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FOR~WORD 

~his narra.tive has been prepared by the Historical Division, 
AOtAS. IntelliGence as a. contribution to the history of the Arrq 
Air Forces i.n the current "r.l1'. !i!he study me beGn dra\'l!l large17 
from mc..terials for'Vm.rded by the I:Iistorim.'~ Section, lanth Air 
Force. Like other studies in the series, it is ~bjcct to revision 
!lS welitionnl infomation 'becone s nvo.ilable. 

; 1l & 

~.:'... ; it, "d LL , : .. 
I ! l. 11-1 I \ i '!, L ' ~ _ 
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Chapter I 

lfliJil GE:JESIS	 OF AU AlurRICl,..J ~CTIC.AL AIR FOROE 
I~; ~E T].l.,I:CED KIl7GDO:t 

2he establishl:lent of the Uinth Air Force as the tactical air arm 

of the United States h:rmy .AJ.r Forces in the United K1Jlbdom (USW'm:) 

is a story whose oeginnings go bad: to the earliest use of tactical 

aircraft. :By a ta.ctical air force is meant an ort,emization cOr:qJosed 

of medimn o.nd lie;ht bomberr. and fiGhters llhich cots in a. close and 

equal partnership 111th the Ground forces Bn£aged in combat. Di thel' 

by direct participation in the bc.ttle J or by attenpting to isolate 

the combat area fron enemy reinforc€'.ncnt s, 1t has beeome an 1nMs­

:gensao1e :9~.rtner of the eround forces in modem warfa.re. 

El~ 100-20 COQi":a.n.d and. W1Q~ o!. au:. ~ givas So clear 

statement of the purposes of ~Ch a force: 1 

The mission of the t~ctic~l air force conci$t~ of three p~sos 
of' operations in the follolling order of priority: ­
(1) ~ ~rlQrlty--~o gain the necessary degree of air 
sU!>eriorit~. !alia will be accompli~hed by attacks against air ­
craft in the air and on the ground t and against those enellW in­
stallutions whiCh he requires for the application of oir power. 
(2) Secon~ priority--To prevent the movement of hostile troops 
and Su:91llies into the theater of operations or \dth1n the theater. 
(3) ~ ;prigrit::r--!?o participate in a. combined. effort of the 
air and Ground. forces. in the battle area, to gain objectives on 
the immediate front of the eround forces. 

In some ree!?ects, this type of air force re~resents a return. to 

sone of the ~hcn:rl~'l of t:orld iTll.r I since in thn.t conflict botA American 

and :British avbt10n ",ere ri.gidly under the control of the gro·u.nd forces • 

• 
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and acted in closeat concert \-l1th them. In the Spanish Civil IJar of 

1936-39 t ;;'ranco had used ploo.es in direct s'U??ort of his ground 

:forces d.uring the l:1a.rch up the !i:£l.g\ls Valley t and the GerLlan Air Force 

had been so el:1!'loyed in Poleno. and France. In all three oro.ses. air 

pOl·rer had been comj;)letely dominated. by the ideas. concepts. and 

oo~~d~ of the eround force co~der. 

It remined for the :Srithh to develo-.J? the idea. of equal coopera­

tion betl1een air and ground clurl~ the latter nonthg o:f' the Afr1o::m 

cnmpsigns. In 1939 t Goneral I'-avell re:na.r~:ed in the course of a. lecture 

Elft Oxford. thn.t lithe cO:;lJ-nander "lith i:na,giIUtion • • • must be able to 

handle air forces "Ii th the sa.':le l:no~lledge as forces on lana.. • • 

It is the comblrL~tion of the tlro, never the action of one alone. that 

2'1:1111 bring success for a future 't'Jar. 11

!ihese precepts \fere c9.rried out with .great S:dll b~r the :British 

du.r1nt; the trag1c retreats of 1943 when RommOl seemed about to end 

the "Jar in Africa. Under the pressure of iIIl!tending defeat. the air 

ruld £;round forces achieved a degree of mobili 'by, effect!veness. and. 

above all, of cooperation hitherto UIJkno~:n in !lodern war. The air 

operations staff no.! ll1or~.:ed beside the arny operations staff, :md 

the air plo.n £01' coogeration ,dth the ground trooys was wor~::ea out 

by both sta.f'fs in d=dly meetings. !i:he joint air-ground he~~dquaters 

"laS divided into fOTusrd and rea.r echelons. The re~..r echelon main­

tained contc.ct "lith ClO!lL':13.nd headquxrtars in On.iro. and a.cted a.s a 

connecting lin!: between O:dro and the fOl"iiard echelon which controlled 

the fighter anll borJber groU!,ls. ':Co 3.l:\sure for such groups a. ma:rlIll\El 
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mobility. their opcrationo wero aontrolled iron three vehicle~ whicll 

could. l:eep u:p "lith th.e most rapidly shifting front. 3 The unit which 

coordinated air actions ~11 th ground forces '1:3.8 3. ,joint Army-PO 

a&ency knoun a~ the ~\ir Sup:!?ort Oontrol. It race1ved in1'o~r'.t1on 

frou both nil' and ground SOU1'ces. aoted as a clearing house on re­

quests for air assistance, end issued the necessary orders to the 

air grou:JS. Aircraft used in action '\.;r1 th ground troops included 

fiehtara. fi{;htar-bomoers, medium and light bo:wbers.4: 

DurinG the cr1 ticf:!J. fightitlt,; betwsElIl 28 June and 22 Jul=r J.942, 

EA:S' mediu.l1 and light bombardment dropped Z.900 ,000 pound" of bom.bs in 

869 sortles aGainst motor transport, nirdrolIles. ports. and shi:p~ing. 

Sorties flown by nedium ont!. light bombers in cooperation. \'l'ith the 

Eie;hth .~~ 1'lere 1.949 I and 3.800 1000 pounds of bOI:lbs were dropped. 

~1ghter-oombers carried 1.160.000 pounds of ~~losives in 1.418 

sorties t and fighter planes str:rl'ed &round instoJ.lations. motor trans­

porta I tan.'!.:s t troop concentrations and acted a.s escorts to li§ht and 
5

nedium bombers for a total. of 6.180 raids. 

§;hug, out of the German threa.t to ::Jg;rot in 1942. air-ground 

cooperation "'as producing the most m.obile and ne:rlbl.e eI:tploynent of 

c.ir po,rer ever seen. In the opinion of :!aj. Gen. Le\lls E. :Brereton. 

himsolf an expert in the employment of tacticru. air forces» this 
6 

brilli~t use of aircraft ~~ved the 3ritiSh in Afrioa: 

l!ot only "as cOm:Plete ldr advantage maintained a.t all times. 
but the determined ann successful attac~s carried out con­
tinuously day and nieht asainst axh ad.vanc1ng forces and 
lines of cor.tr:IUnicationg permitted. the :3ritish withdrawal with 
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only minor lossos. It was the action of the Royal ~Ur Porce 
alone that prevented the destruction of the 31gb.th ArttJ:r. 

!fuese developments were \1atched t·ri.th great interest by the U. S. 

Army Air Forces. O:ffioia.lly, the Amerioan doctrine that air units 

attached to troops should be under the uJ.timate conmand o:f the ground 

force cO::ID1..qnder st:l1l prevailed in the 'Ilar DeIlm-tnent. h ~ o;zmw 

~ Oo.mW Arrlaj;iQn, an. ofiioial pub1io"~tion used bY' the ..u'r Oorps 

Tactica.l School at !hxwell Field in 1939, sto.ted that the t1Air Force 

is being employed undor the direct control of tae OOl!la"lJlder-in-Ohief 

of the Pield Forces ll ; 
7 and fl ••• our task air force has been directed 

to s~port the ground forces	 in accordanoe ~dth the instructions of 

8
the ero'tlIld force cOr.:lrJ..1.D.ders. II 

2he progress of ail' pOi1er in the Buropesn \'13.1' failed to modify 

,1ar :Depo.rtnent d.octrines. F:r ~Ia.n:uBl l-7~ Oon'bat Orders, published 

16 June 1942, definitel;,' stated that "e.!r force un1tl:l assigned missions 

of sup:!>ort1nG ground forces include all ty'!;>ElS ••• and are under the 

9direct control of the €1'ound	 force coumander to l,Thom assigned. u As 

repeated wi th011t the alteration	 of a period or COLUIla the s tatemcnt 

concerning the sullordin.?tion of	 air uni. ts to Bround control which had 

10
a.ppea.red in the edition of' 1940. 

On the other hand, combo.t ez:perience in the I:iddle East indica.ted 

that a different concept of air and e;round. operations was taking 

shape. As enrly as September 1941, Uaj. Gen. George II. :Brett had 

cabled Genpral unola thr\t !Ioperationa in Uear Bast different from 
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any as yet observed, o.nd we should be obtaining benofit of the e:>-:­

perience. 1I Shortly after\<:ards he requested that three special ob­

server~ be sent to ti:J.e !:iddle 3ast: ona to be responsible for opera­

tiona.l lia.ison. another for bomber opern.t:lons, ana. a third for fighter 

11
operations. 

Ap~:roximntely 1 year later, in a lengthy report to General 

Arnold, General Brereton paid tribute to the air d.evelo!?ments in 

this the~ter, e~d stated ~t ~7 ot the lessons 1enrned would a9~ly 

12 
to opern.tions anyi.1here. He stressed es;?eeially the success of 

fighter-bol:1bero opera.ting in direct oooJ?eration with the ground 

troops. T'.Ile reason for this success l'lC1.S due, :first, to the high 

d.egree of mobility nk-dntcined. by all commando; and second, to the 

maintenance of suacessfuJ. communioa.tions. LText to effioient air­

sround cooperation. e.n a.dequate communi.cFl.tion sysbe::a, he :felt. ~~as 

13 
"the key to success. 'I 

tJh.en the north .4.friean Theater was opened by the ~\neric?.n land.­

ings in TIoveober of 1942. ideas of air and sround cooperation passed 

from the fiold of theory to actual e~eriment. As was to be eJ:.!.)ected. 

the earliest efforts to ooordinntc the two branches were not especially 

sucoeasful. After v..l.tching some of our first attempts, :Brig. Gen. 

P. H. Robinett wrote to General Harshal1: 14 

The coordination of t~.nk attacks wi tIl infantry and with air 
attacl::s has 'been perfect on the German side. On our own it is 
yet to be achieved. • • • Fron this front line seat it a.ppears 
that there \'1111 be no coordination Ulltil 0.11 ground and air 
elements bearing on a single co~on objective are effectively 
placed in the hands of a single cOlllJ:laJlder. • • • I all sorry 
to bother you with this tale, but 1t is the most itlportant one 
confronting our land effort •..'ijC', \I. !:1" rPi'Jl;i 

j I ; I 1_ 

, I ,!-.[! wr:,?? < T',r l' rqp:; •j 
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Oonmenting on this letter) Gene!'al Arnold wrote: "This is something 

thso.t I ho.ve bean po'.mding on now for over a. year--c!>parently with. 

little success. I have empho.sized time aud tine again the urgent 

neeees!'by tor having perfect team pll\Y between the Air Support units 

and. the Ground troops • • • • ,,15 

In spite of initial difficultiAS. an American tacticsl air 

force bego.n to take shaye in lTorth Africe•• sreatly influenced. 'by 

:aritish pioneerine in air-E;round. cooperation. Air sU"0Port commands 

lfere fortteu !?Jld assigned fighter. fighter-bouber and reconnaiRsance 

wits; medi'W:l end light bombers wore grouped in a tactiCal bo:nber 

force. During the air war phase of activities, th.e bombers operated 

directly under control of' the ~actica1 _til' Comnand. but llhen ground 

cO:lbat .developed and the air activity entered what wa.s called th.e 

llclose-s~port11 phase) a portion of the bomber force was shifted to 

1'10rl: with the :£'igaters under the operational control of the air 

s'tq)port cO:ilI'J:lJlds. At all times t close anc1.. intimate cooperation 

bett'1een 2.11' and ground forces "ms provided.. 16 

l,~j. Gen. Carl Spnatz wo..s also greatly impressed with the ne," 

oil' tactics growing out of the wElstern desert c8nroa.igns. On 19 

:~ebruary 1943 he oiU1ea. General Ar!l.old.'s attention to a pem:?h1et 

:.r>repexed b~' Gen. Sir :Bernard Nonteomery end distributed l1t a. recent 

assenbl:r of hi&h-r~:inG co;nnand nnd staff officers.
l 

? According to 

GenernJ. l!onteomery tho €1'eatest asset of 2.ir pOller ,,'as its £lenbillty. 

This meant th.n.t the lIwh.ole weidlt of the avail~.ble air po....er can 'be 

W I"j\-'J'l'~' l"'l:•• u~i ,,\J-lQ f....-' 'If),. ( " ";;:: .. ' • • 
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used in se~ected areas in turn; this eoncentrated -tl.se of' the air 

striking force is a bo.ttle-wln.ni.ng factor of the first importn.uce. 1I18 

It ~TouJ.d be disastrous. he folt. to permit the air am to dissipa.te 

its strenGth in "shla11 yackets placed und.er the cOmland of army 

fornation cOIlU:lOJld.ers. uith each po.eket 'l'torkin6 on its otm plan. The 

soldier must not exgect. or wish to exerciBe direct command over air 
19

atriId.ns forces. 11 From this it followed that an army cO:ilLmnder 

must have an air headqu..'U'ters 'd. th hit! which 'tlouJ.d exercico direct 

control over squaclro;ns allotted for operationa in sU!lPort of !tis army. 

Thu~ throut;h cooperation idth the air headquarters, the army commander 

could obtain the s11pJ?ort of the trilole air striJdns 101'c9 at the rCCluired 

pla.ce. "All t14'\t is required, n concluded GenereJ. I.~ontsomery, "is 

that the two staffs t e.my and. air. should ",ork together at the same 

R. Q.. in co:nplete harmollj, Q.11d. "Ii th complete nutual understanding and. 

"0oonfidence. II"" 

!i:he follo:-1ng month General Spaatz reinforced this impressive 

tribute to the a.dvantages of air-ground cooperetlon by pointin~ ont 

to his chief' that the conditione prevailing in the Uorth ~<\.1r1C&n 

Theater were not special or unusual, but tended to approx1mo.te the 

condit1ons lIunder which our land forces \'1111 be confronte d at least 

ltalduring the Eur011ean phases of tho ma.r. In his opinion. our 

pra'V'ioua conc~ta of' air-ground coopera.tion were cOi.3}?letely in­

adeq~te.22 :ihat \'JaS needed was more adeq'lmto protection tor ground 

troops against dive bombing, better reconnaissance and photographic 

\lork, and increased usa o:f the :fighter-bomber and medium bomber 

C6'f1:nBE\r~ 
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a.gainst targets in the battle area. lIAll these :C'orcos t a.s enU1llorated 

abovet must be available tor s1.Wport of the ground battle. They 

23 
reaJ.ly"beco:ne a tactical air force. II 

[!hus Gent1ral Arnold I s idea-a were confimed by high-ran!:::lne 

British e.nd A1:1er1can officers. Cn 15 A:,t?ri1 he cabled Haj. Gen. George 

E. Stratem.eyer eA follo~'IS: llVCr"J 1!l!'ortant th::.t you get full informa­

tion concerning niT-ground technique--llroceduro and :principles of 

et:lJ?lo~1llent fro:'l Oonin~. Spaatz. l!ontconerl end other cO:clmanders 

24who have bad experience. Send intorruu.tion and d...'l.ta. back by plane. 11 

In his replY" to this cable. General Strateme;rer reported a.n interest­

inG conversn.tion he h~d h:ld l1ith Gon. Sir Harold Alexander: 25 

Yesterday Cot lunch Alexander told me ~~ 4iA wUi. condge;t 
tb& ~ :Porcea as. JJma. ~ artillen·. He said that the 
Ground OOIlll~'Ulder 'l'lho considers the Air Forces a.s such does not 
know h01'l to use his Air Forces. :;Aen a. proolem comes ~ which 
affects the Ground Forces. General Alexander calls Conine'ham 
in and Oonio.e;'ham tells him what the air C~ do. OoninghaJa is 
then told b;y Alexander WlJ.:;J"t he wants don.e within the co.pe.oilit~ 

as announced by Ooningilam. ~o my mind. this is correct and our 
co~ders can well follow this example. 

jihen General Arnold rece1ved this letter. be sent it to :Brig. Gen. 

Lo.urence :Kuter "lith. the rema.r~: that he wanted lito be sure thc.t e",Cl'r­

thinG :oosE:!blc is being clone to secure a definite :?olicy on this 

r:m.tte.r 1ssued frOll the 'I:ar Depo.rtnent in accord2naa ':ith the technique 

26Bnployad in r,'orth Africa. 11 

Shortly a,1'ter this t the :oar Department accepted the new concept 

of a.ir-ground coordination as a. :9art of its of1'1c1;:.1 air doctrine. 

!:ritine to General S];lua.tz later in the month. Genl:?Tll.l Arnold €;ave hin 

27
the ,·:elcol::e neus: 

(J8PlJilR:'!<U,. 
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#SMATitle 
r

'. 'n I PJ Jalil0rtY 

:~ith particult r l'espect to the ll'actical Air rorco, the id.ea£ 
you hnve worked up and forh1J.rUed to me e.re being implemented 
by Kuter and haDpen at :!?re~ent to be goins full ball throughout 
the ..lir Forces and the -::0.1' Department. :rIle ':a1' De:.t;la.rtment 1:as 
officie.l1;r set forth the doctrino that Jar :Forces and Ground 
:rioraes 1'7111 1'lOxk together coeqt1all~~ and coordinatel~·. ne1ther 
subordino.ted to the other. The !Eactical .Air Porea as the .t..ir 
Force to wor~ on a coequal basi s \01:1. th the G·round Forces in the 
battle s.1'to'a, has been a.ccepted 'by the "ilar Depart:n;.ent and is 
noto! being prE:pe.red in Pield Service Reg..uatlon form. 

As f'inall~' stated in P:l100-00 QgmrJAnQ.. ~ wl'l}?+ent ~ AU:~, 

21 July 1943, the revised doctrine eobodied everything that the Army 

J..ir Forces had been a.dvoc~~til1g. It was definitely stated that Uland 

power and air pm-tel' are co-equal and interdependent forces; neither 

is an awolia.ry of the other. II The importanae of tncticol air 1'o"'er 

¥2S reco¢zed by the statEment tbt "where eround forces are 

operdinG. normally there uill be 0. tz.ctico.l cir force. 11 .."dr and 

{;1'ound cooperati?n waG insured b~~ the injunction th<,,~t Utactical d r 

force or.er~tions end eround force operations • • • \dll be coordinated 

by mecUlS of tluely ~lannin~ conferences of perti~ent cO~Lders staffs 

28and throU€,h the exchn.n.ge of Iini son officers. 11 

Thus the lessons of the air wo.r in north .Africa "Jere finn.ll~· 

a.ccepted. godification of tred.i tiona.! :!ar De!lartnent idee.s of t~.c-

tical air opere.tions \1ith cround forces now left the vla~' open for 

tho forn:ation of new tactical oreanizations. ancl as e. mt~tter of fe.at, 

the Oombined ~onber Offensive ?len, whioh bed been for.mulated some 

Donths previously, contdncd a reference to the establism:.ent of an. 

...4.merican tacti.c~~ cl.r force in lldtain. 

'Q.;Jn@,~ 
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!i:he Oombined Bomber Offensive :elan \;as an oute;ro,qth of the 

directiVQ of the Co.so.blanca. Conference to Ilconduct Q. joint United 

Stutes-]ritieh air offenoiva to accompliSh the pro~sress1ve destruc­

tion and dislocation of the Gercan military and industrial and 

econooic systeo, wd the undermininG ot the morcl.e of the German 

people to a point where their ~p~cit~ for armed resistance is • . . 
EO \'iecl::ened as to permit ini tia.t ion of' final combined operations on 

29
the continent. II To carry out this order. a e;roup of industrial 

leaders and other ~8?erts mude a thorough survey of the Ger~~ in­

austria! systen to ascertain the places "here aerial attac1: '''aUld be 

the most dt;.mo.giIl{~. ~he resuJ.ta of this surve~~ were embodied. in a. 

docum.ent drawn up by ~ritieh rold A.nerican. stratesistfl. and al>proved 

by Eaker and Portal in April 19{'-3.30 senerally Imotm. a.s the Combined 

30mber Off'enAi,e Plan. !i:his c<:l.lled £01' a.n attack in strict priori ty 

u~on e limited number of hi6hly selected objectives. Attention \~G 

draun to the :fa.ct that there was an alarmine increase in the number 

of Gel"lJan fighter planes. ~o counteract this daneero'l1f': development I 

the hea.'Q--bombor operations \'lere to be su;pplemented by mediUtl-boober 

attncl;:s on German-held airdromes, and by other actions generally 

!>:re:9arato~" to the invasion of tho Continent. !i!o carrY' this out, the 

Plan called for an increase of the 3iEilth 1l.ir Force to 2,700 heavy 

boreberr. by 1 A!,)xil 19-M:, end eo force of medi'Utl bOI:l.bera totaling 800 

planes. A footnote recommBn~ed the creation of a taotical air force 

of' lisht-boobers, plus, reoonnaissance, iiehter, and troop-oarrier 

elements to suppleaent the strntepc air force in su:l?:9ort of suri'ace 

o!?ere.tions;u. 
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!-!eanvhile. the Eighth I.ir Torce had been lwndicopped in its 

stra.tegic operations for several months o\'rin~ to the fact tb.o.t it 

lias frequently called upon to function as a huge personnel. materiel. 

and supply replaceuent pool for the ~welfth Air Force.32 However. 

toward the end of 1942. a policy of rebuilding the Zighth hnd been 

ini tie-tad and a concidarabla amotmt of equipment wa.s sent over. On 

30 January 1943 the i:o.r Departeent informed General Spaatz tha.t it 

\'Jas planning to send 11 nedium-'bombardment groups for the :atshth by 

33
the end of the year. 

It seems probable that the ide~s in the Conbined Bomber Offensive 

Plan. plus the policy of increa.sing the heavy- and medi'l.'W-bom"llardt1ent 

uni ts of the Eit;b.th Air Force. r"Uggested the idea of a reort;:ani zat10n 

of toot com-..and to meat these ne\'l demando• .li.t ~r rate. in l;;~te April 

of 1943. ~tl.en the bomber offensive :plan ,'laos being fort'!~~l'ded to the 

Oombined Ohief£: of Staff in :'lashington. ~!aj. Gen. Ira O. ~:er sub­

mitted \'1i.th it his O\ln !i:entative Proposed !Croo!;) Ea.sb for the Ei&hth 

Air :Force. miB virtually :9l'ovided for a tectical (lir force '1d thin 

the fabric of the Zie;hth. for it speci:f'ied a. large air s\Wport cOllll:W,nd 

of 9 medium-bombardment gr0U!>s, 11 lid;lt-bombardnent groups, 5 dive­

34. 
bOlJbardtlent groups, and 9 troop...carrier groups. For rea.sons that 

do not a.J?,e~.rt General J;'l.1'uold 'fas not entirely satisfied '1ith this 

propoSt.'l c.nt'l. decided to send Uaj. Gen. :'ollett BradJ.ey and a committee 

of officers to ::n.gland to study the sf tue.tion end. make recommendations. ~:S5 

~e :Bradley- Oommittee s:!,ent motlt of the month of l~ 1943 in the 

United Kingdom. and also made a special survey of condi tiona in :!:;orth 
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opera,tiona in Africa. • • as a.ction to be token in the pro;posecl OT­

36
ga.ni.ze.tion of tho VIII Air Force. II !J:1he final result of the conudttee l s 

~tl:.dy was a higilly it:lportant docuoent knot'm. as the :Bradley Plan. It 

called for tho cree,tion of' a t~~ct:Loo.l air force to 0liore.te as a. !,e.rt 

of the :i!:1ghth Air Force. ~h1s tp,ct1cal force. which was to be an 

exp2.nsion of' the VIII Air SUP:oort Commend. was to operate first from 

fixed ba.ses in 3nt,;land, and thCIl. lr...s to be moved to the Continent for 

the fina.l :phase of the war. Z7 !rhe :Brad.le~7 Plan \'!as submitted to 

ClJllCraJ. :A.l:er on 28 l!ay 194.3 end efter receiving his approvw. was 

sen.t next to Lt. Gen. Jacob O. Dever~. who aT,tproved. , the plan with a 

few modifications. 38 3;r 11 J\1l~' the project had reached :·ia.sh1ngton, 

o.nel was £or\'-orded on to the ~:ar Lepartment b~~ General Arnold wi th a 

39request for approval. 

At this point it is necessarif to turn trom the :Bradley :Pll?.Il to 

trace the threads of another development which. Wd.S to be of great 

importance in the history- of the tactiCii",l nil' force in the European 

~e~ter. ;;hen tho Eraelle:r PlOD. was first oeing considered t a. s~es-

tioD. had. been made b~- Generel Zisenhower to Genere.l ~,!.a.rshc.:.ll on 18 

Jul.:.- that the e.funinistrp.tive satt[) in the :red1terranean ~eater could 

be greatly il1l9rovec. b~· tIle cons011&"1.t1on of the Fint1:' and Twelfth 1.11' 

S'orces. 4O This quertion wns the subject of several cables from the 

~:o.r Department to Generals :2isenho\'Jor, Spaatz, ana. :Brereton t the 

last-named. then command.1nc the lIinth. Since the id.ea. involved de­

acti'VCting the l!inth, tho question of a comrr.and for Generel :Brereton 

~1~1(:~P~4 I I I Xui 
Sl.~ ill Gtt?ttHLLiL . il , ~ 
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came to the fore. A coni'erenae between 3i senhol1er, S,Pa-atz end 

:3roreton on 22 Ju1~; settled some of the proolems connected l'lith the 

pro~osed consolidation but still din not nl~e provision for General 

Brereton's future activity. On 29 July, Eisenhower suggested to the 

i,·ar lJepartment that if Gelleral :Brereton coUld not be used in some 

cs,!lacity in the Urdted States t he could be placed. as deputy cOl:ll:1<mder 

in Air Iiarfilial Con1ngham I s tactical air force. 41 

General Arnold had other ideo.s. On the 31st he cabled Brereton 

that the most ei'fective use oJ.' his e.x];)erhnce \",ould be lIin cOlIlJ:land of 

the ~a.ctical Air Force not'i beinG formed as ]p.rt of the :i3igbth Air 

Porco under COmlc"l.Ild o:f General Iaker." He "rent on to say that "this 

!ractical Air Force is growing r2.pidly ana. will ultimately consist of 

ten medium gr0U1's and fif'teen light grO\l9s wlth. ample :righter groups 

for protection." As alternat1ves, he offered the general a. respons!blg 

COl'nUland. in the Un!tod States, or sone sort of' pos! tiOD. in the Oairo 

headquarters utter the merger between the liinth and ~welfth.42 A few 

days later, Genernl Erereton r~l!~d thnt he aao~ted the offer to 

43
com::umd the tactical air force under ~>:er Ilw1 th utmoet eaeerness. 1I 

It was eventually arre.nged, on the basis of an earlier suggestion 

from General :misenhouer4,..1 that 17:l.nth .Ur ~orce personnel t both combat 

and. service. be sent to the !i:lJelfth. except for certa.in units froo. 

the headquarters of the l;inth Air rorce t and from IX :domber J 3'i(;hter t 

45
E.Ild Service OOIJllik'lndr:: which would go wi th Genero.l :3rereton to 3ngland. 

up to this point, nothing seemed to in<11ccte a. sepQX2,te status 

for the tacticeJ. air force; it was generallyastlUlIled thc.t the origiIlal 
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plon of placins it und.er the Iliehth would be adhered to. However, 

E'ueh was not to De the case. Just what caused. this change is not 

eJ.together clee.r. It 18 l"'..nO'lllIl that the British desire-a. a. unified 

tacticz\l 211' foroe, composed of both their own, and the American 

forces, and had sU€€ested thn.t Air l~.r~l Sir ~ra:f'ford Leigh-Ua.llory 

co:rn.t:le.nd it with Bri€. Gen. Haywood S. Bansell, Jr. as his deputy"_46 

!l!his sU[)gests that they favored the separ(:,tion of' the proposed 

teoticE'..J. t:".ir force from the Zighth, but "lnether or not theY' took 

the initi.:l.tive in this cannot be ascertained at present. On 6 

August, Genoral E~sell ~repared a memo for General itrnold on the 

trdning of a tactic.'J.l air force t in which he sugcested th.e training 

be carried out in the Uri ted States; he seemed to imply in this docu­

nent the enstence of a separate and indol'endent tactical orean! zation 

not n. J;lHrt of the Eighth. 4.7 

otWparently. these questions were taken out ot th.e hanCis of' the 

a.ir forces and placed on the 6-t:;enQa of the ~;WJ)?.A1;T conferenoe. which 

met at C~ebec during ~ugust 1943. ~e \~ULD~~\T meeting officially 

endorsed. an invasion of the continent under the code nrone of' Ov;::BT.OFJ). 

to ·oe proceeded by an all-out attac::: on the GerIrk'lU Air Porce known as 

Opere.tion ;POI::J~LAl;-.4. It approved the idea of a combined ...mglo­

P..merican tact1cs.l nir foroe o.z distinct froD the 2lichth or Stre.tegic 

Air Torce. ond selected .l1.ir l:a.rsha,l Le1&h-~~1J.lory to command the new 

co:nbin.."l.tion. henceforth ~:nown o.s the Allied :l:1xgeclitionary .:lir Porce 

(AEAF). ::hct these decisions meant for the ~ir forces W~S set forth 

7"-S1i .. ,,-, . . ~bJ.JqQFTf' '\! 
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succinctly 1u a lJ:eoorandum pre:rmred by AolAS, Plans:48 

Specifically, it beco~eg necessary to establish a Strategic Air 
Force whose pri~ry function i£l to continue the operation 
J?OIlEt!B.LA.'E: prior to OVIl.tJ..OPJ) and a Tactical ..'1.1r :Sorce which 
will be trained and. el:lployed :9rimarl1y in close cooperation 
\1i th surface forces in the opere.tion OVEELOI:D. The decision 
by the COUlbined Chiefs of Statf to place the Tact1~1 Air 
Forcee, -ooth :ar!tish o.uc1. ..~erican. undor a sinele comm.:-mder 
calces it necessary to cl~,rif~~ the cO!l1l':land relD.tionships of the 
vnriouc air commanders in the thea.ter. 

~e lne:t:lO then dral,s uI;l a. tentative directive ,.thich definitely refers 

to the .A:ncricc.n tactical air force as the liinth. From this 1t seems 

a~pQrent thr.t, shortly after the ~UADRAU~ meet1nb a&reed to make a 

separate air force of th.e tactical air arm in 3D.gland anCl como1ne it 

ltd th BrlUsh forces as the Allied ExIsedi tionery Air Force, the American 

nil' allthori ties decided to retain the nane lihich Genoral :Brereton I s 

air force ha.d b)l"Jl>S in tll'3 r:1ddle 3ast o..nd to a:pply it to the taoticel 

orGanization \;hich he we.s to cOl:1lllQ.!l.d in :;Jnglend.. ~us, b~· th.o be­

c1nning of Sept~l:lbart the pllms fOJ: tho tactlc:.\l 'brtmch o:r the :J::i{;hth 

Air :;forcE! b.3.d develCll)ed into a. sep::.r~te OO::.t. independent air force 

:mO,1n as the 1:1nth. 

l2h.e cre~tion of a second Americ:.t.n ni:r force in :Bri to.in r,used 

oany ad.ninistrn,tivG :>.nd tactieo.l CJ.uestions. :r.c.o, for example, was 

to coord.i14'\to tAG a.dJninistI'o.tion of tho net1 lTinth ~ir Foree u1th the 

:att,;hth, and r~t were to be the reJ.e,tions of the tactical air force 

to operation POI~~~~? 

Durlne Augo.st and Septemoer t uhen these and oth0r 1 ssues were 

dls~ussed by ..\rnold c.nc, POl"taJ., some differences of o!>1nion develoTied 
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bet1'1cen the t",o air chiefs. HOl-lever t thej" were agreod. that Air J:Ia.rshel 

Leigh-1I;:U1or:r J the ne\'1 Supreme Tactlc:::.1 Co.::nnander, should concern hir:l­

self ,Dr1mnrily u1th the broad tc.ctical plon \1ithont beca:!l1ng entangled 

in ndmnistrative det~dls;49 they also a.greed tho.t the :anth .Air Yorce 

should. pa.ss t') o!?orationol control of .~ at some dc.te in the near 

i'utu.ra. It 'las fi:cal17 decid.ed thc:t the adJJiIlistra.tion of Americe.n 

air forces in the United Zingdoo would be center~d in the :r.ighth Air 

Force. and on 15 October 1943 when the ~Jinth was officially activated, 

there wa.s also esta.b1ic;hed the United Sta.tes 1l:rrny Air Forces in the 

Uni ted Ain{;dom ~US.W'U'"~) under Genernl Eaker. 50 USA,.'\3'UK was to act 

as a sort of supercollmc-md betjo;een the two air f'orces, and was to be 

responsiblo for stra.tegic nlo,nt:',gement, mil!tary organh9.tiQn • and ad-

I:l1n1~trA.t1on on the highest echelon level. Its general staff wns 

identtccl with the general staff of the :sighth, and its special staff' 

T1a.rge1:' the sa.mo as the special staff' of the VIII Air Service 

51
COlllO<:lnd. Thus the E1.7lth t S admini strativa co:atrol at the lUnth 

·~t3.S assured. 2h1s control was mintained after USA.iFtJI: was reI'la.ced 

1 J~l'Y 1944 by United. Stateg Strategi.c Air ~orce9 in 3urope ('(jSS:i.l~tp), 

includin,z the Jigb.th and. :?ifteenth .:'1.11' Forces. Since the directive 

provided that the conoauding general t USSTlJ,F, \'1ould continue to be 

responsible for a.d,'l1ini9JJraUva control of air force unit~ •.including 

base services, in the area of his cOIllIlk'\nd. it is clera' that th.e 

extinction of US.AA.a~U:: tlaode no rea1 chanbE' in the adI1inistrativo re­

lations of the :J1gh.th and 1:71nth. 52 

For a time. the lIinth received. its oper3tional orders throush 

the .3ieh,th, but wi th. tho activation of ll'J! on 1 lIovember 1943, it 

~~.1t!/t;b~ ~,J71.' .. 7 ~,.... --- -:.)'L~ 
~- . _·-·-=--~U Ht'lO~ ~ 
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oame untler the operational control of this body as had been previously 

53
arrall§;ed. by the Oonbined Ohiefs of Staff. The ninth was to plan 

for OV.a:?.LORD ana. to get read:,. :for it as soon a.s possible, but 

operationclly it wa.s first comcl.tted to the support of the Eighth 

Air :E'orce in carrying out :POIlT!r:B:uA:..:;z:.54 !rhe dete.ils of these opera.­

tions con 'be found in Ohapter V, out before they ce.n be traced, it is 
\ 

necessar'"J to explore sO!!l.euho.t further the gro\dnS organiza.tion of the 

tactic~l air force. 

"'1:lf:.Ilj4J,_~ 

V .... ~r'\ ,0 
I ....... '.1' •• ''-,.. -. 1
 
~~ '~GIgt:J i ita. GJUL tl U'. 
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om.ptel' II 

~e fi.rst blu~r1nt of the organiza.tion of the mnth Air Force 

np:gears in the Bradley Plan which 'Was drawn 'Up in nay 1943. It 

proposed to cree~e a tactical air force within the fabric of the 

:Bighth by a gre~t expansion of its Air S1I.P3?ort OOI1illand. ~here 

were to be bom.ber. troop ctU"r1ar. E'..nd service cOb1tlands. :plUS fiehtor 

units grouped in t'tolO air sU9port divis1ons. and sicnaJ.. weather, 

1
engineer, and recomw.issance unih. Although the original document 

did. not conteIJPlate Co tactic~l air force di~tinct fro!~ the 3ighth. 

the :provis1ons for the e.1r support divisions olosely resemble the 

final orza,nhat:1on of the ::'~inth. As lIaj. Gen. Henry J. F. l.aller 

said. litho Bradley Plan is the plun under 'Which the lanth ..\ir ::'o1'oe 

2
will opor~te. and the ::Bradley Plan has the lnst word. U 

~~e recomuen~tlons for the service command, derived to a Lreat 

extent fro:11 the o:h.'T,lerienoes o£ the ....frican cr.mpaicn~. 'Here especially­

1m:portant as mont of them were tal.:en over COIJilletelj' by the natoT air 

3force. The Plan proposed the csto.blish::1ent of an air service 

str{~te~c control area. for heavy-boobard.o.ent unita. and a similar 

tacti~~l control area for units ot the tactiCq! all' force; this 

oontrol area "'ould become an air service coumand for t:he tactical 

air force \lhan it Wag located on the Continent. 4 Control of service 

18 

'1r"-~~irl~]tt~ .~r:!UtT"'lrIA _II" - --1 ­,0.' mi-;t 
~ .,',: <,. ,.-: Ir W 'f r~~! 
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or&mizations lias divided between the tactical station cOIlll!lCmders 

and service comma.nt\ officers. Since the latter vlare to hnve juri.s­

diction over teohnical I:1:ltters such as su!)ply, maintenance. nd:t1ini­

str,;~tion, emplo~e:n.t. and training of' a.ll service :gersonnel. this 

arran::;ement actually euaoled the ta.ctical stst10n commander ttl 

devote himaelf almost entiroly to operations. and. the service 0011­

mander thus acquired considerable freedo~.5 

;lherever :nosaible. the :Brad1e~r Flan proposed sep::~at:1on o;f 

.functions at tactical air stations: ~dl:linistrat1on.. service. and 

operations were to De kept independent, and, if' possible. co-eo.ual. 

It was deaced eS9aclally i~ortant to keep the functions of tactical 

conwnncl £rOi:! becoL1in~ entan£led \Jith pro olems ot aup!Jly; to :nakE' sure 

thc.t this sapO-rution \-:0.8 maintained to the hi&hest echelon. it t;a.s 

s1lg€;estad that the head of et'och CO:cu::l31ld should be asoiGted by two 

6
c1.eputies: one for operations. and one for maintenanc9. Operations 

and control of the tactioal air foroe were to be based on tAe system 

",or~::ed out in Horth Africa, and the total strent;th of the foree was 

7set a.t 230.847 men. 

It is interestlns to point out that thought in the ther\ter 

closely paralleled the Eradley concept of a tactical air f'orce. A 

IIProposed US1ui.F {~) !l:roop :Basis. II iss\led by the :Eighta. Air l'orce 

heo::.dqlI.:!..I'ters 11 A~f1t, provided 1'01' three aJ.1' sUJ>::?ort cOl!lli1ands. a 

troop oR,rrier co;n.'nand. and an air service command. l·~eanwhi1e Brig.I 

Gen. Robert C. Oandee, cOl:ll:landing the VIII .Air SUpport OoIJman.d, tms 

.-',~. I - 'Il!i- ; ,.I • _~ 

D I It -~ - ..~ I ~~_-
.-: i· . --' . I ~ 

'--rErl I"~ ;',,' .. • ~~ 
& ~ 
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co.rr;ving on studies in the organiza.tion of a. tactical air force. 

One of his charts dated 1 October 1943 shot'ls a tentative phn which 

provides for a 'bomber cO:l1..'nand, a. fighter cOIlm1c-md contmning t>;10 air 

s~ort divisions, no tactica.l o.ir servicE! area COJll:land. :m oil' 

defense cOm:Il3.nd, and an. en~;inecr cO:Jl.."tmd. This appears to be the 

first mention of thesG last t\\1O co~nds. lJ:'hey had not been in-

eluded in General :Brallley I s report. 

ldter boin~ aDi)rOved by the theater cOIllll1n.nder, and then by 

General Arnold. the Bradle;, Plan wa.s suooitted to the final judg::nent 

of the ~rar Department. Rere it ran into difficulties. On 13 August. 

General 1~shal1 cabled General Devers th~t the plan \ro.s being 

studied, end it woUld probablY be approved IIwi th modifications. liS 

J.\fter s!):ne del~, Devers race!ved another communication walch in­

dico.ted the l'rinci:pal objectiong of the ~;a.r DepartSlent. It wa.s felt 

tho.t the VIII Air Force Servico Oot:lIJDJld was tOl' hen.vy in headquarters 

units. and e1imnation of the speoial organiza.tion of the stra.tegic 

control area. lIas reco::unended since it W"J.S believed. that this area 

could i ....,mction under the ReadC!,uo.rters of the VIII .l\ir j?orce Service 

Oomma.n6.. 3l.1m1n.'1.tlon of the headq~rters and hea.dqunrt era squadron 

of the case air do~ot area lr.lS also advised. 
9 

~e final decision on 

15 AUL~st included all these recommendations plus two additional 

pro.iaions; (1) only ~/o UDita were to be shippea~ but technically 

trained fillers \Tare to be furnished to fill the gap between ste.ndard 

T/o units and theater requirements; (2) authority to increase the 

T/o I s wV.s not ap:provcd.10 

.:;__._.:'" c-,­ ~r~'~;; _ 
: q J, ~~ 

::: fP 
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~he decision of the Jar Department to remove these hesdquarters 

or~:-.ations 'lrJaB :protested bY' the th:?ater comuanders. The service 

areas had been int1"oduced into the :are.elley Plan by General !:b.err a.s a 

pa.rt of his theor:t of centrd.1.izcd control uith de-centralized opera­

tion. He conplain.ed to Ge:l.eral Za:::or that thi s dect sion prolonged. 2. 

critical situation lro.ich h."td been originally critiched by the 

11
Brad1er Oomcl. ttee. In a lont; C<:l.ble of' 29 AUL,'""'Ust I Genere.l Devers 

protested to General ::C"U"sho.ll that the liar DerpartnB:l.t· s proposals 

nullified the Plan and u~set the integration of :f'unctio:n.s so cu-efully 

esbblished bJ· the 3ra.rlley COimittee. Ho believed that the size of 

the area. l'1dere the ~Jigatlt ~'1aS 0l'er?tint; required deoentralbation, 

and :for that reason he strongl~' opposed the elirainat ion of the stra­

te&ic control md bnoe de-~Jot areas. He concluded ''1i th a:n sl'peal for 
12 

J?..n. unq:ualified ~ccept:mce of tao Plan. 

Perhaps the stronbest protest of all c~e from General saker. 

In a letter to Geneml Arnold. he stated his position in colorful 

and vigorous language: 13 

There Ill'l.1st be somethinG wrong ,,11th our s~steI:l. You send 
General Braclle:r. General Y,nerr. and n care:£'ully selected 
committee here tD vor~;: out ',lith us what is required to give 
us a :?roper maintenance organi zation; we como to a,greenent OIL 

1t :Jen.ring in mind a.l~la~rs the necessit~~ for saving manpouer 
to the ~x1mwa; our agreement is lroproved by the theater 
cOlll:Ja.nder, comes bac~ to you end ;rou a}')prove itt and authorize 
us to undertal:e its ioole::lentation provisionally t stating that 
~:a.r Depo.xtment a::?:9roval is e~ected in tho near future; "e gat 
t:!le organi'tation initiated, Going to great trouble to provide 
the hecdquarters est:::.bl1ehments and. the whole neu organizotlo1'l. 
is shouin[; tt'v..ch promise. Then soue incUviduaJ. in the G-4 
Section of the ::a.1' De:?t\rtment ••• decides that the orgo.ni.7.a.­
tion is all wrong and thrO\'19 his wooden shoes squarely into 

-: ___ i 

,- ~". P II • I I!'!.) I ," I t. ' ." - ' \ I I I ...,,,0 t I,-Il >. • ~'_J II lj<.:., , , " "_ 
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\ 
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• \ : 7 ,: r lTKif~ 

the delioate me.ohiner~;. • • • 1:0 eree..ter sGrvioe oan be par­
for:::ed for this Air ]lorce than to obtain the a!?:orove.l of this 
J?len. It is now nearly threa months since it was agreed tq)on 
by 3>eo:91e ,.,ho ]mow !lost about the probleu and the best solution. 

Il;.'" nO,1 it was clear to the \iar Department tha.t tllere was a slight 

difference of o:r;>inion in relPrd to its modification of th.e Bradley 

Plan. laj. Gen. :Ba.rney H. Giles undertool: to e:q>la1n to General 

L:er the reasons for the che.nt;es. The Arrrr:! Jdr Porces still lacked 

some 200.000 enlisted men. and as a. result. they 1-lere not able to 

oalanca serviae units with aoabnt units. BeeF.use of this. Genoral 

Arnold had been told that a ba100lCO must be achieved or the activa­

tion of additional combat units would have to be stopped. Part of 

this lacl: of balance "laS caused b~ the additional service un! ts 

SIlecified b~r the :BradJ.e;{ Plan. Since thej, ha.d 'been unsuccessful in 

eettin3 the liar De;partlJ.ent to reconsider its decision, they proferred 

14 
to cut out earnae oreani zations rather than conbat uni t s • 

.An additionaJ. sta.tenent soon caue frou GenE'ral ~:arshall. l:eply­

inc t':l General Devers t oable of 29 AU01filt, he sto.ted. thct lithe i7c.r 

Department accepts the 3radlcy Pl~.n e.s e. Ft~temcnt 01' [l. requirement 

t".nd recot:;ni::es tho.t the P1E-.n iE' an integre>,ted ",hole. 11
15 He ther~ 1'e­

c:..-phesi zed tha.t the shart£'.[;e of man;90\ler, as cited 'by Genera.l Giles. 

r:.nrle it irr.:ryos:db1e to achieve en ideo.l ort;.-anization j nevertheless. 

i1ll!lle:-mentntion of' the Bra.dle~· Plan \:as receiving lIintense stuiiyil in 

the !'e:9~rtU€Ilt. Specia.l un1 ts needed in the theo.ter could be activc:.ted 

there p:rovi~ionaJ.1y. '2r~,inet1 personnel above priori ty asoie;nment~ \-ro'Ulc:.. 

oe sent as fillers anti reple.cenents J but ui thin the :oercent2.ge nssi["lled 
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to over-all .A.All shippine allotT.lcnts; this personnel "1&S to oe used to 

or6anize special units for which no provision had been made. As 

these groups l:ere oreanized on a temj)ore..r~r O£.sis. the thea.ter cO::J:!l,;"lD.der 

was to &1?I)lj.~ to the Uar tepartment for forc.:ll const1tution and. activa­

tion. n~ie shall do aJ.l poss!. ule to send these tre.ined men and gIT.nt 

authority for your activation ~~thin existingpol1cies. Units so 

16actimted \'1111 be ehareed a£a1nst the Bradley Plan. 11

Unf'ortunc..tcly I this cc.ble still further coni'u~ed an alr~a~, 

cOn:?licated s1tuat1oIl.. Genore.! r:arshall l s rE'.ma.rks aoout the acceyt­

ance of' the Bradley Plan by the lIar tepartment f!P.ve l}C'neral :Devers the 

erroneous ideo. that the oriGineJ. Plan t>:e.s no~r a.p9roved ...Iithout altera­

tion. ~here1'oret he informed the Gen·.)ral that his understanding of' 

his cable was tha.t lithe :Bredley Plan is acce;Jted :mel tha.t objeotions 

rcl.1':ed in oable B. 1720 11 l ..U",;."Ust • • • are rescinded. It lIe assumed 

that the =idlth Air :E'orce had the e.uthority to activate the head­

fcuerters orf>"aD.i~[ttions for the stratecic :?ir service are-a E'.nd the base 

. d t 17n:Lr epo ~r&a. 

!!:hess statements broueht a q,uick reply from General lIarshall. 

~evarsl interpretation of his cable of 3 Septeober uas incorrect. 

