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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
L]

e

( Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibilitynd recommendations for action to prevent repejition) e
. - * -
-

+ At gpproximetely 0130, 24 Jume 1945, Lt, Depner wes retumning from a night navigationel
training flisht, He did not have madio contact with the tower, but entered the pattern
for the runwey in use, He maede & lerge pattern end dropped his landing pgear on the downe
wind les at an sirspeed of 150 mph, Lt. Dspner felt the gear go down and checked the lande
ing gesr indicstor light snd the hydrsmlie pressure gauge, The 1ight was green indicating
the gear wes down and locked, and the hydrsulie pressure geuge reed 1000 pounds pressure,

* Lt Dapner made a good tweepoint landing, and then gradually lowered the nose wheel to the
- ground, Shortly after tha noss wheel touched and the sireraft had rolled about 300 yards,
the left gear glowly collapsed, Oonsidersble right breke was' lppliod to keep ‘the airoraft
from swrving into other sircraft parked well to the left of the runway. There was no
injury to the crews

DAEDIATE CAUSE, Collapse of left mein gear shortly after touching down during a

night lendings
UNDERLYING CAUSE:s Failure of left mein gear to lock in the extended positiome ‘
EBPoiSIBILITY Unde te rmined, No malfunctiom or discrepeney could be detected as ‘

lending gear, landing gear indicator lights, sslsyn indicator, i
and hydrsulic system all checked perfectly on subsequent investigationm
end repeatsd retraction *ests, The investigstiom was made by the

Group Engineering Officer, two Squadrom Engimeering Officers, 885th

Air Service Engineering Syu:edron’'s Emgineering Officer, snd the |
Dougles Field Service Rerresentative,

o g ¢ e

EECQAEIDATIUG None,

- , - i

INCLOSURES: 11
Incl, #1 - Statement of Pilot.
Incl, #2 « Statement of Gumner,
Inol. #3 = Statement of Plying Control Ofrioor. .
incl, # - Statement of Duty Tower Ofﬂoor. - L. e
Inel. z « Statement of Sousdron Enginesring Officer, e
Inel, Statemsnt of Group Engineeringy-Officer,

Inel, #7 = Statement of Crew Chief,
Inel, #8 - Stetement of Dougles Field Service Representative,
Incl +#9 = AAF Form 1,
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24 June 1945

On 23 June 194°, I was flying AAF Airplane A2/ B.20, Serial Mumber 4l
39252, in a routine night navigation training flight, After normal tske-off
run, I became eirborne and when I atterpted to retract the lending gear, the
left gear would not retract. I then moved the geer selector control to the
dowm rosition md had sergesnt Griffin, Aeriel Gummer, who wae riding in the
jump-seat, depress the ecolencid erd move the control to the "UP" pgsition
again, This time the operation was successful and I continued my scheduled
£1ight,

After completion of my flight, I epproached the £ield and entered the
treffic pattern on my dowmnewind leg, I lowered my gear with no noticable
diffieulty, checked the hydrauliec pressure and down end lock light,
Everything indicate? o safe position and nothing out of the ordinmry was ob-
served, The touch-down was made end the landing itself wes not hard, AMter
rolling approximately 300 yerde down the runway I noticed a gradual sinking
and a tendency to swerve toward the left, I applied right Yroke in en enden-
vor to keep the airer-ft rolling streight., However, the left geer collepsed
completely cnd the aireraft swerved off the runwey and came to a stop. -one
of the crew were injured,

y —t g

1at Le,, My Corps,
Pilot,

og

o



STATEKENT

APO 140, U S Army
24 June 1945

T flew with lst Lt. Depner on the night of June 23, 1945, as gunner in air-
eraft A-26B=20, Serial Number }1-39252, We took off et 2 and flew three
hours navigation, everything functioning properly, ¥We made our approach at 0130
in normal procedure, put landing gear down, Lighte shown green, wheels down end
locked and male a smooth landing. After coasting approximately three quarters
of the way down the runway, the left main gear, suddenly colasped, The pilot
used his right brakes %o prevent the aireraft from spining. No rember of the
erew was injured,

daiid T fpfe

Armement Gunner
32871791
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OFFICE OF FLYING CONTROL
AAF STATION A-59

26 Jure 1945
STATENMENT

On or sbout 0136, 2L Jume 1945, aireraft No, 252 "D*, pilot, Lt, Depner,
mede a normal approach on runway 13s Upon lending the 1sft mein gear collapsed
as aireraft was observed to swerve to the laft gbout threefourths tha way

down the runway. .

