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HISTORICAL mer. AT OF THE 2055th ENGINE:.n AVN PInE FIGHTING PLATOON
13 June 1944

On the 5th of July 1943 under T/0 & E 5-837, dtd 12 May 1943,
and General Order # 256 Hgs. Third Alr Force, Tampa, Florida, dtd
5 July 1943, the 2055th Enginecr Aviation Fire Fighting Platoon was
activated at Harding Field, Baton rouge, La, under the command of
Major Hertz and Major Cranford, Lt nobert D Scott was assigned and joined
this organization per p r 11 S0 202, dtd 28 July 1943, Hgs Harding Field,

While stationed at Harding Field the unit received general
engineering baslie training which included close order drill, physical
trailning, hikes and night problems, map reading, lectures on demolition
and chemical warfare and also had practice in camouflage.

2d Lt Herbert W Blanchard assigned and joined this organization
per par 16 S0 231 dtd 26 Aug,.43, Hqs Harding Field, La,

2d Lt anobert D Scott transferred from this organization to 3rd
E.A.U.T.C., MeD111l Fleld, Florida per mr 2 S0 253, dtd 26 Aug.43 Hgs
Harding Field, La.

2d It Mont n Anderson assiﬁned and joined this organization per
par 8 30 253 dtd 28 Aug.43 lqs Harding Field, La,

The following is a list of the enlisted personnel that has joined
and been transferred from this unit, up until departure fror the US,
Indicating the source from which obtained and where they were trans-
ferred to: On 28 July 1943 the following EM were ascigned and jéined
fr Hqs.Basic Training Center # 7, AAFTTC, Atlantic City, N.J. George
L Hineman, Jack K Hiltibrand, James M Hotsenpiller, Sigal W Hughes,
Norman W Ingraham., Kenneth B Justus, Vincent F Scobbo, and Crharles
J Taylor.

On 2 Aug.43 the following EM were assigned and joined from Hgs
IS AAFTC Seymout Johnson Field, N.C.: David L Abstance, Dale A Bok,
Kermit D Case, Edmund M Galicki, Billiam A Gosse, Walter K Kaminski,
Kaymond F Kerlin, Frank J MeKlosky, Harold E Nichols, Hershel S Pitts
Harold Quintiliani, Lloyd H Seelye and Charles J Taylor. 4 Aug.4s
Milford A Montgomery and Steve A Szumski came from Hqs Serasota ABAC,
Sarasota, Florida, on 8 Aug.43 Harold L Lang and Hobert B Puprdy came
fromigs SC Unit # 1959 Ft. MacArthur, Calif. 10 Aug.43 Kyle %ood mme
from Hq BTC # 10 AAFIC, Greensboro, N.C. 11 Aug.45 Freeman Hawmes
came from Hq SCO 1909 Ft, Lewis, Washington., Lloyd Lovelace also reported
this date from Hq AAFIS & BTC, Gulfport, Miss, 12 Aug.45 Hoy H Sorensen
rptd from Hg RKC Ft Leavenworth, Xan, also Erwin T Patterson and Chester
it Jones rptd same day from Hq RC Ft, Sam Houston, Texas.

On 11 Aug.43 @illiam A Gosce was trfd to 49th BHQ and AB Sgdn at
Harding Field, La. on 18 Aug.45 Charles J Taylor and Vincent F Scobbo
were trfd to 2040th EAFFP On 20 Aug.43 Harold J Severson rptd from
Hq 1613th SU Camp Grant, Ill, On 22 Aug.43 Edmund F Galicki and James
gqﬁﬁaﬁegpiller trfd to 2039th LAFIP 24 Aug.45 fichard D Stover rptd fr

altimore, Hd, -
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On 25 Aug.45 Ernest o Barrett, rptd to this organization fr Hq
Denidder AAB, Derldder, La. 26 Aug.4o Hobert E Carnes and James
E loneyhun rptd fr Hq AA® FKellogg Field, Battle Cfeek, Mich.
28 Aug.45 Carlos Lopez was trfd fr 2029th EAF.P Hq &4/F, La. 2 Sep.43
Dominieck J Faccadlo came fr Hq Hunter Field, Ga. 3 Sep.45 Harold L
Lang trfd to ACU, H/F, La, 6 Sep.45 Kenneth C Ellis came to this organ=-
ization fr Hq AAB MacDill Field, Fla. 11 Sep.43 Kyle Wocd trfd to 49th
EHy & AB Sqdn, H/F, La, 14 Sep.43 Kermit D Case brfd to 48th BHY & AB
SqdnH/F, La, 22 Sep.43 Milford A Montgomerg trfd to Shepnerd Field,
Texas, 25 Sep.43 nobert P Jacober came fr Hq 1544th SU aC Ft,Thomas,
fy. 27 Oct.45 Steve A Szumski trfd to 206srd EAF¥P, H/F.La, 27 Oect.43
fobert F Powers, Willie Martinez and Oscar L Holmstrom, came fr 2065th
EAFFP, H/F, La. 13 Nov.45 Carlos Lepez trfd to 206lst EAF-P, 13 Nov,43
Martinez, Pitts, Carnes, Hughes, trfd to srd sepl., Depot, Plant fark,
Fla. 18 Nov,43 Charles M Toole trfd fr 2064th EAF“P to 2055th EAF P,
and on 2 Dec.45 trfd to BPUE 27 Dec,43 Purdy trfd to BPOs.

On 15 Sep,.43 the unit departed for Hamwond, La., for the purpose
of bivouac and wualification with the 350 cal. Carbine nifle for a
period of one week., During that period demonstrations in demolition
were given and also problems in simulated attack of well fortified
munition dumps and enemy lines, The stpy there under fileld conditions
proved very ecducational and successful, 85% of men qualified as Marks-

man or better.

On 20 Sep.43 the unit returned to Harding Fileld, La, After return-
ing to the home station for further training, the unit departed for
the Engineer Fire Suppression School at Camp Pontchartrain, New
Orleans, La, , on 2 Oct,45,this course lasted approximately six weeks
and dealt with practical fire problems such as oil and gas fires,
plane vrashes, domestic fires and oll tank fires, Instruction in care
and maintenance of equipment was also given, This unit was rated one
of the best which was pvoven by actual demonstration and witnessed
by ranking officers from the 3rd Rir Force, After completion the unit
retumndd to larding Field, La,

On 20 November 43 this unit depabted for a port of Fmbarkation
for movement overseas. At this staging area final procsssing took for t
overseas movement, Frotective clothing was 1ssued for protection against
chemical warfare,

On 28 Dec,.43 this unit left the States enroute to Seeret Destinstion

On 11 Jan, 43 this unit disembarked at Glasgow, Scotland from there
we were taken to our first station in the ETO, This was Statlon 489
at Cottesmore, iutland. This was not a permanent Station.

The following Officer and EM were sent to o twe weeks £l e fighting
school at RAF Station, Sutton-con-Hull, 24 Lt Mont &t Anderson, S/Sgt
James E Moneyhun, Cpl Erwin T Patterson, left orgenization 19 Jan.44
and returned 2 Feb.44.

On 5 Feb.44 this unit left Station 489 for Wethersfield, Essex
County, Station 170, We moved by motor convoy and train. The motor
convoy consisted of two trucks, onejeep, all loaded with supnlies, and
six enlisted men. Lt Anderson and 22 Ell travelled by train. Upon arrival

at this station it was learned the we were attached tc the 416th Bomb
Group of the Ninth Bomber Command. Lt Anderson was Appointed Fire

Marshal also." ,«ﬂ. | EQEE(JFQEE-r.
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On 6 Feb,44 Lt Anderson signed for fire equipment en the bese and
this unit assumed all fire fighting duties.

14 Feb.44 one of our planes crashed and burned near Gosfield. We
did not take part as i1t was much closer to Gosfield, plane was a total
loss and Pilot killed. Also on 14 Feb,44 Harold Quintilisni left this
organization on DS to taks HAF fire fighting training at Sutton-on-
Hull, England.