The BrcdJ.ey Plan '\om.s acce~ted by the Departr:::ent as a ~.Q!!1.z. to 

the needs of the Zighth Mr :Force; moreover, bec.:"'\ooe of' the inabil1 ty 

of the ;;ar :DepartI::.e..1t to iopleoent the :nan. he considered it llout of 

:Phase. lI* H.e still insisteCi. on the vital need of cuttinr.:, do\~'D. the 

* :By this time. the decision to edablhh a ne",' cir force in Jngla.ncl 
to teze cere of tactical probleos had been made. (See Chap. I) In 
spt'be of this chanGe t the :Bradley Fl~.n tea ctill considered. the in­
strument to regul~te the s:t tuation, and, a.s indicated in this (cont 'a) 

i,.,....."...~~ t )1'iriilP~
-la? !1..k?5q":y~ ~;-'Cl· ~ '"" _ 
::._u~~.! 2... i Pel. '-'. I ­I I ­
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•now of service and overhead porRonnel frOLl the desir;tble to the 

24
 

cbsoluteJ.:r neces5cry. "In nE."'ir of serious ~,n:"o...rer shorta.Ge I l1e 

cannot fully n1?:.oro't~ J3r.9.dley Plan 'Ulltil com;inced. tha.t yom~ a'b­

solutel;r minirr.un rf>'1.uire:r.cnts only a.re represented in the :Bradley 
118Plan. 1 

By now the situa.tion had become almost too cOL.iIJlez for the usual 

~~els ana £1r~thand information ~as needed by both sides. ~ere-

fore the ::a1' De)'t:.rtiiumt deoided. to form a com:Jittee of officers, with 

Col. J. i:. :B~lor as senior member, to go to 3nglancl and oons'UJ.t \'lith 

19
Ceneral :Deverf: on the hest means for implementinG the :BradleZ'" Plan. 

!the Ea~rlor ConIilittee was in the United I:1nLdOill from about the 

1st to tho 17th of October 1943. 20 On the whole, its final recommen­

dations s~ported the original :Bradle~r ideas as '\I'ell as the areuments 

of the the<1ter commanders who had. "Urt;ed the acceptance of the un­

~odi£le& Bradley Oo~tteo report. Colonel Eaylorls recommendations 

called for a IX :Somber and IX Fiehter Comnu:.nd in addit10n to the tHO 

.Ur Sup:?ort Conwands listod in the original pl".n. For the IX..lir 

Service Com::::.,'1nd, one base nir de]:lot e.re,g., anti t\;O tactical air dE190t 

urea cOIm1lC'..nds "ere added to proviae for techniccl supervision of the 

service groups, and opera.tion of the advanced air depots. 21 !2hrough. 

euggest:lons made by Gen.eral :Brereton, eo conflldera.ole saving in per­

sonnal "as achiEtved \l.Q. thout deviatint) fron the basic Bradle~; concepts. 22 

It is interesting to note that no provision appears to hD..ve been made 

(cont'd) st~~. the provisions for the VIII iAr Support Co~d were 
teken as the GUide in the organiza.tion of the l1inth Air Force. Genere,.l 
I·~sball t s reJlUl,rks e.bout being lIout of phe..ee!l evite-ntly did not ap:91;r 
to tho creation of the separate air force, but to the implementetion of 
the Plan. as a whole. See tho remarks of General Hiller as quoted in. 

O~. I. . .tB.Jifrr::!l?~'. 
,:/2:;ntJ ~ 

_ 5~'C;'Y~_ _L.b£ _ 
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for the enGineer ana air defeu£e co~ands succested in General 

Oandee I S chart of 1 October. Hot,over, authoritief1l in the thea.ter 

continued to u:re;e their crea.t1on. A chart of 15 October 1ssued by 

Headquarters. US~tr:: includes both these commanda ylus a fighter 

COr.'l)':iD.tld "lith two air Su;D!?Ort division!:!, a troop carrier co!'1!iland, and 

an air service coooand with two adv~~ced air de90t areas, a base 

(l.il' depot are& t and a tre.ns!?ort wing. 23 ~entuallj", the ',lar Depart-

cent 8.DIlrOved ell these oreo.n1zationo. but it \oms to rpquire con­

sidore.ble proof of thoir neoea aity be£'oro tcldns action. ~Ioon\-lhilet 

the :Br:?dJ.e3-~ Plan, ,,11th Colonel BaJ"lor'g revisions. was a.pproved by 

Headquaxtel's. 210USA. on 16 October. the day the 171uth '{Jas formallj­

~.ctivated, and subsoquentl~' ,,;as a.pproved by the :'iar Department. Z4 

Pr~rf.tions for the transfer of the remaining uni ts of the 

l;inth to the Un! ted I::in(;clom had bc{;UD. in September. It "laS e.eoided 

th:l.t the folloldng un! ts of the old ninth "ould be t~J1s:ferred from 

Africm to the United l:1nE'c,om to form a part of the reconstituted 

r;inth: Headqu....-..rters !?.nu. Hea.dC1uarter£l Squadron. rinth Air Force; 

Headquarters emd I1eadqua.rtere Squadrons. IX :Bomber, Fighter. and 

Service Comoends; the 26th Statistical Oontrol Unit; the 414th Signal 

CoqpaIlY (Avn); the 303d Signal Co~D.n;" ~iing; the 392d Signal Conwn.ny; 

the l058th r.alitary Police Com,p~r (Aw); the 13th Repla.cement 

Oontrol Unit; and the 696th Axm:r Postal Unit. 25 Other Ilt'xts of the 

tactical air force were to come frou un!ts in the United Kingdom 

end from the United. States. The VIII Air Su.:?port Oommand and the 

VIII Tactical .l1r Service Area OOInrJand \"Tere to pass into the IX li'1ehter 
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and IX Service Cotl1':J,;'Ulds respectively. and the surplus of heedqu..1.Xters 

personnel caused by these a.mJ.gamations was to be used a.s filler for 

units It\ter to be activated or reoreanized in the theater. 26 

Final. details were adJutlted o.t a. Joint OOlI'wl8Jlders Heating, halc'i. 

in the th~ter on 12 October \'11th Genere.J. :Eaker presiding; also 

present uere Generals :Brereton. Butler. I·:iller. Chauncey. Knerr. 

r-.._ ..:1_ aannee ~ t Y' i and ••'t 27 The p1.U'pose of'l) 't'l"vlLt'S3ua.. u-J.,Dorum. ~Jarr ner. .0. ""1es. 

the meeting. as stated by General Eaker. tros to t·:ork out the details 

of the lTinth l a a.ctivation using the VIII Air Su;pport COIllI:land as e. 

nucleus. ~he mecli'UJ!l bOI:J.bardment 'I11n& of this cot:l.tlc:lJ1d Wc.s to continue 

its regular operations, but a fie;hter l'ling tes to be activa.ted at 

once. Until the Tactical Air Force t'lent over to the command of Air 

ZiE.;hth and :;1nth. Uith 40,000 men o.rrivine each month, a great 02'­

~zational t~s~ hod to be comnleted in a very short time. Z8 

On 15 October, General Ira. O. :?alter bece.me OOlllI:iand.1ng General 

of th.e United States Aroy ..\ir Forces in the Uni ted Kiutidom tU's.AA.l'tJE:) • 

and on the sa.ne ~ he issued the f1ret of a series of Letter Orders, 

:file 320.2. transferring units frotI the ::lehth to the Hinth. and 

authorizine the aotivation of other units from casual pools in the 

29
thea.ter. The follotdng day ~~j. Gen. Le\'oi.s II. Brereton assumed 

com:r.anc1 of' tho :!inth a.nd established. his head~uarte:rs at SUnninehill 

30ParK, :Berkshire. :Brig. Gen. Victor Stralm., who he.d been with 

GeneraJ. :Brereton in the 1:iddle Ast. served as Chief of Staff. 
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NI~~TH AIR FORCE UNIT COA·\POSIT10N 
AS OF e DEC 42> 
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:rhe n: Figb.t€'!' COJllI3E'.nd, commo..nded by Brig. Gen. 3lwood P.. 

tX,uesad.a t derived its headq\1.'\rters oreanization from the old lTinth. 

Ai'ter arriving in 2ngla~d. this heao.qua.rters was augnented by the 

headquarterB nnd headquarters squadron of the 44th :BombardrJent ',linG 

which hn.d previously served in that ccpacit~ for the 1st 31ehter 

Division (Prov) in the 2:Lgh,th Air !'o1'oe. SeveraJ. key officers carao 

31
from the United States by direct a.ssignment. Ade.i tiona1 un1ts 

includ.ed the 6?th Tactical Reconnaissance Gro1.1p with five squadrons, 

and on 2 :1'ovember the 354th :ifiBhter Group arrived, thus becoming the 

32
pioneer !.:ustang group in the liinth Air ~orce. 

~he IX :Bomber OOllliik-md lias a merger of three old organizations. 

eaCh with considerable combat eryerience. The oldest of the three. 

and the OIle that furnished the 'bull: of the operational units, was 

the 3d :Sombe.rdment Wing. This orge.nization had been activc.ted at 

~1i tchel Field, 7 June 194.2. La-tel' it wes shipped overseas anel 

e.saigned to the VIII 30mber Co~d. As a. unit of this co~d, it 

beca:r:e operational in the ~r1ng of 1943, c.nCl. tool: part in the dis­

astrous mission nsa,inst Ijmuiden on 17 1.Ia.y. As a result of this 

action. i t w~.s te:JI.:>?oraril;; reco~ea from opera.t1ons. and on 1.7 J'una 

wa.s tr~.nsferred \dth the 322d., 323d, 386th, and 387th Bombardment 

Groups to the VIII .Air Sup:>ort COJ'l':.'1<:'nd. In this l:omnand. it was en-

eased in operations 3€::ainst Gernan-held airdromes ira, France when it 

\o;a.s e{,ain trtmsi"erred on 16 October to the IX Domber Co~d under 

Brig. Gen. Sanuel 3. Anderson. 33 
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The t"'0 ~eneininf: clements of the new IX :Somber Conurand had 

origioo.l1y been und.er General :Orereton in the l,:iddle East. Tile 

bomber corn.mancl of the ~addle East Air Force was a.ctivated on 12 

October 1942 at Ocl.ro ,.r!th persoIlnel from the 12th Bombardment Ch-oup, 

the F.alverSOIl Gro~, the 98th Group, and from US.A:r;'iM at large. On 

14 lToveober t :3 d,.;'1.Ys after the USAl·~ beoat1e the l:inth, the XIX 

Bombardment lTing. i'Jhich had -eeen activated a.t IicDill rteld on 20 

JuJ.z,' 194:2, arrived to join \1i th the bomber command of the former 

USA212A.F to form the IX :i3o:nbcr OOmI:land in General :Brereton I s new air 

force. After an outstanding record in the reruainine Mrican caJ:!p:ligns. 

the h~dquarters organi~ation of this co~rnand was selected to per-

netU&te the n~ of the IX :3omosr ComM<"l.nd by transferring to the ~'TO 

'71­
ui tIl other nir :force llll1ts from 3gy:pt. u_ 

Unlike the other COO-"'1andR mentioned. the headc:.ue..rtert\ of the 

IX Troop Carrier Comr.and did not come from Coiro. 'but tras activated 

in tb.e theator b~~ the 11'inth Air Foree. The ori{;!.na,l cadre c~e from 

the headqU2.I'ters of the I Troop Cnrri eT COI.1Il1:-md. 35 Also adl.Led n t 

this time were the 3l5th Group with its two squadrons. originally 

part of the VIII Air S'UpI,'lort Co~a.. and the 434th Group with four 

squc.d.rons. :Both these groups were assigned to the 60th ~roo:p 

Oarrier ;ling, \\frrl.oh hc.d .juet been shipped from the United states 

atter nearly 3 years I ergorience in training. and operation of trans­

port, maintenance. air service, end troop-cc:::.rrier functions. 36 

::Benjamin ji'. Giles W2S the commanding general until 25 Pe'b~.r~y 19·4.4 

l1hen he "TaS re]';llaced by :arig. Gen. Pa.ul L. iiilliams. 
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The nucleus of the IX Air Service Oonnnnd uas the VIII !i:aetical 

Air Service Area Oommanu wioh was trensfer1'ed. intact £1'00. the :Ci@th 

to the 17inth on 16 October alons \1i th fl1x Air D~ot Grouys and. many 

units of 10'\ior echelons. I~. Gen. Henry J. :5'. ~.Jil1er CE'.me from the 

3ighth to assu:ne con:m..'lnd. of this new service argent zation and set 

up his headquarters at Grove, :Berkshire. 37 

~o sUIllL.arize, the bulk of the units tran",:ferred dmrine; 1943 

Cn,n:8 from SOUl"C"!1 in th.e' 'Jnited :KinsdQ'l. Contrioutions fro!:l Af'ricp, 

rmd the Un!ted Sto.t es \roro sl:U~11 t being 10 nnd 55 un.1 t s respectively. 

The VIII -'~ir S~ort Oomc:nd furnished 2 bombardment wings. 4 bO!:l­

b1ll'dnont groups cont:linine 16 mediu."1 bomb:.rdr:1ent squedrons. and other 

sDo.ller orgNlizations, IJ..1J=1.n;s a tot.u of' 101 uni ts. From the VIII 

~\lr Parce Service OO:nl:l::l.!l.d ca.':le most of the or::'.'OOlizations of the IX 

Air Service Conu.!k-md. inohtrlinr; different types of repair squo.drO:lS, 

quarter.::.:aster unit a , air depots, station coo,:>leoent squ..~drons t and 

ordnance and ucuicJJ. coupanies. A total of 53 units came from this 

source. 

f'rom unspecli'ied or(;a:li:m.tions in the ::ighth ~ir ]'orce c(t.Dle 71 

un!ts. Service GI'0-~S predor:imted ~out there were elsa nany troop 

aarrier, sien~l. qunrter;~9t~r. n-~d eneineer units. 

Severo.l mnjor orgw3a.tions ....Iera a.ctivated in the United. f"d.ngdo!11 

by the lanth. These included a bouber, a. fignter, <>.nd a tra.:!ls'port 

;'1ing, the Troop Carrier OOll1Il1<.'lnd hea.dquarters and heHdquarters squ......dTon. 

and a large nur:foer of s ervloe tw.i ts EUch as mobil.e recla.no.ti on and. 

re;;??.ir squadrons, station c()~le2e:ut zQ.Ul'.drons. anel ordnance. XlL'\teriel. 

and maintenance o0m:?c.nies. Unit3 so act!vated came to 119 b~" the end 
- - / 

38o~ 1943. ~~fS~I ~~')1 f?¥1*(j_' " 
L.- '*'_"',- ... 5 <II Cr~ )l' 
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Ch..'l.pter III 

TH:cl BOILD-UP OF oork:a.J)jUS 

~e fun&:.mel1tBl organi3ation of the l11uth .Ur rorce durin.; the 

re~inder of 1943 cons1st~d of General ~reretonlR headquarters aDd 

the Fibhtel~. 30liber. Troop Oarrier I and. Service C"lllnands. with their 

respectivo wines, groupe and. squadrons. Later EnGineer and Air 

Defense Co~ds llOuld be ad(1.e;i, end addi tionel fi&1ter organiza.tions 

would 8.p:?ec.r. but these first four COhlhl:Ul.ds llare. Ior a considerable 

length of time, the l!inth .llr 'Force. Before considering each 

co~~d in so~e detail, cert~in b~sic considerations need to be 

'.lith the exception of tAe Air Service, e~ah. coro=.o.nd "la-a o.ivid.ed 

into three or :four wings. The W'Ulf,t which. \ie.S intended to be an 

o~erational orcani~~tlon rathor than an adllini~trative unit. ~ms 

<1ivided into £1'01:1 three to fiva ar01l,?s that lrere acein sub&.17idcd by 

a.bout the s~~c nu:r:.ber of squ.e:.drono. In t;enerul, the tendency" t:la.S to 

eophasize tho O'oup at the eX!'ense of the squedron. The orf;anization 

of the Service Co~d. \faS based on depots f>,ud service areas. onl;: 

its transport unit J.)osscssed the familiar wing and gro'.%,l) setttp. ':l:he 

:Gngineer OOlUIJ...-md. was "lade ~ of rebi,ments and. battalions I 't1hila the 

.Ur Defence CO£:!:l..'l...'rld \-las eventually cOu1posed of night fighter sc;uadrono 

and an nnti,j,rcraft bri.:;o.de. 

30 
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as a union of t{~Gtio~l stations. !i:he taotical st:.\tion was the o3sic 

"celln of the liinth .tir :force. It 'W[~S the aet'l12J. home, or bn.se from 

'·lh.1ch an o;l?ero.ti.onal unit. usuallY' a. group. opern.ted. The or{;a.lliza.­

tion of the station ~~s divided into three nain functions: (1) tactical, 

or opera.tions. (~) a&linistrative. and (3) maintenance and supply. 

The tactical or~zation oonsisted of tho sroup headquarters. 

!'.nd the squadrons eng:',ged in oarrying on wnc.te'Ver t;r.pe of operations 

l'lere performed by the gro·":P. In a.ddition to this. nell personnel 

tlera trained. o.nd. the ground cre"ts carried on first and. second echelon 

1
ll'.ainteno.nce. They also oporated the tactical nessage center. 

!?he ~drninistration of the station. or lIhousekeaying." was 

carried. on by the station co~lement squo.dron. It ran the physic!';!,l 

plant. did the pn.:!.Jer uor~:. and ~'ns reSIJonsiille for the sta.tion message 

ce~t~r. Assisting it were one-half a o11itary ~o11ce co~. an 

engineer fire-fighter platoon. und. on .Army postal unit. Personnel 

from the 21st l:eath",r Squ:~Q.ron one:. the 40th l!obile OOLlID.u.r.U.c<,.tions 

Squ.:...dron operatod the 't'lea.ther station. A smll P.AF Utilities Unit 

c0Il1l11ated. the housel:eeping staff. It shoUl-d be pointed out that no 

::ledica.l unit \las ctt3.ched to the station. Such unit:o were a.ssigned 

to tacticcl e;roupo r.:1ther than to the sht10ns themselves. T'Ae senior 

~edic~l officer of an operational unit ~lso served ~n st~t1on surgeon 

and furnished ,··ho.tever meClical attention 'faa needed by sbtion 

1 2 personna. 
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Supply, r~ai:r f and ma.intenanee at the station l1ero carried O~ 

b~· a servic£! tea:n u~ually cO:t.!losod. of six units. formed fro;:1 mainte­

nanee l'.nd repair personnel. It hM.dled third echelon maintenance 

and siX9plies for aircra.ft and third and fourth echelon repairs on 

crashed !llan3s. [ruci:::l.ng. ordnnnoe, ::md q'\lft..rternaster su;pplier i'Tera 

I:lD.tI..o1.ged by appropriate orbanh:i.tions. In addition to the foregoing. 

fighter p~d bo~oer stations nlso possessed one-~lf a cheuical 

CO~aJl7 for air opero.tions. 

Insofar as possible, co~late separation was ma.intilied. between 

these three di"lis1ons of a station. I'ighter. bocber. or troop cnrrier 

units coL'lIllUflic::l.ted directly \,lith their \ling headquarters, and only 

matters !lertaining to local acl'llinistration .:md housekeo1ling ~'lent 

through the station head~U3rters. Service organizations dealt 

directly ilith the next higher echelon of the Service OOL1:-n.."J,1ld.; the 

station cOlnlIUmder could tell them tmat he needed. nnd ~'h3.t he wanted. 

done, but he was eS'l)ccil\lly enjoined not to interfere in their functions. 

~hUl1 the doctrine of !lcentralized. control t decentralized operations!' 

3\;as cnrried out in the station organization.

.tirfields wera provided by the Air Hinl15try. the first selected 

beine origina.lly intended for the VIII Air Sup;9ort OO!ll:.1aJld "hen it wc,s 

expected to become the tactical air force. Zone runwcys were planned 

for Spitfires DJJ.d r:ustengs t but \then the !Tinth took over ....;j, th the 

fhunderbol t as its principal fiGhter pl:o,.ne. longer run~ro.ys were re­

quired and had to bo constructed.4 
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a shortage of 

heo.dq:uarters siteo a.nd. buildings developed.. The esta.blishment of a. 

new air iorce brougat more headquartors orga::ll~t~t1onB into being 

than haa. pravlously been },11anned. Ll1l:e'\lise the construction prOGl'am. 

a.lre&di-' some\1hc.t behind in schedule. w~s further delayed bY' increesed 

demnds ior buildings. As a result SOCle orsanizations had to put w? 

witil mceshift buildines Ulltil nore pera-ment quartors couJ.d be built. 

In some instances. there '\"1['~s considerable overcro"aing at stations t 

o.nd. there wn.s also much shiftiIlb of nono:perr~tional units thro~out 

:Jlgland. SOIJa of the engineering units "lero occasionally dispa.tched 

to nou Cl.'U,::,rters which, U]?on arrival, turnod out to be little more tl:a.n 

!la.sture~. or o::.)en fields. Until permnant buildings could be 'built. 

5
the troops 'gere forced to carryon as be:::t they could. Operational 

units such as bomber and fi&hter groU!Js were much better off, a.s a. 

rule, with fields nnd inBtallp..tions th~t \'1e1'O pe1'uanent construotions. 

After the hegi!l!l.ing of 1945 e.n adequate building l?:rOGl'~m considerabl:>~ 

improved. the si t1.1C.tion. 

=Curing the i.d.nt,~r and sprine;. as pJ.an.r; for the cQminc; invasion 

tooz shape t the ~iinth underwent certain orbaniz~tional chrmges in 

Planrdng St~f 1%'S sot up in London on 15 December 1943. co~osed of 

officers drat·m fro.n s:PecicJ. end 8t~f sections of he:ldquarters who 

ho.d. 11o.d previouB service with l1eadquarters. Onie:C of' Staff SWdreme 

Allied OOI:lD.,md (COSSAC). This section '/or~;;:ed in close cooperation 

,,,ri th other p1annine eroUJ?s. and. together they uor}:ed out a 1Tinth 
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I. _'• l,:U""Hir 34 

Air :5'orca tactic:u plan for oper::l.tion 1::...::;:mi.J• 

..\t ap:proximo.tely the Sa::JS tine I insofar a.s :facUitics 2?ermi tted, 

some comb::.t units ware regrou:;?ed near the coast in order to llrovide 

better concentrc.tion for the invasion. By the end of A!,ril about 

hE'~f of the tactic.'1.1 organiza.tions had arrived. at their ne',1 positions. 

Another lllt90rtant d.evelopment prOliIi1ina11"r to D-day \-las the 

establ1shment of Advanced Headqmrters, l1inth Air rorce. On 17 

Ji'ebI'UE,r;; 1944 this unit '-Jilt opened o.t E:Ulin[,'C1on House, Uxbridse. 

along side a sinil~r Group of the Second Tactical Air ioras (British) 

l'li th which 1 t wor:~ed in 1310 ae cooperation. La.ter advanced units of 

the IX Fighter Com.'lland moved to Uxbridge to facilitate communic<"\.tions 

and. coordination ",1th the Ac1vanced Headq~ters. ~7ot far a\'if'_Y \lere 

also located hea.dquc.rters of both :British and .llllericM troo:?-aar:rier 

un! ts. Thus the nrea. around UzbridGe becaoa a nucleus of adVDJlccd 

echelons so aa to oentralize tactical operations after the first 

6 croups were cn@(;;ed in combat on the :5'ar S"!l.ore. 

£f. FislteX QOI:mk.W. Following its actlvo.tion on 16 October 1943. 

the exoans:1on of the FiGhter Oowmnd t\lf3.S steo.dy. ~he 44th 30mbnrd­

l:lent iiine;, orieinally earmarl::ed for the :Bomber COi1L-no.nd, wo.s tetMorarily 

coved to the :Fighter Oom.";land a,loll[; ,,1 th the 67th Tactical Reconnais­

sance Grou:9 and its fiva squatlrons. 7 On:3 liovember the 354tb. :Fighter 

Group arrived from the United States, thus becoming the pioneer 

:.Iustang group in the command. It was later assigned to the lOOth 

;ring, which was activcted on the Z<tth. 3a.rly in December the 70th 
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~\f.\l ·'t ;',:lYI/" Ii' ,':sr:~f" 35:ct'~~n.,' I 'Fl.'·· \ 'Tm~ 
tr:ing tooi:: shape ond on the last day of the yea.r an additional wins:. 

the '(1st. wa.s e.dd.ed to the rapidJ.y g1'ow1ne; command. 8 

On 1 Feoruar~,.. an exchmlge of fichter groups took place. The 

3i.e;b.th transferred the 358th Group t~~usto.nBS) to the liinth in return 

101' the 357th Grollll wh1ch wa.s a ThUXI.derbolt o1'E;anization. Only the 

70th :ling '1a.S e.ffected by this transfer. The 84th 1;1ne made its 

appeta-ance :3 o...'Ws later, but did not basin to receive its gro~'lmtil 

Ibrch. On g Ha.rch the 303d vas activated completing tAe \d.nG allot­

cent of the fighter co~~nds until after the invnsion. 9 

2he hi~tory of the 356th Sguedron furniShes a fairly typical 

account of the orieins and tr£'.ininc of one of the smo.ller units in 

the command. Created on 15 Uovember 1942 at Huuilton Tield, Oalif., 

its e:>rly c1.~s \tare confused and uncert.:l.in. On 10 December the total 

personnel con3isted of 2 officers and 35 enlisted men. Ho,",ever,t.n.th. 

the nO\l ye~r. it bofPll to sho'\1 siens of lifo, and by tho end of 

Ja:nue:r:r 1943 it had acquired 30 pilots and 12 planes. rIaxclt a.nd 

Februarr were I:1onths of concentra.ted flyine in formn,t1on trl. th comba.t 

pra.ctice, aerial eunno%7. and defenr.e. !i:'Aey were a.l so months of 

accidents and. the f'irct fate.li ties. 'out oy the beGinning of Ay,>r:tl 

the sqU£l,dron h..1.d 0. total 01' 1,360 hoUl's of :flying time to 1ts cred! t 
10

since activation. 

Jj~" Hay, dive bOZlb:1nc;. strafing. and la.rge-scale IlltUleuvcrs with 

ground un! ts were the principal trcdning activities. 13 l~y \'1as 

sOl'1ethine of a historlc~l landmr:t, for on that day Capt. James H. 

HO"1:'xd o.seUtled oommc.nd. of tho squ..'1.dron. CU::r;ltain ~11ard w~s deotincd 

~i;~~ (:Yi_~',tiC_l~r~;~~ 
L"" '5 i.EL Y.~2JLJiatlff 
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to bceoI:le one of the r:1Dr!,t c1...'a'inS an" succesrfuJ. fightE'l' pilots and 

£r0U:? cOn:r.:D.nders in the l:inth Air rorce. and under his guide..nce, the 

squn.5.ron wns to 'become fp...oou£; hO\',eve%', thi s \T[~S considerably in the 

future. ~he nicl:tw.me 01' lithe :.hi'l'J II "lhieh itr..l.S "bestoi'led on the cn!ltain 

::\t thie time by his pilote in the squaO.ron indice..ted something less 

th:m €'nthusia~:n for his training metl:.od!'l, hot'!BVer necess~.r~r the-ZIP rray 
11 

have 'been. 

But the "fOrk continued. AUGUst was marked by tactico.l forr:m.tton 

£1~'inG a.:nd L':aJly" inspections. On the 23d, a 3-day b1vouac at Trout­

dsle, Oregon, under camouf'lage and. field conditions 1 yroved. extremely 

valuo."ole. Septeraber brou[ht Dore in~:pections and r.ro.ch lO\'1-1evel 

strc.£ing c,nd dive 'bo:::bing. and at lo..st in earl:; October t the long­

ab~ited ~. errived: the sq~dron left for the Port of ~bnrk~tion. 

:3wbarr.:1n[; on H. ~!. s. .Ath1one Castle. they docked et L1verpool on 

5 november c.nd shortl~· cfter~!Hrd. lec.rned for the firl'.\t time tlu-t they 

'l.,ere to be the nucleus of the Ii: Fighter CO!lLilalld \<lhieh was beine; 

formed under General ~uesBda. .~thoueh all e~ectea & few weeks 

trE'.n.si tiona1 flyiDZ training, the;; made their firf.t fighter sweep 

over rlt1er 1 $ ~urope on 1 December. and c~rried out their first bomber 

et;cort 4 dc,~,s lr~ter when they acco~azlied :!:ichth Air Force boobers to 

the Amens crea.. en the 13th, they tock part in the lonaest fighter 

escort misdon till then recorC-cd: the attaC:: on Foisl iti th fighter 

r>Tote:etion all the "ray over and bnck.12 !i:he 356th SOlmdron ha<l nott 

COOs of aee. 
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of s~l>~· dominated all othe-rs in these e2.rlj" &eye. Shortages existed. 

in ea.ch d~arttlent, end. since other cot'.oands were faced by a. simllp-r 

situr;.tion f there uas a '\<1ild scrarr.b1e for all kinds of equipment. 

illther throuBh a.ccident or desie;n, ~.ny units liere relieved of Q.ue..nti ties 

of equipment a.t the J?O~ on the t;rOundA tb.a.t the S(lOe articles 't'1ould be 

s'lljiplied in ~gle.n(). fI.nd sbi:9pinC s~~ce l'lo.S needed. for other things. 13 

14 
Although denounced by Genere.1 ..U'llold, this practice continued to the 

£;I'e~\t benefit of units per:::"'''Jlcntl~~ asdgned in pon Cl.ree.s. and. r:.eil 

particll~r emlnin SOtle of the shortages in the Ii1J!O that :groved so 

~a1ling to h.."I.rnsr,ed !lXO:r admi:r.istrr~torfh A. note frOIl the :!figllter 

Oo~d staff neeting of 19 December i~ typical of a sitUl~t10n oon­

stcnt1j- ro£erl'ed to in l:linutes and s!?6cia.1 histories of all th.e 

COI:lI:lands:15 

A-4 re:ported that i:nforor;tion hat: been received by tel~hone 

iroI:l ••• DIe of S~:!?l~' Division, IX Air Service Command that 
there \'Jill ·oe no equipment for the hee..dq'l.1£lrtorl:1 of IX Air 
~ort Oorn.rmnd, or the Hq of the lOOth iring until 1'6lri1. This 
includes all equipment. • • • !?he Ohief of Staff saicl that this 
state::nent • • • is certainl;r not satisfactory o.nd the~~ should 
06 able to do oetter. 

~;hElrever possible, the Eighth Air I'orce t:o.s un~d to furnish needed 

tlateri(;'l to the llinth. Thie is eSlleciaJ.l;y- true of aircraft, since 

the p1ll.nes used by the first tactice.l units !'J'ere I:"''1.raudera ana. ~hunder-

bolts tr2.nsferred fro:n the Li~th; a.s la.te as the beginning of Harch 

1944, the ninth 'Woe still de:'}enClent on the Zie,hth. 16 

!i!he most importDnt orE:~iJZational chane;es during the f1.rf!t 6 

month::; of the :Fighter Oomuand f s history are concerned ui th the 
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support COl:lll:aD.ds. For sone time 1t had been intena.ed that opera­

t10ual control of conibat a.ir un! ts should be e:-::erci6ed by t'lings rath.er 

than by higher h~dquarter~.17 This :t:olic;r of decentralized o:gerations 

was one of tne basic doctrlneE of the ITinth ldr Force. ~d ~~s applied 

uidely. In this cc.ce t after the principa.l objeotives of an e.tta-ort 

h~a been set UPt the ~et~~ oo~o~ition of the conbat force ,~s to be 

determined. by the wines ,,,ho ''lould then issue the necessa.r:r orders to 

their crOU9s. Since the 'b1.nZ hee.dquartars was to be located at a 

station sh~red by an opere.tional gro~ t the lriIlL comrtD.D,uer ~lould 

replace the grou;? cotlJ:U',nder as hec.d of the sto.tion t althou91 the 

"ling i tsclf was to avoid involveLlent in :9"lll'ely administrative prob­

lems in order to devote full time to opere.tions. In addit10n to the 

usual a&:rl.nistrD.tivc. signaltt'nd weather units. fighter uiuss ,.;ere 

assicned a fiGhter control squadron to ~rovide liaison ~~th ground 

forcos.18 

T'.ae :firs.t fichter ,nne to become o!'erational wns the 70th. On 

3 Feb~x~ it controlled a mission by the 364th and 358th Fighter 

Groups t ond wac congratuls.ted b~,. General C~ueEada on the successful 

19beginning of a. nell syste:a. HOl·revor. as time ~:ent on. the wlnf;s 

oeased to bo strictly tactiov~ orgcnizations and found themselves 

"beconing more l'.nd more involved in paver "lOrIc. By the end of A!lril 

the Assi~tant Inspector General ¥a~ forced to mclce a stronG a~?eal 

to Genere.l 3rereton to direct the com.,"1c'lnding eeneral~ of the IX and 
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XIX Air S~Dort co~as to EtoD channelinG administrative nk~tters 

through \orin§; headquertera. Row muoh suacass \Tas aohieved in th\1e.rt­

inG this encient and ap:oarently irresistable tendency in aI'JJj- ad­

ruinistrc>tion does not a~n)e<U' in the documents.a) 

The creation of two new sUDport CO~~dSl the deactivation and 

rec.ppeurence of the IX Fighter CODlJaIld, all caused. a. certain atlount 

o:f confusion in nomencla.ture, \1hich. fo rtuno.tely , did not extend to 

the opern.tions of tectical units theuselves. It bnd originally 'been 

plo.uned th~",t the IX jilie;atcr CODlU'Uld 'Would serve pri.ncipally as a. 

trcnsi tional training COJ:ll::a:nd.; \<then enough units were operc\tio:nal. 1 t 

",-as to be transfo:nned into &n air s~port com:::.rnd :..odeled after the 

orce.ni zations wAich hz.d proved lO'l1ccess:ful in .ti'rica.. 21 
On 14 Jan~-, 

Genorr.l :Brereton inforoed Ganare.! Q;u.esada tlutt. oee,innine 'd.th the 

first of ~ebru2sYt the Readquarters an~ Head~Ul~rters S~'k~dron of the 

IX Fi{:hter CO:n:l.'\nd ,~·ou1d. cease to function ar. such, and would be 

l'edesibU&ted the IX Air Su.:'J!,ort COI:UJand; !'.t the sr.rne time. a XIX 

~ir Support Co~~u would be created and attached to the IX for 

22traininC ana. operations. Thus the original J:radle;,' concept of 

two cl.r s~port COIlll:ando was to be ccrried. out. 

Consequently on 1 Peb~.ry the IX Ficnter Command \~S reor~anizea. 

in accordance "li th. General Brereton I s order5 t and on the 4th the 

XIX Air Support Oorm:~.nd nade its ap::eaxonce, wi th per~onnel dra\'1n 

from the old IX Fighter orea.nization; General C:,uesada was :!?laced in 

~ga of the ne"l IX ASO and. :Brig. Gen. Otto P. ::e~~lan.d took over the 

XIX. 23 In order to obtain sufficient strent,...1Jh for the tuo new 

Jircu 
L 

Ii' 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958 



•• 

This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

40 

com:::mnds, the T/o of the dormant fiE:hter oOm:rcJld uas used to au,vnent 

the Air Sup!lort TID of 1 July 1942 ancl the total streneth provided by-

the oom.bined fJ./O'o 'WaS divided bet''teen the ttiO support organizations. 

It \'Jas generally assumed thr..t the F1{;hter OOJ:JI:laJ.ld would not be 

revived, 'but on 21 Febru.n.r:, General C~esada l'laS T£"t::.:'Jpointed comnan<ling 

eenera.l of the IX Fighter OOl:ll!land !lin addition to his other duties, ,,24 

tmd at a cOIlll:ie.nderr, I meeting a l'lee:: later, he told his men that the 

old fie;hter COI'!lIllc"l.D.d was very much back in the picture. 25 Its netor 

personnel tons to be dra\\Jll frot'! the IX and XIX ASO and its cdV".,Jlced 

hec.dC!.Uarters \'faE' to 00 loce:.ted at Uxbridge. :By 1 !kl.rch it had assumed 

control of all operations and training for the s'l.l.;lport COr:n:1ands I and. 

served ~s an 3dvanee headqunrter~ for the fimnter organizations. ~ne 

IX ASC performed the a.dministrative f'U1lctions for the revived tighter 

cotlIlk'lnd, while the XIX AS:: remoined under operr;tional control by its 

twin. 

About this time ocourred ui1c..t amounted to a switchinG of JlG',.mes 

bet\leen the t'l....o 0.11' sU:'.l!,ort oreanizations. liThe IX Air Su:p:port Cotl:laD.d 

which hnd been at Aldermaston Court was transterre.d J les~ personnel 

and eq:uipment t to I:i.ddle ~la.llo!,. "1hi1e the XIX Air Support Oomm..-:wd 

which had 'been at I::LddJ..e ',:a1101' uas transferred, less 'Per~onnel and 

26equi!)ment. to A1dertlO.ston. 1. :By this title, somo pilots bed passed 

from the old fightor orceJl1zatioIl. through the bevlllder1nb motaoor:ohoses 

of the ~:9ort units. l'.nd cae:: o.{"ain to the new :f1r;;hter command ,lith 

such sUQdenness that they left a long trail of mail and ~ersonal 

~"'.i'"-"_;IIiJ.~"'
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property scattered throughout three commands and "lere sl1(;ht1Y da.zed. 

o.\)out the whole thing. Jl final change occurred i1hen both the eir 

SU990rt oreuuizations were redosignatcd ~actio~ Air Comcands on 

18 A31rll 194.4. 27 

As the tioe for the invo.cion dorcn neo.r t most or tho COlIlll1anc.s set 

up advanced headqun.:rters to f[~cilitate control of their units ,;hen 

they \'lOuld be o!,eratine across the Olumnel. The IX Fighter Comnand 

aating ns foru.:t.rd echelon for the two sU3lPort COI:lr.'..;mds ''l'''..l.S located at 

Uxbrid{}:e ,·,here it lYaS closely aSf:ociated with. lTo. 11 Group :PAP, and 

wi th the Advanoed Headquarters of the :iinth Air ioroe. At the same 

time. AdvD.D.ced Landing Grounds were ecquired a.long the coast to 

E'.ccommodate the l:inth I s aircraft in readiness for the covenant to 

the :Par Shore. Seven of these llLGI s "ere ossiGlled to the XIX, and 

four to the IX Air SU9port Connond..:aS A1thoue;h the .AJ:eriean forces 

were not able to taJ.re over any of' these fields until April. and 

aJ.thougO. eon~idero.ble ad.ditional tiorl: h.o.d to be perf'orrr.ed b~~ the 

En.gineer COI:lIlaD.d before the sites uere lerga enough. to hold the antici­

pated quota. of' 2.000 :nen eaoh,29 b~r 1 June, all were o0IC,91eted and 

occ~ied b;r tho pilote who realized that D-da.;;r was at It".st drm1inG 

near. 

g :Bomber Com,-;.r:w,d. ta th the public<:'.tlon of G. C. lTo. 123 by the n1nth 

Air Force on 1.2 ~~ovetlbar 1943. th.o IX Bonbor OOJ::1..-umd under the direc­

tiolJ, of Brig. Gen. Samuel :E. Anderson becan to to.!:e eho.pe. ~b.is order 

redesit;nn.ted the old 3d :Bombardtlent iTinE; a.s the 98th Combo.t 2onbara.c.ent 
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the Fi~ter Coo:::and b~~ telet~e order. as the 99th Oombo.t Bombardment 

\line; (~I); a third \,l"inLt the 97th, was also activated from new !?er­
30

connel. The four gr0\tl>s ",hieh lu:.d been a. pert of the old 3d iiine; 

'\'lere now divided, the 323d all.d 387th being sent to the Seth \linr;. 

and the 322d and 386th to the 99th. Unlike the fighter organiza.tions. 

these three boobo.rd:r:ent ,·rinGs remained the onl;y ones a.ctivated prior 

to the invasion. as pIons for a fourth did. not materialize. As time 

went on. all the »-.26 g;ro~s "Jere oombined in the 98th and 99th ~anbE!. 

while the 97th became the licht bomberdment t'1ing ttith the 409th, 4J.Oth. 

and 4l6th Grott,9s ne.de UJ? entirely of A-ro IS.31 

Dece~ber and January were filled with a "dde variety of ac­

tivities all connected \lith the ra})idly &roll1nG orgmization of the 

commend. ~e usual tactical station set~ prevailed in this co~and 

as in others. and '-12.8 instituted 'by Gcnera.~ Anderson in the Deae-rriber 

reorGanization. Only the enbinecring and operations sections of the 

squadrons maint~inad th~'i~ id.antity. >~'hile the rest l'1ere merBed in the 

croup. p..nd the sque.dron tended. to lose sone 01' its Inde::;end.ence. In 

Januar:i a great deal of construction \101·1: \10.0 carried on at mont 

stations. and bS the end of tho month ~p fields .,rere rend.:,~ for the 

neu comba.t units expected in :E'ebru:l.1'y and :rlU'ch. A pressing J)!'o1)le:u 

at this time t1~S the shortace in the solid-fuel sttp:gly. i.'hile soue 

of the older stations had been able to build ~ a sll~~t reserve. 

IJ.anY of the ne~ler one~ \,;o3re unc.blr;l to do thia, and Guf'ferec1 considerable 

hardships during the uint£ll' months. 32 

L..
Jif6l:iilTJi "7 !:; G,f '1 
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IntelliGence was ...-or;r bus;/' at this timo ·dith. tho di:3Se:ninc.tion 

of tnrget tlaterin.ls and. nission rellorts throughout the cornmnd. 2he 

incre~slng n~ber oi o~oratlono a~~nst the robot-bo~b install~tions 

in northern :Pranco, Belgium, c.ncl Rolland posed a consider::-.ble :!?:t'oble:n 

in tllrget identific3tion. Since the major! ty of these Us!::! s1teD t 11 

as they ",ere calleu, vero locsted in SI!lQ,ll l-roods, it was often ver;r 

difflcmJ.t to loco.te ::m.d identif~~ then :nroperl~·. !i:!b.ere:i"ore, .i-:2 mo.de 

especial efforts to n1d. the pilots. bOi:1ba.rdiers t and navig1.tors b~' 

obtaining better recolllmissance photos and. nchievine a. ~1.der distribu­

:33
tion of the prints. 

A valueble i~rovetlent ;:as made durin{; rebrlUr,r in the bomb 

capaci ty of the 13-26. Reports from the Hediterrsnean Theater indi­

catecl tmt insto:J.d of the usucl. load of six 500-:i,Jound boubs t :·~.raude~s 

in that nrea ~lere sucoessfully carryins eight of thasEl genoral-p'Ur.:.')oae 

bombs. An invostigation of the e.x;plosives used b~~ the nediun 

bOI:lbers in the IX bombor Oo~"'JmlC1 revealed th:l.t their bombs were 

equipped. tlith a lug. oriBinally to convert them for l1o.v:r use. ~..hich 

prevented the successful carr~·ing of eight in a :6-26. Ho"rever, a 

convenient su;s>pl;r of obsolete 800-~oundars wn.s discovered ldthout 

this lug and it was d.ecided to mike usa of thel1 for the tt>Jo extra 

boobs as lon~ as the sU?ply lasted. Experiments in cono:J,t missions 

having proved Buccess:C'ul 11ith the eie'ht-bom.b load, it was adopted as 

stano!'>rd, and arrangenents "lare mde o.t the depots to h=tve the 111& 

so.1'Jecl off the 500-:')ound boo.b be£ore delivery-to the StC.t1011S. Similar 

,".1" !(.f~ 
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eX9oriment$ with. the 2oo-pound oOlllb resulted in building up the load 

34
to 14 boobs per plane. on. increase of 40 per cent. 

Another illl9ort::mt develo::?Jlent in February wus the ore-dIlizat1on 

of a path£inder squadron. After the original plan of' tre.nsferring 

such a un1 t fro;n the 3ighth Air Force had failed. it ·.m.s decided to 

orgwi 36 ons in the IX J:lomber Cor:un.-md while w"d ting for the arrival 

of equipment from the United States. Oonsequently, the sq~dron ~a 

l?rovisioD.:111y activated on 13 Febrl,l.'1ry ",1.th a. tem:?0rarir '1/0 which 

called for 18 aircraft and 13 C1'O\'1S. Host of the personnel Cl".me from 

the command except for 22 SJlecially trained. enlisted men who ware 

brought in from outside sources. The first assignnent of aircra.ft 

consisted of 9 planas, instead of the 18 expected, and those beoama 

opero.tiom1 on 21 Febru.'u';T when the squadron too!: !>art in a raid on 

Coxyde. Henceforth the work of this unit became,:), regular feature of 

35
the CO~~dlS operctions. 

Increo.sed. a.ctivity marked the operations of the Oommunic,l,tions 

Section of the connnnd headquarters. Initiated in Jan~ry and put 

into cOf!ll:llete o:?eretion on 24 :s'ebruo..ry t a hlet;ype networ:c t'/as set up 

for the dissemin..~tion of information on t-feather conditiona. ~his net­

work was operated by Co detachment of the 21st :;eathor Squ,'),dron; after 

the m~vement to the Far Shore, it '\1M to bo run by units of the 40th 

~!obile Oom:nunicntion SQuadron ",hich wa.s beinG put through its traininG 

during this month. There was a.lso a. considerable e~",.nsion in v:a:F 

con:mmic!'.tion. On 25 Febl'U:!.rz- this t~e of transmission \-,ent into 

opera.tion for air, air-to-sround. homln;g. ond air-sea rescue message 

_M~~.~>~j~
 
'~c 'T 
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sendins. HF radio set a were still left in the planes t hot'lever. for 

emerGen.cy COl:ll~d use and. for eJ:1ert;ency homing to bases other than. 

, 36 
those of the IX :Bomber Oonu:taIl.d. 

~ree ne'.r i'ielda were acquired by the co:.nna.nd. during this month. 

loc.v1ng only tuo tlor3 to be cO::lpleted before the full quota. \-ms 

reached. Uei:! groups and oreus t'1ero n.rr1ving to fill out tho S::eletal 

"ling orcam.zation set u:p e::l.rl;r in the com:umdls history. !I!he 98th 

'tang "ra.s in oharee of' the 387th and 394th GraUl's and l:D.S also £:ivon 

a teIJ]JorD.ry jurisdiction of the recently arrived 39lst. The 322d and 

386th were still a.ssigned. to the 99th. 0.0 'lall as the 416th ',Jhich 

arrived on .tl Pebru:~y. ~h1s grO'IIy ot licat 'boobel'B was origina11;>' 

intend.ed for the 97th :ling I but sinoe thi swinG W.J.3 not yet reo.dy to 

o.sou.ma control bec~use of' lr::.cl: of' 6;PI?Ce end personnel. the grOlI..? was 

eivan a te:cporar;r asaic;ruJ.ent to the 99th. During the last wee:: of 

:February. a portion of the 39·;,th Grou!' arrlvee. and was placed under 

the 98th :iing. The four original grOUl'S t-rere we1.1 sUJpl1ed \'lith 

porsonnel. having a.bout 80.5 craws per grOil,:?; however, the new units 

n.rrivlng Cru:lO wi th only 57 cret'lS :per grou:9 and ha.d to be bullt up. 

As a result 32 crem:! \1ere sent to the 391st Group, 14: to the 344th. 

and 15 to the 394th.37 

~e rapid incl'ease in the nunber of' operrttionE'.l un! tEl placed a 

gro\1ing burden on Opera.tions Section of hea.d~.uerters since the llings 

were as Jet cO!lfining their su;pervisory ~unctiong to training. On 

18 FebrlULry. 001. J. C. :Ailborn, opern.tions officer, urote General 

Anderson to sutzest that the wings sho'Uld now assune their o:!?err~tioznl 
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~ 
control. In this letter he :pointed out th::l.t the increase of £unction­

ing gr0U!'S from 4 to 11 thre,., a tremendous burden on the controllers. 

Further~oreI ,.\-3 did not have the :personnel or si&nal equi!>IJent to 

de3.1 l'uth 11 grO'l1l's and set up mission.s on the short notice t1hich the 

ueather freque:ltly required. ~e system of inter-gro~ and inter-wing 

rende~vous \lUS becoming increaslngl;r burdensome and could be handled. 

he felt. equally well by the l'lings. ~J1e in~reased ratio of bombers 

to fit;hters. plus the differont fighter for~tiona ava.il:a.ble. wa.s 

nk~~ng it i~ractic~ for Operations to arrange for escort squadrons. 

For these reasons. Oolonel Kilborn recof!nlended t~~t the wings perfor:n 

the fol1o:iLng functiono: (1) opaoify size and tY,96 of form~t1on. 

follo'Ldng the 'basic IX :BoDber Coomand direct1va; (2) select the ren­

dazvous for -oombers and fightors. ond indicato routes to it; (3) 

speci:£';r mothods and techniquoo of atta&.: a¢nst different t~ew of 

targets; (~~,) specify initial points, o.xes of attac::s. rally points I 

nnd altitudes. except the fighter rende2VOus a1titnde. The righter 
38 

Squadronn were to provide win$. re.ther than gro~'9 63cort. 

Atter 11 wido discuslJion. this plan \-13,8 o.ccepted with minor 

oxceptions by ninth Ail' 11'orce Headq1.l..".rters. ~o clarify the latest 

ideas about ",ing functions, GenereJ. Anderson sto.ted at a steff oeetine 

on 9 l:arch that they Jjhe wineij39 

,,1.11 never take o.,.,€lr a.tlJ administrative wor:: of :3onber OOI:l!lla.nd. 
',ie are tr;71ng to unload on them the nm.ximum anount of opero.tioD..:.'\l 
.rork. On the 15th they will ~~e over p~rt of planning a. mission; 
ua will send the:.l a Field Order to uhieh they tull add a 
suppleoent on asse::lbly of their wine and the route at att3.ci~. 

etc. As far a.s adminietration or s~1ies nrc concerned t'16 tdll 
continue to uor'k: direot y,"i th the group. 
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HO''l6Vor. the new schsUG required o:x:tensive co.mmuni.c<:.tions between 

'l'J1nG ana. grou:? hea.dquarters, ::w.d 0. t the time t slgna.l facilities \'lere 

not yot availc.ble to nmra.me this additional load. It vTas hoped to 

beBin wing operations on 15 :io.roh, but this date had to be moved into 

April, ....nd the new procedure \m.s not a:9plied until the first mission 

of that month uhich occurred on the 8th. As f1~11y !,ut into effect. 

tho new plan. closoly resembled Colonel Kilborn 1s sueeestions. The 

eeneraJ. comba.t orders toTere dre.lln up by the :Somber Comoand t and were 

then elaborated b;v the wine ",Mob specified in detail the role of 

each gro~ in the oper:;J.tion. A!lD:lrently. the aetivi ties of the bomber 

ldngs were successful. In the words of the Assistant In~ector 

40
GeneroJ.: 

:8ased on the success tho.t the :Bomber COlW..and is hanns ,nth a 
purely ta.ctical l'1ing, only one conclu.sion C30Il be dra\l'Il with 
regard to the :BoI:1ber COI:ll::.."'.Ud. Tho.t conolusion is tho.t the 
Bomber Command is oporatine its wings to meet the needs of bonber 
o:!,era.tions. The present systen is successful and no change 113 
indicated. 