The control tower did not have redio eontact with the above sircraft before
llnﬂing.

Orash truck, fire truck and smbulence were dispatched to scene, All

concerned were notified,
/%‘Zi
JACK P, BARTON,

Oept., Air Corps,
SeFeCelo

J



670TH BOMBARIMENT SQUADRON (L)
416TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

APO 140, US AR,
23 June 1945

SIAIEBMENL

on or about 0136 hours, 24 Jume 1945, A-26B, mumber 4l-33252,
touchel down et A=59, after making a normal treffic pattem for lande
ing, The tower did not have radioc eontact with the aircraft prior
to landing, however, After the landing the landing lights went out
and sparks were observeds Ambulance, crash trucks, and tow track
were dispatchel and proper personnel were notified,

The airemft had swerved off to the left of the runmy after
left main gear had collapsed, Neither. the pilot nor the gunner were
1““0

.i PR 3 ;"1../

RSSELL FOFD,
l't I'tb. AC.
Duty Tower Officer.
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STATEMENT

24 June 1945

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

There were no defects noted on A-26R-20 Alrplane, A.A.F
Serial Number 41-39252, on the morning of 23 June 1945. The
Alirplane made cne (1) previous flight on that day, and no
Landing Gear difficulty was reported by the pilot.

A Daily Inspection was made prior to night flying, and at
this inspection the landing gear was given a thorough visual
inspection. All clearances were checked, and no defects were
noted. For a period of 263:35 flying hours no landing gear
difficulty has been reported by any pilot.

After completion of the evening daily inspection, the
Alrplane was considered fit for any flight.

JOHN T, ARDRE'S,

lgt Lt., Alr Corps,
Ass't. Eng. Officer. ’77
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S=T=A=T=E«M«E=N-T

I investigated the accident which occurred on A-26B=20 airplane AAF
No 41-39252, and found no materiel failure to left landing gear. This left
gear collapsed after aircraft's landing on the night of 23 June 1945 and before
reaching the end of the runway. A rigid daily inspection was made on the landing
gear prior to night take=-off and it was considered in excellent condition. A
thorough inspection, including a retraction test, was oconducted on the airplane's
landing gear after the accident and it was found to function in a normal manner.
No cause for failure of this gear is evident as the result of retraction tests

and hydraulic system inspection. :
A«g 7. ANDREWS,

1st Lt., Air Corps,
Actg Group Engineering Officer.
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24 June 19545

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

On the morning of 23 June 1945, I performed both the
pre-flight and dally inspections on A-26B-20 Alrplane, A.A.F.
Serial Number 41-39252, As part of these inspections the
landing gear was checked for proper clearance and over-lap,
and was found to be correct. The landing gear was visually
inspected, end no defects were noted. The same inspection
was also performed prior to night-flying on this date.

Eleven (11) days prior to this date a one-hundred (100)
hour inspectior was completed, and & retraction test mads,
which checked out "ox".

On completion of the pre-flight and dalily inspectlons on

23 June 1945, the Alirplane was, to my belief, in the best
mechanical condition, and safe for any flight.

HARLAN KRCBOTH,
Sergeant, Alr Corps,
Crew Chief. OSO

e /’/,“



28 June 1945

STATEMENT

On 24 June 1945, A-26BD,L, airplane No, 41-39252 was on night flying operations
and mede a landing et statiom A-59, During this lending the pilot mad® a normal approach
and after hitting the runway the pilot seid that the airplane reacted ss if the left hamnd
tire was going flat, Along about thet time the left hand prop hit the runway and the
airplane gwerved over to the left just off the runway,