15 Feb.44 a plane landed with no bragkes, overshot snd crashed
in ditch, one truck went to scene, no fire.

During this month flying consisted mostly of cross country and
locals, One section was on the line at all times when flying was in
progress, ’

1 MNar.48 to 31 Mar.44, Operational missions started-:2 lar.44
Vie had operational missions on the following days in March; 2,3,6,7,
11, 18,19,20,22,23,25,26. Approximately 400 planes tock off on these
missions. On 4 Mar.44 a plane came back from operations and could not
get its wheels down, it was sent to crash land in the sea, pllot and
gunners balled out and were safe,

Night flying started on the 26 Mar.44 the field was open 24
hours a day and as long as flying was in progress men were on the line,

1 Mar,44 Harold <uintiliani returned from DS to organization
15 liar,44 Hobert Jacober returned from DS to organizadion.

17 Mar.44 a fire was reported near the mess hall, it was an
English truck. The tarpaulin burned off byt no other damage, Also
James E lloneyhun was put in the guardhouse at Station.

14 Mar.44 Standley Hay, “illiam Becker were on temporary duty to
this organization for fire fighting instructions, from Station 165,
On same day “uintiliani, Severson, Lovelace and Sorensen went to
Statlon 165, for purpose of instructing fire fighting for a period of
two weeks,

15 Mar,44 Jacober returned from Fife school at Sutton-on- Hull
to his organization,

17 Mar.44 Moneyhun was reduced to grade of private.

20 Mar.44 Erwin T Patterson was transferred to Det, of Patlents
121st Station Hospital.

28 lMar.44 ray, Becker were relieved from attached. Also <uintilisni
Severson, Lovelace and Sorensen returned from DS to duty.
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Perlod 1 April 1944 to 30 April 1944 incl.

During this period over 1000 planes flew on operational missions,
average mission was 37 planes, lilssions were flown on about 22 out of
the 50 days, Often 3 Missions were flown in 24 hours. This combined with
night flying and batseyes, kept the crash crews on the line an average
of about 17 hours a day.

9 April 1944 one of our planes crashed at Finchingfield, it was
a total loss and the pllot and a passenger were killed, Two of our
truchs went to this fire but plane was too far gone to be saved upon
arrival of trucks,

10 April 1944 Unit reorganized in accordance with T/0 & E 5-500
dabed 51 July 1943 and per par 1 GO 16, Hq 9th Air Force,

15 April 1944 the following men were transferred to 2147th EAF P
Ellis, Faceadio, Hiltibrand, @uintiliani, MacDpnald, McKlosky and
Taylor. Powers transferred to 2145th EAF-P,

16 April 1944 lioneyhun transferred to Disciplinary ‘ng Center #4
PE«IOD 1 MAY 1944 TO 31 MAY 1944 INCL.
The following 1s a report of missions this month.

1 May 44 1 liission of 38 planes
3 May 44 36 planes took off all returned
4th, 5th and 6th there were no missions,
7 May 44 57 planes took off, 1 ship did not return, 42 planes
took off all returned.
10 May 44 57 planes took off, all returned
11 May 44 38 planes took off, all returned
12 May 44 38 planes took off, all retumned, again 41 planes took
off, all returned,
15 May 44 41 planes took off, all returned
14 May 44 56 planes took off, all returned
165th, 16th, 17th, 18th, no mis-ions.
19 May 44 38 plmes took off, 36 returned .
20 May 44 58 planes took off, 32 returned
21 May 44 no mission
22 May 44 38 planes took off, all returned
25 May 44 no mission
24 May44 38 planes took off, all returned, 42 took off,all returnec
25 May44 37 planes took off, all returned
26 May 44 43 planes took off, all retiyrned
27 May 44 41 planes took off{y all returned
27 May 44 41 planes took off, 37 retubned
28 May 44 42 planes took off, all returned, 58 took off,all returned
29 May 44 36 planes took off, all returned
30 May 44 38 planes took off, all returned,32 took off, all returnec
51 May 44 52 planes took off on practice mission

4 May 44 Norman Ingraham went to Station 424 on DS for course in

Camouflage, mines, booby traps. 19 lMay while awaiting a mission
a fire broke out in the guard post at the exit to the bomb dump.

- QfnRrET : i
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One section reported to the fire and immediately put it out, About
30 g:llons of water were used,

50 lay 44 in the night a fire was reported, A plane on a hard stand had
a small fire in the right engine, One section reported and foznd it had
been put out by the crew, using foam extinguishers,

PEAJOD 1 JUNE TO 50 JUNE 1944 INCL.

During this period this Unit was on the line for, 50 Missions which
took place on 21 days, and four (4) nights of night flying/

On days that there were no missions there was a section on the 1line
for local flying which was in progress,

No fire occured during this month,

The following 1s a schedule of days with missions and nights with
night flying.

June 44 Local flying
June 44 One mission
June 44 One mission
June 44 @ne misséon
June 44 Local flying
June 34 Two miscions
June 44 Two missions
June 44 Two misslons
June 44 Lom 1 flying
10 June 44 Two mis=lons
11 Jupje 44 ONe mission
12 June 44 One mission and night flying
13 June 44 One mission
14 June 44 Two missions
15 June 44 Two missions
16 June 44 One mission
17 June 44 Local flying
18 June 44 Two missions
19 June 44 Local flying
20 June 44 One miscion
21 June44 Two missions and night flying
22 June44 One mission
25 June 44 Local flying
24 June 44 Two missions
25 June 44 One mission
26 June 44 Local flying
37 June 44 Local flying
28 June 44 Lox 1l flying
29 June One lilssion

30 June 44 One mission

OCODI®mod G-

2d Lt M . Anderson's promotion to lat Lt came through on the 10 June
1944 effective as of the 1 June 1944,

-s- SECRET
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PRERICD )1 JULY 1944 to 31 JULY 1244

During this period this Unit was on the line for 25 missions, which
took place on 19 days and six nights of night flving.

On days that there were no misszlons there was on Section on the line
for local flylng which was in progress,

The following is a 1list of fires and crashes which occured during
this period.

11 July 1944 one of our planes crashed near Gosfield, Be did not
go as 1t was closer to Gosfield Base, Pilot was killed

1€ July 1944 A liosquito Bomber crashed near Steeple Bumstead, Upon
arrival of our truck the NFS had the fire under control, Two were killed
and plane was a total loss, Men at scene of fire were Lt Anderson,
Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, T/5 Ingraham, T/S5 Seelye, Pfe HNichols,
Pyt Justus,

12 July 1944 were called out to Sqdn A for a fire in a plane,
which was caused by a short in the wiring. Slight damaege, Men at
scene of fire were Sgt Severson, T/5 Bok, T/5 Seelye, Pfc Kaminski,

27 July 1944 were called for a C=47 which wes coming in with a
burning motor, upon errival of truck, fire was out. There was slight
damage. Men at scene were T/5 Lovelace, T/5 Bok, Pfec Abstance,

Pfe rlin.

The following i1: a schedule of days with missions =nd nights with night
flying.

1 July 44 Loa 1 flying 24 July 44 Local flying
2 July 44 Loer 1l flying 25 July 44 One mis=ion

5 July 44 Local flying 26 July 44 Une mission

4 July 4+ One mission 27 July 44 Local flying
5 July 44 One mission 28 July 44 One mission

6 July 44 Two missions 20 July 44 Loesl flying
7 July 44 One misc=ion 30 July 44 One miscion

8 July 44 Two missions 31 JV1y 44 Two missions
9 July 44 Local flying

10 July 44 Local flving

11 July 44 One mission and night flying
12 July 44 One miscion

13 July 44 One mis=zion

14 JV1y 44 Ope miscion and night flying
15 July 44 Local and night flyihg

16 July 44 One miscsion

17 July 44 Local and nizht flying

18 July 44 Two misslons

19 July 44 One mission

20 July 44 Local and night flying

\
21 July 44 Local flying /bh' A t/ Lo
B July 44 Gas nicaien e

lst Lt CE

-ORET  Comancins
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2065th Engineer Aviation Fire Fighting FPlatoon

APO 140, U.S. Army
14 Sep ., 1944
31,7
SUBJECT: Unit History

TO : Commanding Ceneral, I1X Bomber Command, APO 140, U.S. Army
(Through) Commanding Officer, Station L70, APO 140, U.S.Army

Period 1 August 1944 to 31 August 1944 incl.

During this period this Unit was on the line for twenty four
(24) missions which took place on seventeen (17) days and nights
of which were thirteen (13) nights of night flying.

On days that there were no missions there was one section on the
line for local flying which was 1in progress,

The following is a list of fires and ecrashes which occured
durihg this period.

2d Mg, One section went to Toppesfield to investigate smoke
which was a rubbish fire,.