Closely correlated ,dth ~dng operations were th13 studies produced 

durin::; Februn.ry El.nd !~ch by the Operational Research Section (ORS) 

of the IX BO::l.ber Conncnd.. ~e f'ire;t one. antitled IfRecommendations 

on :Bomb I.oc.ding and. ?u:::ing for .('\.tte>.cl:s on Airfields" came out 21 

3'ebru.:::.ry. It vas an investir;a.tion of the raids of 3 Octo'oar, Z4 

October. 3 lIovctlber. nnd. 13 Deceobor. The findines of the study indi­

cated the prob:l.bility that 250-pound bombs should ~ve bean used on 

the dispersal areas inste~d of the SOD-pound gen!)ral-:!?urpos~ bO;:lb, and 

lOO-pound instead of' GOO-pound boub13 on the r.m.in hn.ng3r areas. 41 
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OODIlk'UldU wa.s issued on 1 lJa.rch. !i:ho conclusions of thi s elabora.te 

pieoe ot research indica.ted that the priI:lary C3USO of bross errors in 

bombing acCUl'£l,cy ,,:as weather, wbich often made it difficult to see or 

identU'y the aimine point in tho bomb sieht. ~he ORS suggested that 

aiming yoints be more carefully Chosen for easy identification, that 

the navigator should assist the bOtlbardier in tar(;et identification, 

that the bomb run shouJ.d not be made into the sun. and that :Dilot. 

navigator, and bO:.:lbardier should be kept together to function as a. 

42 
team. Addi tion.el st'lldies were II:Re:?ort on the Vulnerability of Target 

ZB:1001 11 (the Ijmuidell :::l-boat pens) on a Uarch. llRail'WC'.y lIetwor1t6 as 

Joint Objectivee for the IX :Boober COI:llIland and IX Air S~!,ort COi;ll:".and. II 

18 :-:n.rch, a.nd lI:Elstioation of' :Effort Required to !Teutralize a. ~~'pic::l.l 

lioball Install!'.tion ll which was isaued on the 27th. 43 

~ue in ever7 phase of its activities. the IX ~omber Oo~aand ex­

};land.ed. end ito operations were aonDta.ntly extended. HO\'1ever I two 

serious shortaGes threatened to halt this progress: a shortage of 

boobs. and a. ll'l.cl: of suf'ficient aircrows to man the ;planc~. 2he bO:J.b 

shorto.e;e first made its o.~!?earnnce in February. Durine; th.."\t month, 

several ne" groups .and become operational, t"JO missions a. day- \lere 

oeing frequently mount ed t and the a.veraf;O bomb loe.d per plp.ne had been 

increased. All these f,,-ctors raisod the demand :for bombs. and enrl;r 

in the month Ordnance r~orted an acuto shortaeo developing, es~eoially 

in 100- end SOO-pound genera.l-yurpose bombs. On 14 rebruary it uas 
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r~orted tho.t 

5Ou-pound bo&bs for two mis~ions left in supply sto~:s. ~ stateillent 

from. the IX :Bomber CO~'mdts ordnance ofj,'icer, Lt. 001. C. P. Vp.nsant, 

chaz:ged the Somao OOI:U:l.'md vi th failure to build ~ its £to~:s of 

44
'boubs in optte of pressure to do GO froi!l Ordnance. Receipt of s;aa11 

stoo::s and balo.ncing and redistribution amoDf; operationoJ. GI'oUJ.)s llL-,-de 

it possible to continue atta~~s on tho Continent, but these were tem­

porary expedients, and the complete exhaustion of bo::th s~:plies "ta9 

an immediate proba'bilit;r. 

In Ibrch the sit11:l.tion c~me to the a.ttention of TJeS~:.l', cn.Q. 

Gcnorcl ~LLt~ cabled to Genorcl Arnold for 8,sdstance.~S As a. 

renult. on invorrl<i€V.tion '~6 JC!'.de in the United States which sD.o'1ed 

that relief i1~S near. 30mes en route to the theater, in port loading, 

or on order to port totaled 315,410. In addition to this, 20,000 x 

500-pound. bO::1bc ,..ere being ehip1?Gd forI:l. su.rpluSGS in the l!icldle East, 

und 1,452 were beinc broue;ht in £rOll Icele.nd.46 
DuriDC; the week ending 

13 !~rch a large nULiber 0:1' light bonbs \lere recelvl;'d from the Eiehtb. 

./JJ.r Foroe I ::.nd by 20 1-:arch levels ...,ere attained in stations for the 

260- and. 6~::>-pound. bombs. Altho\1@. Do slieht reserv~ "''as continued 

at tho stations until 31 12,rch, there was none at the dar-ot. About 

this title an agreeoont t'aS 'Worked out tdth USSi2.A:2 to coordinate 2i.t;hth 

o.nd rinth Air :Foree requirements and sinoe the :i:i.E:hth Wt~S nOll usinG 

considerably heavier bombs than the ::inth. to releo.n: to the la.tter 
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avail~ble stoCks nt both ~GhtA and PAF st~tionG.47 At times the 

bomb si tuntion looked eri tical durine .I.1:9ril, out judicious use of 

1.000- end a,OOO-pound. booos when levels of the 500-pound variety were 

low prevented crises; and ~s the month drew to a close, additional 

48chipments ~o in to reinforce BU!>:Pl~' levels in the depots. 

~e shortat:.e of aircre\J[l wa.s not so ea.sily handled. ri:he first 

sign of' trouble 11t!.S a. leck oi bombarUiers. The stanmrd r;;/o (1-127) 

for a :13-26 group allo\';ed one bombard1er-ncv1ca.tor to ench pl~.ne. This 

!lroved to be inteU£ficient since the lead plt'.ne in ea.ch gro~ usuo.ll~· 

required an extra bombardier. o.nd e:!='ecie.l radio aid.s like G33 required 

two to four extra. boobt'.rdier-oo.vie;ators uith special training. Thus 

the a\"ailo.ble 'bombo.rUierll went on :!tore miosions than aJlY othOl" crew 

members. A request on 5 Januo.l1-· 19'{4 :for 90 extra bombardiers was 

unfa.vorably consic1.erecl, and the arrival of new operE',tional gr0'lI!le 

problem began to affect combat cre\'ts as a. whole. Reple.cercents had 

been set u:9 on the basis of 57 creus per grou:,p t but \Then this number 

was increased. to 84 cre\lS t a correspond1ne increase in the flO1Jl of 1'e­

plc.cor:ents did not occur. Furtho:rmore, the official policZ'· of the 

COJ:lI:k'md t4nO to release a man :from the theater when he had comnleted. 

EO oissions. Beccuf'€ of' the unusuc.lly 10\-/ rate of casualties a.Ili.ong 

the 01'0\1£1. Q. large n'lJ.lllbe1' of n:en bOgml to cO:lrolete their 50-mission 

tour of duty just about the time tho combat cre~l shortage developed. 

Under tr.ese circumstances. the cOllXl:land took the loe;icaJ. atE\!> of 

canceling the 5O-~ission limit on operations in the theater early in 
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l!arch. Although this crented a tell1J.'lorary relief. there was a oon­

slder,,~'ble drop in J;lornle, possiblY beoauze of the ':a.y in '(lhich the 

nan order reached the Den. It ha.d been or:1gi.JU.tJ.ly plo.nned to have 

the information etven verbally by the cor.:m...rcrl.dinE; general to the wine; 

com=anderst who ~ould in turn p~ss it through the coomand. Unfortun&tely, 

there was the usual 1I1eok l1 and. before any offieial explanation eould 

be made of the reasons for this chc.nGB. the men were well ini'ormed on 

49
all aspects o£ the neu regulation. 

At the samo time. the posdbil1ty of t;enuine cases of operational 

£a.tigue beGan to ce.use Genera.1 Lnderaon concern. On 1 larch he l'n'ote 

to 001. A. L. Jennine;;s. surgeon of the eommand. statinc that he had. 

heard reports of nUlilerous cre\'7 members who were Ilfla.l;:-happyil and able 

to continue in comba.t only because of the ere-at effort they were 

reaki.ng to complete their tours. 50 Col.onel Jennings' repl.y on 8 Barch 

confirmed General Anderson I s suspicions. In the opinion of the 

COIm:lWd and unit fliGht ~u:r[eons. llthere is definito evidence of 

opere.tioxml fatigue. manifested by irritability, sleeplessness. 

ba.ttle dreamo o.:nd so forth, present to eooo degree in 60 to 65 per 

cent of cot1b~t crO\'iS nfter about thirty-five missions. 11
51 ..liter 60 

mas1on!), it 'las felt t!:.(~t crEMS f:hould h~ve a. rest of 3 or more 

52
I:1onths. 

To combat thb development and to compensate tor the a.bolition 

of the SO-mission tour of duty. a new operational le~ve poliey t.,ras 

establir.hed on 3 April biTT the cOmI:laIld. l!arl1l:Ulll leaves for lit::ht­

fiiiiilillir•.,.'IiI:__r 
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between tho t\·ent~t-fifth and. thirtieth missions, and 2 weeks between 

the fortieth and fiftieth missions. Thi s reeuJ,c:.tlon "IC'.S not to ap:91y 

to casen of operdional fe,t1€,1.le t"hich couJ.d be hondled at the regolar 

ltreflt homea" b~ order of the flight surgeona, nor was it to interfere 

,11 th the nornaJ. operational effort of 36 aircraft per gro-qp.53 A 

further adjustment of this ~olicy caree on 21 A~ril ~hen Headquarters. 

LIinth Air Force authorized Bomber COI:Ja'Uld to relieve crew cambers froe 

duty (u:p to 10 per cent of totcl. strenr,th) if their operational fatigue 

was interferine with the efficiency of the un1t. 54. 

Yet these efforts to relieve the strain on combat crews produced 

other problems. The Greatest shortct;es vere amonc the pilots end 

bom"bord.1ers, nnd yet these men "muld be nmong the first affected by 

the new leave poliey at a time ,,,hen they were needed the most. Fur­

thermore t the comr...and \1C:l.$ at this time under grE'o.t pressure froIt 

Genf>raJ. :Brereton to 1mprovo its bonb1!ig. and consequently needed all 

its moEt experienced bombarctiers for training and opere.tions. Just 

at this crucial moment the 409th Group was committed to nigp,t bombing. 

end therefore required a bombardier-w,..igator tor each plane. As a 

r8sult 49 officer boobo.rdiers were transferred to this {;I'0UP from 

the :8-26 uni to t le~\'dng an e.veral,5e total 01:' 76 officers and enlisted 

bombardiers per Ii-i36 group and 22 crews without bombardiers. 55 In 

an effort to ca.rry out the nett operatioIU",l leave :9ol1cy. as well as 

take care of the caseo of battle fatieae that were gro\~ng more nuoerous, 

the command requested lrinth Air Porce headquarters to allo" it_f
~ 
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approximately 115 cre\~s per group. 56 In reply. headque.rters stated.: 57 

!?he assigmnent of 115 combat crews to each mcd.i.UI:l bombardment 
ero~ is believed to be excessive. ¥~e authority for ~lacing 
of combat crellS on rehabilit~.tion leave within the theater. and 
"rl.thin the continental lireits of the United States 1s an authori­
zation only and will not interfere with your operational comr:Jit­
menta. 

All that eouJ.d be hoped for was that after 1 July the flow ot reIllace­

ments would be incTe-.o..sed and that gro~s dOlt 'be maintained at lCO 

oraus Ga.oh. ~e problem therefore was not solved \>Ji thin the period 

covered b7 this stu.dy. and a shortaee continued. tlthat. although minor t 

1'1Q.S yet sufficient to effect adversol~~ the efficiency of vo.rious 

58groups for some title to cona. n

One other difficulty that tended to retard. opere-tions ltD-S the 

delay in shipnento of .A.-20G'g and A-3)JI S• This light Doue-las bonber 

t'1O.S to sU!lplc;:J.ent the activl ties of the ltarauUers in bombin§ COI'l....-unica.­

"bions, bridGaG. airdrome£;t and the like. and it wns planned to set up 

three groups of A-20 t s (409th. 4l0th. @.nd 4l6th Groups) under the 97th 

Uing (L). :But a.s tb.e planes arrived much more slowly than had been 

anticipDoted t traininc wns greatly del~ed. and. the groups becal:le 

opera.tionaJ. ver~{ 810\117. :BecCU13e of their shorter re.D.ce. these U(}lt 

bombers were not flow a.cross the Atlantic like the mediums. but "Tere 

disn:e.ntled and shipped. P..eali zing the noed of ho.ving the neceE;:sary 

tools and parts on bend "ihen the asseobly of the planes began. requeds 

59
for these i tams had been. made as eo,rly as December 1943. In api te 

of letters. tolct~];les. cables. and investigntions t practiceJ.ly nothing 

_---. ... _-J..-." 
~.... ­

~-~ 
- -­

-I I 
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C8T.iS in for the .A.-ro~ Yet "han some 1l1anes beam to arrive • it wc.s 

found they t'lere not equipped with extra ple.."tie1as noses or side 

windOl'lS. nnd these items uere not e~ected from the United States 

until June or July. Arranc;ei:lcnts llere finelly made for British 

60 
sources to manufa.cture the noses o..nd side windo\'Js. ~his helps to 

explain vhy only 55 Eostons '!.'Tere opere.tional out of a. total of' IG5 

in the thea.ter by the end of Harch. 61 

In spite of these prob1ens. many of uhieh were incidental to 

the act1vc.t!on of a larGe cOlIlli1aUd in no rel:iote theater. the erouth 

of the IX :Boober Cotm'k"l.nd is one of the outstanclin~ achievements of 

the !iinth Air Force. :By the bet;1nnine of lIay, bombinG had grec..tly 

i~rovedt organizational difficulties were beinG smoothed out. and all 

uas in reail.inoss for the hish1Y successful attacks on Garm..'1n comr:uni­

ca.tions ,.,hich ushered in the :.orelill1in~ries to D-day. 

g ~ CArrier. Co§-md. After the ::>.ctivation of this cO!n.11o..nd under 

:Brie;. Gen. :8. jf. Giles, the first o~erc.tiona.l ,ling to be set up wc.s 

the 50th. The hoo.dCluartors of this \'Jing. o0T.t90sed. of men ,·lith 3 years I 

experience behind them. uas 'brought :from the United States euly in 

October. and by the 18th..co~d. ofx'ices were being esta.blished. ~OC 

General Order 1:;'0. 3. dated 16 October. ascigned the wint; the 315th 

Group with two sque.drons. ano. the 4-34th \lith four. 3:l.rly in l:ovember 

the tl35th Grou,!) aTrivecl and ue,s assigned. to the 50th tJing. thus 

conpletillg tho cOn:L1and l s skeletal. ore;an1zation uhich was to remain 

62unchcnced throughout the rest of the year. 
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In :Februt:.ry 1944. addi tional units be&m to arr1va. The 436th 

Grou, ceme in.to the 50th i;1nS on the 4th. and on the 18th the 316th 

GroU1l was relieved fron the 50th \Tine and assigned to the 52d, 

althout,;h activ{j,tion of that "ling did not ta.~e place during the 

month. On the 22d, the 53d Uing ,ro.s sent to tho cO:JIJend and. re­

63
ceived the 435th, 436th. 437th. 4:38th, and 439th Groups. In Earch. 

the 5Zd tlint; and four grou;os arrived froD Sicily o.n.(i, the wing org:o.nize.­

tion was no,", couplete. During this month, additional units arrived, 

and there '-lo.S n. general reorga.n1za.t1on \t1thin the co~d. SJle final 

arranGement CCl.VO both the 52d n.nd 53d Uinge five gro'U:PS each, 'lhile 

the 50th re::m.ined with four only. JEhis orgElnization wa.s maintained 

until after the invasion,54 

~o n ereat extent, the nctivities of Troop Oarrier Comnand units 

prior to D-daJr 1-iere concerned "lith training, and they are discussed 

in the cho.:9ter covering that subject. /I.side frOQ training probletls, 

there were the usual difficulties caused by the supply shortage 'Which, as 

indice.teCl. previously, affected all cor::une.nd.s. ~he £-37th Grou;s:> was 

told at the staGin~ area thst certain essential items were to be ob­

tained in the theater, and therefore these articles ,,;ere im:ocently 

left oehind. ~o the surprise of no ono, except l'er.ha.ps tho 437th. 

the equiplnent eventually proved to be unobtaiw.ble in the theater. 

Glider-to\flng t!~s hcndic'~lJPed by Do shortage of IIorsa ano. OG-4A tow 

ropes, D rines. t'.1l.0 siste.r hooks. ~he ta.ctice.l nil' depots t'1hich ''1ere 

to furni Eh the a~!>lieB "ere usuall;r under:;umned and. often widely 

_.~... 
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ccattored. The 4-37th. for e7..a.:l'l91e, found 1h s\1Ppl;l problem cO!ll,!)lice.ted 

l.ly the fact tho.t its taetice.l air depot was 140 mles away. 65 

!me 438th Grou:g :::U£fcred trom acute transporto.tioD. problel:l&. 

~he advance o,ir echelon. WOoS supposodJ.y ~od3Zled to the IX ~roo2? 

Cr\rr1cr COII'.tl.."Uld. but their firiJt orders sent the:n to an :Jighth Air 

:2orce br::.se \:hero thoir arrivC!.1 \ro.s a co:a:>lete surpriso. ~1fter vir­

tun.l1y taurine mglnnd. tryin,:; to find soma ono \"ho :me~'r \:here the:;" 

,rare to GO t the;; recelved verboJ. orders to report to 1Tinth Air I'orce 

Haadq~~rters at Sunnindhill. Accot. Upon 1'eportinc hera. they ware 

then ordered to the IX ~rooJ? C~r1er Command 3t Grantham and uere 

assiG%lcd to Lan;;nr Piold which they reached. a.bout 9 Feb:ruer.r. ~hey 

had no means of transportation. lncIted their enlisted personnel. and 

did not receive their plcnes until 18 Febxu''.l';j-. ~heir supplies had 

been sent to ~a.rkston Hea.th by mist::iZe and niter :lluch loss of time 

'\;ere fill::J.lly Doved in by motor tranG!)ort. l!eo.nt·lhile, the rest of 

the 81'0"111' uere at3siened. to Lo.nsar rield [:.lld. o.rrived there on 11 !:arch. 

Hardly M.d they sottlea. dow ..:hen the entire b!'0'U:.'? united o.t lo,st. 

'Jas tra.n.cferred to Greon1la.cl Com:nons on 16 I:al'Ch. 65 ::Bj' this tine the:-!'" 

uere fi:rr.l.ly convinoed tha.t the advc.ntc.go:::l of' tra.vel had been over-

In apito of various w.ndicl'.;:)s, much uas acco:nplish.ed during the 

first nonths in the :ill!O. Extensive traininG exerci ~es involvinc 811'­

craft and Glld.er formations ltere carried on as often as the weather 

permitted. nnd joint operations with airborne troops in !la.rn.drops 
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and gl:1.der tOllS were practiced. SODG frei~t was carried in the 

cownndls pl.n.nos, and gliders ware transl'lorted to narshalling areas. 

The gliders \'1ere shipped c1isasselJ.bled from the Un! ted States, .:md 

were put together by ~roo~ Oarrier meche~cs at C~ Oolumbi~ near 

Gree:n.lla.m Oomc.ons. As they rolled off the a.ssembly pointfl, thay were 

picked up b~~ 0-47 1 s and tot~ed to the areas where they were stored 

pendins the invasion. For the Horst'!. g11ders 1 en t to the com.1l..'Uld b;t 

the ~riti::lh.. the tow1ng I>lane~ were sent to 17ethE'ravon. :Berkshire. 

'\-;11er6 thane crv.ft 'were stored. T"Aia glider trans:9ortc.t:1.on boca-rea one 

of the feu act!vitii')g of the IX TOO not concerned. wi til training. 67 

Another job vas the evacuo.tion of hospitalized Americ'lJl military per­

sonnel froD Irelund to :In&J.rold. Eva.cu.?tions beg"'....n early in ~ecember, 

and "Then the SlOth I:ed1c~l Air :JvD.cmt1on Squo.dron lias ass1&D-ed to 

tho 50th ~:inG on the 22d, they bece.&e a. re~a.r £'eaturo of the oo.::llnand I A 

opera.tions. 

As the 'l'JinS organization tool: she.:ge, it bec=une nora deeply in-

valved in administrativQ probleo.s th~ wn.s usml in the Kinth Air 

:5'oroe; hO'l.lIever, upon inspection, it 'was decided that this a.dmin! stra.­
:Ii 

tive s~ervision 'was required by circumstances. and. no ch3nse wa~ 

reco!iUll6!lded. As in other coomnds, the £'1no.l sts,Ge in !'repo.ro.t1on 

for D-day ,..."'s in! tiated by the esto.blishmont of an advanoed hea.dqus.rters, 

and the move::lent of' opcr:l.tional units to ct;a.tions ne:.1' the coast. In 

...\pr11 advanced units of the cOmD.."l.D.d ,;~ero moved to :Eh.stcota. in south\~rn 

:iJIlgland., t1l:lere they ",ero ascociu,ted ..:itn c.dvcnced tmits of :i3ritish 

airborne troops. The site at Z3.stcote ha.d. the advnnto.ge of neing 

I 
.....2....: ~i•••~~••••",~i 
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near advance headquarters of the l1inth Air Force and IX Fighter 

CO~~J1d at Uxbridgo and not far fro~ AEAP advance headquarters. ~us 

~s D-dnY a~pronche~. closest cooperation betwD~n these org~izations 

was assured. 58 

IX. ~aineer Oooomd. This cornma:n.d l:aS a decided innovation in Al2 

or~nizationt end the story of its a.ctiva.tion is therefore of co~ 

siderable interest. Li'-ce so I:1uch in the Hinth Air Force. the ide:\. 

1'01' a st39o.ratc engineer command was sug,;ested 'by developments in the 

~:iddle ::ra.st and l:orth Mrican Theaters. General Spaatz seems to have 

beoD. one of its earliest }')X'otagonists for there 1s a reference to his 

interest in tho id~~ of a. saparate cOmJ:laIld for all air engineers in a. 

docuo.ent dated 12 ::february 1943. 69 However. the :Bra.dley OolllDittee. 

althoUGh usu.."l..lly strongly influenced b;r the lessons of the AfriCPA 

cnnpaigns. r.:ade no provision for nn engineer co~d in its reoom.":len­

dation but sca.ttered the units t2l.rOugLlout vcrious organizations. 

:But the idea. pershted, and an "eneineer division ll wn.s shown on 

tho chart of 4 AU£'Ust 1943 \'lhich descrll)ed the imp1enentA.tion of' the 

70
Bradlej"" Plan. Short1~ after'llard., during the course of an intervieu, 

];1'1/3. Gen. S. O. Godfrey stated that?l 

General Spa~tz spoke to me of his strong conviction that avia.tion 
engineers should opera.te undor Air Porce control. It \'1orl:ed so 
~lell in northl'1cst _'\£1'100 and everyone r:eemGd to o.~eo on that, 
includin6 the staff at ~Ae~ter Headquarters. T~ese aviation 
engineors have done uell because they uere a 1'1:1,rt of a. trained. 
tea!J. that made tq? the Air Porce and wero reco~ized as such. 

nevertheless, the \;ar Dapartoent W'<.1S hesitant alnut ta..tdng sueh a step. 

and therefore no action was ta!:en for the time being. 
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Z:eanwhi1e, authorities in the theater i-rent as :far as they could 

in the direction of centralized control ot the air engineers 'lJi thout 

forno.l ~:ar De;.>n.rtoent a:.?provn.l. !?hese officers believed with General 

Spo.a.h that th.e .A.r:ny ~i.ir Forces Mould control uni to doing constru.ct1on 

work for air organ1Z.:lt1ons end that cOl!l.l:J.and decisions should be made 

by enGineers rather than the service cOnl..~.nd.12 Therefore on 24 

november 1943, 1 warra.nt officer and 12 enlistod !:len wer0 ass1GIled 

to the headquarters of the l1inth Air Force ond ",ere ordored to stat10n 

474 to establish a detachment of the IX Air Force Ilngineers Section. 73 

Unimpreos1va a.s this evant may seEm, it Wc.s tha beeinninB of the IX 

EnGineer OOmI:l.."'..nd. Three day:; later, 11inth Air Force Headquorters issued. 

a letter ordering the detnChoent to asSUDe the functions of a co~d; 

Col. Aarl:B. Schilline uns 1'1£.oed in oharge. Durine the next 2 weeks 

there wa.s ereo.t activitya.t the deta.chment headquarters: r:E/Ola were 

being set up for approval and conferences were oeing held to put the 

new or[;a!li zation into aotion. 74 About this timo, anot.,'!}er important 

event in the histor;r of the Eln6ineers too!.;: place: on 26 l~ovenibElr, 

~<:'9.tchinb Airdro::le wa.s turned over to the 99th :BoI.1bardI::J.ent iling, thus 

•becoming the first f'ield to be coqpleted 'bJ" Aoericau eneineer1ng units 

in :i..Jl€land. ~his airdro.::ae, which had been st.'.l.rted in Augu.st 1942, 

contC'.ined 120 ,000 cubic yards of ooncrete, 360 bui1dine;fI, and 94 

acres of cl~.red forest lands. It vas considered co~letely adeouate 

75
for all operations.

On 5 Docember an iJIl.!?ort3II.t coni'erence was held. ~rith repracenta.­

tives of the 3lneineering Section of the IX Air Service OOmr.JD.D.d. After 
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some di scu!:\sion. n.n n.gree:;aent ",us reached on aneurine eneineering 

3upplies. It "m.s decided tha.t unit£: of the lliginacro Deta.ch.:lent 

Should requisition their supplies directly from SOS en~~neer depots. 

while all other 17inth Air Porce units were to eet their engineering 

s~p11os throuGh normal sorvice COm=?~d obk~els. ~ba ~lYr stor~ge. 

and distribution oi bull: mps 1\"as ruJ.ed Q. service function, but the 

preparation, reproduction, sll}>ply, r:torago. and diotribution of 

specio.l nc.ps was to be handled by the 2n~neers Dl3tachnent. !~.inte-

no.nco and Gl.1.9ply tables :for en{;ineor un! ta would 00 prepo.red by heo.d­

quarters of the detachment, ,'rho would o.lso be responsi'ole for all 

enGineer s~plY planning cased on min1mun construction requirements 
7(

fm'rdth.011 b;,- other cC~·.!l.::!.:. 

!i:b.e deci Idons of thi B meeting ShO\'l t~t a conoidereole adve.nce 

had Dean mde to\vo.rd setUnc u!' an independent cO~llk-md for all en-

Gineering groups. A further step "tas to.Z:en on 18 December 1'lhen the 

l1inth Air roroo, :r:-ondine fino.l approval of the :;o.r Departn:ent. re­

deoi~ted the Engineers ret~Chment the nn~ine~r Headquarters, ~1nth 

Air Force, and orO.Elrod it to 2.ssuma the functions of a cla fnato collltl2.nd. 77 

~o nl1 intents and purposGe, the cOmI:lCnc1 had bC'como a rA~,li t;r. At the 

SOJile time, an expansion of per~onnel 'laB uuderr.'v.y. A larGe nmlber of 

78 
of'f'icera anii. enlisted men ll.rrived fror.l the United St2.tes end Iceland, 

and. on 25 Je,]J.UE.ry. Colonal SchillinC WOoC reylo.cetl by :Brig. Cen. Ja.mes 

79 
:13. lZet.lMcn, Jr. !r1or to this asziem:;.ent, he had been the chief 

engineer of' the VIII Air Force Service Commnnd. 

~:IIs_ild'.i...i'.E'~IlI·_'~..' ii:·~[;;;;s~:"j"· 
~ •• ti! 
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!!!he usual sU!>pl;r difficulties made their a.!lpe~aJlce DoS the COIllIiJalld 

'Has beginning to tp..ke sha!)e. Carbon :9a."ijer. stencils. st~ :pads I office 

cUJ?:?liet\ in General t l10re vcr;,' herd to find. !i!rcnS!'orto.tion :EPocilities 

",ere even sca.rceri anu when the conurcno. obtained a few c~rs! an even 

more serious shortnge was discovered: there were no dr1ver~. 
80 

Oo~-

nication equip!:!ent \'1aS eq'UD.lly hc.rd to £ind.. A. m:1tcl1'board borro\,ed 

from the l028th Signal Oom,any to set '1,1J? radio cotl11lUnicetlons hn.d to 

be returned on 4: Februar~". and as a result. the Engineer Headf;1..uarters 

was out of the radio net\lo~rk 'Until a 21e,1 board could be obtained.81 

:s~. :E'e'bructr;;' the value of the existin{; enGineering unittl to the 

171nth Air Force Wtl.S EO evident that efforts were aca.in Llade to secure 

i to formal activation by i;ashlneton. Genere.l Brereton and his 

officere<, s~port€d by General Arnold. urged th~~t the ~1D.r Deportment 

take notion, but a¢n nothinz "las done. 82 A secon.d attet19t in 1~arch 

~~'as !:lore successful t 83 and on tho 30th the IX :ilnglneer OOIlll:laX1d was 

f'ormlly activated by the \:0.1' ne:P~rtment. 84 

IX Air Defe:p.pe Q.om-wt!.. E?~r1y plans for tho tactical air force 1n­

eluded a provision :tor an air dei"enE:6 COI:lC...'\nd, 'bu.t as in the o:::o.ae of 

the ::n£ineer COlll1.iaIld, the .iar repartment 1'r.:~s slou to tclce action. 

Houever. on 16 17ovemoer. :Brie. Gen. Dale D. Kinman "le6 designated as 

oom:::e.nd1ng cenero.1 of the IX Air Defense Commnd. although tha.t orga.ni­

zation \'faS still unactivated., PendinG a.uthorization, it was l::.nOim £1.5 

the Air Defense HeadCluoo"!.rtern, li1nth ,Air Force. 85 

iiith the arrlvcl of' the 51st Anti-id.rcraft A.rti11ery Brieade on 

9 :i?eb~ry 1944, prospects for the activc.t1on of' the COOI:lD.D,d looked. 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

62 

better. !rna brieade reported to the headquarters of the rinth Oond. ~s 

o.ssic.ned to the Air Defence Section :for aw:;'inistration and opem.tions. 

t'ntil 4 .April. all personnel for :pre-a.ct1'V~d;ion operations of the IX 
86 

Air Defense Oo~nnd came from this oricada. Other units a.r1'ived. a.s 
87 

folloy~s: 

lJ.8th AAA Gro'U"T.) 
M8th .AAA ~Ai~ f :en. 

30 l:axch 
30 l1al'ch 

500th AM (A.;'T) Bn. 30 l~ch 
633d AAA (Ai~) Bn. (l<!) 30 lIa.rch 
635th .MA. (Ai:) En. (H) 
555th Sig. Aii En. Co. D 

10 April 
12 April 

21st AAA Gro"Op 29 April 

On 30 1!arch the IX Air Defence COnu:lanc1. was a.ctiva.ted b~ the \iar D~art-

Dent under the eOl:ll:lOnd of ]rie. Gen. ~;1l11p.m L. Richardson. General 

Hinman having been previousl~ transferred. On 2 April the 51st Britpde 

tqas rol1eved of assignment to the lanth I s headquarters and assicned 

to the ne~i comoa.nd. undertaking the c1.u.ty of furnishing antiaircre,i't 

protection to 'tInits of' the IX :Somber and XIX Air Support Comn:a.nd.s. 88 

~o faoilitate close coordination and liaison with the o~erational 

units i the Headquarters Battery of the brigade moved from London to 

Aldernaston Court and egtablished a. headctuarters in close proximity 

to tho hcc:.dc!:u~rters of the XIX ABC. ~hi~ setup ",as maintained without 

mu.oh c.hence until D-dn.y opera.tions. 

special Jm1.t.s. b.QJ.!m com:r;md~. B~' the end of l:nrch 1944. D.ll 

COIllI:lands of the liinth. had beeII. activated, and mont of then had 

successfully passed throuBh the formctive staGes and ware a~mdting 

the tefJt of invasion operotio:D.s. Tileir hiEtories have been oriefly 
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•
recounted here. e:g:cept :for the story of the IX Air Force Service 

OOllllJaIld. !i!his or£at1ization is so importent that its development is 

oovered in Do cCJ;larcta chE.pter. 2here nou r6tla1ns to be treated a 

few special oreanizationa which. altho'll{:;b. not separate comnsnds, 

nevertheJ.esfJ performed vi tal functions in the air force. 

The al1-i~ort!Ult \-lork of providing '\TeD-thar data for aircrawEl 

tiD-S hoodled by the 21st ';7ea,ther Squadron. This squadron ~s SIJl1t up 

into more than 60 detc.chments whioh were a.ttached to te.ct1cal orga.niza.­

tions throU[;hout the llinth Air Force. At the top. the comma.ndin~ 

officer of the sque.dron also served as wea.ther officer on General 

Brereton's staff, and there "'0.9 a. staff' "leather o:E'!icor for each 

echelon dO\'Jn to and includinf: the croup. T.Ilcse officers \'lorked closely 

'\11th the A-3 or S-3 Section in ec.ch unit, provided the orella wi th 

the latest mcteoroloE;ical information, and. ll.rran~ecl for briefing. 

i:en.ther deta.chments wi th bomber and troo:p-carrier 'Uni. ts were C031­

£lidared semper1'J<:'lnent orc;w.izntions and hc.d heavY equipment. iieather 

detachments \'11 th fighter groups, on the other hand, opere,ted from 

trucl::~ and were co~letel~ mobile. !I!he importance of the wor:.: of 

this sq'l1t.dron can herl1l;)T be overe~h.a~ized; iIl. mn~" cases, the success 

or failure of a. mission clOJ.>cndea. on the oorrectness of the weather 

foree~st. As a result, grea.t pains "rere taJ:en b=-' the weather officers 

to predict weo.ther chc.nges "rith scientific aCcuracy. At 0400 and 

1600 daily, the wen-thor officers at the Bonber Comoand. at the head­

quartors of the FA]' squadrons assigned as fighter cover for the r:1nth. 
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and-at General ~reretonls he~aquarters held a scrambled phone conver­

sation to \lork out their t'l'o10 dailf \ieather forec~ots on the b~eie of 

inforInrttion rflceived fron the cletn.chI:lents. Mter this. the weather 

officers would st~,. the list of mssions that the cOl!lIiiancls wished to 

flY' and wouJ.a. indicate uhich operations. on the ba.si s of the forecast, 

could be flo\'T.ll and which could. not. .1m accur~te record of weo.ther 

on these miosiona 'l'!as kept and. :published in the IIpnthJ.x Oper.-diona] 

Weather EeQora. 89 

~he 67th ~a.ctica.l Reoonm:.iSGe.noe Grou, ana its five squadrons 

served as the eyes of the entire air force. nlthough it was !llaced 

under the adr:tinistrative control of the IX Fie;hter OOllm1e.nd and later 

of the IX Air Su:!?port Oomr:and. One of its great ~Lchievements was the 

photographing of a long strip of the inyo.s1on coast during February 

ana. l!a.roh of 1944. ,dthout any losccs. Photo interpretation was 

handled by a mobile sU"Liscction of intelligence knoun as the "Photo 

Oenter, II aUhough the bull: of this sort of \1ork continued to be 

carried on by the British Oentral Interpretation Unit at t~edmenham, 

whioh em.Ployed over 1.000 S]:lcc1a.li sts. Tni S orgE-.ni zation WL:l.S the 

main source of !>hoto interpreto.tion in the theater. 90 

~e Chemical Section of the old VIII Air Support COIllI.ID.1ld was 

transferred to the la.nth in October. Somo key personnel t ho",-ever, were 

sent froD !1iddle East ~e:l.ter of Opero.tiona to to.::e chz.ree of organiz­

lng chemical nettvity throughout the comIJand. A conference "las soon 

held. 'Ir.i..th chemic~ officers present from all 'C%1its; questions of train­

ing. supply. intelliGence. end chemical ,·;rarf'are were dt scussed, and 

"I~I_ tLl 2L2. 
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91 
lone-ranee policies adopted. As !n many other cases t gre~t dependence 

",as !?laced on specia.l schools conducted 'by the British, altho'\1ljh as 

soon as !lose!ble i.oericon schools '''ere orr;anized. Of partlculilI' interest 

is the Ohemcal i;a.rfare Uobile School wMeh traveled amonG stations of' 

tactical co~ds giving speciel instruction in the tactics and teCh­

nique of' chemical spr2~Ys. incendia.ry bombs t and smoke screens. 92 

l!edico..l ''iork ''laS lar~ely under the control of the surgeonr of 

the four oajor commands, and as pointed out previously. the medical 

units were attached to t~cticel organizations rather than to the 

E1tntions themselves. r:o!.:tt incoming grou:gs "rere a.1rea~· equipped with 

their Ol''1l tled-io",l officers, and \'JA.1.tever additional l!edilml Department 

:personnel "laS needed came fron the ReJ;llacenont Oontrol Depot. Usually, 

the de.:ne.nd \-:a.s much greater than the availa.ble s'lW!l~~. ~:he principal 

tasl:: of the oedical personnol was. of course, to l:eep the planes in 

the clr by w:inc sure toot airoreus and sround crSi1S were in good 

heelth. Uext in ir.19ortance C&D1e the reception of ne~,: units end the 

establiahoent of a satisfactory stan~rd of sanitation and training. 

~ra1n1ne included the instruction of officert:1 and enlisted men in the 

lIedioal Department and elso teachine the principles of first aid to 

all A.t\F perfionnel. liurscs in the lTinth received their instruction in 

93
the schools of the VIII =Combar COJ::J:m.nd.

SUch, in brief t is the ctory of the ormanization ana build-~ 

of the t::>.ctical commano.s in tho ninth Air Foree. :ae:fore an account 

of their coubat operations can be G.i.vent however, the Vttst opera.tions 

of' the Service Command and the l;inth t s training program, without which 

no boabing tJissions aIlo. fighter s\~'eeps could have been mounted. must 

first be described. 
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Chapter IV 

THE IX AIR FORCE S.3RVI CE CO: 11 ~ill 

Tho history of' the IX .otir Porce Service Oormnand is closely 

connected wi th the Air Service COllU:lZmd in eeneraJ.. and wi th the VIII 

Air Porce Service COllll'lk'md in :particular. Ever since the :first ~/orld 

irar the 63>eci0.1 nature of a.ir SU;'9p1y pro'blctls was becominB more and 

more a:ppo.rent. alha rapidly shif'tins combat zones occu,ied by n mod.ern 

air force, thair enOrTil0US extent. ::.nd the constant fluettlation in tn>e 

<::nd aJ:.ount ot materiel needed mo.de it clear thu.t procedures based on 

orthodox ground-forco suppl~' theories would not sa.tisf~" the needs of 

1
air power. As one writer neatly puts it: 

2he struge1e for air power was not Ilorely a strngcle for a. more 
inde];lendent il.ir Force cs.!-lBble of' carrying 011 a unique strateocal 
or tactical mission of its Oi-ln. It re£lolved itself into 0. drive 
for oil' depots. 2. su.:?!ll~ s~sten. ~d. a. rnainte~.nce service. ond. 
into 0. reorganization aniL intet;r2,t1on of lJ.r Force elenents res:P0n­
sible for these functionE: uhich ultimately too!; the form of the 
fdr Service Oommand. 

~~ing the twenties and tbirt1eE, as new pos~ibilities for combat 

aircraft were beinc diccovered and. oxplorod. there weo D, grO\·1inB ten­

dency for nau o.ir SU3Jply ecencies to COOD into ·o~ln::: c'.ud, to ~perate 

'Ii th con9ider(~blG indepGnu.anco wi thin the or,:;anination of J.'i.r:rq supply. 

..\.lthoa.:;h thej.·a "ere as yet no air aervice co:'u::iQJl:!.l'l, officers such as 

001$1. It.'"I:ro1d ~'\.. l!eGinnis anel HUGh J. !'nerr "tere advocatine organi~a-

tiono1 ~Ges th3t cle:.:.rly tended in thC\.t direction. In a. rerport 
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dated 25 July 1941 t Oolanel l~cGinnis reco:mnended. that a senice 

COIl1!J:ma. Gho'Ula be set 'll;P to (~dminister and sorvice all the nil" 

bases or the Second ~\ir Force. This service co:.uand was to be equ,;'\J. 

9 
to the b01.lber. :fiGhter t ana other co:ancnd.s. ~ £videntl;'! this re::,>ort 

poxalleled thinl:inG in the iiar :Department, for on 17 October 194-1 an 

ovor-all Air Service OO:l:lancl nas set up undar :3rig. Ge::l. Renr;; J. P. 

Hillor, co:nbining all sU1?Ply and service ele::lents of the Mol' OO:t:!?s. 3 

;3. th t:ae oi.ttbrea!1:: of the t:rlr on 7 Decenoel" it was e.vident th::Lt 

the United sta.tea \'tould send eX9c:1.i tiono.r-.r forces abroad. and this 

oroU{;llt to the fore the plannine of adequtlrta service oreanizations for 

the ov~rse~~s branches of our air 90;:1er. P..1 thOu&l discussions on this 

question had boen eoinb on for sarno tine. the l:l..1.tter did not cO.l1e to 

Ii\. head until. e:>.rly in. 19-12. During J('.nua.r~,... it was proposed that an 

nil' forco be famed to "9rovide nil' s'U!l!iort for an invo.sion of ~:orth 

~\fr:Lc~, Which was than undor di~0'l.13sion bet\Tecn Arile:dc'-m and Bri tish. 

sta.ffs. :i:his was the origin of the :sieht:::J.. Air Porce, and at the end 

of Junv~ry several con~ds were ectivatcd including an VIII Air Porce 

:BaSEl 001iU3.nd. Although this liorth ..lirioa.n project Was te~oraril;J' laid 

o.side in !rnreh~ tho 3ic;hth Air :i?orco ",oal3 retained ns the air force to 

I!ean\'lhila_ disc~lJionEl on service or~ze.ti?nB for the ney air 

force were continuing. and in April bhera wns l3ub:::,.itted a proposal 

anti tled llActiv:\tion of the VIII Air Force Air Service Oo~d," Di.:Ir­

1nb the conferences that followed, lIaj. GSA. I!. 1'. HarI:lon, Ohle! of 

staff of tho service 
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C01Tll'.1Snds in overse:ts tnsk forces and as::ed that the pro:poseJ. ncttvs­

tion be xO'lorded so tha.t it mit;b.t have general ap:pl1cq.tion. -
A. 

COllse­

quentl1, .'11 th n slight chance of title, the pro~osn.l "l~S officisl1:r 

issued on 20 ~~y o.s A.U"' Regu.1D.tion 20-9, "Air ~t:l.s!: Porce jj,r Servic~ 

OOnlcand.s. U 

T'.o.e princiFle of 36;'ara.te air service cO::l:l.'mds had nOvl been 

recogni~eit but it vms still necessary to define their relations 

~rith SOS. Here a~n.in the experiences being observod in the Hiddle 

=a.st 0a.m:9a.1gIl3 were hie;hly suggeaiiive. According to :Brie. Gen. Hur;b. 
5 

J.	 Knerr: 

The Air :Forces in each theater should rove their o"m S':lS extend­
ing frou the port of antr}· to the cons'Uminf; units. Suoh is 
actmlly boine done in Uorth ..\tricn. through necessity. If thlj 
Air Servic:e OOl;JIJand bad been content to depend on the sround 60S 
£'01' exp€:cted pori'or03J1ce, tho of tll.:.'l.tion in ..\fries. i'1ould be quite 
different from the present one • • • • 

Rowever, 11ttle \'las done to break auay from the controls of SOS until 

after the rapid gro~lth of the ughth Air Force in :Ene1and. Then the 

urgenoies of s'Ul'Ply in this a.rea caused Do certeJ.n amount of opposi 'bion 

to the erlstin~ systen. Ord.nnnce officers of the VIII Air Force 

Selovice Oo~d co:n,p1ained of certain SOS prooedures which they felt 

mn.de it difficult for them to get s'UJlPlies. gnd. one of them sto.ted 

c~ust1celly that I~n requisitioninz motor vehicles from sas, erlst ­

1ng :9rocedures req'U1red them to re:P0rt aoong other thines that the 

function of a heavy 'bo:aber sq'U2.dron was to Icarry destructive materiel 

6over	 eIleDY terri tor;r. 111

!~kf~-~ >f) •~(;-:-~ 

,;::rrr'-?T' I ' FE 
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Proporly to control and distribute materiel arrivins from the 

United St~tes. it became n~ce£sary for VIII A2S0 officers to set up 

Intrrolsit depots at ports of entry in. the United Kingdom and to 

arrange for direct service nnd transportation to air depots at bases. 

:llhe effor·ts of SOS to obtain contl'ol of these facilities were uns-Ilccass­

fu.1.. Finally. on 9 j.'!ovenber 19~ the .AAP published RecuJ.ation 20-13. 

!Chis reeuJ.a.tion prov.tded for an 1IA.:'1F Arm tmd Service Intesration 

Oomoi ttee, II uhioh at'lOllg other things liaS to "transfer effioiently 

and e..'"qleai t1ouslj'" the Attached Servlces with Army Air :E'orces (ASIltiAI') 
7 

to the Air Oorptl. 1I At the sema U;::te a board of officers of VIII 

AFSC reconmended t~t8 

60S be re~ue3ted t~ su~ply Qaeoical. Sienn!, ~~d Ordnance 
common ::laterlel, in bUlk, as requested by the Headquarters 
Ilit;hth Air ::i'orc~ uith!>ut requiring a. detailed. defense of the 
req"ileat•••• LTbaiJ VIII .ASSO be authorized to request US Air 
Servico Ooumand to 13M:!? as an ..\ir Force e,eciel project, connon 
r!ateriel on l~hich tho n:vaila.bil1ty date furnished ~o;r SOS is un­
satisfactory. 

On 30 Decetlbor. SOS conf:I.r;ned the [;enoral findinl;G of this board. and 

by the beginning of 1944, much of tht.1 subordination of VIII ArSO to SOS 

\laS OWl'; henceforth. tho tuo org:mizations \-TOre to cooperate on So 

more or leas eq~~l basis. 

Mother lm,ortant probleu \'l:;,S beiIl{; uori::ed out c.t the same time. 

Superficially, this concorned. the relations of the "TIoll Air Force 

Service Oor::tnU?.nd and the ,.'1-4 Section 01' Hea.dquarters, Eighth Air Force. 

but fundanentally it raised the question of the effectiveness of 

traditional Army aW::dnistrativa methods in dealing with air sU9Ply 

problems. 

S) 
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In the United States, the chiof exponent of w~~ ~i6ht be called 

the functional tlleor;r of supply administration rather th:m the tra­

di tional staff orgmi zo.tion wcs Gcncrc?~ I::nerr. Instructed by Gen~1'a.l 

.!'l.:rnold to eXe;',:mne the organizr.tion ::Ind operations of the .li1' Serviae 

COIll:l.'1Il'l in the U~ted States, :Knerr based his a.p:oro~cb. to the :proble:! 

on his eXJ;larienco t·ri.th eren.t industrial orsanizations Gn~ged :in mass 

production. After much study and many conferences 1d.th his staff. 

his icle~s 'tIera embodied in a r..EHlO to GeMral liller. entitled. IIOrg-.mi_ 

r>ation of Air Service Oon:nand. 1I 19 liovember 1942. ilia basic doctrines 
9 

were cobodiecl in ttYO itrporte.nt paraera:!,hs: 

The :fUllOtion of the Air Servica Oom:nand is eSE:entio..lly one 
of bUClineso m..-ma-se.:nent rather th...'\D. oilitary o:neration • • • • 
~ere exists in the business uorld a. reserw 1r of a.vailable 
:co.n.1.~ement talent thoroughly converscmt ;;1 th an..".logous time tions 
in cotlpo.ro.bla corporations • • •• The current milt tt':.ry staff 
t~':Pe of oreanization of the Air Service COi:lmnd is not adeq'll:lta 
to the bOosie functions ot the Air Service Oo~d. • • • 

An industria.l t~vpe of orsa.ni~tion can be substituted for 
the pr6sen.t inappl1cable and cumbersome mil1tary type • • • by 
pla.cing a.ll nctivities essontia.l to the three main divisions of 
the coClnand under control of the division chiefs with the result 
ttk~t the divided responsibility attendant upon cross references 
to other equal agenoies is el1111iDated. At the so.:ne t1me essen­
tial chain of oo!il.tlOO.d requircoonts o.re oaintained without inter­
position of non-essentio,l st~s. 

