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DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief navalive of seeient. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

TakeOff Accidents

; Lt, Heskell, pilot, was being checked out in a UC=64 on the morning
of lay 16, 1945. His instructor pilot, Lt, Martin, had just shot two landings before
changing seets and giving the controls to Lt, Haskell, The pilot started his take-
off from the interssction which is located half way domn the runwaey. The Tower told
the pilot that there was a slight tail wind, Shortly after starting dowm the runway
the ship weered first to the left end then to the right as = msult of owre-control-
ling, Finally the ship started to ground loop to the lsft end ran off the runway.
The pilot cut back the throttle soon after leaving the runwey. He then advanced the
throttle sgein to maintain more cormtrol in an atterpt to swing back toward the run-
way end avoid the crash truck end smbulance which he could see to his left. He had
no visibility directly ahsad becauss he was unesbls to keep his tail wheel in the air
ower the rough ground, The ship ran directly into a water tenk locsted 100 yurds to
the left of the runway and began to burn immedietely.

Lt. Martin was listed as a qualified check pilot in the UC=aly type
aircraft,

There is no control columm on brekss for the co-pilot to use w
asaist the pilot in the UC-&L type eircraft,

The runvay in use was #26 to the west, The wind was variable but
g@nerelly from 130° with a velocity of less than 5 m.p.he

Imediate Cause:r Adreraft ran intc s water tenk loceted 100 yards
to the left of the upwind erd of the runway,

anl 1. Pilot was overeccntrolling. :
2, Failure to cut engine when eireraft first

got out of control,
- 3¢ Pilot hed rot flown an_aircraft with anything
but a triecycle gear for over a yeer.

Responsibilitys  Student pilot error 70%
Instructor pilot srror 30%

The instructer pilot should have had student
pilot start at beginning of runway, also should
have cut back throttle end shut off switches
when sireraft first got out of control.

Fegouendaticnas 1. Use el! of runway for taks=off,

2, Whenever possible, a more steble airersft with
conventional type gear be used before latting
pilots check out in the TC.6) after having be-
coms sceustomed to the tricycle type lending
gear.

INCLOSURES: 7
Incl #1 -« Stetemant of Pilot,
Incl.#2 - 3tatement of Co-Pilot,
Inel #3 - Statement of Flying Control Officer,
Inel #4 - Stetement of R,T, Oparstor,
Inel #5 - Statemsnt of Engineering Officer,
Inel « Statement of Crew Chief,
Inecl '7 - Photomﬁu.
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Colonel, Air Corps,
Comuendinge

r, L\,O‘:‘ll + (a [&’{)I‘fb‘[«l
HARCLD A mm. t‘.m1.. Air corj'.g
D!puty.Grmp Ocmmapder,

o+ Air Corps,
Weather Offiger,

DOIALD J.%IGEH‘, Ceptes MeOe,

Madical Officer,

WILLIAM s 2nd Lt,, Air Corps,
Group Engineering Officer,
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20 May 1945

Lt, Mertin was checking me cut in the UC-b4 on the morning of May 16
and hed chot e few landings himself, We had taxied back to the herdstend
end T moved over to the pilot's sest while he got into the co-pilot's seat,
I adjustad the rudder pedals sc that I would not bs cramped end checksd the
controls for full movement. I taxied back to the runwey and was clsared by
the Cantrol Tower for teke-off, The Tower werned me thet I wculd be taking
off with a slight tail wind, I eased on the throttle and sterted rolling
all right for s whils, but befcre I hed tim® to pick up flying spe~d, the
shiy started tc ground loop to the left. I applied right rudder and right
brake but still ran off the left of the runway. I cut the throttle but sew
I wes heading off in the direction of the crash truck end embulapce. I add-
ed throttls sgain to obtain betiar cantrol and trisad to swing back toward the
runway., I could not see anything directly ehead of m® beceuse I was bouncing
eround so much on the rough ground that it was impossible to keep the tail in
the air. I naver did ses the water wagon . I do not remember turning off eny
switches, 4

St K Haakits GA)

ROEERT W. FASKELL,
Znd Lt.. Alr cm..




SIATZKENT
<0 May 1945

On the morning of 16 Mey, I was checking out Lt, Haskell in & UC-64.
Freviously he had received about sight hours as co-pilot with me and he
hendled the ship in the air without diffieculty. I shot two landings for
him before changing ssats with him, We hed to go beck tc the herdstend
and edjust the rudder pedals =0 that h® would heve anough room to work the
controls properly without hitting his kn~es, After this adjustwent b* said
he could manag® th® comtrols all right, BHe taxisd back to the intersection
of the runway, which is ebout half way down the runway, and took off from
there, I had telsn off from this point meny timeg before end know there was
plenty of runwey in which to take-off. The Contrcl Tower told us we would
have a slight teil wind, Lt Haskell eased on gquit® & bit of throttle before
relessing the brakes. We rollsd O.K. for 2 while, then starteé zoing to the
left, Lt. Hasl»1ll straightened the ship out once but then rolled of{ the
laft side of the rawey, Shortly thereafter h: cut the power, We were
bouncing pretty much and had just missed ssveral bamd creters when he advanoce
ad the throttle sgain. I ecoculd se> thet Lt, Heskell was excitsd but I could
not be of much assistanc® since there is no control column on brak®s on the
right side of the coekpit. I cesught a glimpse of the water wagon and reached
up and cut the megnito switch just before w» collided with the weter wagon,
I pulled the emergsncy door release, unbuckled my safety belt end fell on uy
back, I wes sover~d wish burning gescline =nd could not essist Lt, Haskell

in getting out,
Lokt Ol €t )

1st Lt,, Air Corps.