4th Aug. we were called to Shalford at 1000 hours for a plane
crash, plane was a B-17 Bomber, one gunner was killed. Upon arrival
of fire truck the plane was a complete loss, Plane blew up upon
hitting the ground, we stood by to protect surrounding area. Men
at scene were Lt, Anderson, Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, Pfe Nichols,
Pfe Kaminski, Pvt Justus. We were also called to Finchingfield
for a bomb explosion, slight damage. At 1540 hours we were called
to Hanger No, 1 for a fire in the steaming engine. slight damage.
Menat scene were Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, I/5 Seelye, Pfc Nichols
Pfc Kerlin, Pvt Justus,

10th Aug. called out to.Kirby Hall for a plane crash which
was from this field. No fire occured but considerable damage resulted
all three (3) of crew were injured, Men at scene were Lt.Anderson
Sgt Secerson, T/5 Lovelace, T/5 Bok, T/5 Sorensen, Pfc Stover, Pvt
Barrett, Pyt Holmstrom.

1lth Aug. called to Hanger No, 1 for fire in steaming engine.
Slight damage. Men at scene were Sgt Severson, Pfe¢ Kerlin, Pfe
Abstance, Pvt Justus, Fvt Barrett.

(1)
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12th Aug. called to bt:;ﬁagtgghum for a plane crash which
was from this fleld, Pland'was a total loss and all three (3) of
crew were injured, Men at scene were Lt,Anderson, Sgt Severson,
Pfc Kerlin, Pfc Abstance, Pvt Barrett.

On 7th Aug. Capt. Anderson was here taking motion pictures of
this organization putting out a large fire which was built for the

purpose,

The following 1s a echedule of day with missions and nights
with night flying.

lst Aug. local flying and night flying, 2d Aug. One mission, 3rd

kg, Local flying, 4th Aug. One mission and night flying, 5th Aug.
Two missions and night flying, 6th Aug. Two missions, 7th Aug, Local
flying and night flying, 8th Aug. Two missions, 9th Augl two missions
and night flying, 10th ﬁwo missions, 1llth Two missions, 12th One
mission and night flying, l5th One mission and night flying, 14th
Local flying, 15th Two missions and night flying, 16th One mission
17th One mission and night flying, 18th Local flying, 19th Local
flying, 20th Loc:al flying, 21st Local flying, 22d Local flying, 23rd
Iocal flying and nl ht flying, 24th Local flying, 25th One mission
and night flying, 26th One mission, 27th One mission, 28th One mission
and night flylng, 29th Local flying, %0th Local flying, 31lst Local
flying and night flying.

On 15th Rug. 1944 the following enlisted men were assicned this
organization from 79 th Station Compliment Squadron, per par 6 S0
226 Hq IX Bomber Command., John B Bentley, itamon Fuentes, Harold I
Solomon, John J Trapani, and joined this organization 15 Aug,44

S
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MONT « ANDESON
1st 1t CE
Commanding
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2055TH ENGINE:LK AVIATION FIRe FIGATING PLATOON AZ-N=10

APC 140, U. S. Army
10 Cctober 1044

SUBJ&CT: Unit History
/
TO - i Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Division, APO 140,
U, 3, Amy

THRU ¢ Commanding Officer, Station A-55, ArQO 140, U.S. Army
PeRICD 1 SEPTEMBER TO 30 SLPTEMBER 1944

During this period this unit was on the line for ten
(10) missions which took place on seven (7) days, and three (3)
nights of night flying.

- On days that there were no missions there was one
section on the line for local flying which was in progress,

The following 1s a 1list of fires and crashes which took
place during this period.

10 September we were called out to investigated heavy
smoke coming from near hangar no. 2 which caused by a rubbish
fire. On the same day we were called to near FPost No.3 for a
grass fire. :

12 September we were called out to the end of the runway
where a plane had crashed but no fire occurred. There was sliﬁht dama-
ge. hen @t scene were Lt Anderson, Sgt Jones, T/5 Sorensen, T/5 -
Haynes, 4/5 Ingraham, T/5 Seelye, Pfc Fuentes, Pfc Stover, Pfe -
Kaminski, Pfe Justus.

On the 15th September this organization ceased fire fighting
duties at Station 170 for the purpose of preparing for overseas
movement ., Personnel of the 79th Station Compliment Squadron took
over the fire fighting duties.

16 September this organization left Station 170 by convoy
for far shore. The following left by motor convoy, Lt, Anderson
T/5 Nichols, T/5 Lovelace, Pfc Abstance, Sgt Jones, T/5 Sorensen
T/5 Ingraham, T/5 Seelye, T/5 Bok, T/5 Haynes, Cpl Hineman, Pfe

tover

(1)
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Men who left by train were S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, Tpl
Solomon, Pfc Kerlin, Pfc Kaminski, Pfc Fuentes, Pfe Justus, Pvt
Barrett, Pvt Bentley, Pvt Holmstrom, Pvt Trapani.

Men who were in mo-or convoy reached this Base on 20 September
and immedlately took over fire fighting duties. The remainder of
this organization arrived by C-47 Transport on 23 September,

Motor convoy reached France 19 September, at 0400 hours.

Personnel convoy reached France 21 September, at 1620 hours.

During the period at this Base this unit was on the line for
five (5) mlssions which took place on four (4) days.

On days that there were no missions there wass one section on
the line for local flying which wes in progress.

1 September Sgt Severson was promoted to the grade of Staff
Sergeant, Ffc Nichols promoted to Tec.5, Pvt Justus to Pvt.lcl/

28 September Lt liont R Anderson appointed Fire Marshal of
AAF Station A-55 (prin dy).

‘C,‘ |
{'f' ,"15‘1\./ 4. ' (/"'(-' g Ce -~ L
MONT & ANDEKSON
1st Lt CE
Cormanding
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Z=M-10
205.th Engineer Aviation Fire Fighting Flatoon

APO 140, US Army
13 May 1945

SUBJuCT: Unit Fistory.

™ : Comiandling JFeneral, 9th Bombardment Division (M),
AP0 140, US Army, (Thru: Commanding Officer, Sta
A-Gg, A-PC’ 140, US Amy).

Period 1 Octobgyﬁﬂgg“Qlwggtober 1944 inclusive.

During this period this unit was on the line for ten (10)
mis=ions which took place on ten (10) days and one night of
night flying. On days that there were no missions one sect-
lon was on the line for local flyins which was in progress.

The following is a list of fires and crashes which oc-
cured during this perilod.

6th at 1405 hours an A-20 type aircraft came in for a
crash landing. The plane was fully loaded with bombs and
made a belly landing, the plane was not from this Base,
There was no fire and only slight damage, no one was injured.
- Men et the scene were, Lt, Anderson, S/Gt Severson, 3gt Jacober,
Sgt Jones, Tec.5 Ingr,ham, Tec.5 Sorensen, Tec 5, Haynes, Cpl
Solomon, Pfc¢ Stover, Pfc¢ Abstance, Pfe Justus, Pvt Holmstrom,
Pvt Bentley,

7th this unit was sent to the 671lst area to investigate
dense smoke which was caus=d by rubbish burning. Men at the
scene were Lt. Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, Tec 5
Lovelace, Teec 5 Bok, Pfc Kerlin, Pvt Barrett, Fvt Trapani,

15th at 0930 hours this unit was called to the 4th Service
Group Hgs, at the Chateau, The fire wa= caused by spilled
gasoline in a field range, there was slight damage. DMen at
the scene were 8/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jones, Tec 5 Haynes, Tec 5
Nichols, Tec 5 Sorensen, Cpl Solomon, Pfc Stover.

19th at 1710 hours this unit was called out on the run
way to a crashed A-26 type aircraft, the tricycle landing
gear collasped causing the plane to slide on its nose, only
slight damage ocuured, Men at the scene were, Sgt Jones,

Tec 5 lovelace, Tec 5 Haynes, Cpl Solomon. A‘ﬁgﬁ/ﬂ
/
T

1 : 1st Lt., CE

SECRET Cormanding

THIR pA (AE TIC MIOAT A (e ——— AL




ENGCR- 2055 MT
|h\w\0< /Py f

ECRET




HEADQUANRKTERIKS
Adeli=]10
20557Td &Lilhngﬁ’AViAfluN PIRE FIGHTING PLATOON

A.I'U 140, ‘Uuh).. AI’I"’:Y
¢ December 1944

SUBJuCT: Unit History -
TO ¢ Commanding Ueneral,Sth Bombardment Division (k), APOC 140
vs. Ax'my

ThdawlU ¢ Commanding Officer, Station A-55, APU 140, US. Amy
Period 1 Ndvember to 50 November 1944 Inel.