At an im,ortant conforence on 20 Uoveober 1942, General Knerr· s 

;plan was examined. while Ilen'bel'S of the conference had an opportunity 

to study' a cho.rt shouing the comparable organization of the General 

!~otorc Corpora.tion. !i!he plan. divided the ASC HeadQ,ua.rters into three 

J:1o.in divisions: supply", mainton::mcEl. and personnel end training. 

Special staff sections "ere tied in \d, th these three divisions fox 

:~~.~ !~~1.W~~t:flI41 
! ~~~ ~.:-.~-~,,~-_.: ~'_"":-.~~~~~" 
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technic:;>.1 control, and the A-l, .A.-2, A-3. and A-4 seations were 

el1miDAted. In thio heo.dquc.rters. tho Chief of' Sta.ff' llaoS drop:ped in 

excnange for an assir.tant coomanuing officer ~nth certain housenold 

services. like adjutant genoral., judge a.d'V'Oca.te t ond ins:Pector eeneral. 
10 

under his juri sdiction. 

In ~uttine this plan into effect for the Air Service Co~d in 

the United States, t:i1e directiva practic::\ny Cluoted General AIi.crr in 
11

stating: 

The primary £unction of the Air Service Oo:nma.nd :1.s essentially 
one of business tlan~:;et1ent rather than mili tory operation. ~.ne 

basic principIa of this lllanClgeraent function is tha.t of centralized 
control ~d decentr~lizcd oporation. 

T"ne nt£:b,tLl Air :Force \iQ.S not iwmed1a.tely recepti"T.) to t!leae nel'T 

C!.octrines. In this cir fo:r~e, the .A-4 Seotion had besun to exercise 

~ control over s~ply nna maintenance almost a3 restrictive as tbk~t 

fornerly exorci~ed by 80S. ~lthouGh pr~cticelly the same functions 

were assigned to the Beo.dquarters A-1: and VIII AFSO, there was a 

tendency for A-4 to take over more and. nora oparations, exousing 

itself "by saying that its aim \'1Cl.S to refrain from npart1c1p~tion in 

the details of operations t It but addinG that "becausB of the diversified 

c:ha.nn.ela of cor:mmnicatioll. this is at times d1:f'ficult of attainment. "12 

nevertheless, its ~ower over ~aestions of supply increased remnr!:nbly. 

T\'lO statements in an indorsement by A-4 of 0. request for certain 

training mn.teriaJ.s from the VIII.i~SO spec.::: for the:l.sclves. The first 

line admits th~t the roquest "l3.S sub:n1. tted to A-1 through an error; 

13 
the second re]?orta action taken to fulfill the request. 

r~.;- ~',('" .. ' 
L~ _l~~_' 

c- '-r1 n.... T " 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958 



72 

This Page Declassified lAW E012958 
~- ~ f~-r---:----'~""-,· T'. !-" ~~"',--"-, ~ ~~ ~ .... 

1 • i.) 
~. --I • .' - , -~; 7T~W:~· 

T'AUS through its l'..--! Seotion, He~.dCJ.uart~rs, 31flhth Air Force 

oceana I!lore and more concerned in supply. althoUBh in the Unitod 

States the thbldns of GenE'ral I:n.err and his associates was strongly 

o:pposed to this sort of thing. It seemed to J::lO.ny' officers th.."l.t in 

general A-4 vas much better informed on questions of s'\l!)pJ.y t1lan the 
1..1

VIII AFSO itcelf. As ono officer stated: ~ 

On s:!;Iec1fic suppl~~ and. service ite:as. officers of A-4 frequently 
seemed botter informed then of11cers of the Service Command 
present. • •• It 1s a. reflection of the fect • • • that A-4 
of the :...ibhth Air :Force Headquarters in sorae instances has more 
immediate and direct accesa to supply and service matters and 
even operntiono;! than the Service OOI:l.iil:l.niL. 

~:hen on 10 J'lJ!le 19·1:3 the ::::Ugineer, Q;uartermc.ster. and Ordnance Sections 

't'lara el1roin':l.ted £1'0::1 the VIiI APSO by E\. s:?eciel order and transferred 

to the Eighth Air Force Hcad~uarters. it seeccd that £O~e sort of re­

dofinition of functions ~a necessary.15 

Durine; Ju1~r t Lt. Gen. Delos O. Bmnons wns in the United Eingdom 

to e:;plore the situntion. and in discussions llith General -:'..l::er, he 

pointed O'tlt certain d.u:'1)lic'?,tions in the f\:mctiono of the VIII .ArS,~ e.nd 

Eeadquartors ~\-4. General w:er ordered General l:Uler to see what 

oould be done to :prevent this.16 On 30 July. Ge:lorn.l Eiller forwarded 

to nis chiof SOlle of General Eilerr Is idea.s on the place and functions 

of the Service Co:;;ur.oAd. and on 11 October the confusion and overla:9pinb 

,;as alindna.ted b~ rnaldnS the eot14l..'\nainc Genl2ro.l of the VI.J.I .A1'SC 0.1130 

the Hea.dqua.rters A-4 in the :J1gb.th Air Force. At th(3 saoa t1:ne the 

:f'ol1ot1ing steff' £Iections l'TElre transferred ba.a':: to the Service Commano: 

S1gl:ll, Surgeon t C:.uarterIJa.ster. Ordn~ce. ~einear. :!finance. Ohe::rl.caJ.. 
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Thus shortl~- beforo the IX Air Service Oo~ WOoS activated, 

several iO];lortant decisions had boen carried into effeet in the VIII 

af:lo. It "Ins no'-, fairly well esto.olished th:l.t the- functions of 

supplj.- would be g.I.ven to a. separate co~~a. in each air force and 

thnt this cOl:ll:1::l.nd would be independent of SOS, e.nd also protected 

aea.inst interference from tha air force head<!.U?l.rtera. These ware 

1qportant dec1siona of policy end were stronc1y to affect the future 

or~i3~tion of the IX Air Sorvice CODmk~d• 

.cut t:i1e debt of the liinth to tho ::ighth did not cease tdth broad 

over-all questions of Do11cy. I~ortcnt teChniques of administration 

and control ~...al·a , ..or:.;cd out in the :Jighth and ,':ere nltlost 0.8 innortant 

in the develop::lcnt of the li1nth as the lat"ger iSSUt'ls previously 

mentioned. Typical is the probleLl of echelon mainteDaIlce. 

£l'l1e basic directives and memorandums w.a.ich established the 

mission of the V.l.II A:rSO state that its un!ts were to underta!:a 

third t'..nd fourth echelon mainten..-mce and repair of eq:uipI:l.ent only 

when 1t l~as beyond the I:lefml1 of tho combat or tactlcnJ.. elements to 

perforw such services. Helllorc.nCl.u.m lio .. 155-1 sec-IDeO. to im.Ply throu€U 

it£! rather neGr~t1ve phTnseol0eY tlmt the20 service units were to be 

under the technicE'.l control end com::;;<:md of the service forces. IS HOi>l­

ever. the lin!) of polioy t~ton b:T the mchth WOG to ple>.ce service un! ts 

under the control of the t~ctica1 groU9 they served. This included 

not only first and second echelon reFmr t but third. and fourth e.s well. 

In spite of stron£ opposition on the part o! a stk~ll number of VIII 
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.t~so ofi'icara, this line uas m..'l.intn.illl?d for SOI:l9 I1onths. In cle£ense 

of the l)olicy. it Wd.S st~.ted thc.t the st~tic c021di tion of a1;L~ u~rfnre 

,·.t th.e tir:::a, d th operetionf1 l'rooecUing £roW. A. coall f".r€'{\ like the 

Unite·a Zin,~don. n:3.do it convenient to have all &1rdro:ne units under 

the SiU';;:C COIlll.Um.<1. 

this n.~yect ot r:ervlco i''lmct!ons L.:ur.t havo co::;e unCler 1 ts oritical 

flcrutin;r. £01' its £inr:.l st1::.U:s" provic.ied. for elet1entF doing third echelon 

repair undor the direct control of the Service Oonr·"£.lld. Bven 1m!ts 

nsoiened to eonb~t COnluumils are sho\'.Tn as unClor the indirect or teciurl.c£\l 

control of' the f3ern ce ort;<lD.i r:ation. 

~hiEl r.igo. of Do disaereGment with the 3id3-th' El service ~olicy is 

sicni:ficant. for shortly efterward Genl.?rt.l ll:-,,1:er deciC!.ed to :plnce 

(jcrvice unite: in the VIII GSC under actual service control. oJ.tJ:.oU{;h 

this :polic..v t~S not to be applied to the VIII :Sonner Oo;ruuand. 19 Thb 

distinction bet'\':ecn. COJ:.r:end.£ was destined to be te:::'!lorar~-, however, 

cs the visit of General ..\rnolcl to tho thec.tcr shortlJ- aften18rds 

cho.nged ev€)r:rthin,g. On his inflpcctions in 3n£lo.nd. Genl?:rc.l ~trL.Old 

he-d seen U. S. combc.t cre,V'E! \1or~::inG on ylc-.neL that should have gone 

to tho Service Oo~.ncl ~d he hnd not been so.tisfi£d pith the I:lainte­

~ 
nance si t'lJet ion. As a. re-suJ. t t on 21 Sept(~lber 19-13 it we.s 

c.nnounc£:c!. by letter to the LJiehth 1.ir Force thD.t the re~ponribility 

for ~~l but first cmd second eChelon mz~nteno.nce now lay ,nth tho 

Service CO!llr..nnd l'.no. it l!ould be giv"n tecbnicel control over the work. 
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TecJ:'l.nicel control ,,·:;~s definecl as lithe operntion of the tle::.ns '!Thereby 

the :::.on t D::J.chines ~."nd J:l:!,terb.lE! ra~:uirE'd for n..-dnten,.'1Jlce of the 

21:Jie;hth Air !'orce a.re a!-':.Jlied. to that :Pur:POE.u. II .~s D. remllt of this 

letter, Hemo ::0. 155-1 tiD.S IlOi' revised e.nd. rci~sucd. In its nCir 

fOr".:.l it met :or{.J,ctic311~~ ever:.- ui£h of Service Oon::..a.nd author!ties. 

~echnicel control over firr,t enG. second echelon activities of COlhbat 

corm.lEmd!) wa.s clearl;,' inclicated. and the nOi-; definition of the tar:.. 

was interr:Jrcted to mean ll1'ull control over puplJlies and general control 

ovor servico porlOonnel and 15crvice units t.t com'bet stations. n22 :ii'or 

the firr.t tice. a broad rezpon~ibility for trainine all service ~er-

connel b;.r the Service Com.."IJ£lllcl \:D.-S clearl~- sto.ted. an.u a sidle.!' 

st3te~ent Gave tho eo~d rcr.yoneibility for their '~eelth, s~fety. 

end \.,.elfnre. n 

In thir, Wo.i1~ the firnt step in the doctrine of sEr":Lr",,tion of 

cO=:J:'"'~"Jldr, nnd functions ~t coribat !"tgtions worked out. .AIthoU[jb. 

oric;inal1y unplied to €,1.ve servioe units &:rcrr.ter fref'doLl in the exer­

eise of their f1.Ulct1ons. it 'bec:.me 0. basic princi:?le of D.Urlinietrr.l.tion 

on all 171nth Air Force str'.tions as hn~ n1rm:.dy been shol!n• 

•;nother s",;.cces£:Lul inno'\ntion of the :::.':i[',hth ',cas th~ o..1r oorvice 

!Ic.re~'t deviep. ~.'hen plaJmine for the :1Lhth 1n the un! ted :i:inolotl 

viae GoinG on, it uat thoU{;ht to divided :=helend into service dlvif'ions 

oased on eeocr~pby as had been done in the United States. However. 

O;{ 2 Septe:Jcor this "roJjosaJ. \Jas given ul,?, .:md it uas decided to 

establi£:h instc2.d advanced Lir de:!,ots in close :!?rorlIdt~· to aress 

occupied 'by comb~t units. l.s ec;.rl~.. as ~? October 19~2 the advD.nced 
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air depots be~ to spoc1c1ize in different t~1?ez of ::>1 !plane~. e.nd 

also oe[un to control vcxious satellite stntions ~nthin 10 or 12 miles 

Tac1iu£. ~o aoordioo..te still further the su:opl;r 2,nd :maintenance at 

these auvanced depots. therE> \lO..S set u1? in Febru::~ry of 1943 the Ad­

vanced .Air Servioe i:i th head(xue.rters o.t a. loC£!,Uon fairly close to the 

{ldvanced der:ots. ~B headquarters was to llcOIr1J":m.nd. control and 

direct!l supply. m..--cl.nteno.ncE'. r~airs. and salvaGe of the advanced a.1r 

uepots. At the end of July the CO)TJI:".nn,i'.. i'las rensned the Strategic .Air 

Depot Areo. and a. ~D.ctica.l Air te:?ot Are~l, \mG ort:anizcd to coorQ.1nc:.te 

the se:rvicinG of the :raedi"l1X-l boobers anti. i'ie;htcr~ of the VIII .Air 

3U990rt Co;nmand which 1-m1l soon to be trn.nsferred to the 17inth Air 
ro

Foroe. 

~hia area !llen was not Q.ctuall~· ba.sed on Geoera~·. althou~ 

superficially i t c..~' a.:r>pe~:.r to have been so; its real purpose wa.s to 

decentralize the oper~tiona of supply by QeleL~tinG certain functions 

into the field. Later t ilhen the bounchries of the liintb. t s two il.d.vaJlced 

Air De,:.ot Areas (...VJ1\.) ,were clr~.:\'T.n. there 't'Tns a. further d.evia.tion from 

a purel;r geol;raphic concept since a depot of one A;.n:~ \la.s actually 

located in the area controlled. by the other. 

Another im:9ortant development in the VIII AFSa that VIES to 

influence the ~7inth war. the br,:?rovisation of ne"; and hiGbJ.y mobile 

service unite to assist in reduc1ne tho great pressure on service 

ere\fS rel'e.1r1nc battle-de..mageC!. planes. iihila it had been reali~ed 

from the :f1rE't thCLt the rept:-.ir of pl!?nes d.a.m:v~ed in colllbat \lould be 
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an im.porte.nt proble::l. no one a.ppreciated tho fact tb.o.t the excellent 

flying quaUties of JJ..Aerican ~lC'.nefJ plus tho skill M.Ct courage of the 

pilotE! woro Going to nake thi a tasl: tr~uendous. Planes riddled 

almost besond belief ttk~Ged tioe after tice to return to their bases, 

thus adding to the work in the repair center~. At the end of 1943, 

Oeneral. 1.D.!.:cr er.tiI::E.tcd thc~t on dee:? penetrations an:;v!here from 25 to 

50 reT cent of the !llanes involved would be d£tr.laced. 

At one tine it llM; thouc;ht possibl~ to r~la.ce, rD,ther then to 

repa-ir, nl.1 such injured aircraft, following the example of the RA? 

But experience soon showed that no real similarity existed between 

the t\~O situc..tio1l.r. ~he cor.-~:l<:~rl'.tively ehort distance 'between an :E...tJ 

airt1eld and. the f£<'ctor~r where its planeE ,..ere InUJluf'ti.ctured made ita 

simple ~~tter to send the Ok~ged craft to its manufacturer and replace 

it with a n€m' pl!'.ne. In the c~~se of Americrm aircraft operating thou­

sands of milos froo their r1Cl2lU£acturing center~. this convenient 

o;~tstem lleS un:f'ortuno.tely i~ofH'lible. Thus the re.pid and ei'±'i.cient 

repa.ir of oattle d.aoe'1.e;e oecf;.InO a vi tal necessi t~· as cOz:l'bat operations 

increa.sed. 

The :Bradle~- CotJruttco. cocnizant of the mngui tuo.e of the proble::. 

provided for tho :fo~tion of subd~ots sitULted ~nth and und~r the 

comwc.ntt of the con'bat groups to \'lhioh they \lore asdQled. oJ. thouGh 

under technical s~ervidon and control b;r the Service OO:::l."Ja.nd. ~e 

EUbd.~ot i,'aS eerel;y 2n augmented service squndron c1ven additional 

equipment and the re£~onsiblllty for third and fourth eChelon repair 

on a.il'cr~t requiring mor€) than 36 hours of' i:ork to put theo in combat 

u( ~I 
Il",( 
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24 
c.gcin. ::'ork thc..t co'Uld not be ce.rried out by the subdepot tre.s to 

(JJ to the advanced o..ir de:?ot havinC juri sdiction 01ror that particula.r 

st€'.tion. 

Since the aIJount of d..~e sm:tailled in comba.t fluctue.ted among 

the different cdrfields as the tide of battle ebbed and :nov.~od, it 

bec,,ne neceEsar~- to provide assistance to subdel,ots suddenly swamped 

by 0. few (byo of ur.usually hs£.vy a["",~&e. To meet this need, ravinE; 

ilork parties 'fere orec.nized ct the a.dvc.uced nir depots and di spatched 

to relieve stationr. f~ced ~nth the repair of a larce anount of damE.ge. 

In r.V"ny cases the plnnes l:lOt'lt fHrriousl~" injured hc..cl been landed ana-yo­

:froD their hOOB b~ses nna then could not be :no~m b~.ck. !i!o orin£; 

these strayed aircraft bee:: to t~eir oun fields. oobile !1lClintenence 

c.nd reJiair units ,qare forced. ~es(l un1 ts licre macJ.e 1J;9 of 18 to 20 

r>i~ed civilian e.ncl oilita.r;r personnel ,.,ho wera tlkilled in all kinds 

of re:!?a1r. Equim>ed ",Iith machine shops on semitrailers t they were 

able to ma::e rez,oirlil on the S'l'Jot, uhich "ould annble the dc.oaged oraft 

25to be fiol'm. oaC:<:: to 'base. !I'o handle its O\'1I1 battle de;nage, the IX 

usc l~.ter ado!lted this system t:ith n sl1eht chcnt;a of nOl':1enclnture; 

the torm. "nubde:.?ot" ''1Q.S chw-r:ed to Il service teo.m.s." 

rlodificct1on of ccmbo.t aircraft after the;'," reached the theater 

bec&.ll1El a J?roble~ nlmOf:t o.s ixrr:Porta.n.t as repair. ~coretioal1y. the 

planes anivinG in the Uni ted KinEdo~"J i'ro:u the ADerican lJanuf&cturer 

,.,ere ready for combat. l...ctuclly, old eClui:gment had. to os modified 

to neat the~ter con<1i tions or neu ell'l1ipuell.t added before i t ~-as sa.fe 

to fly the craft into b~1.ttle. fre 3-17 for e~lc h<::.d to be equi'T)'l)ed 
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with chin turrots, &Ld jetti::;o~'blG fuel tanks had to be prepared 

for all fiGhters after the oiddJ.e of 1943. :Nent'tW.11y this wor~: 

would be done nt factories in the United States t but o.t first 1 t had 

to be done in the the:1ter if' the plcnea uere to cet into cO:clbo.t with 

the ne~1 equi:poent. Spece does not permit a detailed descript ion of 

the nethods used by the EiGhth Air Force to cn:rry out plane Llodif'ica­

tion. After different plans had been triei, a s:rste~ of establil3hing 

~riorities for the various structural alterations w~s set up by the 

Diddlo of Jul3~ 1943 e.nd pro'7cd to be successful. Later t much modif'i­

cation work of the :;intl1 lias carded on in VIII &SC dl3:t;lots. ]etf<'1een 

Octob$1' and tho bot;innins of :E'ebr-.'lary 1944, 0.11 :8-26 modification 

was handled 'by the lill.{".,b.th, md tlls A-2J was siluilnrly serviced. 3y 

:E'ebr-.:L:r.ry hO\'1ever, ;;lo~t of the \lork \;las ta1:en over by the lTinth and 

26 
placed in it::l advanced. depots. 

Thus by the time th.'"!.t the IX 12SC il1n.S ready to operate in 

:Jnglo.nd., the VIIl ..sSO ha.d Q.E:lveloped certain mobile EmU :flexible 

saniee orgrollza'tions tha.t the ninth Air Porce W'"et.S to find ::lost use­

fUl. ~he :':igb.th had c1.iscovered tMt battle c1c'a:c.:;a u:),s the main burolon 

of maintenance :md th::l.t some t;,'!>e of £:lObile rapc.ir unit was essential 

such as the s"tl.bde.Pot assisted b~.r tho rovln& uorl: party. :E'I1'rthermore 

it re,;:Jairo were to be a.cco:a;,olished. quic~ly t the echeloning and 01'­

Ganiza.tion of different levels of \1ork was a prime necessity. ~Ul 

these davices proved mo:;t v;Uu.,ble to the ~;inth and were utilized 

as models in the forl:tltion of the IX J;,1'50. 

lrIiH1jti~ r ~~! ~1{~ ~ 
t.,' . -- - , tr ,",' 
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~ 

As the sunuer of 1943 wore on, a series of' steps were taken to 

pave the \'l!\Y £01' tl113 establishment of' a. servico cOill..'1t.'1.1ld in the tactical 

air force uhich ever}· one kne!'1 \'13.8 co'1l1n~--oithoi." as a :rynrt of the 

Digh.th or o.s ;). sepo.rote or.~ization. ~e :BradJ.er :Plan had proposed 

D. Taetic.!:I~ Air Ear-dee Area Conmand (TASAC) to serve the tacacal air 

force. and as a step in this direction. tAo VIII ~~sc established a 

Taotic!'.! Air Dc-pot ..ll-ea ((j;lADA) on 31 JulY'. On th.e 23d of A\\.:,<rlJ.St the 

~ASAC Was activated by the VIII ~tSO and redesi~ted~ on 4 

September. Finally on 20 '3epte:loer the ~lar D~a1't!!1ent notified ~OiJSA 

that 92 officers and 270 enlisted men were being transferred to the 

United :it1n@tO;:l f'1'O.:1 the IX ll.FSO in the :l1ddle zast. Thus when the 

TADA. W'~s trans:E'er1'ad to General 3rereton l s com:mna. on 16 October to 

becO!:le tho nuoleus of the IX AE'SOt it \-lQ,S assi~~ed the men arriving 

fro~ ]gypt as vel1 as some specialized personnel froa the VIII Service 

27
Comr.umd. 

T"n6 ::Jighth Mr Force ha.d been expectine this novel:lent for sone 

time and ~~s pr~ared to assume re~onsibility for assistlng the new 

service cOID.."'1...'\nd. The VIII TADA :>redece~sor of the IX 8S:), hsd 

received most 01' ito supplies f'ro>4 the Eighth, o.nd after tho act1va.­

tion of the 17inth, these su:.oplies continued to be so £'Ul':llshed. On. 

17 Dece:nbor 19~3 it t'1P.S decided tlu:.t the ninth t-JouJ.d requisition 

directly to tho zone of the interior for equipment ~d materiel 

pert;?.inin;f; to :.drCl'ai't exclusively with the nnth, ~lhile the 3ightn. 

wo'.Jld s;l.tisfy de~.na.s for equipuent cowman to both ::d1' forces. All 

~L 
__,,__"-_7..,.'.-.:.5.•" 
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locsl servicas and s'lJ!-l:I)l!es obtained in tho United langdom would also 

2B
be a:t'r:\n[;cd for by the :JiGhtn. 

:ihe fiw.l orga.n1zation of the IX ;..:s'110 tlO.S closely patterned 

after tho service cotu:::i...'1.!ld in the strategic air force and reUected 

nany of the inno~~tions of thk~t pionoering command. Its headquarters 

arrangelilent w'as based on the functiono.l concepts of General Xnerr 

uhich had el1:1inated the old staff sections. Directl:r- res!,onsi'ble 

to the COll.'nanding generD.l anti. his deputy l1ero 0. :BOose Air De:90t Area 

(.dADA), and a fir:::t and. second Advanced .Ur De:;1ot ./\.rea ~AA:D.A).. ~e 

:6ADA controlled the intrnnsi t depots. t.a.o ansa air depots t ancl the 

circraft assembly depots. The t,.,o AfJ)A's were orif;inolly one 

.'\.dVQ.D.ccd .-\11' D~ot Area. Oo~d which. U:ce the anoe'ba. ~d split 

in tN&n. :aa.ch AADA controlled threo ~act1ca.l .3.ir De:oots (TAD). 

Two nil' de!Jnt grO"L1:rys were uSUBlly :plaoed 'Under eaoh o£ the six ':i!.."U)1 s; 

these groU!>s served as a center for fourth echelon repa.irs, and work 

on airfra::nes, instruments. ?lropellers and awd.lla.I1~ equipment ilSUD.lly 

for three servioe gro~s. llhe service groups. e.lthougb. !llaced under 

the TAJ)1 s for technical control. \>lare ad.t1inistered directly by- the 

..\.A.Dl. 1s. The basic unit of the COlnnlE'.nd. was the service grO\1P; in 

December these e,Tou:!?s were broken into tl\'O identical units known as 

"9service teazlS and were c04lpletely nobile. '" 

But this birdls-Gye viow of tho IX A:ii'SO n1sses a great d.eal. :ror 

the pU!'Posea of a. more det'!.iled aJUlysis. the or(plliz.."I.t1ons of th.e 

commu.nd can be divided as follovlS: (I) hendqm:.rters. (2) depots and 

areas, and (3) the service and mobile units. 
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The headquarters organization consisted of the commandinG General 

and his deputy, essisted by ~ nir inspector, and a group for plan~ 

r.nd ste:bistias. Instea.d of' the traditional A-l to A-4. staff setup, 

the f,;dministration of: iihe command we.s oarried out by five divisions as 

follows: (1) m~intennncel (~) supplYI (3) personnel and trainin~1 
30 

(4) tr:msporte.tion, E...nd (5) administration. This la3t section ViaS 

subdivided into 1.<1. departments of the usual kind f"1Uld on any sizable 

military station, such as finance, judr;e advocate, cheraical 'wl'rf'are, 

ordne,nce, :m.edical" end th0 like. Since their funotiona a.ro usually 

the sema in l:lost llJ1lericron ~ilite.r:,r orge.nize.tions , it is unneoessary to 

d~scribe them in detail. 

The ~einten&nce Division formulated operational and technioal 

plans :for, and executed me,in'tenance, modifiol1tio'l'J.. :repair~ overhaul* 

ond reolemation of' ninth Air Force toclmiot'.l materiel y;hioh ·Wtl.S b9yond 

f'irst or second echelon repair. One of' 'the first tasks of t..his divi­

sion. 'VlaS the modifioation of the P-5l. By December, P-51A f s were 

re~dy for c~b~tl but a delay in the shipment of aircrn£t slowed up 

modification of the P-51B model. Another importEUlt aohievement was 

the inst~llction of an 8S-gallon f'usels~e fuel tank on the fichter 

ple.nes of the lJintl1 .. a tr.sk requiring 500 man-hours of work. Besides 

planes, tho division modified other i"teas includinG 250 Brookhouse 

trnilers for mobile field offioes, and oonstruc"ted 21 mobile flying 
31
 

control units and 10 Glioor-borne mobile repair units.
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!i:he SutI::?ly Division fOr.:lulated 1)lens. end direoted o:?,erations 

C01l1lectcd with. the procureLlent, reoei:JJt. storaGe. and distribution 

of tho comnand l s eQ.ui11ment. Tile or~:url.zation of this division. 

-oattarned af'ter that of the 2is'hth. cons:L:::tad of a control seotion 

uhich s~erv1sed ;?rocurement a,nc1 f'oruulo.ted policies, a United 

::int;dom procurement section \'lh1ch arran~ed for all supplies end ~er-

vioes needed fron the ~ritiSh, and a petroleum section whiCh reco~ended 

pOlicien for tho oontrol of' A1Gh ~riority fuels such as aviation 

(psolino. 

!i:he wide extent of the division's a.ctivities is illustrated 

by a rando~ selection of soma of itG acco~li~~cnts. ~t the re~uest 

of tho TroO!' Oarrier Coz.o..nd, c;q,ui:9me:lt .laS flet U9 for the malnte­

nanco of 200 0-47' s and 0-53' 0. !i:o forestall 8. T)o~gi1Jle shortage of 

oxygon, six portable o:v;:ygen genorators \'191'0 t'.c~ui1'ed, and with tho 

coo;')Gration of PIons and ~r<:dning, arranGements ''lere Da.de for tho 

• .L ti ~ 1 t t t'l-le t 32 I -- ,.,J.D.S I.truc on O,L :!iernonne 0 o}Jorn. e ... genera ors. n J.l0Vetluer 

the division bcg.?.n to set up t:::.b12s of equipment nnd ta.b12s of b~sic 

allo'!:tnnces :for units to be D.ctiV'dted in the theater. :By :Febru:.r~· 

arranc;enents wero cOlllpleted to per::rl.t the issue of initial sU?plies 

to newl;)' arrived units \d. t.lJ.out req'Ui si t1on. ~o tal:e care of the 

ever-present shortaees. nell units t1ere to sena in lists of ita.J.s 

they lo.cl::ed o.t the end of the first 4- weeks, and \-Thero Su.Pr>ly '"laS 

unable to meet de:neJldfl--'t1}1..!ch Wo.s no doubt fre~uent--a system for 
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~e ~ransDortat1on Division controlled all the faai11tie~ of 

the cO:n::1<.."'Uld in the United l:inc;dom for Doving eo.uipI:1ent and personnel 

by air. rail, motor vehicle. endwster. It also controlled the 31st 

Air ~rrolS1)Ort Group "1h1ch a.ssumed. the direction of ferrying J?-51 I S 

to the :'1'inth Air I'orce, usinG Ji'itPter Oommand "ilotf1. 2he 31st 

Group ru.so tm.s to receive a.ll replacements for 0--17 1 s comine into 

the United XinSdom.. ~he gre,,-test problen th:J.t the division ho..d. t'J 
l 

overCO!:1e W[..,S the s!:torta£c of true:::':!, and etll)ecil'\.11y the two-and-a­

ik~l£-ton v~riGty. ~en after obtaininG so~e of' these machines froll 

the tlighth Air i'oreG, it finally beeame necess1'l~' to asoisn only .w 

trucks to truC:= cOtJpiJJlies instead of the 52 authorized.. 34 J;j'ut these 

difficulties did not hold b~e!: the Hork of' moving troops and supplies. 

-:J;]' JenuarJ 1944 the efficiency of the division had reached such a 

point that an entire air depot group, 500 troops and 50,00:) pounds 

of cargo, tias Iloved 'by air a distance of 200 miles in a total tine 

of 6 hours. 35 

To decentre~ize the opar~tions of the co~d. three suborli~ate 

organi::s.tions were set up under the sU])erYisioD. ot IX AFSO Heo.d­

quarters. These wera the :Bc,sa .Air Depot Area and the two Advanced. 

Air Depot Areas. ~he B.U'A \-las la.rgel~~ concemeCi. ldth the distribution 

of sup:oliel:\. It reoeived itoms f'rOlll teo 1nt~..n.oit depots e.t ~orts 

of entry in the United Zint:dotl and routed thew to their final 

desti1:.o.tion ttll'OUC-l1 the cO:n::iC"l.D.d. Und.er the control of the hea.dcfl:arters 

of' the :B.AI1A uore sevorcl i~ort::llt elements in the over-all service 
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or{;wzation. At Dinton 11e.6 th0 Ease Air re:.:,ot which e.eted e,g the 

centr2J. o.e:ryot for ~.ll s'tl;!):!)ly i teI;lS for the l:inth .\ir :iiorce. and 

functioned much li!:e 0, lJl?rvice conrznd .2'ene!'&l de]?ot in the Uni tea. 
36 

Statas. Z'n.El intrensit de!,iot at ~,'a:91e~- COI:lr.lon oontrolled instal1a­

tions nt :3ri.tisb ~ol'ta of entry and mI'1:lorts a.nd channeled oateriel 

2Jld perr:onnel to the !:ase Air Depot and re!>lc.ce:tent control d6]iote. 

In addition to these, there llaS an aircraft Bsze~bly de~ot at iilton 

which as~ewbled P-51'c, ~ Glider ~~c~bly d~ot ~t Crool~ Oo~on, 

37
<md an ~ tion m...-pply clo!)ot at vrovel~- \~ood. 

~he t\'TO Al:J1I1. 1G. \'lhich \'lCre f'orned fron the old .Advanced J..ir 

~e:9ot Aren OODTilO.nU nen.r the cloco of 1943, \lore a. further atte~t 

to 1'e11 eve IX .AriSO Headq;u...-...rters of some burdens and rE:1spons!bili t J-

by decentr"l.lizing o!Jeretions. These neu areas each includett three 

Ta.ct1c::~l .t,.ir De:-rots (!UD) and the er~a hC2dC1uartcr~ acted as a. 

eoordir..ntine; e.n.u. administrative center. .At i'irf.t tAe chain of 

con;:nantl ·~;ont from the Sam ce CO!ll!:l<:'nd ReadQ.Ul'.rtars to the J..ADA IS. 

chd then on dO\1n through the TAD'~. the service gro~s. anll :f'inall~' 

the servioe tcc~s. RO\7ever~ the ~IS found. it di:ff'ioult to s~er-

vi SEc' the sorvice eroU9s HIltl it \/a1'l lator decided to place these unit~ 

(arectl~- under tl:e LID.r:... for administr~tion. nlthoue)l remaining uniteI' 

the !L'AD for teohnic~,l control. It has been pointed out that the 

i1areall concElpt ,~·o.s not strictly Ceov-e.."?hiecl. In further proof of 

this, it is interestinG to notE" thc'.t there rleo.6 a G:?ecialization of 

functions t'lhich <1i:fferent1atecl one AADll.. iron the other. ~e :tir~t 

.A.1l.DA and its three TAD I s serviced. cOl:1ber~, and the :'.lecond \d. th its 
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attendant tacticnl d~oot~ was utilized by fiBQter planee.38 

!rile T.t'ill l s viere unueual orL"ani z!:.tions, md represent a. determined 

effort to adhere to the principle of docentreJ.izcd. opere-tiona. 

Actually. enah 2AD was 11ttle more than a D£J:le for a cor.ibination of 

two air depot g01.l.--PS both of \.hich ,;ere in<le:pcnt:.ent organizations, 

einoe either one could ct any ti~e be transferred from the TAD to 

1'unction on ito Oim. It did not po~sess n. '1/0. n...'ld the senior e:;roU!J 

officer D.utotlaticclly becGlle the depot officer. ~uthoUE;h the ~A1l 

rd.€ht be located on 0. tactienl station, the d~ot comraander "ro.s 

allowed to function 1~~ependently ot the stntion commander. 39 

The orE;anizo.tion of ec.ch air de;9ot ero~ con~hted. of a hee.d­

ll'U.."l.'I"t()r£; :3 depot s~P1:l~ squcc1ron for fourth echelon stor~~ee, issue 

of teclmicul s~2>1ies. and J.;:rocurel:H::nt I <it de-:ot re:?ai r squadron for 

fourth echelon repairf.:;; a mobile reclru:::lntioD. and repair sq\1:'l.dron for 

hCiI1d.ling crashed aircraft in the field; and em orCLnance medi'UD mainte­

nonoe co::wony for procurer~en.t nno. distribution to lower echelons of' 

f';l1,Dplie~. ports. and aSGeI:lblies fOr vehicles. ~his lest unit alflo 

performed third echelon oointenc.nce on vehiclefl anti evac'Uated. thoee 

beyond its conwetence to fourth echolon shops. A ClUartemaster truc~: 

COI:!pooY provided tnms:9ortation. and a qu.o.rtermaster platoon took 

c&re of ordnance needs. 

In addition to these unit El, of uhich thero were two each on 

every TAD. the follo,jing ore;anizo..tions "rere 'Undivid.ea. un!ts asGiened 

to both sroU!>s: a medical s1l2?:->ly plntoon. and ordnnnce de3Jot conpan~. 
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found either as::;ig:u:.:<t tM de90t or to the t.-tctical station'tmere 

the dfJ!:lot nieht be located.«) 

The o!,crations of the ~AD were not intended to 6:lCceed the ac­

tivitie~ of i ts t,~o cor:~onent {;roUJ!s. It was intended to store ~.nd. 

distribute equi:pI:1ent and sun:oli~s to service teems loce.ted on tactic!:'.l 

stations. It tiaG also reS!>onfl1blo for !:l£l.intenance, L1odif'icc.tion. 

repair, overhaul, salve-go, and recle,t1[,tion of equipI:lent uhen this WC'.s 

beyond the C~Il~cit~- of the service teera. As time \'lent on, there uas 

~ tendency for tho T~~rs to beco~e involved in adPinistrative activity 

to a createI' extent th.."Ul had been intended. !i:he ~ functions of 

the or£axlization t>lSre becov..1ng subordinated to tl::.e ~ functions. 

(;;0 check this tendenc;.- and kee:p opere..tions dece.a.treJ.lzed. Headquarters 

IX AFSO issued !~c:;.o 20-12 on 3 l:arch. 41 TJ.11s directive forbade the 

~AD cOI:U::...."l.Ilc1inG o1':t'icer to create a. scpc.rc.te staff or he£;.d~ua.rters 

or~.niz:ation for hiE. depot. He wan rominded that no s~ecial staff 

for the ~AD had ever been contetl?le..tcd, e.nd ,:as instructed to Use the 

:gersonnel of the station CO::::l.:Plf:"nent squaC1.:ron if he needed assictance 

il·2
in running the d~ot.~ It is not possible at ~resent to e~certain 

hou successful this directive \'J:.i.S in keeping the ~AD from beeor.linC; 

an afuliniotrll.tive ~ent e1'• 

Amont) the smaller un!ts the badc ort::anization wa.s the service 

cro~. In tecet:lber 1943 i t ,~'O.s bro1:en into t~:o identical service 

teams for greater efficiency, ~ch one assi~ed to some tactical 

combn.t crou:? 2he sorvice group headqu.crters was located "Ii th one 

of the two teems and consi"ted of a headq1larters antl headquarters 
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(\our:.d.ron. :91un c.c1:dni £. trc.tion. cn[':inecr. !'11;;')!?ly. r:oo.1Ct11. :f'1nr.nce. 

a. :::crvice 0C1:u£.dron, Ollo-hc.li' n clJ.l.r.rtcr:U",2ter truc~: CO_'1"')'.ny t onc-

D. chC::1ic:::.l co!.m~· :Lor air OIH~ri:',tions, onc-u,:>,lf en ordJlLLce =''lini.e­

nOIlce ~nd ::rwiplz,' CO:.i.3'CJl..v. :md fo·.:tr unitt' of a oobilo rcclOl.1,'l.tion rillcl 

I'r; 

rop~ir OC1:u......a.ron.-t.J 

i'lc.:dblC' cler.:.ont of the service grou·J. 'i':il.e iller;. \,as l~rCcl~' ciorived. 

frou n sl::.i1nr or;::;:m:iz;:.tion in the ..;tt;hth ,:'..ir ForcG. In the l;inth tl:.e 

•.JiB. l.mi k t:ero det'liVlo~ to o.id cervice ~<::.u.c.dron2 in the i'iel6.. \Ii t.a 

the spcci~l id€n of o~erLtinG on the Contln(nt ~fter invc~ion r~d in 

the rC"'1.:dr ~')orrjonnel of the [l6rv-lcc squ;:·,tl..ron<; in their re;;u1c.r lIor':; 

,'1til c ninth uni t under the control of the acrvice Grot'.." cO~".!lc1er 

to be sluftcd to oi~her Crou~ ~£ nccded.(4 

l~odific.ntion of nOT; D-irc.ra.ft :Lor coribot continued. to 1:10 one of 

the ~or,t vltcl cctivltio~ of tho co~~~d since the nU4DCT of ne~ 

combc.t ~ro'l17)C beco:rl.nh o~cr[·.tive in the 300Dcr n.nd ::itPtcr CO!;".::Q.ndr 

,;0.:: Clobsolutely controlled by tho nuni::cr of ,1,',UH Tlc.EiE'in;; thro<!J.,..:.:h tlle 

otht)r o.uthoritit s in the ,"..'.2 ""ere 6rea.tl~· concor-.ucd over t!l.e slol:ne::::s 

~5 
~i. tb. uhich corib:..t Tll:-.ncs ~:erc tur!L('(l o·..cr to the ~:inth. - r t "':e.G 

c.s~od. in c:aohinf~ton that too lU.:.'~. :Jlr'..nco vere beinC ir..mobilbcd 

in L1o(iifi~.tion ccntcrr. ~ll1d thi~ i:~~::: c:::.lletl. to crenerel SnUo..1.tz I ntt€::ltion~6 

~r·rr $( ff' ntT~fijr~ r.i"I~\,n~ 
i Jl>' 1 ,,Ii) ~\lJ'~.1 

~ " ,- ~ ~- . .- -- .-- ~ . \#J"' ~'~ITtTf or , IE i ; .
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A livoly exch&le;c of cables resuJ.ted \'lh1ch brought out the fact 

tha.t, dnca General Arnold. ho.d given the Eif;h.th first ];Iriortty on 

10ng-ra.Il[:G fibhter cr~ft t the I~lnth receiVt'd theD only after the 

il1ll!led.inte needs 01' the 3i.ghth httd first been filled. l:ore i~ortantI 

hO"Jever t in d.e1~ling the arrivf~l of ~lD~o$ n-t tactica.l stc.tions woos 

their very uncertain and ·l1ndependc....ble arrival in the theater. In 

Janu..-:ry. 1.093 :glc.n.os ho.d been promised. and t:odi£icE~tion centers were 

adjusted to this oxpected sh1~~ent. Instead of this number. only 

807 ,,;,,ere dolivered, and of thee€! 375 arrived in a. last-oinute rush. 

r:a.turt',ll;~r tht s ~set schedules coll1l,)letelY and greatly delayed the 

47passaGe of cl.rcrci't throuBh the d.epots. In !~ch e. similetl' si tua­

tion threatened when. of the 914 fi@1.ters prooised only 250 lu:.d ar1'1ved 

during the first 2 t'leeks. This time the tables YElre reversed and 

the theater becan to !Jut prefl:::ure on ::a.shinGton to Get the plQJ:'les out. 

"GenerQ,l .Uonold f'in..1.lly cabled in the J.a.n.L~e of des;"oration: l\'1e 

urG doinG our d.atmedest t to su:?:?ly aircraft as re~'I.;tired. 11
48 

rIuch of the codification i'lorl:: vc::: carried out on the P-51 and 

?-38, but attention wo,s a1so oven to iIll9roving the :0-26 and the 

recently arrived .11-20. ::oot i1ll'?ortant o:f' all suah cbanceG was the 

inatallr.tion of jettisonablo £Ul'!1 tanl:s on fighter T-llenes thus e~bling 

them to f1.U'n1sh long-r",,nge escort to the hea-vy bombers. ~he speed 

a.nd efficiency- tdth which this modification was e£feeted so itmressed 

one EnGlish win£: co~der that he ca11ed it the greatest achievement 

of the Americ~ air forces. 
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Such was the orge.nizatioll and functioning of the Air Service 

COI:ll!laIld in the l;inth Air Ji'orcE) during the first 6 Llonths tbt the 

tactical air force spent in 3r1tain. As the end of thn. t period.. 
approached, the comr.;a.nc1. had been a.zd~E'd aome 9J. per cent of its 

euthori zed 61,167 men, and was prepared to pl~y its part in the 

coming invasion. 4.9 
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Oho.pter V 

~a 1':'~pid .::roi"th of the Ianth Air Force, !llus the diverse units 

~hich hcd to be r~pidly incoryorBted into it, created a serious 

traininc problem. :Between October 1943 and April 1944 the perao1".Jlel 

of thi~ organization exoanded from 2,162 to 163,312 men distributed 

l
throueb.out some 980 ttnits. !~y of these units were hasti1~ active-tea. 

in the theater 1'ron recently arrived casuals and therefore suffered 

:trot! a lack of trained peroonnel. 
':I
'" Other grou;ps were tr:.msferred 

directl:.- i'roJ:l ~1J.,~. ~ichth ~'dr roroo. ',:hila the latter wero morel ox­

perienced. their tr.::dnin,: vn,s 'bo,sed on modea or thoud1.t i'ol'ood in a. 

strato~c ~ir force and was not olw~ys ~ppli¢able to the problo~s 

of a. tactical orcan± zo.tion. 3 Soma un! ts arrivine from the Un! ted 

Statos contained. uell-trt},ined s:oecialiBts, "o"l1t ~DY far the t,'l'eater 

n'UJ':lbar \,-ho arrived. in 3ngland could onl~l be descrlbad. as Itra,\'111 from 

n mlit~ !Joint of viet".
4 !i:raininc. therefore. \01::1.9 n. vltnl necessity 

if these heterocrencou~ eleuents were to be forbed into the necess~ry 

degreo of mobility and fle:CLbility required by n tectie~l air force. 

The first ste~ to~mrd the organization of an instructionnl 

!lrogrXl uo.n t::>l:cn. on 8 l!ove::tber 1943. 5 Ji:\ tminine nemorandum of 

that dn.te ordera&. ench co;:;r.:'.nd to provide the traininr; needed. b:r its 

nen o.nd cellod for B. wee::1y reuort on progress. Tr:l.inln~ and 
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O!!erations Section t llinth Air !orce B:cadqu..'1.rters, "m.s to s~')erv1se 

thio ~roerao ~nth speo131 attention to o~ar~tional instruotion. 

Technie31 trQ.inine becr.me tho :?o.rt1c11lo.r tBfft of the IX .Air Service 

Co~~d exc~t for certnin sUbjeots whioh were considered a part 
6 

of IntelliGence o.n.d Horo n:1tur~lz; handled by that section. The 

prime importo.o.ce of mobility 113.~ fully recoeuised, and subselluent 

direct!"lao fro,a headqu..~'l;el"s required th~t all comUlands 'be prepared 

to cova at ~ mo~entls notice and ~.t special mobility oxercises be 

included in aJ.l training prosra.w.s.7 

As inst1"'JJ.ctionnl proceduroD developed. they tended to f'~l into 

two gener31 classes: (1) indoctrination and instruction for officers 

and tlen i:rn:ne,.li[l.tel~" upon arri'7ing and 'Prio~ to :permanent assignment; 

nnd (2) "in Gerviee tl tr!.".ining conducted b;:r the COIJ.-:J...'\D.dr. for the 

benefit of their Olm assigned 'Personnel. The training o£ ne.l nan 

beiSnn illl!':edin.taly upon debo.r~o.tion. uhen the:' \lere handed a. booklet 

entitIed flluf'oI'ID.o.t1on for Incor.d.n.:; U'ni tAj' issued :3 ~iovcaber 1943. 

Thio mcnun.l conte-incd pertinent fnotn on the orcanhe.tion of tho 

liint~ Air Force 3nd s~ecinl info~~~tion on conditions in the 

3 
the~ter. Security lectures for officero ~ero schciuled within 24 

hourG n.fter o.rrival t and ,,;1 thin the first \Tee::: intelliGence officers 

9 
uere SiJnt to on orientation course on intolliBeIlce proc{'clureo. 

For tho oe in 10\101' echelonz pralil'Jinnry trcinin[; ~·'o.s I:lora inte::l­

sive, betui': based. on n 7-d2.y 1:1e~.:: ',1i. th :3. tiinirru.:n of 4·1 hours rerluired 

of ea.ch. man t exclusiva of night flying.10 Ground uni ts received 

imnediate lect'u.ros on nirdroue defense. basic vleapons r~view. 
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:9hysic~l tro.ining, defense £,.gniIlBt para.troops I and defense usainst 

chemi.o,~l nttaet:. 
ll Pilots t Initb.l training dealt 'I1i th genera.l air­

port and loca.l f'ield rules. Dngl1sh :f'1;:linc rules. radio :procedure. 

cpcoial safety instractions, and aircraft recocnition. 12 Siena1 

and cOnDUnicationa personnel received inutruetion in use of message 

centers and radio in tho United ZinC;d.om. Brithh tele.::1hone systems. 

13
and. toleprinter proceduro. 

17aturally the F.AF. with its ex:::>orienced end highly developed 

facili ties. \ta3 of great help to tho ~~inth Air Force and \1.:loS frequently 

cDllea. on to open its s:.oacial schools to A..'!lericon officers and tech­

meians. T;ypical i~ the \v-ay in \'!Aich training for flyinc control 

off'icorf,; was sat~. Z.o.ace officers \Tere first sent to an operating 

RAP station for n fortnigutls orient3tion and Observation of procedures. 

!FJ.1.CD. follo\lcd 6 ~'lee::a t trDininf; at the PAP Flyinc Oontrol School; 

ne.>:t. the men t'lore returned to the "RAil station for 3 wee1:s of o!?ern.­

tional practioo s tollo\lcd hy 0. concludinr; :3 uee?:s at an A.r:£' station. l~ -

Intellicenoo li~~e\lise depend.ed to 0. consid.erable extont on 

:Briti':1h e~oriDnce. plu!,'; some lecturez by Ancricnn int'ltytlctors. U!lon 

re::l.chine the ::luropec:.n The:l.ter. the intelli§.;cnce officer '\'l3.S sent to 

a special indoctrination courso la3tin~ from 4 to 10 days and consist­

15
ing largely of lectures by :British .?D.d ..:moric&J. s:ryec1alists.

