftr Gp, P-47DEORA, 44-72277, 16 Nar 45
Inel 3€5 Ftr Gp, P=47D30, 44-35175, 19 Mav 45
Inel 10- MACR 474 Ftr Gp, P-38LS5, 44-£)548, 18 Mar 45
Inel 11~ MACR 474 Ftr Gp, P~38J10, 42-68092, 13 M=r 40
Inel 12- MACR 36 Ftr Gp, P-47D28RA, 42-28947, 16 Mar 45
Inel 13~ M.CR 404 Ftr Gp, P-47D30RA, 44-33128, 14 Mar 45
Inel l4=- MACK 404 Ttr Gp, P-47DB7, 4227234, 13 Mar 45
Inel 15« MACR 10th Photo Gp Ren, F=60, 44-10697 16 ®er 45
Inel 16« MACR 362 ¥tr Gp, P-47D28, 42-28848, 18 "Mar 45
Inel 17- MACR 362 Ftr Gp, P=47D11, 4276582, 20 Mar 4F
Incl 18« MACR 567 Rtr Cp, P-47D30, 44-33238, 15 Mar 45
Incl 19« MACR 362 Ftr Gp, P-47D22, 42-2¢038, 20 May 45
Inel 20- MACR 362 Ftr Gp, Ped7D22, 42-26277, 20 Mer 45
Inel 21« MACR 371 F¢r Gp, P-47D30, 42-T2975, 16 Mar 495
Inel 22« MACR 10th Photo Gp Ren, F-6B, 43-12164, 14 Mer 45
Inel 25~ MACR 3u2 Ftr Gp, P-47D30, 44-/2974, 14 Mar 45
Inel 24- MACR 4«06 Ftr Gp, P-47D30KA, 44-33185, 19 Mer 45
Incl 25-MACR 366 Ftr Gp, P-47026RA, 42-28274, 14 Mar 45
Inel 26~ MICR 375 Ftr Gp, P-47D28, 41-20071, 18 Mar 45
Inel 27- MACR 400 Fir Gp, FP-47D2CRE, 42-2060601, 14 Mar 4%

VDOm0~
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CONFIDENTIAL

1322077 ,.:,."

A6 360.33 Cas ist Ind. JUR/JrR.
EJROFRAN THEATER OF OPSRATIONS, APC 887 1y 8 aaMy, 13 April 1945.

20, GCommanding Gemeral, Army Alr Forces, Washingtem, 25, D.C.
_Attemtieas Statistiosl Comtrol Divislem.

1. Ferwarded in compliance with letter, War Department, AQ 704 (5 Jul 44)
OB=S=AAP-¥, dated 7 July 1744,

2. Recerds c¢f this headquarters indicute the present status of the erew
members of subjest aircraft to be misswing in action, on tae dates akown o2 the
various Missing Alr Crew Repiris inclosed, with the exceytiona showmn delows

Imel. 5§ = Cupt.  Willism C. Kmhis,  0+307647 20 Mmr, 1945,

. Theodor: W. u&’ w 21 Har. 1“’-

; vm. Denald F. EOW’ 3 71 21 Mar. 1,.‘5-

Tnel.10 - 2n¢ Lé. Fred W, Wraghs 0-773936 T Apre 1945,

Incl.ll = 3nd L‘_c l..'l.)i E. Byera, O'T‘“u : ars 1”,-
nﬂlcl’ - m Lto hﬁu Jo mﬂ.'”-. 0'71,“,

Inel.57 = lst L3. Williem A.Cumiinghan, :
: Jre 0-770194

FOR THE THEATER 'OMMNIDER:

27 Incls:
" nfe {dwp w/4)

r‘ﬁl!:‘*'hr‘?‘pg-q‘
: 8

S 0L AR
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7nd by, Donald J. Settss Fr. Barl o (etcon (father) - &£

8/sgs. hﬂ_ul. berd :. Franeie H. Levd, (Mﬁ) /

2/8gh. Doa X, Jond N, dngust Yord (fether) <
sona
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