Puring this period this Unit was on the line for six (&) missions
which took place on five (5) days and three (3) nights of night flying.

On days that there were no missions one sec¢tion was on the line
for local flying which was in progress.

The following 1s a list of fires and crashes which oceured
during thils period,

1 Nov at 1950 hours this Unit was called to the firing pit for
a roof fire. The fire was brought guickly under control, there was
slight damage, “en at the scene were 35/S5gt Severson, Sgt Jones,
T/5 daynes, Pfc Fuentes, Pvt. Barrett,

8 lov at 2015 hairs this Unit was called to the village of Poilly
Le Fort where a large fire was raging in the adjoining building of a
Distellery, DMembers of 2006th lire iighting Platoon and the french
Fire Department of Lielun assisted in getting the fire under control.
The property belonged to .obert Benoist. This Unit worked until 0400
hours, There was considerable damage done to the buildings but many
other buildings were saved. Men at the scene werelt Anderson, 5/5gt
Severson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Jacober, Opl liineman, */5 Lovelace, Ffec
Justus, Pfe Stover, Pfc Abstance, Pfc Puentes, Pvt Barrett, Pvt
Trapani.

10 Nov at 0750 hoirs this Unit was called to Sqdn D Operations
bullding for a fire. Upon our arrival the entire bullding was on fire.
Using all of this Units equipment we worked until 0945 ho:rs, IThe
entire building and contents were destroyed. Fire was caused by starting
of fire with oll and gasoline which exploded. !lem at scene were Lt,
Anderson, S/3gt Serveson, Sgt Jones, 3gt Jacober, Cpl S0lomon, 1/5 Bok,
/5 Lovelace, ¥/5 Ingraham, T/5 Seelye, T/5 Sorensen, I/5 Nichols,

1/5 Havnes, Pfc baminski, Pfe Kerlin, Pvt Bentley, Pvt Barrett, Pvt
Holmstrom, Pvt Trapani.
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14 Nov this Unit went to Sgdn D" Area for a fire wnich was in
the gas dump alert crew hut. This Unit was not called but noti ed by
by menbers of this organization., we arrived at about 1610 hairs and at
1618 hours the fire was completely extinguished, There was some perso-
nal equipment destroved, Two(2) persons received first degree burns,
the other two (2) received minor cuts, &ire was coused by spllied oil
on a hot stove., len at scene were Lt. Ander-on, j/dgt Severson, dSgt
Jonea, Cpl Solomon, T/5 Lovelace, T/5 Sorensen, ¥/5 Bok, 1/S Lichols,
1/5 Haynes, Pfc¢ Herlin, Pfc Stover, Pfc naminski, Pvt Trapani, Pvt
Holmstrom,

16 Nov at 1115 hours an A-20 type alrcraft ade a crash landing
on this Base., Coming in on its belly, it started to catch on fire but
was qulickly put out with foam from two (2) of our crash trucks, There
was slight damage, len at scene were Lt. Anderson, 3/Sct Severson, Sgt
Jones, T/5 Haynes, T/5 Nichols, ¥/5 Sorensen, IT/5 Seelye, %/5 Lovelsace,
T/5 ok, Cpl Solomon, Pfe haminski, Pfe Justus, Pfe¢ Lerlin, Pfec Maentes
Pfe Stover, Pfc Abstance, Pvt Beﬂgley, Fvt Barrett, Pvt, Trapani,

25 lov at 1805 this Unit went to the village of koissy, where an
A-20 type alrcraft crashed into a honse getting 1Tt on fire., Ve arrived
at 1840 hours and immediately started to save the house anc its contentd
The fire was out at 2040 hours, The alrcraft was completely destroyed
and all members of the crew perished. One (1) French lady residing in
the hai se suffered first degree burns, The surrounding bulildings were
saved by this Unit. Men at scene were Lt Anderson, S/3gt Severson, Sct
Jones, T/6 Ingraham, £/5 Seelye, t/5 Sorensen, 1/5 idaynes, Pfe Justus,
Pfc Stover, Pfc¢ Abstance, Pfe Fuentes, Pvt Bentley, Also on this day
at about 1820 hours an A-20 type aireraft making an emergency landing
on this Base crashed off the end of the runwav, The tricyvecle landing
whel collasped causing it to nose into the mud, No fire occured, At
aboutthe same time another A-20 tvne alrcraft ran into a plle of rocks
damaging the propeliers and wheel, lo [ilre occured, At about the same
time another A=20 type alrcraft ran off the end of the runway with part
of another airerafts wing lodged in its wing. No fire occured, len
at the-e scenes were I/5 Lovelace, L/5 Bok, rfe nerliin, Pvt Barrett,
Pvt Trapani .

25 Nov at 1825 hoirs another A=20 type aricraft crashed a few
miles off the Base, This Unit did not go there as all of its equip-
ment was in use,

28 Nov at 0600 haurs this Unit was called to the 4th Service Uroup
Headquarters Area at the Chaateau, The fire was in the Finance building
and upon our arrival at 0520 hours the rooef and walls had collasped,
This Unit assisted by 2006th fire Fighting Platoon worked till 0885
hours, The entire building and contents were destroyed. Cause of fire
is undertérained. lien at scene were Lt Anderson, S/3gt Severson,

Sgt Jones, Sgt Jacober, T/5 Lovelace, 1/5 Nichols, T/5 liaynes, £/5
Sorensen, Cpl Sgdomon, Pfe lerlin.

(2)




S50 Nov at 1120 hours this Unit was ealled of7” Base to a gosoline
truck which was on fire, Apolying foam and water the fire was put out,
This Unit saved the surrounding bulildings and gasoline trailer., Men at
scene were Lt Anderson, S/3gt Severson, Sgt Jones, Szt Jacober, Cpl
Solomon, I/5 Lovelace, %/5 Sorsnsen, /5 Nichols, *+/5 Bok, Pfe¢ herlin
Pfc Kaminski, Pfec Stover, Pvt tlolmstrom,
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2055th Engineer Aviation Fire Figh ting Platoon

APO 140, US Armyv
4 January 194

SUBJECT: Unit History

TO : Commanding General, 9th Bombardment,Division (M), APO 140
US Army

THRU ¢ Commanding Officer, Station A-55, APO 140, US Army
Period 1 December 1944 to 31 December 1944 inecl,

During this periocd this Unit was on the line for 18 missions
which took place on 14 days and 2 nights of night flying.

On days that there was no missions one section was -n the line
for local flying which was in progress.

The following 1s a list of fires and crashes which occured
during this period,

4th at 1425 hours an A~26 type alrcraft crashed off the end of
the runwey causi considerable damage, but no fire occ%red. Men at
the scene were S/Sgt Sgqverson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Jacober, £/5 Lovelace,
. /5 Bok, T/5 Nichols, /5 Haynes, Cpl Solomon, Pfc Kerlin, Pfc Stover,
Pfc Abstance, Pfc Justus, Pfc Kaminski, Pvt Barrett, Pvt Bentley,
Pvt Holmstrom, Pvt Trapani. On the same day at 2220 hours a B=17
flying Fortress made andemergency landing on this Base. Two of the
engines were out, and the left tire was flat. The ship run off the
side of the runwsy, but did not catch on fire. Men at the scene ware
S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jones Sgt Jacober, T/5 Lovelace, Pfec Kerlin, Pvt
Barrett.

8th at 1545 hours a B-17 Flying Fortress type aircraft made a
crash landing at this Base, Coming in it developed a flat tire and
went off the runway crashing into a bomb crater. There were five
members of the crew wonded by flak and this Unit assisted in remov-
ing them from the ship., No fire occured but there was considerable
damage. On the same day at about 1600 hours an A=-26 type airecraft
made a belly landing on this Base. No fire occured but considerable
damage was done to the ship, no one was injured, Men at the above
scenes were Lt. Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jones, ?/5 Lovelace,
T/5 Sorensen, T/5 Seelye, T/5 Haynes, T/5 Nichols, /5 Bok, Pfc
Justus, Pfec Abstance, Pfc Kerlin, Pvt Bentley, Pvt Barrett, Pvt
Holmstrom.