Pollot:inc this s he night be sent to any ono of a. numbor of :i3ritish 

schoolo o:genod to Atler1ca.n officers. such /19 the Et~ Intelligence 

School c.t Hinh~d.te I London; tho Central School of Recl)gnition at 
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South:?ort; the l..r.:ourcd Vehicle FiGhting School at Dorset; the 

Prisoner of Uar Sohool in London; and the Oentral Photo Interpreta­

16
tion School at lfu.tlock. Derbyshire. After cOlll;)letinr;	 his prepern.­

tori" traininC;t the ofi'icer would then 'be aSl:Iigned to a unit and would 

contin:llC his tra.ininc at the COill::t..'1.D.d. 1s intellicence school \o.hare 

C01ll"Ges on GUch subj eots as torcot r:t.:9proacb.eo, Geot;ra:>hy. flak, and 

n:eps and map-mo...t:inG "ould bo g.Lv~n. Ar:: the Intell1Gence Rece!Jtion 

liaD.1.:1E'.l stated. lithe field of intelligence trainine h a	 broad one 

17o.nd one in \:h1ch there ca.n h::.rdly be too ouch training. tl 

But the bl"eatont a.'llount of teachinc tJD.S done nftor classification 

and assigIlI:lent by the various com:nands themselves. Onl;{ by an inves­

tiL,atlon of the tra.ininc efforts of ouch or.gt"l.ni~ations CfW. the extent 

and variety of this :!Jrocra.:!l. in the :;'~1nth Air Porce be revealed. 

AU: Service.. CQm;a.·~JU1. The :Bra.dley Plan had envisaged specific. 

3peciali:>:ed service lmit3. carefully orGnni~ed and trained in the 

United Ststes £01' their particular tasks and transported to the 

theator intact and reod;:r for notion. 18 l1ctually. ca.ny ot these units 

,jere not allo''1ed to leave the United States beca.use of insufficient 

training. but since the need for service organizationa wa.s e.cute, 

they were often activated provisiona.lly in the theater and Co.su.:'\ls 

o.sEli~ed to them as fnst ao the:.· were cvailo:ole.19 Th.e~e service 

units rapidly tool!: sllll:OS. therefore. but :frequently they ""ere under-

I:lmllled and o.1r:lO'1t al't'rays lecked. the requisi tie sl:1118 for their 
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difficult tasks. In some cases, recla.sgifia~ttion!lrocedures in the 

the:-ter relioved the sitU?,tion, but the basic need was tor a prograu 

of intensiva trainine throu$hout the co:tltlCt.nd and thi s was soon under­

tnl:en b~~ the Personnel c.nd !i:'raining Division. 

At the end of OCGooer 1943 nen were sent to Eritish salvage units 

for a. 3D-day cO'U.r:"(1 of' salvaCo troinine. Inst:r-.J.ction in tire s:!"ottinG, 

motor veUicle ~aterpr,ofinfl, and nobile reo13m~tion and r~air was 

being {:,-1.ven in va.rious gro~13 by tho 'beeinninz of :707enber. Later 

in tho month. training in minee and booby trape ~as started, but 

inotraction proceeded rather slowly and h~d to be supplemented by 

courses at sone of the i3ritish schools. 20 

On 6 DecoI:loer 1943, Col. Stanton~. S:n1th wes :olaoed at the head 

of e.. ne'l'11y £orn.ed TraininG DIvision in the co~-md. It wa.s divided 

into fOUT troininc sections: (1) physical training, (2) technioa.l 

training, (3) S~4.y t nnd. (4) s~oecia1ist (mill t:1l'Y) training.21 To 

speed. 't1p thin l¥or1:: t mobile to~.::lS of instructors waro instituted who 

traveled fron unit to ~t s~ervisinc instraction znd on!:ing denon­

atrations. ~us Q, travelin~ school of' P-ol maintenance s};lecialiats 

coordinated wor:': in thb fielJ. throuGhout the co:n.":lanct. 22 In order 

to bive equal experience in rOl?z.ir \lor:: to the mobile reclamat10n 

and repair squad.rone: t they lfere rotated thrO"ll£h the va.rious cir depots 

so thl"\.t ea.ch man nieht hr:we an o!lYortuni ty to do his ~articula.r :re!Jmr 

job on an nirpl~e daI:taged in actual combat. 23 
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96~rAL 
In spi to of these efforto I 0. sur"ey of the IX Air Service OOIlllJl:md 

trainine 1'a01lities IlCl.de in Jan~y 19~1 choueu. that only 50 per cent 

24
of the rcctuest 8 for traininc; uere beine oet. Shortly afterwards 

a. sorious shortl.l~o in sheot osto.l tlOr~er~ 'tras rovealed. 25 .AJ.thoiJ6il, 

men were beinG sent to the ~Bic Sheet t1etal School (~ritish) at 

i;eeton for a 9-wce:.: COur3C and 0. special school for sheet meto.l wor:: 

was infltituted Dot each of the tactic~ air depots, this shorta.ge con­

tinued into A:;?ril. 26 Another training survey mde in Ibrch sho\'Ted 

continuing doficiencies, and as a result USS~ fiIh~lly eave the 

IX Service Oon"nOnd a first priority on a.ll o.vailolJle techniC::l.l train­

ing :f~cilitit';)s for tho next 10 "eelts ao t!lP.t an 3dec;ruate slrop11 of 

bacics couJ.d bG trained for dut;{ "lith service un!ts. 27 

Eot'\1i thatandin,r; c1.ifi'iculties. !~ch llas a tlonth of gre~t eX1Jan,­

sion in the oOmI::!nnd 1 s traininG ~rOerarl. An "on-the-job /I trainin~ 

project was st"xted. to Bupplenent the wor:~ of the techn1ca.l schools 

and meet the deficiencies brouGht out by the surveys of January and 

28
Zhrch. On-the-job inat:ruction \10.S offered in such fields as sheet 

metal ,",orlo:. autoI:lotiva equipment mechcnics, ~rcr;;:.ft electrical ,10r:~ I 

and aircraft instrument ~ecinlist wor::. 20 fa~liarizo British e~d 

Arterica.n mechanics td th Allied equipment. reciprocal tr~~inin£ in air­

crait ::::::dnten'lnce WaS introii.ueod. .!rro.nseocnts ,-lore mo,de for a:9"O!'o:d­

oately BOO ~ ~echauics to receive training in the servic1nb of 

American :9J.a.nea. while lao Ali1or1can. technicians racedved instruction 

in the maintenance of British aircraft. au 

'. ~
 
f ~~ n, ( ­H 
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Sone truc~ cO:'1p~es had begun their llbcttle-Yise ll trainins as 

eorly e.s rebrua.ry. 30 In larch add! tional un!ts practiced maneu"vers 

and received instructions in -prcpnrntion for D-day. On. 15-16 liarcb. 

a a:9ccial series o£ lectures on overseas movement was etven to all 

un! t co::unn.nders and 8_4' s. ~he folloldnC sUbject s were covered: 31 

1.	 Proole::1s involved in :plromin~ an overseas !:lovement. 
Jrigndier Genoral. Riddell (:riti/;h \7~r Offioe) 

:3.	 T:ro.ns:.'::lortation :1/roble:1s involved in 0 s:o.ort sea vO:"ege. 
BriGadier General Posa (60S) 

3.	 Air Oorps supply sy-atem in ('\. far-shore !:ove!n.ent. l~jor 

Grunder (Plans, Hq. IXA:iSO) 
4.	 LcndiIl2: craft and their use. Colonol Henriques (3ri tish 

J\r~. Troop Ooromcnd) 
5.	 Prep~('.tion of u.ni ts DJld orL;a11izo.tions for overseE.s 

move:lent. Lieutenant Colonel Green tIXA.Fi:JC) 

exercise for all conmands in the p.u.teJ:y.lroofins o.nd land.1ng of Dotor 

vehicles. This exerci.so, \';hich began on 19 .k9ril and continued for 

32several wee~s, involved 56 units, 667 vehicles, and 2,668 men. 

'the hiatoriC<.'1.1 officer (;1ves an o.ccount of a. t:'1?ic;!.l "run" wMch he 

~rltnessed durinc tho e~orcit\c. !;:ae pD.rticu1~ unit which he observed 

''laS sent to a marshalling area 15 niles \'lest of SoutMs.l:IPton. O:;:ile 

firnt dD.y \''Q,S Splilnt in \ratchins the wa.terproof'1ng of other vehicles, 

and tho next do.y the group "tTOnt into netion. ...'\.fter beinG loaded. on 

LOT IS a.t the P.0Y::l.l 1:oc:: t tho 'Wlits ,;ere moved clo"..m, tho coa.st in the 

roominG mld e..ncmored offshore in n:oout 3 feet of Hater. The vehicleiil­

then slid do·..m the g.mZ :91an!:s and plo~,rcd throU['jh. the surf to the 

beo.ch. 33 ]'1'00 this trainin& exorcise it l.ra-a learned thn.t r:.cny units 

were not yet feIdlicr ~nth ~roeedurez in prep~ation for overseas 

I • 

...__	 'i"'IO,~.............
~ I. "I L •.... 
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::ovo:::ent and (?, uide~reE'd ::n",:lco:!e	 wn.s !':',till to be 
'7}, 

c.chievetl• .;I- .:UthouCh nro.eh h:"o. been clone b~~ the I:-: Service Co::nr.:c.n.d. 

~ 2..urr1Qr QOfJit[,n\1. Adde frO:l the cvacu''1.tion of 'Q:"ticnts £ro~ 

northern Irelcnd and somG i're1t;b.t tran!'f.:1orta.tion, the ~roop O~,rr1er 

Con::;~d. en.:·t~eed in. pri:'.cticnlly no o:p;?rf">tion~ until :D-:1ay. I:.nd this 

Gl,ve the.::: Q.!l. a.c.1v:.nto£o in trc.ininc not sh.':\1'ed. ·0J' other oromiz~tion.o. 

It Day be ocud th~t frau its acti~ation until 6 June 1944 the entire 

histor".r· of' tho CO~ tras If!.rge1~- one of tra1nin~. 

DurinG liOV9::tbe1" 1943 a prelirdn:'tr;,~ tri~ to r~orth Africa. \>,,~s 

made b;;r :51":1.::;. Ge:J.. :B. F. Giles c-:.nd a. g:ro~ of officers to study the 

t10r::t of th.e 2roop Carrior Cor:r.;nnd there. S?lccbl attention 'tl~~S :r>ai.d 

to units enJ\t;ed in tr~ninf; m.o.neuvers in701vin£ Iaree-scBle ;:;11(,,('1' 

exercif f'~ t 35 end s1::1l1E'.r o:gerc.tiont! were ID,te:r i:n.troc.uced in :;;nL:l~.nd.. 

A fid~ order of 9 :~OV(l:n.bBr 1943 ordereD tho EOth ·.Tine to ~dorte;:i? 

i'ull-!:'cclc trdninc; r.:Ul2'dons I Z6 2nd on 18 ~Jo~enbe:r troo!> corriers and 

cliCicrE of the wlnc oc.rried the lO~st Airborne ::roops in a rehl!&I'sal 

37
of crosz-Ch.:.nIlcl onortc,tionE. 

:;tF. I14;.D.J' at the 1Jc.ttlc teclmiqucs of t'.ir trans:,ortation 0.::; 1;fossi"ole. 

~l:e directivo :for these :nc.neuver{! !)rescribed the f'ollo111nb regu,lf';tions: 

1.	 ~[-thfina.er Dircr.?f't and eround crews to e.n"loy FIr. CrJ'!)ton 
liLlltfi, Delt~~ lifnts, s:::oke bor:,bo, coloreo. flare:::, AJ.dis 
lr.::ro:;: I e.ncl Ve~~ ~i~tols. 
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2.	 Sllio~e to 06 l~id by ~ircr~ft cov~riLL the ap~ro~dhes to 
cerrier "i)lLm.F:H:" anc.l b.ndin~s of :!n.~rr.troo:nz and €..liderf!. 

3.	 0.:'ort.tions to emIlloy coubinec1 purntroops ::.nd. L:liders. 
i.e. tu~r, crrr~~~~ n~rntrooperr.. N8
 
17i~:At re-suppl;r misdons to be underk~:cn."'\
 

Pc~er ~fZ en~ec anti exercisos auring the nonth rovee2ed a neoc1 £01' 

~ore	 cfflci~nt ~t~ff ylexmins. cetter conwLUdontion~. end in General. 
39 

i.'ore pr~~ctlce in f,11 o:gert','i.loufJ connected i-ri th cirborne l.md!ngs. 

I1.'U'in[' the conctant pa.rE'.troop !'.ncJ slider trDinint~ excrcise~. the ~r 

of 20 Dece::.ocr 194.3 ~tr:.nds out e.s biGtoric:llly i~ortcnt sincE' the 

con;t~dl~ firot £enuine o~erational r~psion took pl~ce on thnt date. 

!:Z;:o :!>lanes of the cOl:l;l;aD,d evncu.:r:,tE'd 'l?c.ti € 'nh fro::1 ~~.,~[\berr:.~. Irelt".nd, 

to !'ersllore. 2rJ.<Zld.~O Henceforth, the~e trips uerG a reDllcx i'ee.ture 

of: !Lroo;) Oarrier COrJl1c.ntl l r. nctivitiGS. 

tous End :or:.1"O':{;1'OO:9 drop;; wert;' continueCl in Janut'.r~: nnd :rebruar~· 0"£ 

194(.,.~1 ~iith tho o.dnn.t of fj1itP.tl~· -Dotter tre::tther in :n.rch. as Hell 

12S QJl increa.se in 1."Wits and perf-onnel. trainine; in the COIll.:ltl:ld ';as 

excellent iae~ ot ~roo~ Oarrier traininb ~ctivitieg at tbie tiue: 

2 I!o.rch: 12 ojc a,ncl one PC'.thf'inQ.(~r v.{ 0 in night :!?or~>~troo:p 
drO.fj (troopors sinuJ.:::~tea.) 

3 Harch: 12 2/a \1i th other sq:uc::.dro~i.s in c. re-sU?;lply mE-~i on 
7 :brch: a a/a forr~tion f1yin~. two hOUXR thirty seconds 

12 :!9.rch: ~c.rl?troo:!> .1'Uot!?: 79 troo:oers 
15 ::Orob.: 13 0./ Co in pCLI'CtdrOp mission; m3 troo!?~ ~.nd 79 

!J3.r~'.:9{":,d:.:n 

2D !!c.rch: :!?C.X[1.drcp 1.1. th encineers end SOLle Lxi tish unik 
Z3 l:Crch: IilGnUUVers end ,x1.Tccll'o:>J:::: for OhurciJ.il1 t :cisenhouer I 

r..nd touestf: 
£5 l!arch:	 11 c/o in B cro'Uj) I.rl.~r.iont droppin€,; 123 troops. 3 

Ilortars. 1 bugQT. and 2 "bundles of rock--n tot&l of 
900 )'1ow:ds 
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!ale \'lings cnrried on exerais('E' 1'iith larger units. Gn 15 I~rch. 

come EO :nla.nes 'OC'.rtici)?a.ted in oxercif"e r,:'liP.US:;: d.th the 6th Airborne 

Livision of the Eorne Forces (British). At 2000 3ritiih Stendnrd Tine. 

the aircrc.ft tOOt: off and flo.; to the dro9y il1G area near ::lnterbourne 

Stol:ea where unite; wore f.luccessfully dropned. ~\.lti tude \ro.f! 500 to 

300 f8et \lith a. j'\lttOinf: s:gecd of 110 tlileB per hour. !J:he exercise 

took ~lac~ on ~ ver~ df~r~ ni[~t ~nth no vi~ible hori~on, an~ althouGn 

the (;.roppin& !!:one ,;os liGhted "lith c lJ~jl of white lieJ1h. this could. 

[,'"uided the plOJloS to the )'1'0:0 0 1' D.rea.4.3 On 20 r:arch o.n 'Wl'llsue.ll;}· 

msziye opcrc.tion occurred iIl\"Olvi~ 279 pl£.D.e~ anD. lE4 Eor~o. r;liders; 

clthougu tho pl<~ct reaChed the droppinG zone, conditions there ~re­

vented ju...'OpinC...
ilA 

'& 

ZUese tr~ininb operction~ r~ve~16d tr~~t the need for extenoive 

prBctice in airborne novecents l~S ~till great. rurinS the first 

4 c12y£ of Harch, the 530. TrooD Oarrier \:inC re.n three tlissions. <::.11 

of which were ~dj~Ged un~cces~fu1.45 On a bundle-dro~~1nB Disr.ion 

46
10 1MCh, the 434:th GrotlV cOli.:rnleteljr r.liSECd the tEtl'c;et. while a 

47Glider misdon ". fe\" ~'F: later sho"ed Tloor diF:oer~al of £lider6.

In .A.'l)ril. training o'l)oro.tionn \lere c.re~tly extended. Incrl?e.Elsd 

numbers of nirbon.e tro0:9s. both elider I:nd 1')grt chute. were deliverea 

to droppinG are.:l.S in dn:,~ and niCht m<?.n.euvers. 46 Technio.ues ee;e,cciall~­

e~hagized in the acceler~ted treining of the comr,and were for~,tion 

-,,~_ .• ----. ~~ 

..... _.~ ----.=--s - -"~.. '" ~ - - -.... ­

It' " 
,t, '.' 

r 
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fliGht~, ta::e--:>ii'::; aLa. l{J..ntUnt;s with overloc.ds, d.ead rec:o::onini::, and 

19 
rtscent rnd d.eccent throu;::h the overeD-st. - ~:ith the establishment 

of a !X ~roo~ Carrier Advanced Re~do.uarters at Station 456, it 

,;a.s o.3'pc.rent to all tbt the [;00.1 of their treinin[; efforts was not 

fa.r oft. 

riGhter CQr'w"l".n.nd• ::;:0 stb:'ulnte the interest of the men of the :Fighter 

COn:rJ.and in trninin[, exerCiS€6. the exore~sion "combat drill II t>JaE 

ouestitutcd :for the over-'uorkeiJ. and un:9opula.r tarr:. "traininG." Direc­

tive~ for CODOn.t drill "mrf1 thlm i£sued in the forn of field orc1ers 

to hoighten the illusion of com·oat activi ties. 50 On Z~ lloveubor :1.943 I 

exercise :aik,l~S i:ac hale:.. to train hc~Q.<1u.arterr1 porsonnel in setting 'WI 

end. opera.tinG 0. field cor.m.",nd :oost. liurinl; the exercisE? ~si:; .,laS 

pl~ce~ on Dobility ana effective comDUnications. ~ercise ~r.o~OLOUD 

,>"las tr..e 3PJ'l'opl'iate name l:;'van to an o)ieratio.n for the. training of the 

team o:f five ~'le::~thsr -llIlih in tho field. ~:or:':cd the \'lec.ther net b;y rt'.dio 

ond.. b~.. :orovl<ii:ng weather serYWlce for for,'ard echelon Oil' force uni t£. 

t · b'ehJ.na. an edvrmci n6 cor.tb~ .l.I'ont. 51ei:::ule.ted \fef.thor uni t o:ocrc. J.on~ ~ t .L' 

20 ~"::c the coor.mn.d ,;lOoile for field operation!:: with [;Tound 

forcer" a mo'oi1e Cl;'orations tea:;. wc.z created VO'JG 28 ~7ovem.bcr under 

Lt. 001. ?.r,¥ J. Stea.:er. This was not so .!ll.uch ~. se:?o.ra.te ori,-ani za.tion 

e.s it was a Do·ollo for\>;ard echelon of headQ.U[:.rtere. It lias made up 

of a c~dre of 16 officers an~ ~. Den. re~rescnting the steff oections 

of he<::.d~lUD.rter~ tlu,t were concernr d \11th operations. ~o s1:crulLte fiC'ld 

conditions. the IlrIobile 0:96," e.z it .,:~~~s called, sot up Ce.n:I.9 in the 
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;'1000." e.dJacent to t~e :!iddle ~:cl.101? e.irdro:::a, \':J.tn. o:f'ficerf1 livir.g 

in vcns, o..nc'i enli~tcd men in tc:nts. :'ne teat:! "Ja.s cor.wlctel:r self­

rui'ficient \;ith its avo. l::l.tchen anu.. t:ruC:A;;S. I'Ul'ing December, the 

r:obile c-ps s!,cnt !lost of its tine ~ouild.inG cOJlp, hetting its eQ.uip­

1:;2
J:>ent. organizinG its sections. o.nil. treininc '!lersonnel .... 

:.-1 th tho coo!lert~t1on of both the Eighth .ol.ir ~'orce and the 

RAJ;'. trf'..inint: for fiC-.hter J)1lots-: was institutE:d enrl~- in :~ovell1ber. 

On the 5th. one of the traininG officers of the 2ighth vis!ted 

::inth 3'iGhter Headquarters to assi ~,t in setting U'l') n system sioilo,r 

to that used by the ~ghth.53 The basic trp~ning oenorandum ~rovided 

l'or !,ilot inctr".:Lct:1on in !Ja:fl reading, p./~ :r>rocadure an,l homing 

:.nractice, :f'orm"tion fiyinf;, instr1.Jtlent fl:,'"inG, in<1ividua.1 stern 

r,earch fOTill.'-:.tions, cloud flyinG' air-to-air firing. squadron for!l:.?tions, 

~6h-altitude cli~b to 30.G~O feet, low ilvinG, bombing ~rectico, 

54
ni{)lt flyin.;. c.na. rendezvous ::rl.ssions. 

Ground school training in tile eorer...iund specifically required 

clooscs in ro.rdro:oe oontrol, cdr-sea. rescue, di:n€;he~~ drill, aecurity, 
55

studJ of I::osnics, and :'lri soner of W~ interrocn.tion. lT2.vi(Ftors 

~eteorolobY, shootinG techni~ues, c~nnon, machine ~G an~ ammunition, 

an~ nyroteehnics. C6 

Intellit.:'ence trnininc in the Fi(;h.ter Oor.r:'-e"lJl.'; stressed briefing 

ofvnrious t~~es of nissions, anu numerous officers were sent to the 

.1
~-~17::'+1-

• Dr 
Is :J PI 
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E1DQth ~i£hter Oo~~nd Orientp.tion School nnd the P~ ~nca~& and 

:L::-vo.sion Sohoo1 nt I:ir..n['P.te, "'hero GUcil subjeots o.s seourity. i.>riefine. 

ceoer~oay. urisonors, recoe,nition. combat re~ortSt orc,anization of the 

67P..ti.:E', r:.nd oreanization of the c-lS "lore studied. "i.fter this thorout.h 

J)I'e:;.rcrr.t1on, intell1t.:enoe officers uere allo'.,teC!. a ,,;ee::' S observa.tion 

period. at an 3iBhtb. Air :Force station 'before 'boinG assi en.cd to a 17inth 

i'ic;hte,r unit. 53 

Ot:int; to a M.ort&~e of IIreconu :p11ot~. it "as considered. del:Ciraole 

to eiva this traininc to i'idtter pilots ..,.ho could "be used in recon­

na.1 ssance l'lhen neoessc.l"J. J)-ar1ng Pebru.."'.I'~~ end :fu.rcb. men tro:n tl:.c 

l;ighte-r OO.llllU\.Il.U. \lare pont to a speoial sohool at Station 4-19 with 

pilots of the 67th ~nctico.l :tcconnc.i S£lance Group as instruotorr.. ~he 

l:1u'bject I:l:?tter covered Included ~y reading, lo,t. and meditun-level 

D.Q.vir,a,t1oIl. basic orGani~at1on of eneo;:t forces and. their tactics. 

organization of the U. S. Army. accurate reportin{; of TIp. :ni11'.zions, 

and t[~ctics of reconn:U.Esance mssions. One fi{;b.tEJr pilot from each 

~qundron was to ile assigned to this school, and "oe&;inninE; vnth ?obrt:.2T~· 

i t ~TaS e~ccted to train a r:1iniJMUlZl 0:£ siT. pilots per course. ~he 

pilot£' in trainin{; Here e:q;>octed to furni sh their own planes and 

59 
erc\! chiefs. 

~he c'Q;Iorience of the lTinth Air :2orce in the raddle :;~st and of 

the 5:\lelfth in lIorth Africa h..~d oho'lv"ll the gce.t value or air-ground 

coo!)erc..tion. At n cor.':Oarctivcly enrl~- period. in the history of the 

IX 3fi[;hter Oo:r:c.n.Ci., prep3.r::'.tion was Il1e.cle for both theoretical nnd}n'.cticd 
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-

training. in these to.ctiet. At l~inth Heedq'O..'"!.rtern t A-3 Cl.l·rc.n~ed a. 

o£rlos oi' £:hort lecture COllrr.eD. Six of thoDE: were Given throughout 

:December of 194.3 vnd Jc:n1mry cmd :E'eb~ry of 194-:.; 60 the~~ uere 

attended. b;}~ officero from 17inth Air :::'orco I1eaclC}.'I:OI'ters an~ the 

cor:::cc.nd headque.rterr t COI:4,,,'onc1inG Genere~s of 001'1='£1 and divisions of: 

the cround foreeo. r:pccia.lly selected staff officer~toil' lic.ifion 

officers J ana. various ::07 u. S. 17o.v~t ::mu P..A,3' personnel.61 T".ae course 

c1ven 24-Z5 Jnn14'uT 1944 is es:gecia.ll~;- sicnif'icant • not only because 

of tho diversified subj eet mttcr, but also 'because of the imposing 

IIfacuJ.t~-lI that gO-ve thG lecturoD: 

1I0rigin and 1'010 of the liinth ~Ur :::'orce ,II Lt. Gen. Let:ilS 
H. BrerGton 

rt~o princi:91eB of dr auy:port.lI Lieutenant Oolonel 
Iarocquo 

U!IJhe orumiza.tion and operc.tion 01' the .Ur Su:oport 
OOJm:J..'Uld, II : ~j • C-Gn. :;]. R. (.nosedn 

UFunctioninc of ra.thr in air sU:9port. Il Lieutenant 
Colonel thrlo.nd 

"PiGhter end fiD::tterjbo:foer operations ,If Colonel ste~er 

lI~a orco.nizc.tion o.n.d opGr~~tion of mcdiUtl bombo.rdn:antt H 

BriG_ Gen. &"Ui1Uel :J. Anderson 

lI!I",a,o orQ1nisation o.na. OpEIrl:~tion of' the Airborne Divi:;!ion, II 
laj.. Gen. ~in. O. Lee 

liThe orcr.nization emd oper.:'.tion gf the ~roop Oa.rrier 
Co:nmo.nd,1I Bris> Gen.. B. F. Giles 2 

I·:ennt,:hile. act'lml trainin(; in l1ir-ero"l."lLd. tactics wag being 

carried on at ~lmo~t tho s~e tioe ~t tho tcctic~l stations. Eric. 

Gen. Elwood R. ~uesadn set u9 a trnining courze in bombing for ficnter 

:1.( r' -"..- i --- ~~~F~ 
~ I ~" ~ ­

':Tr tI" ;r: -.- .i ., :iirW?l~)':-: 2 :I 
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pl1ot~ o.s 0. prelinin.--..ry to usine SO!r.El fighter uni tl:'. as fichter-

LJonberr.. !i:he cource ca.lled :for t\·,o wea.:s of concentrated boubinG 

precticc :!Jor to.ctic::l.l GroU3l. mch :!>i1ot \m.s to GO on five dive­

nnd five lOll-level bombing mim::iono: aIle]. 6o.ch squadron was to unc.er­
63 

tc.:>:e three dive- or f.'~iao-bonii:linr; nisfC.ions as a unit. SOOEl di:f.'£i­

cUltier: \Tere encountered. in CElttinc fic;htar GT0U!>s off -oombar-as-cort 

Dissions lone:; enou;Sh to undertake this trcininc, but at luet some 

uere ralcaGed, cnc in :=arch ond Ayril instru.ctions proceeded. a:?pro::.::i­

no.tel~" e..s scheduled, ,;1 th the 365th I'idJ,ter Group the :f'1rst unit to 
64 

be given the cource. 

The D.rriv~l of the 4Z2d. 17i@lt :Fit;hter SCJ..'lU~dron pOl::ed 0. difficult 

prol)lcl:1 for the :Plchtcr Oo:::r;::c.nd dnca tho lTinth hn.cl encaged in no 

ni(;ht o:perntions nfter ren.ching !JlgIUld. l!..rra.nCe.mcnts "tere finally 

ca.de fo'!' em :r...~ liai.:;:on staff of o;:;:ycrienced nidJ.t fie;hters to be 

attac~ed to the squadron durinG ita trcininGperiod, and this 

·65 
assi~tance ~roved to oe of creat oenefit, 

In !brch the co::m::;ond czta.bliched clo~cr rE·le.tions with the 

~\'lelfth .Air I'orce in Itetly in ordar to brine into its trainins the 

66
lesEons of nctu::.1 battle e:.Q?or1ence in ro.r-grouz:d coo:,pero.t1on. 

OffiaarE of' thl:' IX' ::i"idlter OOrJ!i":md 1101"0 cent to Italy to obsorve 

treininc_ ~~t?cbll~ ic:?orknt in thi:" conn£'~tion ·,ms the ~:i.ll:?iold 

School for lO~l a.thc:':. ~is tl'.:.dninb centor "e.s 0. 3r1 l:ish institution 

used by the .l'Ulle~l !:::r;leditiolU~r.f .Ur !'orce to ""Tor:~ out the be.:st tactics 

.... ~-'"'-"=~-'-

'.'I1..... --il' ,,'!'II,~.., 
~ .......-=... _ J r~n. 

- JiL' " • i!' 1" v-v~ 
f-
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Italic.n thea.tor to serve o.!3 instructors, zmd. when the first lU;lerican 

tr-",inec:i bcean to arrl-,ra in l~rch they ','lere placod under the COUltiWld. 

of aol.~\rthur Snli~bury. n bo~bo.rdment axne~t brouCht to the school 

to act 0.0 ad.viGor on figi::r.tcr bOJ:loing. :71nth Fig1J.t~r pilots studied. 

princ:lpleo of bor.ibing, and ran practice J:l.icc1ons a.ga.1nst bridijes. 

on convoys. After er-.ch Ildr;t run, if l1. crt tlque \·]ould be held at \-;Meb. 

the pilott3 tlould diseucn the t::l.cties of the nission rold point out 

mistake~ that had been m~de. PilotR selected for thi~ school ~ere 

usunlly eenior Groun o~oro.tionc officers, s~~dron co~dero, cnd 

flight le=tders. Clnt1::1os i10rc to lcnt ~bout 3 uea:g ,;1 th nJ)nro:tiDrttel~­

60 pilots in a clnss. G? 

5:raining 1'TeloS inten~ii'icd ,:ith the arri7n1 of bettor ';eather in 

..~ril. l ..s run~. un! tz as couJ.d be relec.sed. froll current o:per~tlone: 

practiced clivo and blide bOl.lbin&:. lou-level nttnckn , reconnaisso.nce. 

niGht fl~~nCt 10,1-10vel n~vlb~tion) continuous ~ntrol convoys, end 

13:101:0 lc..vinS.68 Serious cnone trouble in the P-38 t a, hOl'ICver. re­

tnrded to a con.siderable extent tho trcinine ot the 370th Fighter 

'Jrou:.? 69 5:'he 4.22d and 423d 17i6J,t FiGhter Sq:u.:~drons suffered an. e....en 

~ora s~riou~ han'lic~:.? in their trainine activitip.s: they had no 

Dlonor.. nor h-~a. any inaic~t1on been r~cei~1d fro~ the Un1te~ States 

o.s	 to ,,,,hen Qddi tional ni[")lt :fl~n~ £l,ircr[l,f't "auld be; f'orthco::UnG. 70 

B;-{ the mid.dle of A:?ril the initi~l phtl.C'le of :'ir,hter OOr:ll1CD.d. 
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traininc, w~s over; howeV0r. in-3~r~~ce and on-the-job instrnction 

in r.u~~: subjects continued, and :!)le.ns were made to continue this 

~lJl1?.9L Q.Qfrns':m9.. Odor; to the fr.ct th t the 98th 30;:(b::'l.rdr:J.ent ',Tinr; 

(formerl;:.- tha 3d :f:!O:'li:ll".rdrte::J.t ::in"', or: I I I l~lr SU"):?ort CO:l':U~d) had. 

H... Dli 71been operation:l.l since ......y 1.. _3. extensJ.70 trainine in the D. 

30u'ber C~:J>.l.."Uld did not beGin until the ~rriV(II of relo.ti'Vclyo inex­

perlcnced. un! t3. The bo..slc directi-,e for trdniui,; 'Pas issued 15 

:necem"ber 19':3 to C078r the period fro:l 1 Januar.r to 28 :Febru.ar~· 

721944.. Th.e :"UI'J?0se of the direct17c \-las to 

serve as a guide for un!t cor.uaanders in surtaining trr.dnins in 
conjunction ~Ii th. ana. in i'urth(~r:.nce of actual o:,r>er::::.tions. It 
proscribes training req:uirfi)::lonh which I:rU.'Jt tl6 underta.'cen b~ 

3J..l units 'lI')on co::mlotion of tho trainillG ·orcscrioed in ;'7inth 
30.u1ber Oo~d : le~ornndU!:l 50-3. 4 rebru.D..r~·- 1943. 73 

Bomber cre'.:s \1erO to !:lake e.J.1 posd ole use of LiD1~ nne'\. w:\rious other 

Combr>..t \dn~ co~ders \']01'e to hc.vo General su;;Jervi~ion 0'701' t1'c1ning. 

but tlost of the ~·or:~ ~:a:l oarrlcLL on in thE' {;1"o'.J:,?s b~~ srot..'!' training 

sections, co~~o~ed of nine offinars 2nd 29 cnlisGed nen ench. 74 

Under the s~ervis1on of theGc sections, an atte~rot wcs made to 

(is, and r~dio OP'3ro.tors 80 hours. ~o c~lled. for ey tha old :~1ntl1M

75
:Bomber Ooo.-n::l.!l1. trainin..:; direct!va. On 17 Decc:::ber 19'~3, c basic 

gunner~' pro!::;rau 1,'Q.S ~et U!' vi th n. defi n:i tion of oinimu..1 £".mner:; 

requirellents for ::>o..rticlp,....tion in co.:foGt mis::-ions. ~ms \'l00S to 
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l:et-.T uni ts beam to) arrive in increasinz numbers after the first 

of tho ~~eo.r, 77 and. sinoe the:.~ uere u:n.ir:l.mi1b.r \lith f1~'in{; techniqueiJ 

in the th9:J.ter, various tra1n1n.=; oeno1'.:mda. "Jere hurriedlY l'ubli~hed 

by the cor..r.nnd to acqw.:dnt the ne;·, officers ui th the needed inf'ol'm­

tion. Tl"oininZ ~~O;.l:>l·c.na.UlJ. 50-3, d..'"\ted 30 J:m.w~:t":' 19·14. cover:;,d e;round 

trf'inin.:;. :Brl ti sh flying procedure0 I and forma. tioD. flying; 78 nne. for 

the benefit of no.vi&atorB t E:.ll proolo:.1S connected ,:1 th navig2..tion 

in the the:lter Hore fUlly covered in :1euo 5:l-7--c. J:lO.nUt:l.l of 71 

79pageD. 

::aut pUblications alone do not const!tute n. trfdning :!,roeran. 

:701' o·.~,erntions as cOr.r:.?llc~,tecl o.nc1 invo1vod e.s [Lerl:~l bOJ1"o2,rd!!:.ent. 

intcnRiye orep{\!"1tion in Q!Jecialized ocb.ools is essentieJ., and. for 

this the IX JOJ:lber Coru':""l.!ld turned to the 2J~. The 3ritish Oentral 

Gunnery School ~~t Sutton :3rid.:;e o:rrared one com'se :c'or pilots and 

another for fla~ible sunner~; it t1~S ho~ed t~~t ~ll gunnery officers 

of tho :7inth Air ::;'01'08 ','ould have recoived traininG there bZ' the 

80 
onu o~ ~~r1l. ~c ~ School of ~ Ooopcrction offered courses 

S1:md Anllerr.on \lore nI:10n.:; thnse \tho attended. - The Air-Sea Rescue 

Sohool nt 3ln~~ool and tho Oentral llicAt Vision Sc~ool et C~)e1' 

Heyford. '>.:Jere c:W.so l1vuil:.ble to a sa",ll nwuber of Ar..eric».ns. ilia 
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S'1)ccieJ.ized Inotruct'Jrs I School of Lo\] }..ttne: nt ~~ll:fiBld. I\lthOllJjl 

l?rGclc~ devotod to fie;hter-·oo:nbor problem::, was also uti1i~cd b~· 

OO!'1C of the IX :'::otloer Com.t..,"Uld 'bec<l.use of i tEl instru.ction in 10'i1­

82
level bo~bcr~~ent. 

::s~- the end of Ja.n1.'!....t.r~· 19"'",4 tr.::.inine in the CO::Jl'lancl. w~s so ad-

could 'be underto.':en in sU1'J!,ort of nss::.ult troops estc:ol1shint:: a 

'bee~chhe:1d o,£'\.\inst D. theorotic~,l eneN:,-. Sla:oton 3311dc. Devonshire • 

• ~ h . 83 was frequentl~ us~u ~or t eGe o~erct10ns. 

lJ. tro.ininc :~;"l1!'7~;T mc.de in ~:arch, >then traininG hc.d been in 

effect a:oout :3 month.s, showed tlL'-',t p1'o;:,.e:;;8 U,3,S being I:l:?de vi. th the 

older £;r01J!>t:l ·out not ahu?..ys ,-rlth the ne",e1' crriwJ.ls. Oo~bat e1'eilS 

just bceoue oporo.tiono.l \rare not yet s':)lidi£ied int~ sClooth-\!orldng, 
84tea.:::s. Gunnors needed greuter fnIJilinrity vi th the zone systel.1 of 

firin[;, ;,md ne:: radio o·,)oro.tors had not yet fuJ.l;;r ffi3.stered the co(~lex 

85
d.:;n2.1 sct-U9 in the area. The !'el·fome.nce of inexperienced flight 

and box lecders ~ms considered unB~tisfc.ctory. ana co~nn~ headouoxters 

uas concemed over a nlOi'rered level of' :proficie~c:r'l in bOl:lbin& 
86 

oper~tiong. A~parently o~erations w~ro cuttinG too extensively into 

trainine:, and to counterr.:.ct thi.s, rt.uth:>rit~' \·m.s obtn.incd fran ~~inth 

Air ~oreEl He:tdquarters on 9 l:a.rcil to reduce the 1')reasure on indi­

via.u.."l.1. 3-26 ereus. Henceforth. onl:,' 3G lJ,ircraft ucre to be airborne 

0.ttC.C::, &~ bomberc r:d~t be used. Sevanty-:five l}lHnor, uero set as 

~ 
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:901icy 'las follo~lecl throushout the month exce"?t for tho nission 
87 

s.[;ainst Ijmuiden on 26 !·it."roo 1944. 

~he results of this opera.tion cau~ed tJ, certain amount or dis-

c;?)oint:r.cnt at l;intb. ;"ir Porce B:eo.dqunrters. !rho attac~: ho.a. been 

J:l.."\d.e in cre~t force n.~cdnst German :J-"bont 'Dens t and 34-: !~rauders 

hc.."a ;"articioatcc1.. later photo reconn.:"\isso.nce revealed th.:,t the a,!:j.ount 

of a..''..t:n.ge t~tS not D.r:\ brent as h...r:d boe::J. antlci2:l.ted.. :;:'.a.c pens ~'1ero not 

seriously cl"..r.:.'1.:;ed. nnci t' coffordam ne~!..!'...I~l lr.c.S not oroLcbei in s'l1ite 

s:~ 
of receiving fo"ax dir~ct hits. l~tor the effort e~endea. to brinG 

cbout a neutralization of the t[trsat. Generul 3rereton reque~teu tlk~t 

the :Solllber OOIJ.-::anc1 Ul'lQ.Grtn:~e nn. investig-':1tion of errors made durinG 

89the a.ttc.c::. 

2"'.n.e results of the inquir:..· sho~;ed tl1....t incorrect wind dAt::.. plus 

the failuro of th.e le,:.d. bOuloardiora to recheck their meteorolor;ical 

inforIr~\.tion uhile nC':l.I'ing the tc..rget t wore prime onuses of t.he bO!:lb­

1n.c; fr:.iluro. Other fa.ctor::; were n lad: of coordination amone ne;;;bers 

of inUividu....l creilS t n. sl:1c':enin:; of concentration ~1h.en the ~:c~.tiJ.cr 

90Good. rmd hlU'ried [Ln"". incufficient l)om'b runs. 

Ls a rasult of thiF< mis~ion. it is not surprisinc t~tt Head­

C'.Ut:U'ters. : inth Air Porco de!:k--m<led 11 ... f'irct T'riori t~T on e....;,·Ur.;bt 

•.bonOlUC T,lr:1ct":LCO. l
191 

Henceforth. IX ~o;'lber Con,iJ1r'.nd required th~.t 

stri9 ,.,hotoer;:;.:phs of bO::lbinG runs be turned i nta heCl.dq'lUlrters d t::rl.n 

9'-" 
2':1 hoUl"~ [l.ftOl' corolction of' e. nindon. ~ All co~nders Here in-
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94 
rochecking of 'I.1c:::.ther <l1.t~~ rmd tho UM of the :"::0..3 c0:J?uter. ·,.'hcr-

en~~Ge in pr~ctice bonb TUn~ beforo the ~l~~os ~ere re~rocd lor tho 

9..1 

next operation. ~ 

At the end of rIarch, Genero.l 1\ndcrson \!cnt to Ita.l;i to otnd.i: the 

e:r:;>lo:,ncnt of I.lediuu and lit;ht bo::ioers in the ~:ed.iterrane?..n s'leeter 

t:ith a vieu to iI"'1!-'TOvinG tile ninth'~ bO::lbine record. 95 On his 

retuxn t he advoco.ted. more careful t:clection nncl traininb of lead 

crewo, ~Tc~ter e~~~1.Gis on the offensive 3~irit in briefin~, ruth­

less ali::inn.tion of inco:::yJetents, end noro cnreful cheo!:"..iuc of ·~r.lnd 

CL':l.tr.. by lco.d bo:::to2.rclicrs ond uo.vig.::.tors. He nlro l'cco:n::e:::LO.ed fuc.t. 

prior to D-~~, ~~e comzana be ~osicncd bridccz us targets to deter­

~ne th~i!' bo~uinc accuracy. t~~t OGC~ crou~ ho.vc tnree nructica 

oot'lbin~ runs c.r;ninst oeechoG. and th.-'.t four of tAe oldest {,,'"rOU1;l:J 'be 
96 

removed. from o)erc.tion!'1 for 1 ueo~: 1('. :1!'f"Ctico before D-c1.'l.Y. 

:frogrens i"c,S .r;m.te. out it i"fl.O SIOIl, ::i.lJ.d there wore netbacl~s. 

:I.e n rcr,ul t 01' a re:"'J)rt oub::.:li tted 10 A;')ril on ·ool':"lbinC error~ of the 

394th end 3J:4th GroUl)~. General 3rercton strtted. thr>.t the bor.ioi.ae of 

thoso [;rOU"PG choued ll}')oor le3.<1ersl1ip. l3c1= of [l,G:7er,siveIless. iu­

pl'o:ryor t.::l.ctic:.1 C'.nd teclmique3. and ~ ll:'.e}:: of trl'..ildng or a :?roper 

97,"",plicc.tion of thefi'.0 ele'a1entis. 11 It W[1.S then dec1tled to renove old 

oo:nb groupo fro::! o)"\orc.tion$ for Co period. of 1 "eel: 't'fhere ad.d.i tionel 

trcinins ,:ca thE" 3230., t:hicb. ~d. 'been opcr::..tionel since 15 Jul~' 19..:w 

£ j d, ]3' ...._ ", : 
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[w.ert in correctinc error~ and tho sourceo	 o:f errors. :S~r the end of 

A:9xil these efforts OCt'cn to bear fruit I end the 'bomoing of the 

IX :l3051bcr Commo.n.d. oE:[,"Cn to eho\f warked ir:vrover.:cnt. ~B 

;j]ngnp,n: CQIilC'nn&1,. ..UthouQ:!. thi ~ comrJ.O'nd was not forn:l?..12:r e,cti'I:'~.teCi. 

vesion operations as e~rly ns rovsmber 1943. while nt the s~~e tiDe 

they cnrricd on construction JODS. Gen~re1 treinin~ ~ubjects :for 211 

defen~~ nr~innt che~c~l ntt~c~:, ~nter-~roofins. r-otor convoy, mine£. 

"i'oob~' trf{,?s, bi-"o"lk'\c n.nd. asr.c.ult tx:'..ininc.t	 ecoutin?! n.n<l "pettrollint;. 

100 
cCI:oufln.cc, ",nO. ~r.c.1l unit cOtlO::::.t yrobleJ:1s. .A f~lne and Boob~ «:Lr~'l) 

101Bchool ~'nr, orCrolized by .\-3 "lith. Do course InstiL/? 1 ,·reel:, and a. 

mJecir.J. cCJ.Joui'lg~e ~c..~ool \i£.,S instituted to Give officen SOl.:e ide:t 

of tho ba~ic clc~cnts of thi~ nrt and their a~~lic~tion in the field. 102 

'"llerever ~osd'iJle, unite of the cO::J.L':z:.n.d '1ore r-ent on l":!,eeiE.l 

tl'cinir.C exercises SUCtl as the 3-<bi-" field oXi;:xcl::e (23-26 :=arch.) 

uldch cormlcteu the fornal trcininc of the 818til ::nGineor (Avn) 

this oxorolze invo1vcci tho firinG of \'1ea~on~ of vcriou~ t~ves, the 

end. l03dinc.103 In the vordf.'! of tr_o unit hidorian, 

, a
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~h.e ::-tr:.tic conal tion:::: of the :orecedint.: J"ea.-r \-1ere dir,cCU'u.ed c.nd 
to a GreC',t e."'!:tont, the dec1red I.1obilit~" of.' a 'tI~:i.t of thif\ ti-"Y.le 
1~1.~ r..cllie...ed. 3ivOU2.cinC rmel traininf; in tho fiAla, anc1, Ifltst 
but not lea:ct. lmo;Jlelice of the bad and the £:00(1 of tlle 10 1 

nn.d '::' ro..tionc <:,.11 hel'Qcd to :-~:e tho unit a i:"-.ore \loll-rounded 
104ono. 

~-~ r.i..ill. ~ H'ii?ili.t~ exerci Elf;; e. AfJ tho tine for invc.sion 

e,f these o:r:er(\tions l"(~rO con.d.ucted in the fielD under conditions 

th~t reyro~uced as nccur~tel~' 3~ pozriole the nctucl 1nvc~ion tactic3 

Ul.d problcco. In exerciso D'JOi.:, e. si:J:\ibted invasion o:oer~tion fron 

locclinc to couch r~ssaultwas st<lt;ed along the soutb. Cornt~ll anc. 

Iovoncilirl:l cor.!::t fron 30 Decen.bcr 19~ to 4 J;:::n'l:lll.:r;;' 19..;..;.105 Un­

:f'ort~tcJ.:.·t toctical UDits of tho ~~iD.th .lir Force \1ere not :9resent 

becauce of.' hich prio1'1 til' o:geretionr.l co~mitncnts. It had been :!Jl:mned 

th..~t a. s(lut,d.ron of tho 67th RecollD£..i$1::,c.n.co Group would o:?eratc 'pith 

G,roU9 P.A:F refused to clear :>lanc" into the urea; b;: tl.e tioe this 

confuElion um~ resal~ed. ::oot of the oxC'rciE e Mtd t[::en :!?lcce.106 1l.l­

vpntace of this op~ortunity to ~r~ctice ,dth the Cround forces, rl~ 

l:inth Air Force troops di2. tcl:e l)(\.rt in tho oJ)cration.. .'1.\)pro:d=:l.td~-

600 r.en 01' the ::n.::.:inccr t =ic;hter. ~d. Service CO:::l; J[al<.ls. plUS 238 

trucJ:~. 'l.:ore landed on the o€:lchlJ.ec.d. T'.rle e~:ercif'.c indiCf.!ttcd the 

noed. of.' ncla.i tionr:.l coorUi~tion bet\'JCen. tho Air rorcer. t'.nd the ::g~·t 

tinea d1.U'inc tho er;.oc.r:~"!.tion cmti lanclin.£:: m..~. c-}?ccic..l J.,.i.r ~orcae unitt! 

were bro~en U~ r~u their frc~ont$ b~dely sc~ttcred.107 
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On 10 r':''),.xch Q. ~:rr.ctic cs exexche :FOX 

Hal:) held \'71th ;.\rr:r,l ~l1d :;~V:; un!ts J?('l'tici:p~ tine. ;;'ad \·;eather l'r€­

venteCi. the 36Gth FicJ1t€r Croup from. functioning o.s :!llonned., but 

Mr.:e 'l:W.i tr.: of tho C7th F.eco~i!:s:mee Gro'U;9 did Co out on llLisr.ion~ t 

1.08
end SOtl& c.ir uni ts ~,'ent aGhore \;1th the Sl'ound troops. :SXercice 

ue2.ther pr&vcnted tho fi{;htE'r grour)s f'rOtl £lir:rul~~ted Ci.i.vc-b~::lbine 

cppe~ed t~t Dore detailed ~rqparctions wer~ necess[~ry. e~eciel1y in 

ti:1e c~se of comunicn.tions betueen tr.d hee.c'i.qu..'].!'terr. ship anel air units. 