In the moming the airplane was hoisted and #s the airplane was lifted the
left hand mein landing gear dropped gradually ocut of the nacelle, The last four to aix
inches, just before the gear went In to full leck down positiom, had to be kicked imte
Place,

At 9100 AM, on 2 June 1945 I board shout this mishap frem the personnel
on the flight line of Squadrem *C*, I also learned thet the airplene had been taken
over to the service team, Being the Douglas representstive at A-59 I went over to
investigste the airplame, I hed the service team put the eirplane om jacks and the
edjustments were checlked and found to be setisfactory smd within telerance, Retractiom
test wes made by use of the hend pump, Landing gear checked out okay.

Purther checks were made 26 Jume 1945 with a portadls hydrauliec test stand,
at which tim® the airplane wes put up on three jecks end lending geer was checked out
with full hydreulic pressure of 1000 pounds, Four retrastions were nade end =ll were
satisfactory.

This teing a normal test check that is used to check out A-26 landing gears

and hydreulic systems insures that the hydrsulic system snd the lending gear om airplane
No. 41-39252 was functioning normally when the lending was made,

?/M.
KAZHLER,
glas Field Service Representative,
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BEADQUARTERS
4161 BULBARDMENT GROUF (L)
Office of the Commending Officer

AFO 10, U.8, ‘m'
30 June 1945,

SUBJECT: Trensmittel of AAF Form 1k,
70 t Commending Gensral, 9th Air Division, APO 140, U.8. Army,

Trenamitted herewith is AAF Fom 1) ir ouadruplicate (with ineclosures) om
aireraft accident of Lt, A, W, Depner, 2) June 19)5, in A-26B-20, ACSN 41-39752,

o

rd
‘-L-(f":‘,l / J'A"'""——

2 SCHENKEIN,
Mz jor, Air Corps,
Adjutlnt.
1 Inel « AAF Form 1 L in quadruplicste (with ineclosures),
360,33 1st Ind, EeQ=1/ ‘

HEADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U.'S. ARMY, 19 July 1945.
 T0: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO €96, U, S, Army.

l, Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air
Force, datod 5 March 1945.

2¢ Delay in submission due to report being returned to group for correction.
rwthocc-nmmﬂclgnls

: ‘/ J{S/%Zj/i@/ﬁb

. L. PARMENTER,
12 Incls: CAPTAIN, A.C,
Incl 1 = AAF Form No. 14 (trip) TN N
Incl 2 = Statement of Pilot (trip)
Incl 3 = Statement of Gumner (trip) ,.
Incl 4 = Statement of F/C Officer (tﬂi) &Ys,
Incl 5 = Statement of Duty Tower Off, (trip) ¥
Incl 6 = Statement of Engr. Officer (trip) 23 JUL 1945
Inel 7 = Statement of Gp Engr Off (tﬂg) wasqueatind f3
Incl 8 = Statement of Crew Chief “""f 'ff'-'--:/:;;’
Incl 9 = Statement of Field Svoe Rep (trip) g /e
Incl 10 = AAF Form 1 (gpyp) FoAV i
Inel 11 = AAF Form 1A (trip)
Inal 12 - Photos (trip)
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360433 2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR FORCE, AFO 696, U S Amy, 28 July 15L5.

To: Comianding General, AAF, Winston-Salem 1, North Carclira. (Attn: Chief,
Flying Safety.) \
Raoért of Aircraft Accident Committee approwd‘ \ Y

For the Comanding General: he ki,

12 Incls: n/c (2 cys ea w/d)
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. 360433

2nd Ind,
HEADQUAKTEES, lnmmram, APO 696, uauq, 28 Julg 19:5,

To: Commnding General, AAF, Winston-Salem 1, North Carclina. (Attas Glhf,
: Flying Safety,)

Report of Aircraft Accidemt Committee approwed,
For the Commanding Generals

mu B. LEWIS
x AoGoDoy
12 Inclss n/c (2 cys ea w/d) Aslt 4j General,
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