(1)
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at 0645 hours this Unit was called to Sq "D" Area for an
nirplzgzhfiro. Upon our arrival at about 0652 ho:rs the fire was
out. There was no damage, Cause of the fire was due to spilled
gasoline on the ground. MNen at the scene were S/Sgt Severson,
T/5 Nichols, T/$ Sorensen, Pfc Kerlin,

l4th at 0950 hours this Unit was called to Headquarters Motor
Pool where a steam cleaner engine and two five gallon gasoli ne cans
were on fire, Upon our arrival at about 0955 hours the fire was
quickly put out with foam, There was slight damage. Men at the scene
were Lt. Anderson, S/S gt Severson, t Jacober, T/5 Nishols, T/5

Haynes, T/5 Sorensen, S Lovelace, T/5 Bok, Pfc Kerlin, Pfc Kaminski
PvgnBarrett.

18th at 2155 hours this Unit went to the end of the East-West
runway where an A-26 type aircraft had run off the runway. The ship
crashed 1nto a rock pile and bomb erater but no fire occured, although
there was a gasoline leak, No one was injured and there was slight

damage done to the ship. Men at the scene were Sgt Jacober, T/5 Haynes
T/5 Nichols, Pfc Kaminski,

22nd at 2000 hairs this Unit was called to Sd "D" Area where
there was a fire in the Aek Ack crews tent. Upon our arrival at
2005 hours the fire had been put out by one of the occupants, Therm
was slight damage but one man was burned about the face and hands,
Cause of the fire was due to unauthorized gasoline set close to the
stove, which exploded, Men at the scene were Lt. Anderson, S/Sgt

Severson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Jacober, T/5 Lovelace, T/5 Sorensen, Pfe
Kerlin, Pvt Holmstrom, Pvt Trapani .,

25th at 1700 hairs this Unit was out on the North end of the

North and South runway where an A-20 type aircraft had erashed,

The tricycle landing gear and right wheel collasped, causing the

ship to come in on its nose, Te ship was fully loaded with bombs

but they did not go off, and there was no fire. All members of the
crew escaped witht he assistance of this Unit. There was considerable
damage, about the same time four other ships went off the runway as
results of flat tires but no fire occured, Meg at the above scenss
were Lt. Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jonex, T/6 Ingraham, T/5 Seelye,

T/5 Sorensen, Pfe Fuentes, Pfc¢ Stover, Pfe Abstance, Pvt Barrett,
Pvt Holmstrom.

26th at 0930 hours this Unit went to Sq "C" mess hall where there
was a fire in one of the field ranzes, upon our arrival at 0935 ha: rs
the fire had been put out by one of the CTC fire wxtinguishers form-
erly installed by this Unit, There was no damage. Men at the scene
were S/Sgt Severson, T/8 Ingraham, Pvt Holmstrom.

(2)
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27th at 1800 hours this Unit was called to off Base near the
Village of Lissey where two large semi gasoline trailer trucks had
collided. One truck and one trailer was badly damaged. 100 Octane
gasoline was leaking out of one trailer but was stopped by putting
chewing gum in the crack, therc was no fire., Men at the scene were
Lt. Anderson , S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Jacober, 1/5 Seelve,
T/5 Lovelage, T/5 Sorensen, T/5 Ingraham, Pfe Abstance, Pfc Justus,
Pvt Holmstrom.

28th at 1725 hours this Unit was called to the Parachute store
for a fire, upon arrival of this Unit the fire had been put out by
an extinguisher formerly installed by thi8 Unit. PLT® was caused by
gutting 01l in the sbove, there was no damage, Men who went to the
ire were Lt. Anderson, Sgt Jacober, P/5 Lovelace, T/5 Bok, T/5
Nichols, ?/5 Haynes, Pfc Kaminski, Pfc Kerlin, Pvt Barrett, Pvt
Trapani .

29th at 1400 hours this Unit was on the runway where an A-26
type ailrcraft had crashed, the ship went off the runway and hit a
soft spot causing the tricycle landing cear to collasped there was
slight damage and no fire occured. Tnis plane was fully loaded with
Qombs. Men at the scene were Lt, Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jmes
T/5 Sorensen, T/5 Seeclye, T/5 Ingraham, Pfc Justus, Pfc Stover, Pfe
Abstance, Pvt Holmstrom,

30th at 1210 hours this Unit was called for a fire near the
Motor Pool gas dump. The fire was in a cargo trailer losgded with
five gallon gasoline cans belonging to the 199th Medical Det. Upon
our arrival at 1215 hours the fire was quickly put out with the use
of foam, The fire was caused by a battery becoming shorted which was
‘carried in the trailer with the gaso}ine. There was slight damage.
Men at the scene were Lt. Anderson, 4/5 Ingraham, T/5 Seelye, Pfc
Abstance, Pfec Justus, Pfc Stover,

On the same day at 1900 hours this Unit was sent off Base to

a Cheateau near the Village of Molssy. Upon our arrival the fire was
confined to two large barns filled with straw, hay, sugar beets, and
machinery. This Unit worked till 2245 hours bringing the fire under
control, There was considerable damege., The fire was caused by
enemy aircraft. Men at the scene were S Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober,

Sgt Jones, T/5 Ingraham, T/5 Haynes, T/5 Seelye, T/5 Sorensen, T/5
Nichols, Pfe Abstance, Pfe Justus, Pfe¢ Kerlin.

Kt Goatinaom—

ANDERSON
lst Lt., CE
Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS ‘
“05bth Engineer Aviation Fire Fighting Platoon

.

AT0 140, V.S, Army,
7 Tebruary 1945,
SUBJECT: Unit History.

TO : Commanding Officer, Station A=-55, AP? 140, ".8. Army.
reriod 1 January 1245 to 31 January 1245 incl.

During this veriod this Unit wss on the line for eixteen (1€)
miezione which took place nn tnirteen (12) dsye and two nizhts
of night flying. ’

On days that there were no missions one Sectisn was on the
line for local flyines which was in propress:

The following 48 a list of fires and crashes which occurred
during tnis pneriod. :

3d at about 0830 hours tnis Unit went of [ the Hase near the
village of Corpiel where a nlace had crashed unon taking off on
a mission. Uvpon errival of this TUnit at about 0845 hours the
plane was on fire. The fire wae auickly nut out by this Unit
saving the ship en A-36 tyne aircraft. All members of the crew
esceped. Men at the scene were Lt Anderson, Sgt Jones, T/S
Sorensen, T/5 Vichols, T/5 Seelye, T/5 Haynes, pfc Stover, pfc
Fuentes, Pvi Barrett.

On the same day at about 0505 hourc another A-28 type air-
craft ran off the end of the lloxth runway and caught on fire.
After burning tor zbout ten (10) minutes the ship blew uo. All
members of the crew eecaped. Men at the above scene were S8zt
Severson, S¢t Jacober, Pfc Kerlin

On the szme dav at about 1015 hours thie nit was called to
the end of the South runway where a bulldozer wae on fire, There
was no damare, Men 2t the scene wns Sgt Jones,

On the same day at bout 1320 hours thie ''nit went to an A-Z6

tyne aircraft which ran off the end of the North runway sbout
three hundred (300) feet, There was no fire and only slight dsmage.

— — —— — —
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On the same day at about 1330 hours an A-20 type aircraft
went off the end of the North runway about two (2) hundred feet.
There was no fire and only slight damage occured. Men at the above
scenes were S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, T/6 Lovelace, T/5 Haynes,
T/5 Nichols, Pfc Kerlin, Pfec Justus, Pfc Abstance, Pvt Barrett,
Pvt Trapani. '

11th at 0920 hours this Unit was called to the 75th Station
Compliment Area for a tent fire., Upon our arrival at about 0928
hours the entire tent and contents were destroyed, The tent was
formerly occupied by Major Britten., All of hls personal belong-
ings plus Government property and one dog belonging to lst Sgt
Tierman was destroyed, Cause of the fire was unknown. Men at the
acene were S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, T/5 Bok, ?/5 Seelye, T/5
Ingraham,

13th at 0030 hours this Unit was called to Headquarters mess
hall for a fire, Upon our arrival the fire was out. The fire was
a rubbish fire and there was no damage, Men at the scene were
Sgt Jacober, T/5 Sorensen, Pfc Stover, Pfc Abstance, Pvt Trapani.
On the same date at about 1220 hours this Unit was called to
a B-26 type aircraft in the Flying Control Area for a fire. Upon
our arrival the fire wal out, This Unit stood by till both engines
were started and warmed up in case fire started again. There was
no damage,

On the same day at 1245 hours this Unit was on the line for
a mission which was takin off, when an A-26 type aircraft crashed
near the end of the runway. There was no fire and all members of
the crew escaped, This plane was fully loaded with bombs, There
was slight damage., Men at the scene were S/Sgt Sewerson, Sgt Jones,
?/5 Sorensen, Pfc Stover, Pfc Fuentes.