Linhon betHcon the A~~ o.nd the L"\. ~..ir Support Cot2.':l...'lnd WE~S not 

Good t c.nd it wa.s believed. tb.c.t tbe :Jr.V7 showed e. lack of kno'.'iledge 

of air ~.tters eenel'a1.1y.1C9 

:¥o account oi' trdnine in tee :7inth ,t'dr Force ,..auld be cOl:[ilete 

u1 thout so:nc t1cntion o£ the gro't41) nobi11 ty exercises. In conforr.:.."Jlce 

,~th Gen~ral !rcroton's insistence on flexibility Gnd ccnernl nobility, 

~:enO!'u.ndum 50-3 l,'aS iSS"Lled 26 l!o\"omber 194.4 to "Orovide the necessar:~ 

u.nd hour.:c~::ee::?iIl.C orcc.ni:m.tions. :.11.c11 combat ::me. service orco.nization 

,me e~~ected to eA6cute one nove under such conditions as nient ft"ce 

it on the Con.tinent aiter D-6.&y. SpecioJ. prcliuin~.ri· tr~ir..in~ \laoe to 

be inftti tuteCl. b~, ench conr.:::.m.d, c.r:d uhen this VQ.S con:>lete the unit 

W.:l.G to be alerted for 3 7_ea~r ::>orioil 6.ur1nl;; uhich time t~le oraer to 

LlOve could Dec'.!!' a.t a.n;:.¥ l.-:.or;::.cnt. ~ne first OMolon l·1[I.fl to 'be read~r 

to nove uithin 2 hours after receivinG the order. l10 HovlOver. la.C::: 
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o:f tine, ~o.ce, end eo.uil'Dcnt often interlioceel serioul3 di:f:..'icultlo{l, 

and. 11 ~tle 'U'~S done until the month of I.::J.rch 1944. On thE: 8th 

,~d 9th, a soriez o~ letters ~~ittell to comce~us froffi General 

:3rt?reton 1 n ileo.dqunrterc ordered ant~ chnnL'E' of st[~tion to be trec.ted 

[.s an exercise in mobil! t;y-. Soooti=:cs these e~crclseo had nothinG 

to do with c st~tion Dove. ~ unit ~i~~t entru&:, ocl:e a tour of the 

count~;side, and then return to its o~m station.111 out e.o f~r as 

poscible cnch I:l:lVO l':as to iL"lit~:.te 0, t;enuine I:ilitc,r~~ situ.:·tion, 

althouGh n l~cc of £uf~icient trnns~ort~tion equinnent gc~otimes 

113do it imor.sible to rEgroduce u:tr conditionll e,ccurl'.tel;y. Por eJ:­

;~::::ple, the truel: charta,,:C' oitcon f".4'·.da it ir.:,oodble to Cf>,rry out 

sOhcauled nobility exorclscr-. In this ~ittu.tion, re~ouxceful G.I. 1~ 

~;oulcl stoJ::e out n rcctc.nc;lc on tho bround, label it i1truc::: t n an<l 

. t ~ . . t 112~. th ..1>1ace n.n :1!lP.roT.ir:Ll1te n:r:~:),lm 01 nu~terl.D.l on 1. .. :J.'llUS e exerCl.se 

11:.16 or soue value even 1f the act'tUlJ. ..:ovo d.id not to,::e !,l<::ce. 

2he IX Borr.!ocr Cor.~:.rmd ran into c1ifficulties in ::llaxmint; uo~~=: 

'becaU$6 of 0. shortti.[;c of lO.!ldiIl,'.: i'ielda. It lmd 'been. c.rrcnGed tlmt 

first eha.n£os of station should 00 made b~' the 323d Clnd tlle 3S6th 

Bo:nb G-rou;gs, but otdnG to tho short:::'t;e of' avn.ilnhle otations tit was 

fi:nall:t decided. th::.t the ho ero~s shouJ.d. t:ere-ly exchD.nLe l.ields.
ll~ 

­

:.:boh gro~ \,'O.£: divided into on o.dvc:n.ce<.1. nir and GZ'0uncl echelon. nnd a. 

re:::tr [-round ocjJ,elon; equi!'uElnt \J8.S d1vided in the S::.I:C ".:1(;'''.. .titer 

the !:love hed oeen x::a.d.e I ec.ch unit ~'~;c, to be :."re "nred for Q lO-cla.:,; 

r.ta:: £1.t the no,; fielCl and \';~!;, to fly at lenst onn ::J.ission u~ile 

m~r iron i to reQll~ bc:,se. Tood £01' the entire oove Va" to "iJe 

'. -... -::':..... ,
' 

iWQ:"[ 1[is'J 
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carried alonG by e~ch Group, since ~essin~ f~cilities nt the stntions 

Fere not to be Uflt;:d b:: t:i::..c visitors. ~.l1Ut em c;.tte:1':lt ,'cos m.de to 

re~roduOG the conditions ur~dor which nobile. tactiCGl bomoer groUDs 

lJould Ol)Em:~te after Dovine to tel:l1'Jorr·~;r "o&sez on the Cmtincnt. In 

addition to tnc 323d nn6 386th, oy.Ch~~~ec were wor~~~ out bet~eea 

tilo 322d and 387tll, tb.e 3S'lst and the 341th, end. tlle 384th e..nd the 

(16th. There o:,:ercbcz in tilE' EO:lber Conmnd be0'.n on 21 ~~rcll end 

uere fe,irl;:.' successf"ll1. s:he oroni!,'resont t:!horto{;a of tru.cl~fl hundi­

C3P~CU tho entire oxercice; routes wore so~oti~z c~relcssly selected 

nnd rot tir:.el: iVlore;c1 b~· con'Vo~{:::, but on the 171.01e. tLC exneriencc 

114 
U:l.!:l yc.lun.ble • 

.... scause of i tz Gl"cc:t Ci1~ord t~·, 0.1: 'tIoll as its broe.d extent tit 

is difficult to f)~rize the trainln,: pro(."rn.;.: in the ::inth Air :'-orce. 

r:ucll h~~c;. to ·oe done in. Cl. short ti:le, Hncl confusion <mel d'U~liec.tion 

uerc incvit~blG. l:evertheleCE. some '01'0':::(1. treno.E of 'r)olicy can be 

isolD.ted, such ,~3 the e:J;.l:b...azi r; on oobili ti'·. Oonste.nt depenclence on 

the l~o\>·lE'd.':o of older und morc e}.:oerienced orQl."li:::ntions in the 

thco.tel' ~~·D.S another ba.sic :polic~~. ',:1thout the hell') of P...'i!' a.ntl 

=ic,h.th Air :Force personnel c..nd the nu;nerous ~ecit'.l traininL; centers 

in the .brition Isles, the crouth of D. tactical ::.ir force in :.;~O 

\10ul,1. ~ve been bre::.tl~· delf'~"cd. Z1.e U~(l of trC'-ininc exeroises. 

re!-le~tin£ ~o far as "l)osl'"ible tho cctuvJ. cooba.t cont1.itions th[~t the 

"nrticular orgnni:::nt1on mi{'.At e:·-oect to oed clurin,~~ o.n.d o,fter 

inv<\sion. UCfl t'l. technin:llo of instruction conl"ttmtly emlo~·cd. ~d ci€.'Pt 

be c~lled the ~2.sis of nIl tr~dning in General ~rereton's co~~~d. 

,11_ L~!.;:7 
, .,-g("< dr -> -7', S,-,. rrf ' 
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oI'Ganizc:.tion and planninc_ 2he usuel b<:,~d ,linter weather of :In{;lan.d 

reduced activi tieo to 0- ninitlUI2 durin£; Jc.nut:ry an6.. February of 19~-4.. 

INch brouf:n.t Dore o!,le:r~~tion::\l dt'.yr, r.c<i conddera'Ol;r incr.::&sed 

\133 a cenor.:J. 11C;?rovc:::c::lt in the quo.li t:: of' trr.inin,s_ It is ec..sy. 

of cO'a:t"ce. to :picl:: 11.n.178 and. rm.;cect i~rovr!::C'ntfl. but if the tre;.:Icn.-

Clous ex;>:m::;iQn of th.o ~;inth ~~ir 2arce elurin£; its .first 6 :nontns in 

the Zu.r02.10o.n ~ec.tor be bome in :nind. one oon onl~· !'.t;reo ,d til the 

hi~tori:~ th3tl15 

the Gi£ii~ultie3 ~d problc~s herein recounted constitute but 
e 0.:1.......11 purt of the pict"l.u·o of l-inth Air ~orce clevolo"'t,ent. 
On the ,"hole. the ::r!roc9£1e lk'l.s been remc.r~:::t.bl~· s::1ooth aonsidering 
it~ ao::J::.llerlt~l. • •• r::orne of the nroblens tlu~t h ....ve bC'Dn re­
,~e:;cQ co'ald h~7e bec~ ~voi~ed by better ana e~rller ~l~xminc. • • . 
Tor tho 1.1o:;t ~Cl.rt. hom3\~~r. the hc~d..i.ehc;'J h(~"7t: ·oe.:::n such as :-,re 
:!?raotio~ll~: inAvi ta.ble to so lc:rCB nnd co:::.)lic~ted :"~ to.s': in a 
:for",iDl th8:"'.tre. 

}? t i ; .
 
:J ;
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:' I~f :') '" (- lUJtil?3J !~ 

Cha:9tor VI 

•. I:Y.i:l /l.I:.l ::;'OR03 OE'.3P..A.IJ:IO::S. 16 CCTO:E;:;JR 19(3 ~0 16 APEIL 194t'", 

The first opcrr~tlon""l.l 00':.1.5.1 t::Jcnts of the 17inth .iUr 20rce in the 

care£ull~" o~..nchronlzcd t;ith the =......s!:livc asec.uJ.ts \'hich the- ::li[')lth 

[...ir rorce TW,S de1i·.rorin~;. n.Gain~t the n.ircr~i't ina:-ustry deCl!) in the 
1 

he~rt of tne 2oich. 

170t onl;r t:ao this ~olicy in ~_ccora. uith sound rdr doctrine;'"'" 

but it nl£o rc~~ezcnted the uns\~r to n tactic31 ~roole~ of incrc~s-

lij:;b.t bOHOint':; offens!~le of the !...ll:. !;:his increase in fidlter Iloucr 

had bC:;ln o.chie~ed b:; a shoxo reduction in tho numuer of Ger:nan bonbcrs. 

:muiber of these planes llro·'),,)ElU. :fro!.l 1.760 to 1.450. wi.Ule fi~ter 

::Ol.'oduetion rose iro!] '72:1 to 810 1')er oonth. If t:'aa trand ",M c.llowed 

to continue unchcc~:ea., Allica air ~uth:'JritIc:::: fc.::..rcd D. Oernc,n f'i Ehtcr 

otrcncth of' ;; tO~O 'l')lc.ncs would be avc.ilc~·lJle to oJj")ose the bo-noin"'.: 

3
offenai·,rEl. 

118 

....1, ~:I""";;' jl ,,-_ .. ..jlf::..q .~ -~.- - -~-~~-- ,'-- ,­
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in 19-12 to dofend th.e Eelch over :'ro.nce anJ. 2elt;iU,!3, b;;- 19~1-3 the 0...;,]' 
A. 

toms Gble to DQ,int~in 830 :;drcrn.ft to 00"):):::13 bot:a. P_;:' und .;:;X. - Zhe 

cri ticc.l situc\tion if, veIl descrl"Jed by tho state;,;tent in the Co:iuined 
5 

~o::lbeI' Offenaiva Plan which WCl.:3 dra:Nll ~l) in A')ril 19~3: 

~he Ge~an fighter force is t~{lnb c toll of our forces both by 
day and b~T nir.:ht. not onl:r in tern:;:: of' comb::.t lo::::ses b"a:li more 
es"t1eclully in tor:.ls of reduced tl',cticn.l effectivencns. If the 
GerI:l<J.]l £if"htera are ruc.tericlly increased in. number it is quite 
conceivable th;,t the~r could ms1:e our dcyli01t boubin£ iln"9rofit­
able and permo:9s our niGht bonbins too. 

It "'l~~B thsrefore decided th..':.t the lIGerI.ltln fi61ter stren~th Il1U~t be 

6
considert'ld.. as ['.n intArnedb.te objectiva seconcl to none in 1')riori t;r. 11 

ouo of tho ~jor objectives of tAo conbined AnClo-:~cric:Ul air forces. 

~o ac~ie~e thi~ objective o~erntion POI~T~~~fr~ w~s org~izeQ. ~his 

reo}Jired the h~~~ boubers of the :i~~th Air Force to ~~lUd a1rcr~ft 

fnctoric::l c.nd. asse:ribly 'l)l~ntc lw.2r;·1l(:~re in the Reic.ll. l:hile the nediums 

uere to cnJ!J!:,ol~t t~c he~wle::: by :J.ttsc::inr. industrial tarGets '!.dthin 

their rrmr.;e. tH} vell ns (}P:;' rdrdro:::'lez .::.nd lundin;; stri'Qs in northern 

ret;a.rJ.ed ~8 .m inc'limenssble T.lreli::dn:u;," to O"l'=i.LORD ['.nu., th.erefore. 

\ms to be yressed hO:JE:l ·,'/i th 0.11 ~~"73il:oble i'orces in t~c :ioce of the 

strongest oygol:it1on. As e. mr1tter 02 :inct, it ims llo:ocd th~~t the 

Gcrn:n.n~ 'uould 0PDo:::e 3?OIlr2EL.C~~ Hi th their entire air force so t1l~.t 

it coulc'i. be 'Jipec1. out in mr bn.ttlos over the continent. 
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Tlle ntt~cl:s on Gcr~-held airdromes ne~ the C~annel co~st 

uhiell the Ooobined. 30uucr OffensiVti as~i [')led to :lediu:J. botl.!:i;;;.rd:1ent 

~,era re[;O.rited. no eGpcoio.ll~~ i:.:."}'ortc.nt. lio::'t 0-: theu ~Tere e-i thcr old 

French ..'\.ir :;'orce inst:111o.tions or \:ero 'oui1t b~" tho f}erL'1pn~ 1lot"..lee:l. 

1940 ~nd 1942 to contain tho entire Luft';a£fa in CBse of invasion 

operations abain~t Eng1wd. ZXr.Ierts estiouted th:.~t tAo LOil Oountries 

t,nd northern :B're,nce cont~>..inGa ul0rl;) :Cieldr, in reI...tion to :::.rea thc..n 

en:; other p:l.rt 0;(' 3u.:t'O\}c. Such 'bc.ses -o,loun.11y nos:::essed til':> or three 

clisyersnl nren£) t.:1ld e~.ch ',mEl ['. solf-contained unit ui tll :1:'(\,)::;,1.1' hrm~Q.rs) 

7 
fuel t ana. aowunition stores. Here too) it \:D.f.) ho:,?ed th:~t Gerr.a.D. 

i'i£p.torG uouH!. cone out in force 00 thn.t our air s~eriorit7 could 

be brouGht to bc,"J.r in lleo.rl~'lC th~ll (l.o"'Ll.. Uni'ort-.mo::.tel;r, as t1rue 'tms 

to shot'T, the Gor..nn. ~.uth,rities ,[orc also versed in nir Io[;istics, 

[.no. tho:: \foro to ~.1CC their planer, spcoxiuGl:i", er.ce·)t where extre.::::e1y 

vi t<:\l tareot3 ilere under atta.C::. 

tho sprinc of 1943 the ~rehitects of the co~in~ air of£ensi7e 

b~:ai!l~t tho Eeicll. had forEul~teil Q, 110licy for the nediu.'U bO.:lber. 

:';ut althou::h the t,;enernl picture of tho eUljJ.o~cnt of thif: t~':PG of 

"ouber hud been drawn, the actu;:~l tccb.n.io.ues were yet to be "Tor~:ed 

the ~dvr~ta~os an~ Iicit~tions of the t~~e of n1rcrnft cvnilablo. 

S:l1.e nediU,:1 b~!nber of the 3ichth ....ir ::'orcCl ct this ti::'le lil~S t:te 

clee~ n-28. It h~d been u~ed by the ~ifth .\ir ~orce as e~ly ~s 

Aoril I9~2 in bomcinMJ~~2~OEC clrfieldG, antiaircraft installations. 

r>~ 
~ 

J PI I....... ~ 
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rlZld shiypinr--_ ~;}1i1e 50:::0 &.ttr:.&:fl on s..lrl.::?~ t not?bl;.~ in the :..iiswc.rc:: 

Se~ notion of 1;;lXOh 1943. wore l!k".do at 10\1 lo...el, the n..ve!'2.ga 

a.lti tude for nediu!.1 bon'binc in thiN nr(~a l:~S 5,({iO feet. 

:ih.C:J. thi s bO::lber beC:l-'1 to arriva in ::ngl::m.c. a.s the ,:ee.'!?on of 

feelinGs. It Has su;;moscd to be a lIhotU -..,lnn:? nnii. dancerous in the 

h~.ndt 0:[' an ino;.=!>orianccd :9ilot. AlthoUf',b. it~ vorcl: at lou o.nd. nediun 

nltituUos in tho Pnci~ic had 'been considerod Good. some did not 

'believe it sui t=(ole for lo\:-level oycri~tion in tile "'::£0. This fJoint 

of vie:l 'ro.~ atronsl~· e:t:::.?resccd b~r lbj. Alfred H. von Eolnit~, senior 

intelligence ofiicol' 0:£ the 322d 20i:lbo.rdrlent GroU'), in a l.letJo to tho 

cOffillJalldlnt,.; Genor~~l of the 3d. 'iinS on 30 DecoJ:lber 1942: 8 

It is obvious thr"t if tho nain as:-:o.U1tin,;: force attempts to ovar­
\.he1~ these lijht fl~~ inntnll~tiong oy sheer sgeed end er~s1on. 

assi:.."ted -o~r ~uch :tire pouer D.!J it tlieht e:f':L'eotivcl;r deliver in 
the face of uell-orG.::L"lized ground d.efense!':. then the :nnttern 
of c.tto.c·: h::l,s follo\red Oy..&ctlit- tho method \..!1ich the olle...~~ 

r-.nticipated and ~,~u.i:nst "lilich the:t h,,-ve sot u:o their dcfcnse~. 

Th':\t such an ?.ttnc': l'1ouJ.tl result in terrific loss of life nnd 
t'.ircr(\ft is indicouto..1:l1c. !:O.Jl;t inst~ces in Ground coobat •• 
~vo revor~ed the futilit~ o~ the t1~in a.s~~ultlnG force 
dissiJ)::t.tiu13 its ctrenf,th in frontt'.l att'J.cl:s ar,aingt a stront;!y 
er:l]lnced. enei:17. £'.nd the outco~le could be c r1,1,k-..lly dise.stroulO in 
low lovel bonbinc D.ttC.C':~ ~.;~nct lif<',ht fle.:: instC'.lln.tions of' 
th.e t;r})C nOTi :mO\'n to bCil located u"I')on the continent. 

:3vidently the Nin~ co1l1.."1.'Ulder "InS not cre:>-tly irroresr,ed by this line 

of reu.!:1onins ·oecE'.u~e e.i'tor the nir echelon of the 332d :ao:lbo.rt1::lent 

Grou;p reached En{"~c..nd on \3 ::r.rch. it 'Jaf: t;iv~n 8 '::ee::r. of tr~ininG 

9
in lo,:-lo-vol o::)erntions. llon)'ver. ::ajor von. :::olnit~ "persi~ted in 

Ill£' op::",odtion to this t:'7'e of o..ttac~:t Dnel on 13 l;arch he sent rh,,~t 

a ElI
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i'ao :9rD.ctlcally a co ?:' of	 his :neoo of 30 :DcC6.T:iLicr to the cO:l,::n.ndinS 
10

oi:rioer of the 322d. Gro·~ • 

.:..:..cLrly in :~'1.y certain o-ojectives in Hollv.ncl and northern France 

,,:ore cle,.',red c\.s lIfreshLlen tarcets!l for the 3d ~anB.ll ~hese included 

Ijouiden !t0l'ler ~tc.tion d~cl3 not El.;Jyeo.r on this first list, 1t U<:l.S 

this objective tlhic~ w~s cclocted for the initi~ tri~l of lo~-level 

unr:uccesl:lfuJ. o.ttac:..:s	 a:~inst this tarcet on the 2d anrl 5th of ..f'.y. 

c.lc:rted.. en 14 rko.y the in1 tid mid of the 322c1 Gro~ too?;: :ole-ae 

u1thout ouccess. Of	 the 12 '1')1:mes invol'\.-ed.. 1 cr~shed. on retUl':il, 
12 

~,l1U all ~lere a..."O~.'.':ed. Since the results of the misoion ,,]Ore incon­

elusive t it U:lS decided to try 0. second ::dsc1on on the 17th. 

~).t this point, :hj~r von E:olnih nlD.de a finel a.ttC-tlt to con­

vince his superiors of the il..:mcors involved in the ;>ro!-,osed E~ttac~:. 

l~t OlSO on the nornint:; of tho 17th ,dth the niasion on1:r a fe1-J hours 

m:a:y. lle:arescnted r. fiml me::!') anti tIed ll:Jxtre=t13 :C~.ncer in OonteI.I;ll,;:.ted 

!:insion. II He CU'b""U.ed th;;;.t after the PJoJ? 1':::.1<13 of 2 c.ncl 5 =:m-, as t'ell 

tl.~ our attack of the 14th, the liD.ziB Got Ij::lUiden \"Youlcl nOt] be 

tho1'o·l.lghly :9reparcd. and uai tine for Dore sortIes aD1innt then. Fie 

urged. tlw..t fig1l.ter coyor be !Jro,iued for the tlission t sf,;yi.llf; tht"l.t 
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lIour form.1. tions are too loosel:,' :t'loun to hope for successful 

neno in ~orEon b~t found the COI~~~Qinc offic~r of the 332d still 

nIece) ~'hen he f.l.l'rivcd nt hec.do.uarters. lIo ttic1'Q!i'ol'e left tho me::lO 

;rl. til. a penciled. nota st::1.tinC hi '> reluctance to \:r~=o tho cO:lll:l<-:.n!.lin.::; 

officer. and ~aded ?os 3 final ~o~tscriut ,nth nroyhetic de~oration: 

13IIFor C-:,c1.t s !:',r-!.':::,1 cet fij:l.ter cover! II 

L[1.ter thc~t morninc c~t 1056. th':l uission to~': 01'1' C::; ocheduled. 

:..1th0ut:h 1:3 plrmes \'1ere a.::; r:ignecl. 1 did not tal:e Ofl' f r.na. another 

aborted. so thl'l tot~u force oval' the t:1.I'fcts ,-::-.s onl~~ 10. Upon rc:"'ch­

\1oulii. o.ttnc': the !lO'Jcr :'Jk..tion at Ij;:.r.udon, wilile the other ele..lent 

110ulcl stril'::o a ninil~~r ta.rCtC't in ne '.1'-0:: Hn.o.rletl. .30r.1.l:>ine 'las to ·oe 

c:1.rried n.t a.ltitudes of lOJ to 200 fact. I";' J3nc:: :~t the fielu.. t'.:;t'ound 

cre,lS nervousl:t anv,i ted. the return of the :n1:J.nos. Ji.t 1 ~5J. tho 

eatil:l?,ted tine of nrri .....a1. nothins t:as in siCp.t. r'.nu. in the conserv.2­

tivc ct:'l.tc:iont of tho m.r.tori~. thoro t'lr.::.S uovlf.!.&::lce of tendon on the 

~:hell no T.'lc.nes hcd returned b~,T 1330, 'JD.tenort" at the 

:deld Here faced '\'lith tho crim renli zation that ~1 the nirarnf't ~<1 

been lent. 

~he star;,' 01' the trn.c;lc Ijrwliden raid did not renc.in lon; [. 

:0iC::ed tt.:i in the Ch:m.nel. ",no. their tosti:r.ony clcc.rl~· revealed UA."',t 
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henvy nnJ c.ccur:.t.ta i'1::t1: Oiter the tnreots. t 11oro ,,,erc ot:J.er fc.ctors 

invol"ved in th.e fnilure of the cis:Jion. '.::he story to~cl bJ~ theae 

t,:o £Ul'vivore indl~ted yoorl~t trc.ine6., ino:-...pcricncod crem: :f'c.eocl 

. fl I t' • f C!'/'" t G ,. "11' • '1tlr"':'l:J.n r~e~. n ne ""01'(10 0 >;) ~c. coree .1. ..1 :J.[;:lS. "J.:Jle 't'i10 e 

second. for,.;;:~tion "des all scrc~l0d UOJ r:.nJ SCt\ttcred t~fter thai, p:"sred 

thrOUf)l f'ls1: on tho COD..Gt. C~~to.in Cr:~e asl::eG. 1\T~ere in the hell 

Gro t!lose Gu;;.~3 r;oi::J.g1 Il1 The nfwlr,a.tion had been !>oor, o.nd. e"ic:.entlY 

0:(' Set. I.e9tor ~=111er. '"ho tool: 1)[l.rt in the r[:i~ r:.nd t;~.S later 

r0p~tri~ted ~ft$r belne O~~)turod b~ the ~or~~~,i~ VC~" cle~r on 
16 

that :point: 

Oontinuin.:; thoir ilicht S:;t. !~ller he.d tho iJ:tlre::;::::ion tht."tt the~r 
'l.1ere I £lub'JinC C\round (l. bit 1 becc:;.use he l:e~rd o·,~r the inter­
phone 001. Purinton af\1::. tuhel"l? iq the t~l"G(lt'£ I Lt. Jefferis, 
l1f'.vlsc~tor. CJl!:'\'erpo th~t :he di(, not blOP 1"01' sure. Sgt. ~J.11er 

then hecrd 001. Purinton C~~ for the c~urrc ho~e ~n& Lt. Jeff~rl~ 

LThve hi~ u courr,e of 270°. Juot then Lt. Jcrieri~ tolL Col. 
:;':urinton. 'Eolt\. it til. oin.uk. I th1IL: I ceo tho torc£t. Y€lS, 
there it is I. 

Uniortv~~tcly, there is con~iaerable doubt ~~kt Lieutentmt Jcfferir 

ever did. !'\itp.t tho ril;ht tar£&t. 

rol1o~'inc thiE i'i.~soo, th.e ·t'~ole (1u.e~tion of' the usc of the 

tho hOI:le ba.ce of the l11-:f:;.tec1. 322d. 30I'.(oc.rt"1,L1cnt G-ro'\.&."1) ooQ. "used 

,·orrl~ to the effect tha.t C!cGLiu;-;:n poulG. novel' ~o out Hcnln \1.tho-.1t 

]Id ~ \ , 
IdE 
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17 
£iL~ter ::1u;:roort. II Soon "d'teri:a.rd, all ::3-23 boob err vere te!:l1')ori"Jril~~ 

crounded in the tllcc.ter for cddi tiont.1 trc.inin.::; "aile Ci.ue~tions of 

their ()..t?lo~"':lcnt 'lere oeinc thre.shed out [i,t v,.riour he:::c.c:.ucrterf:. 

Cenr:1'['..l &::01' l1[ S (l.!'1')[>1'Entl:t cUll influenced b:J" the use of 

r~au~er~ in tko 3ip~.rcl~ S0C ration, for he referred to thi~ co~~~t 

letter of 7 Juno to lir ::r.rnl:.nl Sir John Sl(:;'f:sor. ll:;:~e i'E'clinr, thd 

tnrc;ots h..~c DrO\ln from their Sc.cCCSf\i'ul cr.MJ.O~'!1ont in the	 S.l Pcciiic 

18 
WJ, for E-'~:['::::'11e, thoir I),etion in the 31::'IUlrc1: Se[~ _'c~ttle. II Eo\· ­

of th.'\t clc.t e f1'of.1 Pl.::.ns, ::l,Ghtb. .iiI' ::orce to ).-2 in the 71I1 ,:..i5';:
,0

l:!ta.tes tbt "lou InTel c.tt::,c::s :),1'(;' off. '1_" 

tb.a fi1'f\t clei'i:r:.i te rtc.tE';:-.cnt or .~ ne',' :'joliey for the r.edium bombor 

O:nel't-till.:: fro:::;. tile Urd ted i~i~;Cio:l. llenceforth, the botJbcrs of the 

VIn ..~2~ \-;ero to be u:;;oed c'{;c:in::lt tc,rcets c:',uthorize&' for ?-.~ C!ROUS 

in occu:-ied countries) in ~r;L'.11 :rormption~ il~:in{' "t 12,000 to l5,C;:O 

feet. In cnne e~; chanGeE in f31:lEi of ioro:~tiong or 0"0Crntin,;: t"~ ti t'lllles 

uere der-ired, th~ l.ir U.nir.tr;r ,,'::.~~ to ·~e infol'ncd so thnt linn;)· !,osdb1e 

incretv~e in the rb:>:: of c~cuo.1tie::- to civilinnr, 1'lilich rc[1,~- l'Hult fron 

._-,-~---.~ -_~~-~-~r-~4. ~ 
£ f it ~	 -.f ,,~ t 

'9 11 
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c,!>ccii"ic ~:LC tho VIII .:;,ZO directive of 18 I.U:,\lltit. 

tilc r):r1::nc.ry objectivc of the COJ:lj'j:'.nO. 1 c o:?ar~,tiono u~.s the destruction 

0:£ the Ger::an i'itpter force t ClUe:. i to oU:j~JortinG in{1:u.:.'\trie~.:::l 

,1dle thcH.w :9oliciC'!.': iiere uei~.::: det erzino& I the 3d :So::tu~rduent 

'l,inc \;a.s Ulld.er~oin.:.; ad.6i tional trdlLin~; in clocc for:l':.tion l'lyinc 

vnd 'oer:ciJl to LlOunt nttc:.c::n c,01inst Gcr::::.:.r:.-ht~ld ::.~ir(i_rooeD in ~rc.nce. 

and othG1' en<?n~' instr~llc. tion£: \rlthin 1'c>..n;;e of ti:e ;£,i~~lter e$cort. :L:l~ 

princi~Gl f~ctor~ ~ffcetin~ the extent end frc~u~nc~ of t~o nic~ion~ 

:~bb('vi.lle mrr-h~;l1in~ ~-,.rdlJ , the t..'.irc1rooes .r.t St. OIaer, 2riccft:'.eville I 

.:1ud 3ecb:ru:::o::;e CO;;:8 o...rnG. 3~· tho udelle of ee~tf'r(oer. 3,938.£15 
.') 

ton~ 0:£ i)oo:oo he,d ';)ccn droP:9ccl on thc~c objccti;:er.'A~ In c.uditioD.. 

the 3d ·,lin;.:.: also furni dled Llcdiu:.1 ~Oo~bE.rr. for o:,erc tioD. S2i"::':~:''Y pJ.rl.ch 

t.n el;:·~or.::.tc but 'WlC'uccozoi'ul cttc,.r:jt to force ~ 1a.rbe p'::'.rt of' 

Lho Q~ to co~~it itzolf to an all-out eo~b~t ov~r the Chcnncl co~st 

Cn 9 Octo'ocr the COIW,:.-mQ. ~ount€d ::i ~£ion :ro. &1 c.::;o.inrt tuo 

::ocnsdrecht drdro:w nnu ·uit.:.l thc..t t1::.o i..!.1stoI:," 0:£ the VIII .IlS'J cc.!:e 

to a clo-:lc'. t·o noro Di~oiono vcre :f'loun until 18 October v:."cn 

' r-- . d ::::3rrilclc.l::; 0 f tnc net; /. ~O;:;lOer OOllil:i<'n • 
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~his did not ,roduco any f'und.r!.oental chnnge in 0.Yerc.tioIlR since 

the basic str~tegr hr:.d {'t.1re~iL:· been forr::ub.tcd. f..J.tJ:out;h tile ta.c­

tical bonber units vere no lancer a :'1r.rt of th.e l:1[;ilth. the;;: ';ere: 

still bountl b~t tho Cdrectivos of' 19 June and 18 AUGUst :oreviousl~' 

nentioned, nnl1 \'T(~re still corruJittcd to the s'lml'ort of' POIl:23lAl7"£. 

Genercl ~d'::('r h'1.d ·oeen :9i:l.rtlcular1jT insir.tent that tho control of 

this o"'1crntion should not be dividoo.. end doubtleSfl this '118h h~d 

socotllinG to do with the establishI:"mnt on 15 October of a cenerel 

~nt1on I l:no\Jn us the United. States Amy Air :':-orce£ in the lini ted. 

Zin[:clom (USll!..'ii'ij:':), u~.s under the co::m.:Uld of General Zaker e.nd. served 

:Corces, a.s \lel1 o.~) to excrci::6 a. bencre..l su.ycr~lision over operet1ons, 

J:larticul".r1~ POIlJ~:&L'i.:"'"i:. Since tho con::.mnclinc gcnore.l and most of 

the staff of US.~lFU"": \1ere servin~ in similA.r c&!i8ci ties \iith the 

:at:;ht~, thiG oil' force ~:o.s fti11 uole to exorc!f:e control over the 

r.ediun bor.foc.rdr.!ent £r0UQS after they boo.z.r..:o a !?<:"~rt of the :anth.::4 

::b.en the IX :;:lOwber COIJI:lOJld too~: over the Hor:: of the VIII AS::: there 

van only a dicilt tlodificc.tion of the 18 k.UG"I1St directive. US.l..:rc;,i 

10.111. do,;u a. !>rohioition P..t~inf't oOLlbin,e; any nirorooe in Rolland. or 

":e1ci-WZl, cxce"t tho Amsterc1a.n/ SChipol alro.ro::1e I ,'Ii tllout S1Jecific pcr­

r.1ission; thic oJ.co e;o!llieci. to attt>.C::ine inclul.ltrial tarGets in occu:9ied. 

25 
::UXO!=lo. 

Tn.a ::inth \';oas nctlvL>.ted on th.o 1Eitll E'ond tl1e 30mber COrnrJeJl,d 
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scileduled Co oissionll< for tho 18th. BOHa~..or no stretch of bed ,"'catJler
 

ensued und !'rov6ntea. o.erlcl o.ctivit:,' for severel ikt:,·s. ~a.SSiOIlS 62,
 

SSt end SL~ \rere o.bortivo, and only on 22 October w'ere a. fe,,: plnnes
 

26
gale to "00:;1"0 tho ZvrElu.-.;:jrauvi11e nirdrona uith undeterm.ned r€'sults. 

Othor ntte.O::s scheduled durinG tb.e re::t of the nonth f.:?red badly 

becauce of \1cc.ther interference; succ:ecsiuJ. tl.ttac:~:s ' 'fere "()ossio1e 

only on the 28th c..nd 30th--n.C;.?inst the ai:rilromes at l~ontli.i«ierI 

Eea.u'\ti 2/::'~ivillicrr., St. jndI'c de 1 l::Jure , and. Chorboure;/1:e:IIgertus. -;:'7 

D",;u-iD/5 the month., 792 plo.nes were airborne, but on1;)" 265 were success­

ful in bonbin& the target. A totcl of' ~26.EO tons of i:lonbs were 

d.ro:?ped. 5:he 2,jrincipo.l ccuso of o.bortive::: \11:.0 'Icc-thor. 2S 

17ov£'Jrlber san o.n iL.crcased nvmber of 3l1611CS ol)or£;tiona.l t ·out it 

also brow,;ht ttinter ca.les nnd bed flying concli tions. ~J.1e l:::'rn.uders 

of the iTinth \Tore c.·ole to tol:E' tho dr durin.; only 12 dc_:rs in the 

::lonth. to drop C'. total o£ 1,572.65 tons of bor.J.bs. Out of 1,561 :!Jlrw.es 

th~t tool: oil fro:n ta.e IX Bonber Ooo:::oncl to :fields in :Jnr.lrmd. 878 

box:ibcd the ta.rGets. 2:J lj!'.l1o:;::e ir~clu6.ed the uSl:al Germnn airdrones in 

Pr~ce plus the !.nstorc1an/Sohipol clr:f:Leld in the l~etherlanc;.s. which 

l'!as struc::: b:,- the coo:.::o.ncl for the i'irf't tiz;;e on 3 :;overr.ber. On the 

SaL.O da;r 72 lIarn'Uders cL:.l'riecl out tm unusually successfUl l:1is~ion 

of c1oui:llc hon,::o.rs i'Tas do£tro~~ea., 0.3 \':011 Cfl two smll hanr,ars. Other 

srcll ~onstruction~ 36 out of c.. total of (5 ~:are dar-troy-cd or dntr~Ged.30 

"<	 ~he terr.J. lI::do3ion rl en used oi'ficially by the :ar-tJl ).ir 1:'o:rco often 
includes severnl k.rcots. :;:hc ter;" is used sit'Jib,rl~' in this study. 

"$IIIi:.:"~.-...-.- .." ..~~~~.........
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on vl:c.t \Ta~ de£cri !Jed as IIconstruction 110r:';;sll at IJ.ooyeoues a.ml c. 

lIcon:Jtruction ,:or1:s ll ,Jere the bccinniw--:z of rOlJot-bOI:l0 install0.tions. 

but tlloir real !'ur.Po::;o ~!C.c not :Cully rc.'cocnizcd ct this ti::1c. ~hc 

attac!: on the 11th V~!l :pn,rticulr:.rl~' heav~·. dth 162 I:n.T&uderr. of the 

82211. 333d, 386th, r.nd 0G7th :Bor::bc.rdr..lent Gro"Gps t",::ing pert; the close 

ur;.brellc. of fi[p.ter :!;lrotcation lv~.S furnished. by six sque.c1rons of :?,.<\X 

31 
S!>it1'ires. 

Other lcrce-scc.lc oper£t..tiono m:re Dounted on 7 17ovem'bar "hen 

21G :91f1.nec Horo cirool'ne. 10 ;;'~ove:-;oer \'0.th 1~-4 plooes tcldng off I 

n. f';ood oX£.,rlfl)10 of tho recults ocinl;; acirleved -O;f the IX. J:iom"oer CotrC'.e.nd. 

at this 'iJhase of' its history. ~.ac Ot,,::.brni/~iIl.oy airdrome Wc.s a tta.c:.::ed 

by the 367th Gro~ vith nObD..tiv~, o.nu. b~' the 3230. ,d.th cooel resuJ.h. 
,

Eodel'es-en-S[mterrB ,'rr~~ a.scir,ned to tnc 386th and 328d Groups. 'but 

ocinG UD..'1,ble to bonb this target, theF hit the Faidf.::Jy landinc 1"ield-­

the 386th 1:ith neUC'.tivEt rM"iults, end. t:ile 322d vith ±':-..ir succesc. 

Audinrpcm vil1l:.'~·Ot loc::,.ted in the feE de Co.lc.h: urea, c:ontdned one 01' 

those oYGtoriouE! "confJtruction '\10rl:s u :;>..nc. Wc.s se...er~l~r hit by the 

3230., the 386th. a.nd ti1P 387th viith good, f.::.ir. rmd fair results 

respectively. 32 

~;.s int~_icn.ted a.bove, \lcD.ther "beGan to interfere 1.10re and :lore ~1ittl 

..··£~~--.2-~
, , 
;
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in 3ncland, often found the tarect p~rtinlly or cor~16tely cov0red 

by clouds. Vnr~~n~ we~tAcr conditions in the United ~incdo~ ~used 

60ue olcnentr. of un ott~cx to mico the boo~er rende~vou~, w~la 

others 1'-aro nble to reaoh tho o~pointed spot c..t the exact ti::.e. 

SometiI<:.es the zero hour iiC-S ohifted. severa,l tiner. In tile hODS of 

tal:inG advnnt~~e of more invorable ~t~ospheric conditions, ~at this 

"13£1 occCl,sionAll;.r ce.rricd. to e:·:ceos. .'.. tr-:oic.il. ecce occurred on 19 

tAe ~ath miscion of the oo~~u. UJon rc~chinc the cr,cort rendezvous, 

not [l. i'1t;httir il[~S in :ii:;,at, £,.Ilt'" the form[ tion 1f[~S forced to turn "Jac:.: 

to 2nC1Q.2l.d. ':ilc.t hr.d h...'"l.JjT-0zwd uc;.s th.::.t th.e zero hour he.d oecn post­

poneCl.. r.nd the fiL-;htors he.d not hf~d ti:cJo to return to -!lase nnd refuel 

t.l.1eir :>Innea. As 0. result t the:,- did not h~w(: su:f'1"icient ;;o.s left to 

escort the oontlera to th.o t!?rBat~. ~.tJ.is uc.s not an Ullcon:;on ca.use 

7.'"
of abortive m1ssion£.Q~ 

:Cecer.ibor ',las Co ::lonth of siOlific&!lt develo;9ments. C:geratio:cc~1 

control oi the :anth ~assed fron US.'",,\.FuK to &nother org~iz:.l.tion; 

and th.e rise of the robot-botlb neno.ce introduced an entirely nev 

vsriety of tc...rcet for tho lTinth10 born'tJcrdicrr. "uen the decision uas 

r:acle to e(1tn.blil:lll £ se'l):'.rate U. s. tc.ctiacl nir force in :::::nc:;ll:'X.d, 

the Oiliefs of Gt...:r:r l1..."d incl.icv,tcd ti1D.t it ....Q.~ ~.t SO:;1e future d.::.te to 

'ue joined. td.th the 2d Briti£h ~.:\ctical .'J.r rorce ena. :~o. 38 Gro1.l.~ 

F~t\!' in e.u orr...;anb[',tion 1:nown c.~ thf3 ,Allied. ~E'd1 tionary ~;.1r Porce 
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AE..'~ "as tlotivn.ted on 15 :iO"l'c:l:bGr, but o.ot'l:l..9.1 control of' tlle Uinth 

cl1cl not pass to Lei&1J,-l:::'1J.lor,r untll e7.<1ct1il one ;.:J.onth la-tar. In 

the ne~1 directivo for tn.ctic~.J. bonber 0:ge:l.'[ ;tiono oi' 15 IJec:noor. a 

c1e:\r stcl.temCJnt ,m.~ ~cle of basio objectivec: 35 

':i:he bC\.::Jic objecti......e of tactic::.l bonbc-,rdncnt oT)er::l.tions \'7111 be 
the reduction of t:h~ ene:::lY &.',y ttnd niGht fi,iJ,ter :t'orceiJ in 
~;ortb.ue::lt i::u:ro~e. • •• 80 inr t4f.' /J.tt~C':M on eneD:>' E'.irfields 
~ve done little to reduce t~e strenGth o~ th~ ene~y air forces, 
'l)rinci1')::lll~.. due t-:l the hi:~ ne:\.!C!"ure of di~orcion c.ao:9t~d b;r 
the eneny nnd tile number of cir i'ield::1 nvail·...:ole- to hi::;,. • •• 
It is thereiore necesfnry to increc~e the scooc of t&ctical 
'oo~:iher o,')er.~tions to b.f'lict cu.::ru.1r-o.tivo &t'1:V::O pril1cinaJ.ly -0:" 
Gu~t~ined atta~:~ on oelect~d industrl~l t~rG0ta. • •• ~he 
oojcot of tAeso o~er~tions i~ to forcQ tho ene~' to divort n 
~ro~ortion of hi~ fichter force to the defenGe of these tarGets 
with the renu1tln:, 09:!10:rtunlty of e.ttt.1.c}:l:J.;S his fit7J,t'3rs in the 
cir E:.nd on tho t;round. ~lla fuJ.lent sU'Oj.ort .rl~l ·oe c;iven to 
the etr'::J:"cm,c llornbers ~::ile:le·~·er the~" are o:9crl1tin~. 

7irst 9rioritYi therefore, 'T~S ~ccorded to all ITinth o~erntions in 

sU!??ort of tho VIII :::'ombcr OQo:.c.nd efforts. Sccono. J'riorit~" ,::to eo-

t:~bliihed for o:t')ora.tlons r.;::.dn~it robot;-bo~b in:3t.JJ.ll~tion~, ('.nc. third 

!lriorit~· \Tent to celcatod tarcets nnnounced T,:ee::l:,- -o~,- the .lir 

Ianistry.36 Orir;in!'.ll;r iOurtA (md fifth :!?rioritie~ \lere Ger-.cn 

on 25 ])ece:Jb;)r the'1o uere chfl.ngeu. to industricJ. t:'.r~:ets (i'mll'th 

airfields (fifth 9riority).37 30th fourth end ~i£th ~rioritioc were 

1arsely inten~ed ~~ l~st-~ecort t~rsQt~ :~en oo~bin~ oth~r objectives 

[lhe o.ctucl "l'jl~ng of .ais~lonc "],,,,~ 'Under th~ direction of tuo 

luryartfUlt cor~iLtGecs. ~~e Ooubined CDer~tional rlanninc Oo~~ttee 
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EMTlErT? F'-I: I.JaiWliN'>,;­

,!....s <:. j oint An:::lo-~·.ael'ic'1.1l fi~-;"tcr o.nd 00::1001' ort:•.nis:1tion t~:l.t 

arran;,od d..!).yli,::ht ooerations ~'hcn US:w'U' heC!.~ b~rioers \':ere in o.ction. 

lIoileYf3r, it o.lso includod in its :Jl::mn reco!J.'I1endations tor r.:ediun 

una. lieht bom.bers of thG l;'inth uhen the:~ \lere rec:uirod i.n c'q"Oport 

of the w..\sslve air inve.sionl:; of the ::1iChth :111' rorce. Under such 

conditions, the pl~A of this concdttee too~ precedence ovor all other 

daylidlt opcr~~tions.38 lText in i::P:Jortance l1a~ tl1'3 :70. 11 Q,ro"J9 

Planninc Oommitteo ~;lltc4 cont~"ine:l :1 re:9resenktive of the 17inth ."dr 

Force D..:p:Jointed b:,' the cO~T.C'.D.clinc f,enel'c.J. of th.e IX :BO!:lber Co::n:-:.nd.. 

Actions initiated by this couoittee too= preoedenc~ over evcrythin~ 

except the operntions of tho OOI:ibin9d Plannine OO::l:d. ttl;la. 39 

The enrl:r hiGtor;; of the liovolo;?J:1ent of the "bu~z bODOli and its 

diE',covQry by the :British b 0. fascinntiuc tale 0$ Intelli,::ence that 

is still shroud.ed in considorablo ~ccrec~,.. It is knoclIl tkt for 

so~e tino the ~\ir l:ini '3try he...d. been al.fa.re 0:£ the adv~mces beinG llk.de 

b:;" Gar:::1c.w, sci enti£lts in e:~perl;ne:nto iTlth :oi lotleS:1 aircraft. .:."d'ter 

Peone~Ullde on the ~cltic co~st had been identified in ~u~~~t 19{3 as 

troycl1 I:.1""Uly of the l0bor[~toril~S ;:~nd ];:illed so:r.e of the eX1)erts engc~{;ed 

in. this war1;:. Houcver at thi~ ti::le the connection l:lGt'ltleen Pcene:lUnde 

~l.Ild the uystoriou~ construction: being b-uilt ~lonr. the Ohannel co~r,t 

''lOS not recli zoo.. ~heGe eJ:c:::~~:J.tion~ o.n.d reinioroed conorete 'build.­

inca hs.d been o"lJsGrved. since June ;m(:. h['.d aroused conoid.erable 

l:lpecult\tion as to t:ilelr u1.tioate purpose. It ''las noted tho.t most 

of then lay in the PaG de Cal21 "1 c.rea t a1thou,sh e fm·,. were seen on 

TC- - - - -=~ 

~\; An 
.I~ ... 