FLYING CONTRCL
Station A-69

18 May 1945
SUBJECT: Stetament on Creshed A/C,
™ ¢t All Concerned,

At 0932 hours UC-6)4 No, 261 called the tower for take-off instructions.
Tower instructed take-off on R/¥ 26 and cautionsd pilot of a slight teil wind,
UC-&4 No, 261 tock the runwey at the intersection and sterted down the runway
for teke-off, Aftsr covering epproximately 1350 feet of the runway, the eire
creft started to weer left as though starting to ground loop, then started
across the field in a westerly direction. South of the runvay the throttle
seemed to be cut about half way. After covering approximstely 400 feet of the
area south of the runway, the aircreft engine was gunned and it continued in a
southwesterly direction and creshed into an old water tank at the west end of
the field, A fire truck and an ambulence were sent out immediately. Aircraft
had been shooting landings before the accident happrened.

Captain, Air Corps,
3.7.C.0.
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FLYING CUNTRCL
Station A=69

18 May 1945
SUBJECT: Statement on Creshed A/C,
TO t All Concerned.

At 0932 UC-64 No, 361 called for take-off instructions., Tower
instructad take-off on R/W 26, and slsc cauticned the pilot of a sli ht tail
wind, UC-64 No, 361 took runwey st the intersection and started dowmn R/W,
After covering spproximately 1750 feet, the aireraft appeared tc veer left as
though sterting to ground locp, and then started acros: the fisld in a west-
erly direection. South of th® runway, throttle appeared to b cut more than
half. After covering epproximately 4OO fest of the area south of the runway,
airereft gunned engine and continued in a southwesterly direction and crashed
into 2 water tank at the west end of the field, Aireraft hed been shooting a
few landings before the accident ha pened,

™ ;’C‘—'{h—h— ———
Sgtl, John Greham,
R/T Oporator.



16 may 1945

Oon the 10 May 1945, UC=54A Alrplane,Serlal Number 43=35361,
was test hopped after completion of a two hundred (200) hour lnape
ection, The pilot reported the aircraft as being "OK".

on the 15 May 1945, the pilot reported that the tall wheel
had a bad shimmy, The tail wheel tire was replaced, and on the
two (2) subsequent flights, the aircraft was reported "0OK".

Oon preflight, the morning of 16 May 1945, no defects were
notede A thorough visual inspection was performed, and the aircraft
was then pronounced ready for any flight,

CHARLES He STEWART
captain Alr Corps
Engineering Officer

— ‘.A—F‘:
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16 May 1945

On the morning of 16 May 1945, I accomplished the pre=~
flight inspection on UC=84A Alrplane, AAF Serlal Number 43=35361,
This inspection included an opersational check of the engine and
flight controls, and a thorough inspection of the complete eirplane,
puring this inspection everything was found tc be satisfactory and
operating normally.

After completion of the pre=flight inspection, a daily inspe
ection was performed, and everything found to be satisfactory. The
sirplane was then considered safe for any flight, and, to the best of
my knowledge, was in the best possible mechanical conditlions

b A /S000ee

VIN H. HOOVER
S/Sgte Alr Corps
Crew Chilef
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HEADQUARTERS
416TH BOsBARDLENT GROUF (L)
Office of the Commending Officer

m u°0 U‘. w'
23 Mey 19,5«

SURTECT: Trensmittal of AAF Form 14,
i"1'0 t Comending Gsneral, 9th Air Division (M), AFO 140, U.S. Amy,

Trepsnitted herewith is AAF Form 1 in quedruplicate (with ineclosures) covering
pirers?t sccident of 16 Mey 1945, UO-64A, ACE j3-35361, Form 1's end form 1-A's
are not ineluded with this mport due to the fect thet the eireraft burnsd, end these
forma were destroyed,

For the Coumending

360,33  1st Ind., E-G-3
HEADJUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISIOY, APO 140, U, S. ARMY, 2 June 1945.

T0: Cormsnding General, Ninth Air Force, APO €96, U. S, Army.

1. Submitted in complience with Memorancum 55«1, Headeuarters Finth Adr Force,
deted 5 March 194%7.

2, Delay in sutmission due %o coordinstion and further investigstion within
this headquarterse.

For the Commanding Generals 9
-
‘ C. C. VEGA, r
- :
8 Inclss LT. COLONEL, AC.\
Incl 1 = WD AAF Form 14 (in trip) ADJUTANT GENERAL,

Incl 2 = Statement of Pilot (in trip)

Incl 3 = Statement of Co-Pilot (in trip)

Incl 4 = Stetement of Flying Coutrol Cfficer (in 4rip)
Incl 5 - Statement of R,T. Operstor (40 trip)

Inel 6 - Statement of Engineering Cfficer (1n trip)
Incl 7 - Statement of Crew Chief (in trip)

Incl 2 = Photographs (in trin)
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360,32 2nd Ind. E
HAADQUARTLRS, NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Ammy, 12 Juns 19LS. 3

Tos Comandirg General, AAF, Winston=Salem 1, liorth Carolina, (Attn: Chief, Flying
s&fﬁw.) I

Report and recamendation of Aircraft Accident Committee approved.

el

A G.D.’
8 Inclss n/c (2 cys ea w/d) As Adj. Gen.

SZRYL

For the Comma ding General:
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