On the same day at 1645 hours this Unit went to Sq "D" Area
for an airplane fire. The ship was an A-26 type aircraft, Upon
our arrival the entire left engine, bombay and tires were on fire,
The fire was quickly put out by this Unit with the use of Foam.
This Unit was not called as members who were on duty at the time
saw the fire and proceeded to the scene, Men at the scene were
Lt. Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, Sgt Jones, T/5 Lovelace,
T/5 Bok, T/5 Haynes, T/5 Sorensen, T/5 Seelye, Pfc Fuentes, Pfec
Stover, Pfc Abstance, Pfc Justus, Pfc Kaminski, Pvt Barrett,

Pvt Trapani.

14th at about 1015 hours an A-26 type aircraft taking off
on & mission crashed and blew up in a nearby field. All members
of the crew were lost. Men at the scene were Lt., Anderson, S/Sgt
Severson, Sgt Jacober, Sgt Jones, T/5 Sorensen, T/5 Ingraham,
7/5 Nichols, Pfc Fuentes, Pfc Stover, Pfc Kerlin, Pvt. Barrett,
Pvt Holmstrom,

—
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15th at 2145 hours this Unit was called to the Intelligence
building for a roof fire. Upon arrival the fire had been put out.
There was no damage, The fire was caused by sparks from the stove
pipe which was too close to the wood, Nen at the scene were Lt,
Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, Sgt Jones, T/5 Sorensen,
Pfc Stover, Pfe Justus, Pfc¢ Fuentes, Pvt Trapani.

19th at 1745 hours this Unit went out tc the end of the runway
where an A-26type alrcraft had skidded off the runway, The tricycle
landing gear was broken off causing the ship to slide on its nose,
No fire occured but there was considerable damage to the ship. No
one was injured, blen at the scene were Sgt Jacober, T/5 Lovelace,
T/5 Ingreham, T/5 Nichols, Pvt Barrett, Pvt Holmstrom.

25rd at 1220 hours an A-26 type aircraft ecrashed upon landing.
Both the tricycle wheel and left wheel were®broken off causing the
props to hit the runway. The ship was fully loaded with bombs
but none exploded and there was no fire, There was considerable
damage., Men at the scene were Lt, Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt
Jacober, T/5 lLovelace, T/5 Haynes, T/5 Bok, T/5 Ingraham, T/5
Seelye, T/S Nichols, Pfc Kaminski, Pfc Abstance, Pfc Justus,
Pvt Barrett,

25th at 1440 hours an A-26 type aircraft made a belly landing
on this Base, There was slight damage and no fire occured. The
ship was not from this Base, On the same day at 1735 hours an A-26
type alrcraft made a belly landing on this Base, There was no fire
although there was a gasoline leak, This Unit applied Foam to
cover the escaped gasoline, There was considerable damage. Men
at the above scenes were Lt, Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jaccber,
Sgt Jones, T/6 Lovelace, T/5 Scrensen, T/5 Haynes, T/5 Bok, Pfc
Fuentes, Pfc Kerlin, Pfc Stover, Pfe¢ Justus, Pfc Kaminski, Pvt
Barrett, Pvt Holmstrom, Pvt Trapani.

27th at about 0020 hours this Unit was cz2lled for a fire which
was & distillery just off the Base, This place was located in the
immediate vivinity of the 0ld German ammunition dump. Upon our
arrival at about 0030 hours the entire upper story of the large stru-
cture was on fire, This Unit after working for two (2) hours the
fire was under control. Upon arrival of the French fire Dept. the
fire was completely out. This Unit savecd valuable machinery, the
surrounding buildings and the distlilled contents the were in the
bullding. There was considerable damage. Men at the scene were
Lt. Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, T/5 Lovelace, T/5 Haynes,
T?/5 Sorensen, T/5 Seelye, T/5 Ingraham, T/5 Bok, Pfc Kerlin, Pfec
Kaminski, Pfc¢ Justus, Pvt Barrett, Pvt Trapani.

20th at about 0135 hours this Unit was called to 3q "B" mess
hall for a fire., Upon our arrival at 0144 ho:rs the entire structure
was on fire, The fire was quickly brought under control and was
completly out at 0205 hours. The fire was caused by spilled gasoline
while filling a Field range while in operation., This caused the
gasoline can to become ignited and when dropped on the floor rapidly
spread over the structure. This building was a German sectional
wooden building.
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There was considerable damage to the building and the food
that was being prepared at this time, No one was injured. Men at

the scene were S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Jacober, T/5 Lovelace,

T/5 Sorensen, T/5 Bok, T/5 Seelye, Pfc Kerlin, Pfe¢ Stover, Pfc
Fuentes, Pvt Trapani.

(

%MBE SON

A lst Lt., CE.,
Commanding
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HEADQUARKTBEKS

2050th “Engineer Aviation Fire Fignting Flatoon

APO 140, US Army
9 March 1945

SUBJECT: Unit History.

TO : Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Division (M), APO 140,
US Army
THRU : Commanding Officer, Station A-€69, AP0 140, US Army

Period 1 February 1945 to 28 February 1945 Incle

During this period this Unit was on the line for seven(7)
missions whieh took place on seven (7) days, There was no night
flying during this perlod.

On days that there were no missions one section was on the
line for local flying which was in progress.

1st Feb, Lloyd Lovelace was aptd Sgt from Tec.5 Platoon Urder
No. 1, this Headquarters.

The following is a list of fires and crasnes which occured
during this period. :

5th at about 1740 hours this Unit went to the 4th Service
Group Area for a fire. The fire was confined to a Generator Light
plant installation. Upon our arrival the entire plant was & mass
of flames., This Unit applying Foam quickly put the fire out.
Attempts were made by personnel around to put the fire out with the
available extingulshers but the fire had tooc much start, This Unit
was not called as members on duty notliced the fire and proceeded to
the scene., The fire was caused by spilled gasoline which ignited
while f1lling engine while motor was running. There was considerable
camage but no personnel received any injury. Nen at the scene were
Lt. Anderson, Sgt Lovelace,T/5 haynes, Pfc Kerlin, Pvt Trapani.

9th at about 2230 haxrs tnis Unit was called to the Army Fostal
Unit in Melun for a fire. Upon arrival at about 2250 hours the fire
was out, The fire was a chimney fire whicu was caused by 800t ..Men
at the scene were S/Sgt Severson, 3gt Jacober, Sgt Lovelace, T/5
Sorensen, T/5 Haynes, 1/5 Seelye, Pfc haminski, Pfc Kerlin, Pvt
Barrett.
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1lth at about 0750 hours an A-26 type aircraft from Sq A
caught on fire while taxing for a misslon. 3/5gt Severson seeing
the fire when 1t started procecded to the scene and assisted members
of Sq D to extingulish the fire, The left engine was on fire due to
8 gasoline leak. The fire was put out with two (2) Foam and one (1)
COZ extingulshers. Thsi ship was fully loaded with bombs., There
was slight damage and no one injured,

12th a large number of ships left this base for new location
at A-©2 Laon, Irance,

15th This organization moved to new permanent Base at A-69,
Laon, France. The move was made by truck convoy. Lt. Anderson,
3/Sgt Serverson,Sgt Jacober, Sgt Jones, Sgt Lovelace, Cpl Hineman,
T/5 Bok, 1/5 Haynes, T/5 Ingraham, T/5 Seelye, T/5 Sorensen, moved
to A-€9 thls date, T/5 Nichols, Pfc Abstance, Pfc Fuentes, Pfc
Justus, Pfc Kaminski, Plc Kerlin, Pfc Stover, Pvt Barrett, Pvt
Holmstrom, Pvt Trapanl were left at A-55 to guard the equipment
that could not be carried on the trucks and to finish policing the
area., Two trucks were clspatched from A-69 as soon as they were
unloaded. They remained overnlght and on l4th the remaining equip-
ment and men left at A-00 and procecded to A-69 by trucks,

buring the rest of the month at this 3tation this Unit was on
the line for fourteen (14) missions which took place on twelve (12)
aays.