:~i.itii:-;-.' . 'i,,-E.~.~~.-.-_1.'1Htl ~t' : n ~ b 
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~ 

the IOuerboUl"':; peninsula.. As the construction !)rocressed. there 

::;,;ry!le~.red at 0.11 sites t,'7:) or three curiousl;r curved. trJ.il<iinc!'! 

rcser:iblinc £lIds. ..\os D.. rosult the ter:'1 ~I sites ".::loS o.:;>ylicd. to 

these locations, 1).Illl. soaeuhnt Inter ..:OJt\LL becnme their code desiG­

nation; -1::lCROSSHO',,' H~~r, the us'u:1.1 tel" I e~T)loyc5. to descl~i"be o'l)el'~.Hons 

:Bctueen 27 AUt-:u~t c.nd 4 Ieccmoer the a.tti tude of the Air l:inistry 

m[:ht i:le described 2.S ''latcllful \'aitins. ;~ 'te',j :ninor r~id~ H'Cl'e 

e~~rriea out o.cainc~li the sitos: 4. ::l.tt~~:f\ nera zra.d.e in A'U.;'.:U":lt. 5 in 

Se:?tc!lber,o..nd. 11 in i;ove:::oer. It io 'lirt1nll~r ic:>osdble t'J discover 

·~luhich nil' force J'!lC:.de the~e :J.ttnc~:s. - l):,' :7ove;i'JBr t the r~o.l T;'Ul'pO oe 

of thes<? \:or::r: be~m to 'be SU~T)ccted. It wac obMrve:l thct those in 

the Pas de Oalcds and Die:')'")B rc60ns seened to be 'l)ointed to'/ard tond.on, 

Coud those on the Oherbour,:: T,leuinsulo. seemod v.i;:;.ed <l.t Southh...'\.l:?ton 

r-,nd 3rlstol. ;'7one "ere r.lore then 1~10 wiles fro,,1 their o.,!>'Onxent t~r-

~etG, and it sec~0d evident tht1t ~one t~~e of projectile Was to be 

fired fro:n thoso construction ';01'):0. ~~- thE' bo.:;innine;; of Docc:l.ber, 

64 ~ites had been yhotocr~Jhcd, und it 1las e~)ccted tl~t the total 

L?
number would well exceed ane hun6..red. -... It '.las clear to the Air 

r~nistry that furthor dolay in ~tin6 the conotraction of these new 

ConseC!.uC'ntl;,~ on 1 Dece:...bcr, :.l1i::.' soufAt the aj')7!rOirll of the 

Oombined OMe~e of St:::.:E'f :Cor att~cl:'J on the 1>ror!':~, n.nti. the followinc 

43
day th(3 necor.>':!;:;.ry :.l.uthor1:mtion 'ca,s iss-;led. A d.irective of 

~ rece:ioer fro::l. tho ::inth I-d.r :Ooree established. o:o->erntion QEOS'::::O',: 

".4 :t 

t

~fi~iir.?' .:iII.'.'.'ii'.'II'li?~l.·'WI.I.W. 
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~tTf'IT'j"'-( j. fOlrl/tT1JllI 
for t:n.e I:~ ::Iotlber CO:::JUld and »ro-vll1ed a. lint of tareets uT!!hich ore 

to oe attnc'.;:ed hlneCl.if.~ttJ1y. 1l~4 So rc:nid.l;.." ~~,S tlliFl order clJ,rricd 

out thn.t the i'irst 02.03&:;0''; r.d :::c:ion "n.s ~cnt ofr tho next .:1£',,7, c1­

45
thoujl 1 t nu.:::lt be ~dded thc"t the "Do:uoinc results were nil. The 

V.iA'l;'I directivo of 15 Deceubcr nlrc."'.cly referred to c<~ve CJiO,3S:aO",T n 

secor...d. :>rio1'1ty for oJ)cra.tiont: uh1eh ....]:~s ~....inttuned until the and of 

~cbr'lU',ry• 

:ror n ti:J.13 after tho unsuccessful ;:;,is:.;;:;ion of 5 recc.J.be1'. S:I 

d teo uere unnole!Jtcd by the 17inth. ~ltho'.1>..;h the Zd ~aetlcal J'.ir 

~orce lbrit1sh) viF-ited the~ ~e7eral ti~es. On 20 Decenoer the IX 

];;oiiioer OOr:J..-::::m.d returned to ths ntto.c': b;...· senCiin~ 35 ~!arauders of 

tAe Smd C'.nd 386th Gro\X?f> to the constru.ction "lorl:a o.t 11,Genvillcr.46 

!i:hc e7u.l~tlon of this mSDion brinGS out one of the tiifficulties in 

020SS:EO J o:9cro.tions: it \las cxtronel~' h~rd to jud.:;e results. In 

addit10n to 'leather interference u1 th photo reconnni se:mCG ui ssiong, 

noot o:t tho S1:1 si tea ,lOro looa.ted in s:n...""!"ll '1nod.S, ana the S~d.OllS 

thrOl;n by the treo£> oitcn ooscured ground dctclls. In the case of 

Ii? 
thi~ :9u:rtlculcl,'r :.rl.ssion, onG report - sta.tes thn.t r.:l!'.n:,' direot hits 

were ccorod on constructions, 1'hilo cnother st~tes tlk~t p~thou&a 

cood b!'Ou3>inS un1'l necurcd., lIuniortunnte1;". houever. fe", diro~t hits 

48 
:"',1'0 to bo seen on iU'JtcllCl.tions. II Assessncnt of d::l..:::..:..t;O to :;03.t.LL 

t~reets continued to re~in one of the ~oct ~ersistent ~roble~ln of 

tho onor:,tion. 

On tho 21st. 79 bO:uoers c.ttr.c::od the ~:I ~i tos at Cocove and 

Vc.cquerictte ~d th ':loor ros·;1J.ta. D..-;St•.,;e on. the :ro~:)ot in.sto.Hc.tion 

-
,: ,., , 
~ ..... ~,l. I 

. ~" IS? .- * '.•U _ £_h~ £ 1 L~...i. 1./'_' II 
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~t Cocove ~l~S hard to e~tim~te bco~use of unu~Uf~11~ ~oor photo 

cover3.ge. In the c~se of: VacQueriotte. the 323d ch',rged 'Hith the 

~ttt'.ck bombed. St. Roc:;" au Eoiz b:; tlistcl:e. 49 Other OIiOS;S:SO.r o!>era­

tiona assirned to ndili. tiOIL?l erol],."Os wore blo~:ed 0:; brtd we~ther t!?lich 

forced the planeD to ntriJ:o hrGot3 of lest resort. Addi tionc.l rnids 

too~: ?)lcce on 24. 30 rmd 31 DecerJ.bor i'11 th vtU'Jing res-uJ.ts. Eonoar­

diel's ~d n..'\vi~torc. found tho d ~el:l hc.rcl to loc'\te ~d ic.entify. 

~ho 337th Gro-~ n~~eTcd oouet~1n~ of a record b~ dro~}in~ 23.75 

ullile OIl.B 'bo:\: of th'e 3::.6th ';las I:. r.d.ler, o:t:L it~ tarGot. On the othE'r 

si te c.t .Audincthun on 2-2 lecell"ber. A l,~r~e COUCE'ntrc.tiol1. of DOwDS 

landed directlY in tho tarGet urea ~n.d e1 ther Ciirect hi ts or var:,­

50 
ncar miosos \:01'0 .l'.1D.d.e on tho ceco!ld end thircl S.J. Juildinbo. 

3;; the end of t~e t:onth I a. I:!et1J.od of clo.ssif;;ins :3:':1 51tes 

nCCOMl1.G to the ~Co inflicted on thew. to111S t!or:-:ed out b~' the 

Oros~b~w SubCoLL~ttec of the Joint IntelliGence Comuittee. A series 

of cnte:.::orles of Ql1.r.1o.;;e ,..as cot u;') :md desi[;i'lCted A throu'':''fl D. 

t!':.r[:et 1Ir.Uh one or Co:lro direot hits on sone of the I:k"\in buildings. 

Oa.tc5;ory B inaicn.ted hi tlJ t.:i thin the target urea. neer enouJa to 

Wc.s a.~·',lio(i to t~cets tho,t h..'td rcceb-cd so!no bursts in the l'.re:1 'out 

no Q.ire~t hits on nny of the eSZCll1.ti~l ele:nents. Ontes:;ory D meant 

{51
th::~t there uore 11.~ hits in tho t~rr~ct area.. ­

# . \ . '. 
t • , I , i, .) r 

J .. ' "_il." ~ ,~ '" .,l. 4.t 
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In e;~ldnin.; the :!'loUe:,- tJe:.lind t:iJ.eze elt'.csific~~t1on9. 

~:/c J. ~:c(Jo~o of tho? 'P'::S D:'.de it cloar that no -oo::;"tJinc ei'f'orts 

lIero to 'oe uo.:::ted. on ta.rcets tp~'\t nicht be n.ll'cc..d;I- neutrr'.1i~ell. 

As oo~n. {'.s n. 7ital pa.rt of v. :;O:.A1J:l il:J.S clestro~red.. ev.:;n it' only 

thou~;llt n T):~:...tic lieI' 91 te e:houlG. be sus icnded. beCt;.use o:r hi tG Ort 

to uitilhold their l:'.tta.c::~ uatlJ. n final jUdj1cnt could be nronounced 

'b~ the ...ur l:inlst:r~·. ~a.rcots :::;ulr.:?cndod \Tere not to be [.ttacl:cd ngain 

until the Air ~~inistr;: d.ecided th3.t re~:nirs had 'l)roeeoded :far enou€;h 

to ju::;ti~y further ad.sslonl:i. 52 By tho 31st of :Dece::iDer I it ,las es­

tio~ted thut only six sites wora co~1etcly iini~ed. 21 \:ere three­

"u..'11'te!'s cOLl?'letc. 39 uoro only ~-uf :finiohcd, nnd 16 \;ere lose than 

ho,l£ finished. 53 Such \'la.s the st~te of Of.08~O.; o~er:;.t1ons by the 

end of 1943. 

::"'ut cttc.d.:s on i:03ALI, inst:;;.lln.tions \lere nat the only opera.tions 

clurin~-: I:ec6nocr. Attacks on t.irf'ie1ds uore ztill conf'idered D, yhase 

of PDI:;';~.:L.:.J.::': ~:llich enj o;reCi. to!' priority in IX J3o.iioar o:9~ro.tions. 

1 Docenber UI.S one of tho biL oDerntiOIlE'~ dnYfJ of' the month n~inst 

thi~ t:J.le o:r t8.rGet. 176 3-26 1s fron tile four croU'OG of the conr..."'.Ild 

dro."pod. 372.03 tonn o:!? bO::lbc on cirdror::eo o.t O':'.:.lorCl.i /::i crcniec. 

Lillo1Vendeville t nnd C:>.:l1bm1/:;.Jinoy. M 
~ ~he boo"oln::::: of tho first 

two t'].rcets "lo.S quite successful. ~'.t CUl:lbra.i/~·).crL+lics the soutiJ.t'l'ect 

£11 J:!)erscJ. are3- r€ceived it larGo concentro.tion of bon'os coverinc t..'le 

-r- ­

, , '-'! la' 
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136.Jp t) (~~ "I.' <.J 
(Its' J! 1 ."., ~ ._- f Vli';' La "1'201' 

entire nrca. ~en or tue17e borfo9 fell on the lruldin;:: field of \'lhich 

~e Lille/Vendovill~ ~1raronc received a very effective 0000­

ing. A heavy concentration occurrod north of the rev2ir 1k~5ar ~nd 

..le::t end or the ~:D-S\: r-1.1Jl~ny. and in the south. dispersal area. 30I:iCls 

ruso k~dcd c~onb x~~t1on stores ~~usin~ violent e~losians. As 

tho :91~es laft tllis ciri'ield. the~· coulc1 see touerinG behind them a. 

ploo.scmt mQi;1cnto of their vi!1i t in the form of n. column of S::1o;:;e 

55
oevert.1J. thousc.nd feet MeA. T.his :£'iold was one oJ:' the Dore i:::1­

port:xnt b~ses of the G_r? C~ngtructed oriGiIk~lly by the ~rench. it 

J.1ad been used brie-fly b~~ the P..'I.!' in the disMtrouz ueel:s of 194:0 • 

•\.fter bdu i-;; occ-!l~i ed by the G-e:rnans tit \la-s turned. into c. bombor and 

bOQber-reCOnn~f,i':3so.nce stn.tion. Consider.:.'blp conetruction tco~-: plc.ce 

E6
i'i[;htcr trcdnin.::; unit l'JD.O thert'. 

~he QutstmlClin,!; ui~!don of the month. :md the l~rbo::,t :,'et 

~chiJ?ol nirdro::!O on 13 Deccr:tbcr. All ero~1?s contriiJutecl to put n 

toto.l of :::08 Zi:lra.uder!:, ui th i'i§lter {'f.'cort over the tareet. ~he 

r3.id lac-ted i"ro..l o,!>3Jrorluntol:: l'tlti to 1-:~5 c.nd consisteii of B 

fliGhtz ~de u~ oi frou 15 tQ 36 nircr~ft. 4 tot~l of 757 7. 1.OCO­

pound botlcs i'JOre dropped, of l!Aich c..t le~l.f,t 65 !:lor cent a.!1'1eo.r to 

have 1c.ndcd i '1thin the tarcot n.reg. ~e l'I.nn.::-;a.r una rfnnir sl:.o!-, nrr:a 

~ 
~tUU\ IIIL\L 
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on the- south ci6..e of the 1'1('10. ucro ueJ.l covered, ,dth uurst:::. ~d 

tro~tc6. or	 conclfered on~ of the cost 

:;:he F1'(int:. ;r;j,1,tchr IDJ:1.., 'QUoted b;.r Lieu.tcnnnt "ro.n .l:\ntt:c:ro of th( ~':'D~c1 

):0::::1';) 8qulMlron rooeiveCl. lEO 1:.01er-; dUl"i:r:.:; tho I.'.ctio:::, SOtie of tue::a 

the si7.E> of r.L dinner nlo.to. :"''vcr~... nlc'Dl? in t1.iro !;r~'l1L~ilron receivE-c. 

of tha squnt1ron.Jr, 1'7 pl:-..nee Hero in conOi tion to i'l¢·. 53 

rec~~ocr represented ~ cono1dcrc~le incr€~sc in nlfne~ diz­

:-o'\"'c!.:bor: ale 6ir;7);':'.tehec.. 1£61; nttHcl:inC 97'S 
Decer::.bor~ ajc diF.~:1tchea. 2067; attlc!c::1n.c:. 912 

:;e~thcr continued to leCl,d as the cause O::L abortive -.isdons, account­

inr; for 79 7)01' cent of the r,d1urec durinG the Inzt 3 months of' 19~. 

Since the COI:.llli:md followod the !>ol.l.c;:~ of putt:i.n,-: Yilr'.nn£1 into the ?ir 

if th<?'rc 'tJnE tho l!1i~Atest oh['.nce of nttccl:in,_:, thie tended to ce.use 

(\ l~l"r:e nu..':1ller of ~'c,,-thcl" nbortiver~. In the opinion of :3J:'ig. Gen. 

s. :::. Anderf,on 01' the IX :Bomber O'or:;,.::a.nd. thh yolic;,~ 1-If.'.l' justifiable 

on	 the r,round~ t~t it nl~c~d ~oro boreas on ~no~y inst~11~tionc ~~d 

513 
incrc~sE"d tho of ien!1i7e s"l"Jiri t t'uon:; cOl:llIat oren•• 

:ltIIP. ., 
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Ti~hter eocort for IX ~o~ber 0o~~nd ai~siona in 19~3 ~~s 

larGely provided. 'b;i i-a. 11 Grou;o of the ~E. n.lthoUC',h on Mme occ~-

sionz the .:icAt1l. ~';ir ::'orce sent f'i6hters \Then there i'1<:'.5 0. E'oecial 

need for th€~. ihe first combat fi~ter o~erntiong of the IX FiDhter 

Co:r.r.:.."'..lla. occurred on 1 Decomber uhen 28 UustcngS of the 3E4t.b. !it:llter 

Grou~ nad~ a sueop over northorn rrence. GO ~he fir~t escort ~ission 

too]: pIcco on E' lece:il"uer 't.':l1en the 35Gtb. :L'ichter SCJ.uadron aecow~aniea 

bombers of the :L.i['~th :Jir :::'orce to fJ:liens. ~he i'irf.t recll~' "big 

efi'ort in thifl t~:ge of o:,!cration occurred on 13 :Dece:;;ioar \.'~hcn IX 

:b'l~p.tcr OOJ:!.'7.ru:l.11 l:u~t~c~ of the 356th SQuadron eEcorted the Fortressefl 

ell tho \\"C}~ to l::iel c.nti. ba.ck. ~.tle total diflt:·.nce out \las 490 r:,i!BS 

(n.llol''inp for fl doC1ee cOU!'f'e over the ~:orth S(?~) l'.Il.d conl:."ti tuted a 

record fli&llt for fichterr. at thn.t tine. Cl 

,.j;~:mroAir:1ntaly 150 fiehter~ con~tituted the n.or::o..l escort for 

med.1u.r:l-llom"l)er o1)ero..tionn during the Hinter r:onths. L~tor the :981'­

centc,@,e of fi6htcrs in relo,tion to the nU!i1bcr of borrtoers declined 

sO!Jl'mhct. T"ilE! fichter escort '!'J[;.S usue~ly dhd.iled. into ta.ree f'lit;41tz, 

ber.;inninc tli th Do to-a cover ::lt~v~r£'.l thousund feet above the bomber 

ooxcs. The ·oulk of the fighter£: \'ioulcl be stationed. some\;here 'bet\'iCCn 

thiE tOl) cover anel the l~,",rauder for~....tions. end a third fichter 

:Cli6J.t 't':oulcl re::.r,in <'..t the setlC ~ltitucle a.s the "oonberr to uiC:= off 

fic,htcr eocortf. vere en inll.if:pe:um:..'ble lJurt of IX Jomber uissionE. and 

exce~t in the ccse of cert$in rOl~ in~tallctiong, the bomoer£ ~ere 
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orderec1 to return to 'basa if the fi,:nters uere 'U1l[~bla to m.."1.ke the 

I'cnde:::vouE Cot tho e..9Dointed time. 62 

:ane!:l~' ri:l,idt1 on the liinth I::. airf:leJ.d~ "lere not 0. serious :9rooleu 

nt any tine durinG the "Ccrioii. covered 'O;)~ thh stu~·. ~l.i.a VIII ASC 

sUf,;tcdned [\ fo\; visits fro15 1r.d1v1d:ual GeI'no.n reid.eI's durin~ the 

~er ~d fell of 19L 3, but no serious d~"\.::e '\"es done. Zn.ese 

z:ti.nuscule attacl:s dill, brinf, noout n. chnn:.:e in ntti tu.de tmrlertt the 

USC'~ of tho di'li trench. At :Soxted a Sho.1l0l'T trE'nch, dUG wi tb. f:. 

r.o.rl:ed l~,C:: of enthu~it~~o durinr; the hot su:m,l'~r dD.ys. \lti'.S filled with 

2uOO ho.ste ;;,.nd earne::;tno~~ durinG one sortie that the uass of bodies 

63 
coon fill~d the little ditch to overflo\nnc• 

.t..fter th~ :7inth Has activated, only 1 Germ::.n o.ttac:;;; of il:{?ortance 

occurred. :detveon the hours of 1~20 end .aoa~ on 10 Decer.:ber, ro enet1;r 

c.ircraft stru~: at the 4 fields of lJosfield, Andre',,£: :-ield. Z'U'll s 

CoIne, and Gr~·C'!.t 1'11;>-. !Q\T. ,At tAie Inst b.::.se, 8 \'lere killFd, 7 severel}r 

llOunQ.cd I ancl 21 slijhtly uounc'i.ecl. The bom·o t hit livinb Clu.arters 

rather th~ aircraft an~ the Gcr~~s were ovidently well infoT~ed as 

to the locr,t1on of the inotallations. Since there \Jets no antici.r­

craft opposition, it ~~y well oe believec'i. that the enemy missed an 

~portunity to inflict serious ~.Ge.G4 

Janunry uns n[~r::oa. by feu chnnees in. the o~erc.tion$,l nolic;r of 

the liinth .\ir :orce. ~asr;ions in su'O:oort of :t'OIli~...Li.2.A still were 

Gccor(J ed a first nriori t~r. v..ncl OB.O~..i-O:l cr..o.e next. Amend.:'::ent :~o. s, 

cnted 4 Jpnuo.ry, to the dir~ctive of 25 rocc=bcr canceled la~t-

~....';' ".F--'" .L . ,_ _ 
~ __ ~_$.",)r, '((~ 

• I q'IiT '• ? 
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recort texgets. ~ut othortdse there was no Change. Ar. in rece~oer 

bad i':eather contin'llci to interfere with o}jerc.tions. ~\tenti1--five 

rdssions \Jero cchedulecl d.urinS the nonth, involvinG 89 attacl:s c.£:~..inct 

various t:lr[;Cts a.."lll ].U yhoto end llcr~ther reconIJ.aissa:uce r:l1ss1ons. 

Sixteen t;~ttc.o;:tl f:.~iled. to bon"1) the o'bjcctbrcs, l~~rcely becc.use of 

66 
l'e~ther interference, nnd 1.('., att:::.cl:r. lIere on second/il.r;- t~.rC;8ts. 

i;. totd of 1,740 plcnes t:ere ci.iry:l.tched of' \Jhich 1,022 drop:r;.ed 1,521 

tons of' bombs. ui th no 10 so of only 4. planes. 66 

~ne ~ost he~vily bo~bed objectives duriLG the nonth were the 

de ?ottier, Bois Eer..jre. t'.nd ~litleilX. ;;:b.o only airfield attacked 

vl..:;.F. the Oilerbourg/:ra~crtuscir<1rone,l:lrlch. '::;>'5 bO::li:led twice E'.S Co 

seconrlar~ tarGet on 7 J~uur~.67 

]:1 this tin:e the perfo:r:cance of the 3-ZG in tl:l.is thec~ter hc.d 

ao:np1£telz" dic,elled the bad rEJ.lutcUon tJAich had. so ur.deservedly 

clunG to this pl:m.e. .Althougb. :nreviousl~' oonsiderf'd dnn{.';erous to 

hrmale t nevertheless it ,,0.::: able to breve the heaviest concentrntions 

of f'1r'-": rind to return. in eroite of direct hits nnd. sC"riou~ d.o.ru.t;e to 

ooth nen and eouipnent • 

.:.. t~,:!?icC',l stor~' of tb.e excollent flyinG qualities of the ~:[~r.?ua.er 

('.net the cOUT£i,ce and abili t~· of tho ncdiu:J. "boriller Dilot£ is t~ns story 

tC':>::en fro:n the Ristory- of tho 552d 30miJardmen'l:i eq~"l.6.ron. Lt. Leon.c.rll 

r, 
, , 

~ 1 
'" 

- il 
iJ9 . ~J &I I~.f' 1m. It 
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nose 0'£ the pl:llle l'l'::'~ nhattered, the 'bor:'!.·Lle.rclier was wounded, ana. the 

i'eHthorin[; HV.S i0:9o sstble. ~he hyd.I'CJ.u11c s;rtlteo UC.S p'lll:.ctured, and 

tho [:cs t=:nl: rcoeived. so tlD.l1Y hih thc.t fuel 'tICS lcol:inG into the 

iuselece. ~he tnil [':U!lD.er t·!C,£\ t:ortclly \'1ounded, cIdi. the right pro­

peller tK,,:::: vibrv.tin6 so violently that the pI<:t.ne could be ~;:e1)t urJ 

only d.th the l:';1'e~test <1i:L'£iculty. LieutenE'..nt :'Burgess neverthelo(;'.c 

held. hir course over the tnrcet o.ncl dropped :ius ·oom'b~. AlthoU{;h 

otcaclil;y loc.in:.; D.J.titude and untl.ole to close hiE bonb bay doors, he 

\vas able to n7 br\ck ri'.t 1o,", nlti tude an.cl cro!1scd the :3nglbh coast 

jur.t in ti:ne to ~~<;e a cood turf erc.sll landinG. 

/Usa tY.[)icnl if: th.e stor;,,- of the ~ ~. piloted b~' Lh. 

3"115cnc :E.eovce nnd L.. R. Gri~J:i::m. On 15 :]c'or-tL~ry this !Jlcno tool: 

unu.s~l:.· her~v:;.·. nnd jU~ t 'befor", relcasin&; the bOI:l:os, the 0:1':iJJ. ~ 

Wl.S hi t end tho 'lc.ist Gunner severoly \Jounded. I:nc.ediatel:.- after the 

bomoo uere ntJa.~-, the pl[~e i'l~S struc:: o.(;=..in. !01ocl:int.~ out an encine, 

putting out uost of the inEtrumcntn in t~e pilot's eoopcrtmcnt, and 

l:ounClinG Lieatcnrolt Orisman in the '£c.ce. In f.\?,ito of the£:G diffi­

cultie~, the ~ilots rncncGed to urine the nlane ~crosz the OAanllol. 

<:1.1 thoUE,h they Uro:!>ped fron 4: ,000 to 900 feet l'Tr.ile crossinG it. A 

cro.~h lnnc1inc sf'encd inevito..u1r'J. nn.d Lieutel"...ant Crisr:an, the co-"ilot, 

llent into the Hulst to tic the woundco.. gur..n.er to 0. cun sw1vol ,..hen 

the den-d. enone :.drc\culous1:r st:u-tecl ::'.Ild. hold lon~ onough for 

~ 
~ of 

" 
'I 
~.j 1'1 
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Lieutencnt P.csve~ to 

~idlter o:oere.tionll durint; tho month conshtod of' the usual 

socort cover. In mmport of o'Ocrations by both the 3icilth and rinth 

COnloers, the IX :Fif71ter COLl:::.cmd !lev- 359 sortier:, 'ili th claios of 45 

('Jnen~~ 'l)lanc~ destroyed, M. }"):rob:l.bles t and 4.3 dc,;,x,.;;ed. .AJ:lorican. los~E;s 

'Her'o confined to 4., circraft. 6\;:1 

J:oout this tine 0. eeriou~ te;chnict~l d.efect in the :rirint~ S;;;l:te.'i 

of the P-5l befnn to C~UGC concern. Filota of' the 354th ~ighter 

(;'rouu h~d be,;:n r6:oortin~.: Q.Ui. ::toPyc.,:::es ar. eo,rly vs Decerloer, bu.t the 

trouble incrcc.3ed in J'o.n.u.:::.r~; rith rtoPT'C1.:.;eG re2!orted on olno~t ever~' 

mssioIl.. Gn 11 JcmU':'.r~: i t ~';C':,l:' found t11ct 36 "l)\?r cent of the G'Wlr: 

in fic.hter Cl.ircro.ft 11::..d. ja::u::tCC on L'lhsionl1 1'10\''I1 tnat day. T'Jle 

:Critish. \'1ho hr~d been u~in;~ the P-51 'oe1'ore it '\:"0..0 o!'erated b~r 

kI:Jerlcan units. liara D,t'are o:f thic defect. but }'l.:::.d been unc.ble to 

correct it ~ucce~siully. A ztudy carried out by t~e ~erGtio~~ Ee­

rJenrch Section of tile IX ~"il:hter OOJ:!l:u:'\Ilc1. on the eun stoP'P0.ges Det\1een 

16 Dece:lber rul,:;.. 11 J['.Ilun,r~; concluded thp.t uO"UX :oUoh hc:.ve been f1gh,t­

ins un&er the hantdco:o of 3'001' :L'ire-pot;er. ~he:-' have co~ensa.ted for 

. 70
tt.is by aWloro tnctic~ lrlth a hiL~11~' manoeuvre-ole aJ.rnlane. I' 

.i 101'[;e '1)orcento.r::;e of fltop;m,c;os t it \iaS found, \>Tas <r..used b;y 

the failure of r,hollu to extrr.ct fro1:1 tho belt. ~he :f'iMl solution 

to the vroblc~ conrl~ted in ur,ln~ ~ boocter Dotor in tho fced chute. 

'hon in n nhc~rn ::lC.nCU7cr the preSl"ure on amrYnition in the oelt 

incre~sed to nore tl~ 17 ~o~ac. ~ contnct ~~s clo~ed and. the notol' 

r '4 i_­


4' '-i,li! c, , ;I' ! bC' ) l'
r • ", 
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~ "a.s 01cctric:'.11;:- {;tarteo.. ~ .hen the !=,res ~UI c drey")cd to 17 !louna.r , 

'Gh(;l cont~cts U(.'1"o cuto::J.c~ ticC\ll~l ·o1"o!:c..J.. and thQ l:lotor ues rt(7)!?ed. 

~irl.c device '7[,0 1nr.tal1eC. on the r;uEt~[;C l1.C fed as :.1oo.ification 

1inoc :r>er:dttc:d nnc1 erCc.t1~: r~t1ucod (;Un jc;L.~-:iinc. tl 

uoth 3rlti::h und. .I.\.:..crlo::.n. e:'\9crts on the' 1) rOt-:rc E;:::; of c.tt~c::s on 

rcconncipcnncc. Of t~O~C, (~7en larcc aitoc hou bco~ locrted, ~nd 

s:.~I rl1teo. plus tho solio. conztruction of tho buildin~:~ ~d. their 

tloncd dr~te, 11 siteG h..-:.d su:::ta.incc. direct J.dtE on so::'c' of the ec~cn-

ti~l elc~entc. a~ sitoa hc.d received neer nicsos on es{cntial ~~rts. 

vnd 12 Elitee c:::'o:;cd hi tn in the tarGet o.rer'. '.n thout enc.ence of 

7'"
seriou~ dc~~a to tho i~~ort~~t ot~~cturcs. ~ 

So:no efforts Here o[~dEl to n.ccertnin th.o l\"Tj-,.,roximc.te title neeo.ed 

i'c.ct that no conslstf:nt re::r'.ir :oolic~' couli!. 'JG noted. nt i'ir:,t. So:·e­

ti:ne!:l the robot confltru.~tionr uera rE:TJ[dred :nror'ntly aftor a rc.id. 

,~d at other ti~c~ c lone delf~r encuccl. IncreasinG ettention see~cd 

to oe ~~id to c::;:.oU£lr.~;a ubi ch o:opc[l.ri?d to ta::o Clri ori t~· oval" re7j~dr!J. 

~ihen exte:::u:;ivo r~:9D.ir[ ilcre undertc2:on. tl:c:; vero c:.rric1d out ·0:: 
73 

pioneer unito ~nd not b;,r oi..."11icn 1:orl:ers. 

~. r-__----~......it .~. 
" t ~, 

'/. 
aZ!!":!tLH [L '-2 I' *..~ 
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OD. a sa oito at st. JOS3e e,.u :Jois showed. r~ai.rs in full m'Tlnt.~, rtl ­

thou,sh the "oo::il)Or3 hud ooviJrcd the ~ it e \'1i tIl 20Q oratel's. incluo.ing 

.:lirect hit~ on 30ver~\1 buildinG!'. ro~da. and }')o'\'lcr linos. Cr.9.tel'S 

neor the cssonbi:u elc..:l~nts "ore Goln.; filled. ln, enD.. buildinGs t'l'ere 

being re::,1=-.il'oJ.. A \7ee~: l~ter ~or~ ::9hot·,n choliled In.rge du..~s of 

blo.torb,ls and indic:::.tcd tbt destroyed. buiJ.dincs wer4~ being CO:1­

13hm,,·cQ. tho re:o:-.ir2 ,'ell on the ....'[[',y to co:..:;:>lation. 74 An1'):U'E'ntl~iI even 

u1th1n 5:1 d.~..s. -,rovlded. loc:J.l In-bor co·l.l1rl 00 obt'\inerl. 2ritich in­

:rormi~t1on 1nd1~.."t0d th"t ::. consldcm'l.))le difflc~J.1t:.~ in findin:; uo:r:':Jen 

had. c1.evclo":)oJ.. r-.n,d tZli'1, even :.:,r3 th~m the c::::te.o.t of the bO::lbing i t­

oelf. fre(luentl;: retnrded the COUl'':lO of rcconc:-,'truction. 75 
HOllevOl'. 

in s~ite of ell the efforts of the ~erll~nz to ~rot2ct their ~~I 

i'1r:::eu. in	 c:~tcc~Qr;,? ~i. c::!ZaC6 0;"- the ~"'ir ::inistr;{ an&. 1'lore therofore 

'76
r,u<::,:')ended. OOMi·:!.11'1:0..; th{) clif'fic-ultlf'}c thc.t affocted CP',j3S~O:; 

oJ?orf',tionc, t~1ij reco:rd is e t:ri'buto to the 1)er-;lsteneo D"IlQ. aceu."".-~c;r 

:ITorce, olrin;s t:> 1m im:oro7erJ~nt in the ,,:eath.'3l'j co1'ties too:~ plc::.ce 

on 17 d~yo. S:he r;:ontb. '~lCtS irnort::m t for other re~oon9: 8 Fe'br-tlc.~r:r· 

£iith r-rau'Q. the 3gls t, "oCCC',!10 oJ?cr::~tion::l.l on the 15th; £.!lU the ra.tio 

; I 

" ;ac f 
- -~-'L~<' 

U tiL ilL! 7' _hE ' ds 
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of fiti2tcTs to bo~bers declin~d to the over-all fiCU£c of 3 ti:nters 

•.. 77
t o '., oomocrs. 

Sever~l iUDortant ~odiric~tions in co~b~t 901icies oc~urred 

c1.Ul'inc; the nonth. A. :7inth Air :orc€l directive of 8 ]'ebI"ll:"!'~' \111ilo 

still rsc:uiria.'"; th::J IX BO::lbor Co;m:mQ. to t';iva firrt nriority to the 

sttnJort of the ::J.r:;hth I ,1 pon~:::''L..l\.:'.:r":: oper3tions, o:-:tended. tlte cO!Ji.l~a.' r 

choice of t~rcet~ conGldcrablz:78 

~b.c IX 2o:.ii:lor Oo;:..-:.;,nd ~nll. for tIle !'lre~ent. :n1ttce in firrt 
~riority diverr,ioll~rJ ogeratlons in r,UNDort of the ~iGat~ ~ir 

:s'orcc bO:.1b;;-r oi':f'ort in O:Jcration POIl:~:£A:.::~. ·,/1:lenever "00381"ole 
t~rc:et 0 in.clUl1ecl in the third T.lriori t~r "i,lelo\; 'Jtill De att;:>,c~=ell 

in 13WJ}:ort of the :"'ifhth ..ur Force stratet::;lc bO:.10er o"Oer'~tion~. 

:;hen ue·~theT or other con:::;ideI'.~tion;::: i1TC"lent n.ttnc:: of theae 
to-rech. the Oo,.l.~'.ndin~ c.cnar.:-.l IX :do..1bcr CO~ .~,n5. is o>er:..itted 
to ~elcct. ~t Ius o~m di~cretion. those t2rgets wnlch he deeos 
L1Of't sui tn.ole in ,·(rich to nU'I')Jort the :i:l[,hth .Ur :::orce operations 
in Oy crrLtiQn EOI C::;:,jL~\:.:1:. 

Second ~riorit;. n:s ['1ven t') 0liJSo.!;$O ,j tC1,r[~ets. nnd a thtI'Il :f.lrlority 

tf.'.rget hitherto UIJ.mentloncd in ;'Jinth oOL1bin~ clirect,lvoes. 3'ourth rnd 

fifth :orioritiec uent to oclecGcd inL1.ustrinl tar...;ets, ",na sixth 

:priority \:£1.8 es":i.:;no5. to Cer":;'-lJl-held uirfields uithin :J.ediu:::-bo;;::;,ber 

79 
ran~e. 

A neu directlve 3 da;JrG later 0:,?11 t CE.\iS;;':"O:i toxf'ets into secClnd 

end third nriori ties anel thU3 I::l~ved tb.e renainint: o'ujectives one 

"1)riorlt~t lO~1Cr. Gcrm.-m.-hel<l ~ir:Liel<ls oeco::lin.:; sevc;J.th inste~c1. of 

sixth. sa On 21 rebru[~ry Q. <llrective !=,erLlitted bo:ibint~ of industrIal 

ta1'cat::; onl~· T<,a.en vidbla bo:::ibinr: oonditions :grcve.ilea.. It al~o 

rc~oved the linit~tiQn on the si~Q ot for~~tions att~c~in~; suCh 

T 'i 1" ,,1. 
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81availnolo foroco . . • .11 1. :further c~Ge of :!,olic~~ "'RS :'".3.de 

on thQ ZGtll l'he::l thrl directive of t~e 21st vos r~cndea to Demit 

a.tta.c::s on rnil"l"a:: cen"'ero o.nL insto.lla:tions .:'..s a !w.rt of tho :;'7inthl,~ 

'OOIo-r,r_Tc""" 82Gu:onort 0f • .... __.u.:.........
 

inntcll:1.tionn. ,'itb. 79 etta-c::::: as co:::::nu-ed wlth 31 ntta~;:s reJortcd 

ncdnl':1'I; airdrO.:!:Gs DnU one attLC~: on .Cl..1.rsh.,"'.11ine; yards. Out of 

3 t 934 aircr;;:.ft a.is'l)atched. 2,187 d.ro,~ed 3,282.86 tons of bOI.1bs on 

the t;:x£ets. Z1c ra1l:"tivoly s'ik"ll n'\ll!lber of 15 3l1:'nes "lore lO!1t. 

but e53 ~aateined b~ttle a~nce. riGhter escort sorties c~e to 

83
3,109.

!.ttac:':g \:ere sahedulcd for 3 Fcb:ru'"l,ry but ",cathor interfered 

~]lth ::':H;t of tho:n. end the fir::'it o:9argtion.~l clo.:'" of any COnGOClUenCe 

":':~S the 5th, uhcu 226 r:.ircraft cttn.c;:e:l. 7 .J03l.L1. tnrt:'3ts in the St. 

O~er ~~e~; the uission b~£ succesr,fu21y c~rried out. out 6 c1rcrkft 

u~re l()f'.t. On tho follo\Jlnc c,':t:/, airdro:nc£l ot Corucilles-e-n.-Ve:dn , 
uta. Rodere::;-c::l-S~.nt'2rre nere boutbed b~,r 78 end 30 ~:a.rauders 

r, lids on :ttr~hc.1lin~ ~rarl1~. ?ifty-four ~brCl.uder~ drop!led 79 ton~ 

of boooo on trao~3 ~~~ r~ilrocd in~t~11~tions ~t TerGnier, c~usin~ 

conniderablo dnunGe and holding Ury trn~fic until 25 ~ebr~;~~.85 

SOi:!.e bad 'tlen-thar ii.evalo"Qed ~'lhich ronderei oo;;::ib1n.:;; uncertain for the 

-
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pl~:.nes atk.cl::cd 03 ...o~ t3rt::ets in the lJie!>1o n,ra[t. with eood 

re::;ults, c:J::ld no 10 osos. .:1. furtller ir:1)r:r·~·e::.lcnt in the '\:eather per-

Jnitted extensivQ opcr,.,...tions on the 15th. OJ.03J.....u .. targets on the 

Oherbo1.lrt; ncn1ncul:1 ::>-'lCl. a.irdromes at 3cu.u:nont Ie :E.Ot~er end. Oherbo-.1I'g! 

l:o.u;gertUf3 "ere ~~ttLl.c':ea. in the morninG 'uy 2'{7 'bonDers of tihich E::l 

f'ailed to bo?t1b o·.dnr, to cloud. over the tp..rget. ~urinG the afternoon 

141 'bo~lber5 !;ltru.c:: tho robot in£ta.llations in the Dien::"le eres. ni th 

roc'lJ.1ts thr.t uere poor to GOod.. Sovento:}!l. oircl"cft '\.'01'0 U!k'l.l)le to 

loc~te the tareot~ nud did not bo~b.86 

1I.f'ter 0. :geriod of' :,)001' f1yinr;; ··re-.the-r t the IX :Bo::loer CO:1.:~:,.nr1 

fitte~ted to ros~o its 1~reo-Fc~10 oner~tiono on the 20th. but 

;:ithout S-llccesr.. 17e.re1'thelc:Js, the :Jissions of th:-.t iJ.r.,y pore itl­

:,",ort:".nt :'\s thl,)::~ ~'Q1'~ ~lcmned :;l.[-d.nr,t tr:.rgots in tho 17othor1a.ndr: horc­

toforo unvioi ted b~· ~:''l.rauder:;). Aside :froll th.e tuo rtd(ls on the 

and. thc~e nttr.c':s too:: tho ncdiu:ns on so;:te of their dee'C€st pene­

t1'ntions of en~y-held torritor~. 

on tho G-cr::J::.D. ..i.ir :7oI'ce o.nu. i ts ::n~,,~)orting industrio.'s. .£I.C the 

·ue=..ther il':f1roved during the 22& Md Z3d. tha inten::;i t~~ and sco!>o 

\Ie;"~thcr h..,d becono excelle'l.t ['.nc1. to ::ee, ~a.ce 'pi th th.e u.n:r>o.rr.lleled 

; r 7 Plli1 1! • WJ[~.,Ictg{' • J' 
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efforts of tho VIll :::'oaber Md ?i~;nter COl~dG. the :7iIlth n......de 

sOlie 01' its deo!,eot i')enet:r~~tionr. 01 OerL1,'ill-held territor:~. ~lle 

]}J.tch ~.ir.ric1d3 <1.t LOCu.1ID.rden. Gihe F..:i.jCil, end Deelen wero ntt....c~:p.c1 

~ath 226 airQr~ft. ~he resultz ware olczsed as Good to c~oellent. 

On the e.i'ternoon of the 24th. 1<1:5 pl:-.nps hit l;O..;.,;,L;.J constructions 

~oct\1ccn St. O:1er end ~';'b"b('vil1e '\li.th :f'rJ,ir to cood results. ~he 

\'loather detorioro.ted b~; tlt8 next c1n:,-, but the b!'ouJ's ,'lcre .';l."ole to 

att~c~ nir&roceo at Venlo nnc1 St. Trond. the n.ttac~ on the foruer 

beinG the lon.:;e~t ni~j.lt ~et no.d.e j)~! :..:.ediu.: oO::lbers based in 

Ihg'lDJld. 67 

poor. v..nd tho nisoions th:1t \:orD run off ....·era not eS!lcci::ll1~t sucee~s-

i'ul. Rou6ver. the {7'e.:l.t cir oi'i'ensiva of 20-2lJ :5"e·or-<J2.r:; hu.d 'oeen 

lo.rge1~: £:uccos~i'ul, unCi. oissionF: oi' the ~:iJlth ho.el ~ln.yed ti'.n io:?ortont 

part in ,dnnin~; nir s'U"pre!.lCi.C:Y for the J'J••J:? and :?..Il!'. ~=orcover. the 

l'iinth I:', record sl1cmerl c c1e:f'in.1 te uc:.·.·c.nce over Jrm:mr;.- in nUIiloer of 

pl?.nen mrborno r-,nd bo,~foin-:; tho t~rgcts. Althou.jl :.OSALL3 oontlnuea. 

to hold the spotlic,ilt, f:n increased ,.ctlvity a ..o,inst e.lrdromes ~Ild 

lr:mdinC 1ie1cln is cleo.rl~· evidenced. Accordins to the Ertudier. of 

the Air :,inl '5tr;t, these attl"l,C::f' 'r;Cj,",z cffcctiva. IIA, stud:: of x€l:")orts 

:Cram aJ.1 nrso.s concerned, II EtC.tc~ the ~~ Intelli ~ence S',Jh)-.p..r;:'. 

U1of',.ve~ no roan for douot ~.bout tho r.1.2r:.:e:l ef.fec't such nttr.cl::s h::r.·e 

In cort:;dn T)1~ce8. 1.,r'len r~dds occurred, it tInS 11nor-J3,1 for the ground 

staff and of'i'icerc to clo.:nber in.to the first a.7r_iL~ole vehicle end 

$ 

4a~1 
, • "4,),....f " 

': t. 
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an~ drl~e for the ogan countrz. Other5 usc ootorcycle or bicycle 

as
l:l.nd the unJ.uc'~r anen have to run. Ll 

sites 'o~P t~e ~L'T,I1 nnd VIII .Jombsr COOl"!OJld.. An. er,tin....te of' :36 

:::'ebrun.r~r lists only 8 ns cO'JPletely finished, r.nd the n'UIlloer of 

•
si teG sur'llended \>;c.s n::.toriall:p incre:J.sod 07Gr JtnQ--..r::. 1'ue of1.i 01a1 

d.~....~o cl~osifioction for FooruGXY eivas ~O~~S in e~ch c~te~or~ ns 

f'ollo'\1S: &9 

Outo~ory ~•......... 50 3ite~
 

u 3 27 11 

n c 16 ,I 

ff D•......... 4 :~
 

It "c,f'l hayed t:r,,:::~t so!:.c CO'U...'1,.clrons of tho three Ai.-iJO (..?I'ou"Os 

scheduled. for '\,:"'0 IX Bo.::ocr OOl".1.~a. \':ould "beco::le o'Qeration:~l durin.;,: 

this :::lontu t 'but such l:as not to 'be tho cc.::e. 3~· tile 12th oatu tne 

dr onii. Gl'ound echelon~ of' the 4l0th 1U~d c.rrived in :n,,:l::md. but 

thero ~'ao ~ nhortncc of pltmes. Since these lir~t oo~bers could 

not 'be flo'l.iII. to the the:1tcr, it i::::'.6 neces::::"r~" to shi"l) t:1eu in cre.te'i;1 

nnd tJ.1tln Q.S£'e;:ble theu under the suncrvif'ion of Loc~:.:1eccl re:1rasentt~-

tivos. All this con~xnod considor~ole tille, ana b~ the end of the 

t', 3-'J -~osl,lons.. . i 1 ...01' t 90 r.tl.llUS t''.lon 11, on_~~ EiOL:6 \Tere r.vo.J._';'O e ~. C~::'ll:lo. • .ue:( 

ilere not ['.'blo to ti'~:e :.oo.rt in nhoions until ::axch. 

::it.nter orco.nizationn lmre increc.sinc1Y active througil0ut 

I'ebru:.;1'~r. 701' tae iirl:Ct tine, n. ~jint1. f'i61ter ~Jin[~ becan to control 

i t!J gr0 '1.<"1) $ , u:.J.ich h...~d hitherto oT.1cr,....ted OD. £181<.1. orders irara t:J.e 

'VII! richter C:O:Jl:.1tm.(1. J:lle ~cl.·1"Cl.D.ced. hc~d(1~rtcrs of the IX ~l.ir 

& ,., 
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2(th it issued Fie1tl Ord.er 170. 57 to tho 363d j;'it,ilter G:ro~. j,nJ)ther 

i:::TQortnnt dcvelopnent uas tho nrrivc.1 of neu :fit~ter OTt;nrdm?tionE. 

!lilC 35Sth Grou:o 1u..d 'L)een oper:::ttioD...1.1 since i t C~\I.:le iro.J tho ::ie;hth 

.~r ~orae in exc~~~e for the 3~7th; its fir~t nis~ion with the 

:7inth too~: "Qlace on 3 Fobru::.xy. ~.a.e 3132Q beL"::m o:ncrr.tionc on tAe 

8th. cn.~ tho second. ::u£\b.n$ crow, the 3G:?d, oCC:".:.:le O,)cT2.tional 

~11
alonr. '.11th the 365th on 2'] Z'eiJrl1:.r~ • "" 

Ac ficiltor unitn c~~~~dc~, ~ ~criou~ reco~ition ~roble~ 

develoJled 11ith t.J.o P-51. 17hich> ui th its E\o..u.are-cut vnnf:.t ti"s, 

rescr:fuled tho :3-109. In spite of reneD-ted \l::J.rniIl/:O;s, the ThUllde:rb~lt 

unuerst~&")b10 1:udit.;;n::~tion. ~~le hirtorian 01' the 356th :5'1dJ,ter 

0'"SqULl,dron ,-~r~:?J.ical1;r deccrll)es Olle oi' thot'G 1X!ll'orhmc,te situo.tions: IJ 

:Cue 'i:-L:? yilots 'wro out for Dlood and forced the s<1~ron to 
orc~: continually in oruor te ~yoid the no~zibilit~ of oeine 
Mot do~m "Oir these 'hot rOC:-:::l.' :P.clc.tionshi~s to\lc.rd P-.il7 
pilato uare bococin;; sOl:lmh~t otro-incd ::.roo.:m6. the ~oxtca c.i1' ­
d!'o:J:::l, end. it 'trias GQncr~J.I~T considerdl. thr.t :ncr1}:>.!>s ~hundC!r­
.JoItr. ~ho'il1d be L.:o.rl::od ~'ith Corne:n cronser. or at le~st sue-I'd 
their -oilota \lith the Iron Oross tor the 1wr:: the:' 'Hore eloine; 
in disrurytinG th~ bo~bor escortn. 

~o I:..W;,! 'Oilots \>,ho ",ere llout for blood, if t:i.·,e cons'Cmlt e~co1'tinG 

of bO::loer for!:"ntions ou.rt he,yo se3ll~d so:::.e,;ACi.t routine. aml some 

• 
ro,i::lcd the '!.ue::ttion us to '\ihether or not t.a.is l'rc;s t:'leir !Jroper 

taa:. ~he~e nilots ~oe~ed to feel th~t. ~ince bonbar escort ~s~ions 

uere not to "013 the fighter un1to' :orilu.r:IJ· function durin!.; the 1nvm:ion. 

93they should h:"l.ve oore trainin;,:,: in ::dr-c:rou.n.d ccoT)erC'..tion. ~:hst 

J: 

~sr'" " I 
_, - . ..:.. .""..__ .&. .......&.:.........11..6. ....... _.....2
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r.l.i,sht hr.ve baen the be.;inninc; of' a trend in thir dirpction occl:wr('d 

3E~th PicA-tel' aro~ thr-t ni'tcr th'J 'bouber<; "'cr-J lion ti.ec:: t If th€. 

ctr.:-.i'e LTOund inf'tcl11£ tionr.. :Chis wc.s c::.rried. out Ll3 !llenne(1., bu.t 

the loss of ~our plane£ ~~£, conrldcr0$ a~ccc~iv~ t~d it b~.C felt that 
o~ 

th~ ~)~cri~ont h~a not juctlfi~d itself. ~- ~or tLe t1~c ~ein~. thiF 

~::ind at ~ction \;c.s dci'initc.l~· out. 