17th Homer H Hisey 35807575 (383) Tec.5 jolned this organization
from 20668th Platoon.

The following 1s a list of fire and crasnes which took place
at this Station.

‘l4th at 0530 hours this Unit was called out on the runway where
one HAI' and one HCAF Bombers made florced landings. There was no
fire although one bomber ran into a P-51 causing considerable damage .
Men at the scene were Sgt Jones, Sgt Lovelace, Cpl Hineman, 2/5
Ingraham, 1/5 Bok, T/5 Seelye.

15th at about 1740 ha rs three (3) A-26 type aireraft ran off
the runwag. One ships right landing gear collapsed, the other two
had flat tires. There was no fire and only slight damage occured.
These shlps had been on a mission., Men at these crashes were Lt.
Anderson, Sgt Jones, 3gt Lovelace, T/5 Ingraham, Pfc Fuentes, Ffec
Stover, Pvt Holmstrom. 4

20th at about 1820 hours this Unit was called for a brush fire
Just off the Base, The fire was quickly put out by this Unit so as
not to spread in the woods. Ilien at the scene were Sgt Jacober, Sgt
Jones, Sgt Lovelace, T/5 Scrensen, Pfc Keriin, Pfc Stover, Pvt Holmstrom
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21lst at 1700 hours an A-26 type aircraft crashed in 3Sq C Area,
Upon crashing the ship hit a small wooden house formerly occupled
by Officers, killing one officer and seriously wounding another., The
gunner received serious cuts and bruises. Thés Unit worked for about .
thirty (30) minutes to remove the Pilot who was pinned under the
wreckage. The FPilot was seriously injured but was carefully removed
and rushed to the hospital. The ship was a total loss but there was
no fire. kvery man in this organization assisted at the scene.,

22nd at about 1225 hours an A-26 type eircraft crashed upon
taklng off on a mission, There was no fire although there was a
lar; e gascline leak, liembers of this Unit covered the expesed gas-
oline and oil with Foam to prvent i1t from being ignited. All members
of the crew escaped lnjury. There was considerable damage. B&very
man in this organization was at the scene of the crash.

.m}xir i ANDmitSON i g &9
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Fire Marshall
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2055th Englneer Aviation Fire Pignting Platoon
Z-M=-10

APO-140, US Army
13 April 1945

SUBJZCT: Unit History.

TO ¢ Commanding General, Sth Bombardment Division (M),APO
140, US Army. (Thru: CO, Sta A-69, APO 140, US Army)

Period 1 March 1945 to 31 March 1945 inecl.

During this period this Unit was on the line for forty two
(42) missions which took place on twenty seven (27) days. There
was also six nights of night flying.

On days that there were no missions one Section was on the
line for local flying which was in progress.

The fellowing 1s a 1list of fires and crashes which occured
during this period.

S5th at 0525 hours thils Unit was called to the Engineer
Supply Depot at Laon for a larzge fire., Upon our arrival at
about 0545 hours two (2) of the large #Warchouses were engulifed
in flames. This Unit immedlately removed valuable supplies
away from the burning bullding and stood by to protect the sur-
rounding W#arehouses., Both Warehouses and their contents were
completely destroyed, This Unit worked until 0745 hours, Men
at the scene were Lt. Anderson, S/3gt Severson, 3gt Jones, Sgt
Lovelace, Tec.t Sorensen, Pfc¢ Kerlin,

On the same day at about 1340 hours a B-17 flying Fortress
type alrcraft made an emergency landing at this Base. The ship
came in on two (2) engines, Number 1 and 2 being out. There
was no fire and no one was injured, MNen on the line were Lt,
Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Lovelace, Tec.S5
Nichols, Tec.® Sorensen, Tec.’ Ingranam, Pfc Stover, Pfc Fuentes,

10th at about 0915 hours a P-51 type alrcraft crasned upen
landing on the runway. The landing gear collasped causing the
ship to come in on 1ts belly. There was no fire although there
was a gasoline leak, This was quickly covered by Foam. There
was consliderable damage but no one was injured, Men at the
crash were Sgt lLovelace, Pfec Kerlin, Pfc¢ Kaminski, Pfc¢ Abstance,
Pyt Ingraham, Pvt Trapani.
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12th At about 2217 hours an A-26 type alrcraft crashed on
the runway. The ships tricycle landing gear collasped causing
the ship to slide on its nose at great speed. This Unit which
was on the line for night flying proceeded to tne crash and
covered the escep2d rnsoline with Foam. There was no fire and
only slight damsges., No one was iInjured, Men at the crash
were Lt, Anderson, 5/8gt Severson, Sgt Lovelace, Sgt Jacober,
Tec.5 Bok, Tec.5 Nichols, Pfc Kaminski, Pfc, Absatance, Pfc
Kerlin, Pvt Barrett, Pvt Holmstrom, Pvt Trapani,

1l8th at about 1130 hours an A=-26 type aireraft returning
from a mission caught on fire while coming in for a landing,
This Unit which was on the line proceeded to the ship and.att-
acked the fire, The fire was quickly put out with C0'2 and
Foam, The maln gasoline tank and Radio compartment was on fire,
This Unit had to cut a hole in the ship so as to get at the fire,
fhis was done without much damage to the ship. No one was in-
jured, Men at the scene were Lt, Anderson, S/3gt Severson,
Sgt Lovelace, Sgt Jacober, 3gt Jones, Tec.3 Bok, Pfe Justus,
Pfc Kerlin, Pvt Trapani,

20th at about 1930 hours this Unit was culled to the 937th
engineer cement works for a fire in a carbide lamp. The fire
was qulekly put out with the use of Foam. No one was injured
and no damage occured, Jlen at the scene were 3/3gt Severson,
Sgt Jacober, Pfc Abstance.

2lst at about 2240 hours an A-26 type airernft crashed off
the end of the runway. The ship hit a crater causing the rignht
landing gear and part of the engine to snap off forcing the nose
into the ground, There was no fire and no one was lnjured,
Considerable damage occured to the ship, Hen at the crash were
Lt. Anderson, S/5gt Severson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Lovelace, Sgt
Jacober, Tec,S5 Sorensen, Tec.5 Seelye, Tec.S5 Nichols, Tec.5
Hisey, Pfc Kerlin, Pfc Kaminskl, Pfe¢ PFuentes, Pvt Holmstrom, i
Pvt Barrett, Pvt Ingraham, Pvt Trapani.

22nd at about 1000 hours two (2) P-51 type aircraft crash-
ed tozether on the runway. There was no fire although there was
a large _ascline leak which was covered by Foam by this Unit.
Both Pilots escaped imjury, Men at the crash were S/Sgt Sever-
son, Sgt Lovelace, Sgt Jacober, Tec.5 Hisey, Tec.5 Bok, Pfec
Kerlin, Pf¢ Fuentes, Pvt Trapani, -

23rd at about 0100 hours this Unit was called to the
Squacaron "D" Area for a fire, The fire was confined to one
large and two (2) small light generators., Upon arrival of this
Unit the fire was gquickly put out by the use of Foam. There
was considerable damage but no one was injured., Fire was caused
by filling gasoline tanks which overflowed onto the hot engine.
Men at the scene were Lt. Anderson, S5/3gt Severson, Sgt Lovelace,

§§g S%% 33?’?$€°B§r§3€g95°n’ Tec.5 Seelye, Tec.5 Bok, Pfc Kerlin,
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Unit History Contd.

S0th at about 1230 hours an A-26 type alrecraft loosin-
flying speed cut both englnes and applied the brakes., This
caused a flat tire forcing the ship ofi the end of the run-
way. The right landing wheel caught on fire and was quickly
put out by this Unit which was on the line, The ship was
fully loaded with bombs but none exploded., No one was injur-
ed and only slight damage occured, Men at the scene were Lt.
Anderson, 3gt Jones, 3gt Lovelace, Tec.S5 Haynes, Pfec Kerlin,
Pvt Trapani,.

During this perlod a shower room and an Orderly room was
constructed., Materlal for the Orderly room was lumber which
was procured from old buildings left ~n the Station. Constru-
ction ol the Orderly room was started on 2 March 1945 and com=-
pleted on 5 March 1945, The men who bullt this bullding were
as follows, ILt. Anderson, S/Sgt Severson, Sgt Jacober, Sgt
Lovelac., Cpl Hineman, :

The dhower room was startcd on March 4th and completed on
March the 1llth, The material used in the construction was pro-
cured frém both our present Station and the Station we left pri-
or to coming here. An cld German boiler furnace was repaired
anu is used to neat the water, This new shower unit is defin-
itely a great ald for the men in this organization. It not
only serves as a shower unit but is also used for filling of
fire extinguisners wnich requires hot water, All the men en-
JOy and appreclate this new addition. Many Ofi'icers also use
this convience, The men who constructed this project were Lt,
Anderson, Tec.5 Seelye, Tec,5 Justus, 3gt Jacober, 3/Sgt
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2055th Enginecr Aviation Fire Fighting Platoon
e m—— Z-M=10

APO 140, US Army.
3 May 19045,

SUBJECT: Unit History.

C ¢ Comnanding Cereral, 9th Bombardment Div'sion (M), APO
140, US Army. (Thru: Comranding Officer, Station A-69,
APC 140, US Army).

Period 1 April 1945 to_SO April 1945 inclusive,
During thlsw;ériod this Unit was on the Line for twenty
seven (27) missions which took place on eighteen (18) days.
There was also eleven (11) nights of night flying.

On days that there were no missions one Section was on the
Line for local flying which was in progress,

The foliowing 1s a 1list of fires and crashes which occured
. during this perlod.

3rd at about 2005 hours an A-26 type alrcraft feturning
from a mission, caught on fire, - This Unit which was on duty on
the 1line immediately proceeded to the ship and attacked the fire,
The right engine was on fire due to a gasoline leak, Plates on
the cowling had to be removed in order to get at the fire, which
was done by this Unit. The fire was guiekly put out and only
slight damage occured to the ship., No one wss injured. Men at
the scene were Lt, Anderson, Sgt Severson, Sgt Jones, Sgt Jacober,
Sgt Lovelace, Tec.5 Haynes, Tec.5 Kerlin, Tec.5 Justus, Tec.5
Sorensen, Tec.,5 Bok, Pfe¢ Stover, Pfc Abstance, Pfc Holmstrom,
Pvt. Trapani.

5th at about 1600 ha: rs this Unit was sent off Base to an
aircraft crash which was a B-26 type aircraft, Upon arrival of
this Unit at about 1620 hours, the ship was a mass of flames,
However the members of the crew esaaped from the fire, but were
seriously injured by the crash, Those most seriously injured
were removed to an ambulance and first ald was applied., S/Sgt
Severson rushed two (2) members of the crew to the 199th Med
Disp while other members of the fire party attacked the fire,
The ship was a total loss. No one was killed but all members
were 1 jured. Men at the scene were Lt. Anderson, S/Sgt Severson,
Sgt Jacober, Tec.5 Sorensen, Tec.5 Nichols, Tec,5 Bok, Tec.5
Kerlin, Tec,.,5 Justus, Tec,5 Hisey, Tec.5 Kaminski, Pfc Stover,
Pfc Abstance, Pvt Trapani,
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Unit History Contd.

13th at about 0705 hours this Unit was called to the 9th
leather Squadron Area for a tent fire, Upon our arrival at 0710
hours, the fire was partly put out. One pail of water completely
extinguished the fire, The fire was caused by spilled hot grease
on the stove which spread onto the wood floor. There was only
slight damage and no one was injured, Men at the scene were
Sgt lLovelace, Tec.5 Sorensen, Tec. 5 Justus, Tec,5 Kerlin, Tec.5
Bok, Pfe¢ Holmstrom, Pfc Barrett.

14th at about 1210 hours, an A-26 type aircraft returning
from a mission developed two flat tires upon landing. This
caused the ship to go off the runway but no fire occured. No one
was injured. Men on the line w:re S/Sgt Severson, Sgt lovelace,
Tec.5 Haynes, Tec.5 Kerlin, Pvt Trapani,

25th at ebout 1205 hours this Unit went to Squadron "C"
mess hall for a fire. Upon our arrival at about 1209 hours, the
fire was quickly put out with the use of foam. The fire was
caused by spilled gasoline being used to heat water, The fire
party was not called as men on the line noticed the fire and
proceeded to the scene. No one was injured, Men at the scene
were Sgt lLovelace, Tec.5 Sorensen, Tec.5 Haynes, Tec.5 Kerlin,
Pvt Trapani,

On 1 April the following enlisted men were promoted from
Private First Class to Tec.5., Justus, Kaminski, Kerlin, Pvts
Barrett and Holmstrom were promoted to Privates “irst Class.

During this period a wooden structure was constructed. This
building is now belng used as a supply room and a day room for
the men of this organization. The building measures 16 by 35
feet and 1s 8 feet high, Lumber for this building was procured
on this station. The building was started on April 21st and
completed April 28, 1945, The men who built this building was
8/S¢t Severson, Sgt Jacober, Tec,5 Justus,

: Y/ A e imon
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APC 140, US Army
25 May 1945

SUBJECT: Unit History.

TO : Commanding General, 9th Bombardment Division (M),
APO 140, US Army. zihru: Commarding Officer, Sta A-39
APO 140, US Army). :

Period 1 May 1945 to 20 May 1945 inclusive.

During this period there was only two (2) missions and
only two (2) nights of night flying.

On dayes there were no missions one sectlicn was on the
line for local flying which was 1n progress,

The following is a list of fires and crashes which occ-
ured during this period.

14th at about 2330 hours an A=-26 caught fire on the run
way. The left engine had stalled and upon restarting the
engine backfired and set the overflowed gsasoline on fire, Men
who were on the 1line noticed the fire and immedlately proceed-
ed to the scene. The fire was quickly put out with one (1)
C02 fire extinguisher. There was no damage and no oné was
injured, Men at the scene were S3gt Jacober, Tec 5's, Bok,
. Nichols, Justus, Pfc Barrett,

16th at about 0935 hours a C-64 type aircraft crashed
and caught fire near the end of the runway. This ship had run
off the runway and hit a water tank which was used for fire
fighting purposes and lmmedlately caught fire. Men who were
on the line proceeded to the scene followed by other members
of this unit. Upon arrival of the second truck rescue work
was accomplished and the fire attacked. Under intense heat
and smoke one seriously injured and burned Officer was remov-
ed through a window. The door was so wedged that it could
not be opened, hampering rescue work. Sgt Jones, Sgt Lovelace,
Teec 5, Seelye and Tec & Kaminski removed the Officer from the
ship backed by other members of this unit. The other COfficer
escaped unassisted but was seriously burned about the face and
hands. The fire was guickly put out but the ship was almost
a complete loss., Every man in this organi zation assisted at
the scene,
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Unit History Contd,

On the same day at abeut 2400 hours an A-26 crashed off
the runway. This ship céame in with the left wheel unlocked
causing the ship to slide on the left wing and motor, The
ship did not catch fire although there was a gasoline leak,

Men who were on the line proceeded to the crash and covered the
gasoline with foam, No one was injured but considerable damage
occured to the ship. Men on the line were Sgt Jones, Tec.S

Seelye, Tec 5, Kaminski, Pfe¢ Stover, Pfe¢c Fuentes, Pfc Holmstrom,

Upon hearing of the unconditional surrender of Germany
this unit rejoiced and colebrated with a party in our Day
room, &ntertalnment and refreshments was furnished by Lt
Anderson and the members of this unit,

On the 20th this unit was disbanded ending almost two (2)
years of service together, seventeen (17) months being over
seas, Fifteen (15) members of this unit were transferred to
Headquarters and Base Service Squadron, 467th Air Service
Group. The other five (5) were transferred to 318th Station
Compliment Squadron (3p), 16th Air Devot Group. Lt Anderson
was also tranaferred to Hq and Base Sv Sq, 467th Alr Sv Gp.

This unit prepared to move to the new location at Station
A-59, and sent six (6) members in advance to carry out fire
fighting duties there,

This ends a2 brillant career of fire fighting by this unit
in both England and France, Many fires and crashes were atten-
ded by this unit and quite a few ships were saved through our
efficlient fire fighting methods. Also a few lives were saved
by our heroic and quick action, although a few ship blew up
near us this unit never lost a man through death or no one
was injured in the many fires and crashes attended.

IONT R, ANDEKSON
lst Lt,, CE
Commanding
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