:;Cl,)ru.c.r~· \;C.~ the first month tb.r-t blind bonbint;; tc.ctics "ere 

e:'?Jlo~od. in the :'::on.ber Oorr.::..it-md. :llio c.ctiva aon of a p::.thfinuer 

r;r.:.~£ron on. tIltl 13th hc.~ been der,cribed ill G. :nrC'v1ou~ ch~''ljter of 

of this :::<lu.c.dron 1:erc cole to GUide £'. fli6J.t of bO:::liJer'3 to l? trtXGot. 

tho l~iIlth n:.s D. ~ritish dCYclo':oont l:no'i'n Gel C·::::::l. ~cl.s used. the sr-'1e 

'Oulr,o [\'1 ra.dc.r. but Gince it <:'ld not a,e"")cnu on the ccho, i t i~ not 

03IJ 20x in the 1K_thfini.l.er nl:.n.e. L:.¥ n:>tinc tho tine reC'uiret"i. for 

ir.::n:Use~1 froD the- r;rounCt to reO-eh the plf:Le, the nGV1L:~tor or 

·aotil;)D.rdi~r coul<l obtdn fixE'c 'b~" trip,n(::."U.1,:.·.tion a.nll thus 71rooe::t'i. o...·cr 

Ill":.,~", , 
- ~ ~-

,.rCQ'ij : ) \: l~".,. 
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[. n".re t it tloulcl t).ve tile dt:~'\l to tlle ot1::.or bo!:.[ua.rGiers thnt tho 

tarr.et iCns belon. ?_~thi'inder plc:JlcC uera fint usod in a reid on 

tlle Co~"de drCirOIlC b;:.- the 323d Grouj) on .81 Te·ol'U' ..r;". t'.nd soon Ilroved 

tini ted :Jtntol:l. as ",all as the In~ttl.ll:;tion of" I.<orc effective equi:n­

bombinr~. :;;'1'0:::1. t~lis tll:;l.G on t the ovc'rCl1st CCD,scd to v..:f£ord co::""::.'lete 

v1'otect1on to cuen;; tcrbete. 

r:.crcil UC1,:; [.. I:lonth filled t11 th i: 1')orh·.nt develonrJentE. CondcleralHc 

•.nd t;ev.:rc.l nQi" CrOULHJ nnt on thoil" 1'1rr t rdr-;donc. ::::lle firrt 10­

'Oortc.nt ch..:'..nC~o in ~·oli c~- u=.\Z in6..icc.tctl b;' c. directiv(' of 4 l!o.rch frou 

J.dVGJlCod H(·:::.li.r:.u:::~rtert' t :"inth I.dr l?orco. Instead of the usu.c.l lirt 

of :r,lrioritiet' t tL.ir: c1.ir(,'ctivc outlinou tuo condltioIi.fJ under uh1ch 

attcc=s ~i~t be con6ucted vnd then listed ~rioriticr. for ceCh 

cencrcl ~it~~tion. 

t) C1::.oo~0 its tarcet£; nc, f'olloutI: flr~t -oriorit;rt ;:~irfiele.f occw>ied 

b;r the Gil.?: second "Qriori t;.- t r::c.rcl:nllinr; yo.I'cls. lI"";u fmd IIRil :9cns. 

ro..il~:c:y repc.ir Nld corvicc :'1hOT.lS--PTovided vinlXtl oOL1binc conditlons 

T,rovcilecl; thirc1 and. fOUl'th :"riorit;tes. _iO..:'JLL tarLetr.:: w~:.ich nOH 

receivt><l th!~ lOHczt rLtinc ~n~t if\::mecl to ro'l:;ot...i):>:no f.'ites: fifth c.n.d 

sixth 1)1'ioritien t selected in<luetrinl inst;:\ll~~·ltio:n.s.96 

_,"~.F~~ 

\-1 <~=- ,-- I 

l > 
. ~ ,,-J, 

\, .. 1 , .1. ~--.I...
\I~ ~ ;: ~ I;;}. l.-

_ J' 

t .-, TIT" 7 , ,\ it i 
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T'Ae- G!...1cond con6ition covcrninc bO;,1binS 'tr::~s to ~:t'( v:::o.il H~C:l. the 

~;IIr ::'o:-~bor OO:T;,r,ml 1;~.J.fl not oDcrctinr.;. or hc.d not N'(lu('sted the 

conduct indo!>L~n6.cnt onerr:.tionc. obrocrvinc tho follauinc :9riol'i ties: 

'1)rioritieo ",lOre tho ~n;:iO r.E '1nd1cc~tC'd in tho firs:,t conQitiOll. e:-:cent 

tll::.t C-crmn-hol6. dri'i old:>- ~ 'ere novcd ~Oi"!l to -::ixtb. ~')riorit:¥. '37 

OV':':':l.uO?.D QIld that tho ••inth :..i::.> Force. 'Cc.:r·Jorurlly forr.r1:iu.::: it~ 

tiClB for OV.JBLORIl dl'e~T nec.rE,r. tho lanth pould cone aore direet1;l 

m:.der tho cOlr.::.md of tile ..iZ;\!'. for 0PCI'[ tionG in ::eCTlirLf, ~.i. ti:.. it £ 

ta.ctic,·l i'unctionz. 

the ti:::.e ri:9s to c:.:C'fect a cl·.cn~~e in the !;inth I E opere,tions. en the 

10th he vratc C<.norul ::3rGreton that the tin.o hr'd n011 cone to 7)rc:!?':'.:t'c 

:.ir :'o:rcc cCJ:ltlit:'!c:lt:: t exccyt in the cnne of P-51 n.ircrt~i't, "~lich uere 

to be avnil'lolQ ~~ e~cort for hocv=, "oomoera t"i:l.en neoded. .After the 

.... 
.i

< 

• 7 Ji'pt II. 
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cecond lSlCillce me2:ec it clec-.r t~t tUB c;::cc:?tion<.: '·:1.ich [,~CCO!:;~.JC:.ni~d 

Sir Tr~ffordl, stctencnt still ~.ve the :iGhth n certain cloim on a 

rhnro of the :iinth'r 01jer£,t1ons. ~a 

r:.ac letter vent on to s:J::r ti..at tho t;reate::;t contri bution the 

:;inth coUld ncl:c to O~a..LO?J) uould 'be to r. ttn.cl: 1'(;.11 COt:lL'1lniC:'itions. 

OSl)()cic.lly sho1?G t r.hcd S I I:..'"l.intencnce fueili ties. siena1 eyrtens I 

junction :oointz. ontl. narrhnllin~ ~'"Ordr.. '?.a(l nux:bElr of' l5uch toxcetE 

in northern ?rrJlce and J.;ol;j.u.n cane to 78. end 001'0 in C.ertmn~; i tse;lf 
.... £)

,;ould be a.a.a.f.>d. for tho :st:t'C'-teGic c.ir force to attc.cl:.:: ~ 

In -;tieu of Ldf',h-l£.llo1'~;'c letter. it sec'!!!': rcason:<.ble to 9,SSUrtlc 

tha.t thcGO ide~:;; '.le1't., 1'E::::l~onsl ble for the 17inth •.;,11' ::orce bor.~oinc 

directivo of' 15 r::trah. _ind ~·ot, thero nre imortcnt divercencies 

bet~;ecn the tuo Ciocu:::.ents. :&e d.ir('ctivo ncl:e~ the tu:Qu,ali:fiGd state­

::C'nt tco.t lithe fl:intW .Air :'orce 113 ~OP r elet:.sed. fro::.! i ts ;'1'evio~ 

firet ~riority co~;·Jtuont to cnsist the :i~hta ~ir Force when 

lIlC.)c~lcd mon. :i:ila only rcfere~ce to the fact thCl.t units of the 

th:::.t i1uhen the J.;:p.tiJ. ;..ir ::'orce Heavy bOJ:;."oer forces nre o!'cZ'.....ting 

e.nd. rC'lue~t cl.ivC'r:'1ion.:...r~.· attncl;:s by tho n:: ..Jor-:ocr OO!'u"'l,nd, this 

Ile0.ii<1~:rtorc uill ot.':::e e;rer:l effort. t:i thin the limk tions 1:;;;-)0 ~6d. 

~ ~- --..~ .. q~"r\-
.! ' r '$ 
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b:-- eoto..bliched .orioritiec. to £:0 oelect t~~rt:et~ r1£ to nrovi<."!.€l D.:l.Y-.t..­

zu:n l'oGdble e"i,!'i')port. l ,101 

~olicies r~c~rdinc the e~~loJ~ent of the t3ctic~l cir force, Ai~? 

issued {\. directiva on 25 Ii, tl'ch ~lhich cl[\rificCl. the sitUL~tion. Pro'~.-

i:r...."uh 3 dofinitel~· stukel the oblicc.tions of the Idnth to o'r.lerde in 

"" <:J01'-"" T -- 103•gu,:?!-,ort O..l..l. ~d"'4.l,;:j...Jl..: 

~:hen nractic;:;.ble, the :Tinth Air !'orce uill, howover, continue to 
a.:f.'i'ord. L\fH.'ick.nce to o:9crc.tion P,jI::~:"L.\:;:: of th£' :ichth J.ir 
!'orce. 20 nccor:plish thi~ cuiL. the ::.anth .Air Force ':'ill select 
tc.rcots :£'roJ.l the lict shovn iII. "O~~r2.cra1)h 5 t :;wd so far as 
pos~iblc in the ztatcd order or r;riorit~, so n~ to ~rovide L\ 

r.:c.xil:iU!:l clive1'don.~~· ~frf'ct. ::'01" this nurnor,c. the :Zl,:)1th Air 
:'orce L1.ll lnw'cc.te the tine nnO C.1'E'c. 'i..here the· diversion..~;:.· 

effect iE 1'e~ui1'cd on ecCh oucr~tiou. 

r.inic.o of .( boxes of 16 oircr:;,ft G~ch ::ero to '(10 co:nlo:;oc1 ~;.:ninst 

1.O~ inoto.l1a.tionc. Second 1?riority \>Tent to l:U..::.L.1..lS listod in thE.' 

i.lr ~aIi.istr~.- letterf> t crr:ended uea:l;r. ::;:~lird auC. fOUl'til priori t~-

tar{;ets \Tere: to bo selected. indudrlr 1 o'ujectiver t end. fifth r>.nd In.r:t 

priori t~· ;!;::nt to G.'2-occu"I")ied airfiC'l(ls. 

~ definite statcllcnt concernin; fif~ter orer~t1ons reaffir~€d 

. p I uCII' - -. •• 103tne -51 c co....mi tment to SU:9:yort & ...,:l.:~J...L,;".;.IL.: 

P-51 nircraft of the nnth Air I'orce r.nd ~1usto.nfS of t1:o Seconcl 
~c.ctico.l Air ::'orce uilJ. continue to operr.te in sun!'ort of 14 0I:....._ 
_LA:.:: opor(~tions a.c anti. uAcn roquirod. by the ::''if:iltll .\.i1' Porce. 
~ubjcct to troininc re~uiren~nts of the ~lnth ~ir ~orce. the 
?-~7 ~irc1'~ft will nl~o s~po1't, until further no~ice. the 
l-JI::~...:II.l":~{ o]:H3rationr; of tile =it;b.th l...i1' I'orcc ~'hen reC1uirt)c! to 
c:..o so. 
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In faot, no eo~l~tc wa~ t~c control c~erci~~i bF t~c Eir~th over 

to be made, it bec~~e neces~ary for the llinth to r~~uest tho u~e of 

itS orn .I. J.C,A or :n fl..naf' .I. rO::l ll/J~..... t_ .~. J. r _oree.J>' • t 1 .I' t' n: ~:ht1' i.' T' 104­

These no:, opcr.,.tiolml l)oliciet '!cr~ rc:l.i.ectecl b;; tho ~:inth I c 

~~o incre~cad nctivity ~[~inct ~r~hu11inc ~_rd~. ~~~roxi~tely 

8,cao j)lC'.ne~ l:EJre sent nGain~t 10 yc.r<.lz, us COLi!?/:;'vred to 1,10) uircr""ft 

105 
dtc.~:in:.:; &1 l;O_.'..IW ai tel:" ~m<l 750 o.ttrtC:~inc; 13 airdromes. .Al­

IJO:;1.oins, nevertuc1e£s the nonth ~-l::.t:: D. big ono o:r::cr~tionc~lli!. On the 

~.ction o.cdn~t the l:inth. 1 fJ r.~idz ~1U; not particulo.rl;.- effectivo; 11 

o:!,crr.tion...-u. ~:ao ~nGth Crom fieu i t<; fir"t ::rl. !;'r.ion~ G.urir.:c tl~c ::tonth, 

~ccouins the :Lirat f,,-2·j croup in the cOl:\;nc.nd to b ccomo active I v.nd. 

the 3{- til [!.Ilt1. the SG·:th clso l;cnt into action o.bout tho sc:.::Je tine. 106 

~\:;1on,f, the i'iJ;hterr. I the 36Gth 016. the 368th !:'It.;; cOLi,)~'.t for the firpt 

- i' 107.:.e ca. 

C~er3tlons nL~nr,t the yarde ~d railro~d centers be~en on 2 

LonGc~u. c~uninL UUCfr 0~~ase. ~ rcconn~is~nnco ulscion over t~s 

.F ts. I 
.. ." ~I _~ _~ ~ 

P, 
~ ,j \." 'I_til; ; ; 
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ta.rcet s.ilo~;cd conr,iclerr:.ble destru.c tion ru:..lon:; the uor::sho:"s, a sood 

concentrntion of craterr. on the ccnter of the y~r~r. ~d ~t len~t 

~() uCtGOns c1.octro::ec3. ~d, 130 dc;:';~.God.10B On the 6th, the ,,If>.nes of 

tho 323d and 39lnt Gro'l!'1S bo~bed reil COI:l.::unic:.tions D.t Eirson 'Hi til 

Load results. :l.tte~lDtl: on the tc.£\e c1L~~r to stri~;:c ::.t the 1r51ortnnt 

centor of Orcil '\lore UllsuccossfuJ. end. the oorr:.iJorr ~~l:ldcnod to tnis 

objective ~ttn~:ed C~1'QrOooc ~c cccon~r~ t~rcet~.109 

!2he ~·('rds (VG ll~ine St. Pierro \;ere "1tr'IJ.C::: on the 15th ·o~ 40 

Lioubers d.r09plnc; ·:8 tall::! of eXDlozivc"', out not :nuch ~:q;:e \Jm:: 

c:?used. en. the 17th, there iJ€~lJ1 the e.ttac~:s on Creil ~;hich ,.;ere 

lnter rnted no cr-on{: the finert eY~~ler of ~rcci~ion bonbine durinG 

the ·~i:':C. In tho :f'ir;:;t bloH, 70 !~I'n.uders of the 32:Jd c.nd 323d GrO'lI9~ 

':;:hfl dc"1.ingG '.101'0 covortd ui th or('.tcrr:;:, F.nc:. thrmJ.cll. line:: \lCre out 

in three " lc.cos • f.ollillf'; EtOC:: '\ '('.f: c.ffected tlJ.rouc;hout the f1re[u 110 

::.ut thin ,:~s only the "no':inning. On the ZOth. 1 ':!.;-. nlf.'.nes of the 

5S6th, 3(~th. 3G7tl1.. c..nd 3810t (}rou1')!; c1ro:o:ned. 1-~' tons thr·.t ooveI'C'd 

£o.ctor~- ',1oth t:.. fine clistrloution of ourrti'.l. 

2he eliDaJ: C:'.t:c on tllc :33d "hen nll o1)er;ction~~l l~··i.rl'.udor O·O'l!OS 

Mnt out r:. total of' ;::09 !llc.nos hittin~: tho tarGet nith 351.5 tons of' 

eXljlo£1ivcs. ':2llc to.rf:et C1.1'eo. tiC s, in the \;orllo of the o:Ci"ici~\l rCJort, 

"Cl,luort cor:i'1lctoly 'olmi:ctec1, II m:i.ll severe d:'.r.:~,~e \I/[tS inflicted 

tb.rou.~out t:1C' tarcet nrcn.. In n lottE,r of cont::r~:tJ1r tian to General 

"'*= ;. ~ 1 
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J;. -;4' 7_ ';,- T''tr, I-£-YY\ ~NF\W~'(Cl. 
,) ? -. - '-' - W 1..:8 

L !!ttl LIi: InTi: MiTrU:' E'z {teu 

]rEJretoIl. the cor:ot.nder of thtJ £11' chcr.'cteri:::ed the series of 

O;i€r~tionn ccc.in:"'t Oroil a::: ;rr;e.:;nii'icent. II anti. nd::ed tl1u.t hie 1101'­

son::.l ccncratulc.tion::: he conveyca. to all "lho partici:r-::.ted in or COD.­

., d ~. t 1 IIItr10utc to tne succe~s of tilO n tncx~s. 

cc.unc·i in. n, coodo de'J~t. ~Ae ,sro~c involvod in this hi.r.;b.l~- zucce~J"'1­

f~.ll 1'dd ,:£'1'0 the 33Gth. the 3~!4th. the 322d., r.nd tho 391st.1l2 

eo,rlior :>·'.rt of ::':lXch t • i. th c. con:::icicrnblo f(w.1int~ off to~;e;.rd the 

1)1",oe t-llen the 396t~ end 332d Grou"9('\ ·oor.1.bod tll.O in£'tnll'l.tions at 

-;ith c1ircct hits on ".11 three llsl:i.~~1 r.nd the 1'-;,1','::\3, ZO'U8.r~ control 

·ouildiu'·. :ct'tcr ~~ e::e.::dn~v~lon of t!lc rcco~t.i"',~['.nce "i)hotos of till.~ 

113 
I'r.ld, the Gito Ue,S oll~ncnc.cd O~t the :dr ::iniGtr::. 

~i.t tho C'nd of 'k~ch. the t)roC:rcsr; in the condruction of robot­

Inunchino--: (',ren,: ."~~ ~::: folIous: 11'2. 

3ites co--:.nlct'~•••.••••• 0 
75 ncr cent u•••.•..••35 
50 n il 11 •• It ~ • • 52 
Leaf; tlli..1l 00:) 8 

,e r~'ll~-"VI{ll~ 
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15::) 

eil 
O~"te{~or1e~ or e.·\:'1[~L;e	 .ol2.ce\l 65 01 teG in clD.sS A~ 20 in Cln.9~ 3. 11 

. 115in cl~os C~ (l.D.{l nono	 Jon 01.:::\::;::; D. 

mcn.:\.co Ue,,':! rUll unoortrdu. rIc Dust h'~'rc con-aunlc:::.ted ther,c i"e:trc 

to Lei.::n-::r.l1or~· for in ft ca.:ole of 13 ~:'r:.l'ci'. the !1C..1'sh:".1 defE'nded 

hi n t ....ctlo"1 in CEOGS.J:,')J Onort'.tiOllG. IIf" shted. th:.t v, uid.e 'Vf\rlet~T 

leval bO~lbor(3 uere neces~~;:.-. ~i.~. to the us;c or 3-17Is~ tl1i~ .. ~.s only 

tiona ,in9l:1 the ';o~tllor -orev,)nted. t~o 'oo::ubinr-; of t:l.r:::-ets in G-er::lii.n:r. TIe 

"Oictul'O of th:.c ci tU:'.tion , he felt sur:; he ,"ould. 'oe ~nti~ficd :;it:h 

the e:Cloctivcnv~o of the netllodn u~e~.116 

.J.lthOU,91 the 31'i tish bclieyeu SOlle 1;11 tc~ co"I.l1'I be o<)(.,r::~tion~~l '0:: 

to oe o,:OO"Llt a,O:1), .:ith 1.0':'0 oein::; ~~ddea. ca.ch L1ont:J.. ;:ith the 

it is cle~r th~t the 3rltl~h CO~~ not loo~ ~~th favor on th0 further 
117 

"e~:enin<:' of .;F..03Sl:.0:." o'l)('rr,;,tions. 

en nnno:.: to the b.dic:1.1 "oo:.:1:ler iliroctiva of the 21nt Gt~VU thi ~ 

• • ~t - ~ . 
• ~ - 'j • " , ( ( ; 
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in5tcll~tion ~ fir~t pl~ce o~cr ~11 t~r6ets in the iourt~ ~riority 

clc90ific~tion.118 Soon ~ftert tho Oper2tio~1 Research Sc~tion of 

the n: Eo::ibe:r 1o:.::.t:c.nd was Instrll.ctcd to in.,vstir.:nte the f'e~~3ib111ty 

o£ o.tt:J.C::in~ tho 'Ocn2, t1.nll. to t"'.."i::c reco:ndcnd,:.,tions rCL'C,rciin;; the 

choice of bOl::ibs. :i:lJ.e ror.ults of thi::l order i:ero four re'l')orts \'Thicn 

inc1ic:~~t~J. a cOIl.flidero.ule de;-ree of unc~rtC',iIl.ty <;'.:'3 to jUf\t ho,'! the 

tarGet sDould bo ~tt~c~ed. 

ll3t~d t~~t a concrete roof of 8 feet tJa~ in the process of constrac­

tion. 'C'nder ::mch conclitions i t ...m.~ doabti"ul !l\'heth.er this t!\.rcet 

is vulnerable to nediUl1. alti tude -oo...lbers uGinc; u·J'.::tiln:ol<3 b':1bs.lI119 

In concl~sion, the reryort reco~~en~ed th~t additio~al nhoto reco~is-

£'~ce shouJ.o. ·00 cl'.rri:;,c. out to detor.:'line :'Aothcr or not the t,~rbet 

120.ait,h t'.l ti tulle bonners. u

J. second re:?ort :3 da7s lc.tor U.?s eviden.tly bc..sed on ::<:>re recent 

recoDlk~is~ancet for it found t~~t tAe roof tJ~S only tl~-thirds 

cO;;:1Jlete '~nli reco:::rJ9m'.ed 0-'1 im":lei1c.te ntt';l.c~: ul:lin'; l,O:JO-pound SA? 

bou::bo :f'u"'..od "i1 eli. c. .l-second dele'.:, ttdJ.. 1 Z1, A £u.rtho:::r re:gort of 

nOli founu	 th~'.t the roof un.s c0::121eted, an.d. therefore !Ian. nttac:: :eroa 

12.000	 feat c~~lo~~nb any of the ~v~il~ul~ WC3TI ons will not nerforute 

1"":)
the roof. u Rouever. the re;')ort still rcco,;,nended. an ott;'l.C:':: litofJ..., 
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123 
co:ri'erd~ l:Ltich "..ill ilood thQ f)en~. II il.. su:.n'1)lenent~.:r~: report 

nocescc_r~· uhen a. d.is::.;;;re~:.ient on the constructional :.?r0f,-reSG	 iJ.:~::; 

124diroctod to C':.?L.r'1tioDe":-l Loso:l.rch Ecction. IX. J::o..1'bor Ooatnnd. 1I ­

In thi G fi:iUl.l i'l?rd. fro..1 or....:;, the conclusions of the 11 l~ch rc?,ort 

'Zhe iili~~lon ~'1?S sch.eiiulcd for the 26th, l;.nd too~: plnce in 

excellent v101011ity. It WUG one of tho l&rGest runs durinc the 

:.lonth. All o::')er:::.tion::iJ. 3-20 ero~a UCl'O involved, r\D.tl. the nUJ!1oer 

0:1:	 r.>1~es ovor the tnr{.,,'8t ":floG &-.£, ti.ro'P-oin,; l,OOO-!,ound (JE bocio£': 

125for a totol of GSO tonn. In a rc~ort dated 30 :~~reh, OF$ afsessed 

the cl.".:.'1.:'.ge inl'lictod on t:le t:>.r{:et. 'i'1"lE\ cofl'erdX':'l Has not bre:o.cb.ec1. 

~J. thou~;h t!lcru ~'lere four direct hits on i t. ~he roof 'OraveC!. to oe 

dam....ca VU.$ done to the uens. Cc.:::ou:fl::'.co on tilo old !lens '11'1.!' olo~"n off. 

so~e of tho bertha Yera destroyod. and sevor~ :-bo~ts and ~ bo~ts 

'Iiera sUll':. Con~l;ruction oC\.uiument in the vicinit;j~ of th~ ~lcns was 

126hi t and so:w.o stores ,:elre destro~·ed.. In conoluflion. O~ st~te~: 

~Ul the cviclenc13 indic~,tes th~\t lO.ny tb''PC' oi ~~tt?c·: en the u3in 
n '!Jens fron 14.0:'0 l't. altitude wllJ. bo :-r.bortive. ~ne onl;s· 
re~dnin:..; ')05:;;1"0111 ty uould D.~1')e\lX to be ...n f~tt,.,cl: frOl-t ZO; QCJ 
it. or ovor usin:~ hl':-.V';)- "r:..lor T'/iercin&~ bO.I'bS. • • • It a:n:'"Je~~r~ 
after the 2,3 ::L!'ch 19~ nt'Liacl: "l';ain:::t thi<] ctr"t2.oture th.....t the 
tarrut i~ deiinit?ly onD £or hith nltit-Jde ~tt~~:s where ~Orc 

c.n.a. hC'l.vlcI' 'oo,;::fo~~ ctm De dro:911ed L'.chicv-ln:: n. Gre~;tdr effect 
thc:.n future IJ.ttac~;:::, iro"l mcdiUL1 cltitudcs. 

(~,,-r.~. 
.. ,.~ 

) ,'"" 
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dc~ox&inL to the co~~~nu hiF-torir.~, the rcsu~tn of t~is rnid, 

CQ,.dn~ 00 Goon ~~ft::r the o·atstr;nd!Il.:; GueCf~fjr' ....t Crei1, c:.'.useu keen. 

~li thlJ'ilJ\i i=L:'.vln...: r.:-i!.t:' ""'Jl r~tto; .-ot tl'J eh.ec:: the briDled r.:cte:lr·jlo,1.c3.1 

conuition$ anL Lno~ to hoxo o~do inQic~tQ1 corrocLion2 in ~re-o$t 

. 
C~l108!oJ. 

errors \701'0 too hurried n~~ro~~~ec to th~ t,~rG8t. too short bo~b 

rung. ~ nil ::. cle.c::L:n.in,~: of concentr:1.tion. 

:':.void \lonG-erine if' the r'.uthorl tico of the _inth ~;cr.2 net ::101'0 oon­

ttvc o£ tho ~ir~ion. ~ut ~t thi~ ~oint. ~ b~Gic ~acction ~l~t be 

rni~ca: uh".t t':'.!': t:::to l)ri!-1~r:,~ objective'l In tllo ot)i.:i:lion of O~, 

nO:,1~ (l.';l.c~tion C.S to t:h.,rth3r or not the' rl)cor::;':.en~~lonr; of 1J. :~.rch 

uore u~"'d 0;1 tho IX Bm.iber lJo:r.:JJld. l'othlnf in thl' [~7"'.il::ole <io C'U.­

n,\rtlcbi'.tctt in t:i.i.O :.tt~~c·: tl",.t. to the oa::t of hi~ ::r:.:n:1cd "e, the 

I'~ 
$ F. • 

\..~:ll:~\!=-

,. 
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129
d.s.r.l hn.6. not ·oeen. oe.ationecl iiurint:; the oriei'iIl.~; of his cqu.:tdron. 

In the 1nterro[;"~tion~ mc.de nftor the raid.. the records illdic,~te 

th~t the cr~ws were nnT~OUS to tell the interrobctor whenever their 

bO:'lJ)s hed b.nued. on tho roof of the pens--iJn:11~-in[; th.:l.t they con­

1S
ddered t;.J.!s the J:U".in objective. 'J Yet tho reports of OES hnd already 

indicCl.ted thf\t 1.,;1. th the uc:::nons tl.vailr:ole. the counond could not 

oucceod in cuch l1.1l. (\ttac~:. 

'.L11e :.!cn tho::.1selver; helieveil thl':t the raid h£'.o. 'been so.tisf~ctor~:. 

She a1:: torir:!!. of the 3:?2d B0:.:10arU1nt:nt Gran;:> n.noter: one erot! nenoer 

tho turn aftor ilrO}1:;Jiu;:: tho bOl:1bs c:.nd S(\.'J c::;.~}~e biJ.lo~·in::.: over the 

131
tarCt:lt. 11 IJJ. tile o}Jinion of ~/s[;t. Lmlis lo.cher I c. n~..i;y.tor on one 

oi tho !,b.nec. 11'0:: the tint:! the I~....rnllii.erl') hc.d iini ~hed, every builCi.ina; 

in the tnr.:ot [,.re.:;. \IC'.:::! on ;Cire. u132 

I'ro·o:;!,.bly no finr:.l decision can 'oe rendered. ct this tioe. b"llt 

1t io <li;i"ia-ll1t to ecc~};le the i~recsion th:1t COJlle of the crl tici':ltl 

a.irected cc:o,inst tno ·oo;:.ibin.::; of the cOXJ.:::.nd in tr-,d.,.; ,i:.;ission 1!'l 'Un­

juatifilOld in viC~1 01' the U!1oertd.nt~· n.s to the :r>ri!::.....r~r ol,)jective. 

If the :orinci7)cl :our:ooce of the t\tk.c': llnd 'oeen to dostro~" the :!lens 

b~· bre:oJ:inG throu,:..11 tho concrete roof. tho or..s rCl)or'ts r:-c:e it clear 

rOJ:7Jon~'!'·olf) for t:J.( f'n,il-Ill'e [,,;au !lot !:linor ineccurr~cies of n::::.vication 

For th~ i'i:.:h.ter uni t!J. the r..1onth of Ihrch "!'1.~ one of ere,~t 

<'.ctivlt~{. On.e hundred. <:;,no. seven Llis:-ionz \lere st~~ccd, ~.ncl 5,092 

17", 
? ~ ,1.'+' '" .. _.A 

.
S t"'.~~ 
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r>lrolc~ Hero ~drl.}~rnc. of ,:hich 339 uare a"bortiVEl. In ·.rlew of' the 

Gre:J.t nu;.lber 0:£ 2?lc:Jl.eG ojJer.:.tinG. lnooc 0:£ 35 aircra:Ct ('AU "Oilots 

do not see.J excesdve. ::'lft:,~-t'::::re3 ene:l~r c.ircra,ft \lere claimed ns 

destroyed durinG the t1onth. .:j,s ind1c'.ltod 1)1'eviouol~(, 0l1erG.tlonnl 

directivee cUll O'iJli(;£..ted the i'i{;;hter s to act o.s e!";lc?rt to the ZiGQ.tu. 

<:~s 11011 a~ tha ~Tinth. One of tho ,)iGCest ~.ction:'J too:: :91l'sce on 

4 !!a1'ch. :Sotll U. S. nil' force:! ':01'0 n.s':ed to contl'i'bute fic'htero;:; 

tho 3f<-th. 3bStb.. 36:;d. 363c., end 365th rirptor Gro~?~ tool: !J~t. 

2he 1n~t 2 or{:rmizC!.tion~ actually tk"\.dc 2 fli.:htr, in the cou:r~e of 

strair...ed to the liuit. [me. the 3f4th Gchievcd. r,or~ct't.iL,; of C\. roco1'5. 

oy stQ~~nt. in tho hir G hour~ and 10 winutec. unfort~ately. the 

363d r'l."'.ct:dned. (\ he~w;r 010,; o.urin.::.; the a.eri::tl co:.fu~tf1 b~- a roeora 
lZ3 

lOhr, o~ 11 ~l~cc. 

r:z.~rc'h V"-l.S 0.1,,0 the bc{.;i:uniIlt; I:lonth for fightE'r d17e-bombinc 

o:ocrntiCins. The i"irrt ::dssion of thic t:;pe UM cnrril'ii out b:- the 

36eth Gro'U;9 on 15 :.::c,rch, ,;hcn 7 ])lnnec c1ive-bo:'lbcc1 the st. 'Vc.lcr~; 

d rdI'or:J,c "ith 0. Z:::-:i-yound bomb r:oi Dee. ;;;:ilrec hi ts ~lerc scored on 

';0,[; rc::-..chcd on ~6 ~:':'.rch. On that i'C10US <my, uhile the bO;11~erf: ,,:ere 

~,tt[j,cl:ql Ll(i.rGh:l.llin~ ;ia.rd~ ~.na. OF.()S£LO,i tert;ets in :?:eo.nce. .;.t 

;-.,,-:,"~.'.---~l.~'~~_....::.~,~~
 
, 01; :: i •. ;"
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tho	 o:;:.!c tiwo, :r.cn:.' fit::iltcr SUDe1)S [',craGG northe:rn E'rcnco ancl 

. . ~ t "'t ., itt 1 135..Jc1 f.:J.'lU!l \iere C~:rJ.t;U au I:.lr 01 en ~.s 'i:le~~Gller lJcrr.! cu.. 

One Gr~~t achie7L~ont uurinc the ~onth ~zt be c1'~diteu to 

the G7tl:. ~c.ctic(ll ::::ecOD1l::t.i::GLlIlCe G1'0UD. !l:111s \.-:\::J to ct>.rr;r out 

\1.:u'	 ~:ithout the locf1 of 0. 'l)11ot or c, :01' .ne. ~hC' ar:dfll!~ent l':nr; to 

~~:o	 I:crton O~liC1U(' i')hoto~ of lEO ~.;lles of :FrEnch COC',ft line ~Cl. 

then	 to toJ:c t',IO ine,!J.Ol'2 rotrinr, 1:;0 ~ilec lon,: onc"'l. ~hc coo,£tline 

::ztri:o \Fe..:.: to '00 to.::en 2,OJO r~.rtlf3 ofi'r l;;.Ol'C, ::'LV tl:..l) in:O!horl;' ~tri"Dr 

136 
\:ere	 to 1)3 tc12:en nt '7,0:0 r>n6.11,GOu ;,·p.Tclr. in.lf'.nd. 

00 Ix.de. '.;c:::.the1'. of course. U[~t a l'~"jor :91'0010..1 o.r. [~o<l vidbilit~· 

to ehcd: n!'Eliiictionc. .inothor z(;rious ::oroble.c.1 \oILS the Q.lm{;cr to the 

photo plr-.no to holo C1. strcit;ht cournc for £,:?~)ro:d..lr,tel;,· { cinut~G 

['~t 3,00:; :C'OE:'t. Hmrovcr, thi ~ !ll'ovccl to -OEl so C:nnL.erous th~.t 

f:!)ecic..l :,?hotoGr.:·~:dc €{I:.unoent tIm" inetEl1ed so thc.t tho 1'1.UlS coulc. 

be :"_'1.d.e nt tho s1iLhtl~' t'~fE'r nlti tULle of 6 ,C~ 0 fect .137 :aet~:ccn 

oi thil: OJ.fficult to.::::. ::;'lC fine1 tokl of '.:i,BOO ;Jrints nroduccd 

c:\:ccuted. In the ~:ell-cho::;en \ 'ord.. of the unit. oi t:'tion be'ltoNed 

on the G?t~ (~l'OU'l'), i tr "r)€rfo:rr:'~-mco IrJ[~S on Uouttotcmili.nr: nnd nerctori o'Us 

, 1",' 

,~ 

.ltlldtt?, - tira] I; 01 iUdd 
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. . . In tho c::oC"v.tion of the o/3rial ol)orctionr- cOllccrnLd, re::mr::­

~{~C "orillir:nt llcill.l'!Vc:::J.0nt of the 67th Tr~ctic..'1.l P'ACI)nIk"i :crmcc Crou'lj 

10 nn ir;::1ork.nt contri"oution to thf;; :Curtl:.er~"nce of tUto' \\tl.r effort. [lU;S 

nttLC::S 1,10re directed lll:.:dnst m,.':l.rrhallin;:: y~rdsJ ',:i th OEOS::i.30.: 

o~or~tion~ deiinitel~ in &ooond ylcce. Other tLxcct~ vera Cer~1n-

held a.irfu'OJ:1O:J and. oon.atc.l G'Un e:::>')l:::'ce.l:.'ents. :Doth 'oO:llliCrS [mel. 

end 30 r. ton~ • 

~hc first 1:.01£ of the l;1onth uc:;; r~r::cd. b;;- incl€'oent uec:.ther. 

:'::etuecn 1 end I? A:9rtl. thera Her<~ only [0 o1Jc1'r.tiou.l cW.~·r, of ,ibicil 

i ~'1 tOOr.aJCu.. ., 
(~ rurOi;1CS~ c;.nu. rn.J. rONi~'lns Co11_:::. t'J.onc. 139 

OO;:::2CnQ.:;> a.nd tho ::...'2 reculted in 10 e.dtationol sus!=len-:;ions during 

tile L1onth. 1.w ))"'.1'in,:; tho fir~t :J 'TOC!.:S of :~'l)ril. 6 di'lh·-bo:.ibint.; 

attc.C::s llere eJ:~cutcd c.cain:ot this t;i71G of t~[;et. "Dut the rozul ts 

were not t\~certo.ir.:.ed. 3:: .t'i.:;)ril 3 i t u~o edi:u~teG. tIud.. .::4 £ites IJ£.d 

lA1
receiyt:;d cJirr,;ct hl tr. OIl ofisE'ntic.l ole.:::('nts. -.­

~""---~---- ­ -
I S

t a no: 
fI- lId 

1 -,);) r 'IT g ,r 
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~ i \ 

Fitp.t€r units ,"orc' now :9t..xtici")" ,tin~; in e.Luoet ever~- I;;lnd of' 

Disoion. ena for the fir~t tl~o. div~-boLwin~ ns~if~euts out­

noobt:reu b~mbcr escort d.r;(lono. ::;:'lle stt'lrC,;:; ~hunQ.or'bol t took o't'er 

~lle -105th End 371st Gr0"0o beCD~-::e o1)('rct1Qnc.l (turin£: the 

I:lonth, "..D.O. to Oril<!lt theD to conditione in tho thco.tcr, the ne,', 

pilotr. \",ere £lont on fic;iltar ztJcc:rnr: OVl'r tl:e Continent. Ar: n re~u1.t. 

-chis :::;ort of oyorc.tion S1l0il~ Co condder::?.ule incrc<:\sE:: over ~:r.rch. ~he 

nu::;.i)e::..' of fighter Llll:'.nec t:hCl,t ·,1cro c'bortivc durin:: tile r~onth shoued 

r'. d.ccrp[><ce in cor.1'lr.riron 't:i th nrov1ous r(:lcorCi.s. l43 

:"s the ranth I s o~Jcrc.tion~ vere e:ttend.ed in o.n cvcr-increa.dnc 

te~)o over ~oro ~d ~orc tnrgctc in northern ~rc~cc. ~ol~~. nnd 

the ~ethcrIe~d~, the ~ro~1e~ of civllip.ll cCGR~lties Geriousl~ con­

carucCi. tho :.2or.ibcr Cow. ...nnd. I:ost of' the r::.r..rshnllinc ~'cra.s, llirlch u('re 

raooivIne such hec.V",f '010'.:5, ,;ere located. in dense1~~ ;>o<:l1.llc-.ted sectors, 

i'rienc1ly to th(~ 'O'nited. ~7;:..tions u~~r. :neri'orc(). inE'V'i ta"vle, 1 t 'Ut',S 

er:1;,hD.ri zed bZ; the ~OI:l~E"r Co:==r:.n.<l	 in n telet:')Jl3 to the cOlJr.4mdin~ 

1.4" 
oi'flcor~ 01' c~ll ,:!nt;l:1 nnCi. CrOUj'ls: -­

~s ba~ been st~tod ~~y tir-e~. the ~olitic~ acpect in ocou~ica 

countrien cloen not n.llor for inoccurute b.~~binc in aree:.s ,;hich. 
ere 1;e11 :po:')uJ.ntod. Late-I}" our tcr.;otc hc::.re b~on ir.!,?ro"orl~; 

co.lleli D..'1.rsJ.:.m.lill,f; y[.rds. Actu...'lll~.- our t~tr,:;:;etE nr~1 the 1000­
r:otivo shedz Dna. the ".:locon rc!,r.ir zhedr, locr,ted l;ithin the:::e 
itt'.rdfl. It i ~ unfortu."l:'ite t:iul.t they ::tl'e oi'ten locr.ted. ci thor 
ri. tflin or on tho ont£::irts of rc,tl:..er lo.r£e cities. I dedre 

• - I 3 ,. 
¢ L1; 

11 

J 
! 

~-

I' • 
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168".][ rr or. T r!l , Itt" • 

~ 
th..".t it ·oe brou;j:lt to the £.ttcntion oi~ ~Vi.~""'; Md 
prior to ev.r~ mi~sion t~e necofrit~ of holoinG bonbc if the 
to.rcat are::!. is not clct.rly visible. On. se....orfll of our rl'cent 
niscionc ,:0 h'_vo ~~usccl severe civili::m cr..ct'lcJ.ties uecaUtls SO~€ 

i'litht lec:.[err h:wo mde ;goJr deci~ionrl l1n.Ci. hr-,\pc atten:;ptcd. to 
Q,~:ub ui thout :.Grouor s~'Il.chroniz[l,ti on ttlrour-:h 8/10 ruld. SIlO 
cloud. • •• ~ese i',~ lsolntcd c~~cs • • • hc'6 c~uscd severe 
criticicI::1 'I''':llch rofloctr on th.e \'l:tole cou::r.:o.c1. a.nd ~lhich I'l,".F 
c1ictate the t~"'l')e of t[l,rl~etc ~on ,,,,mch uo m:e co::!:itted. in the 
future. 

On 16 A~ril 19~~ the ~inth Air force ccleorntod its first 6 

conths in tho :J~O. St::•.rtinc uith 2.1G2 !::cn. b~- the end of G L10nths 

it hed ey'p~.:o.ded to the icryrcs~ive fiL~re of 163.~12 officers 0nd 
145 

r,en. 3erinninr; ,.tj, th r:n.....ll oisdonn n':Ctin~t cirfrOMO{; end opera.tinr; 

lurcely under :c:if.:ath ,e\ir :Sorce control, durinG these e !'onths it hnd 

C',o(l~uir('cl a f'c~ir decree of inde:.'1cndencc, cnd as the period ended) it 

t:~i.~ oor;i.nninc to perio!'::! CO:'le of the functions end o:ryerntionEl s~.1i t­

ablo to ~ full-fledced tactic~l ~ir force. 

~l1€'re heel bee:.:,.. of CO'J.rr,e. ,.en:." difliculticc. Cow-a of the:. cn::.e 

:f'row the cO::::Jlicc~tcd Plili t:'.I'Y setuu lor tho in",.c.sion of GerI:JC.IlJ". 

~1tur, the ::inth uc.r: c. :pert of tho *:.ElI', ,;ilicn o.lso included. t~!O itl­

conplicC'-hd rebtionrhi!)B required D. cD.reful uorL:ine out of :orooe­

(iures vill.ci'1 oiten too~: i'iee::t to T-lerfect. ~lle oll3lPl;,' :'11 t1l:.l.tion tlC.S 

es:!,ccic..lly cor.mlcx:, rx.ei. rc('uoctE for ad01tiona,1 o<,:ui'l1Ment 'lrere ~,or.!e-

~~cc hId 146C'"I'.t " c u9 ~~ ar-;s or D~re. 

J:;.;l.t'inr it £ cal;,' d.~;;.rs in the J::.TO. thero \iaS n. t enclel;.c;;,- for the 

!dnth to De over~h?rdoued b; the Li{",u.til Air Torce. [',nd since 0, lo.rGe 
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!JC'.rt of the pcrronnel of US:l.,ctT..: ffild U':;J:i?ll1' carLO frOl!i tho latter 

ort:ani~E.tion. tho,,~ n.~~turr~llilr tended. to tlrln::: of i ts 'l)rob1er.l~ first; 

to i tz O\1U :ncrGonnel. t~e 11inth scc::ed to "be sor-e-thinD of r. r,tep­

child. Houe.cr t these ryroo1cr::::l Here little mOTE' thc.n llcrot·tinp, "'Ocins I II 

nnd az the :iintlJ. clC7C1opcd. the~~ te:nded to olip into the baC:q;rounc1. 

l:'tances I "lac tho a.el(l.~· in o~ttinG equi:9;;lent to the ne\·T o.ir force. 

:3 nonthg "oo£ore its :!'J1:mes o.rrived, c.nu a. lon.; clall".Y in the sm:uz::sut 

of P-61 t S emd lJ-70 I:: Dre::,tl;r hold u:? niGht fiGhtin~ opo:r~tion6 e.nd 

~aLitionr~ photo rcco~iszancc.147 

division oi' fi.)lter 'lmitt into tArco Ce]'c.rc.tc CIXnw.."Ult1.:;; is a CC.SE: 

in "!,oint. ..\ccordilJ.'::; to the f!.~dr,tc.nt hiztorian of ti.:.e l:inth. Utherl" 

ere ::"'in~,. evi(lence~ tr.,r',t tbis COf.i!llic2tecl set-1,1"l'j h:l::'\ cr-.used confusion, 

not only in the ~inda of officers outcido tho throe he~aqUGrter~ 

concerned 'f.:.o U..'l.::-t dc~,l ;-ith thc:J.. 'uut in tho d,lldr. of UClrsons 1r.:::.e­

tl.i:fi'icult to obtrtin ~;~,r ren:::.rt;.lcnt c.!'j:::,ro,::u. :for orr~izc.tiono that 

OOrn.:.,'t'llo. o.nd the IX Air tei'euce CO];'"t!]~..ndt the need for thr>;:: hr.d been 

194..3. but the:" \Tore noJ~ :for...n.ll~l v.ctiva.tod until 30 l~.:.rch 194.4. 

~:ar rC}J3rtu~Ilt t :1 full 7 't'Jee':z cla~oed. before it "ra.E ~:;.rJ)ro\"ed. ~lle 
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I 

GLOSSARY 

e 
A-2 Lib. L1bre~y Section, Recention ~r., Oollection Div., 

AO/AS, Intelligence 
AADA Adveneed Air De'Oot .Aree, 
ADA Advanced Depot Area 
EAF Allied ExpeditioD2xy All' Forces 
lJAEP AolAS. Plans 
ArIHI E12tor1c~1 Division 
AFSC Air Foree Service Command 
ALG Advt'J:loed Landing Ground. 
AJfilIS Air Minist17 Weekly Intell1genee Summ~.ry 

ASO Air Su!'port Oommand 
AS\",AD Attl'ched Services with A:rmy Air Forces 

BADA :Base Air Depot gee. 

DIes Deputy Chief of Ste£f 

E!l:OUSA Europet-,n Theater of O!,erations U. S. Arm'1 

GA'F German Air Force 

lmR Mobile reclamation t"nd rf':"air 

ORS OperetionRl Rese~xch Section 

SAP Semi-~rmor-pierciDg 

TAO Tacticnl Air Com~Ld 

Toe Troon Carrier Oommand 
TAD Tactical Air Depot 
TADA Tectic~ Air Denot Arae 
WAF Taotical Air Porce 
TASAe TActicsl Air Service Area Corn~nd 

T~m. ~actieal V-lssion Report 

US.A.AFUK U. S. Army Air Forces in th.e Uni teo. E:ingdom 
US.A1-SAi' U. S. A:rmy Middle East Air Force 
USST,AF U. S. Strategio Air Forces in Europe 

.- -- Jon - -- ­

...... <.....-L.>....-......~.rr.1") ~-.i.J. .A.::.i 
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cX!;Jccktion of h~.vin~ th.~se or[.cnizctions in the ::intiJ. "lus the fact 
1..-1.9 

'1ih..'1.t the:;:' h,.....d not :lGt "been (11)proved cc~usca l:.Juch trouLJle. ­

:Out CO;;1e oi: thc£'c proble::s \lore no doubt ur:.vcd&:.'i:lle in 50 1:'>.1"&6 

an or~~izntion, forced to atto'i:llirih itself ~d c~rry on opcr~tionc 

o.t tile CW1.;e tiz::c. Jud.t:;ed i'rolN thio point of viet-I, the e.chieveoents 

of the liinth ,:ore f,rca.t end rcflacted tlUch credit on the uen VLO 

r...o.de thau pO[Jdbla. :'01' tiJ.e strensth oi '!.Jl~. air force lies in the 

:.::.:.en th.::Lt D~~:e it li"le nne. functiou. and not in the :ol.:::ne~ the~- f'1~(. 

:Cay after ~'i.;r. Hoe:: ['tfter m'c::. t10nth a.fter r:onth. tile ~-inth .iir :orce 

t"C.S D."le to sentl out S'. const:::.ntl;,r increasinG n't.':rloer 01' fl.ircr[l.ft ~G':;.j.nst 

its a.zsit)lC'd tcrgets. :?l~i.nG in all :dnds of' '.rElathtlr, ~[,"C'.inst he;:;,.~· 

flal.: Emd fiGhter att~c::t the pilotr eJlt1 their crops 'bombeo. the 00­

jcctive!:\ ~.nd uFu.."illy orouGht tl1.E?ir :glcmes bo,c!::. o:t'tl"n rld.<TI.ed. uit.G. 

J.:olct: and i;.:..dl~ dc.r.".(;cC.. i:hc cour~ ::~e. c.n.£. ti.c....otion. to J.ut;r of tho 

ion of the ninth Air Force Kore the fo~dctioll ctOIlHS U!Jon p:J.ich itf­

nchicvi';:'lent~ "l~ro 'built. emu ~"ithDut t:hich tHis lu,.;tory ':ould haVG 

h~d c 7~~' Uiiicrcnt ~tor~ to toll. 

':n""ClI\l CI~ 
~1'~I~TiL 
I 

-
t' . , , r14",

f ~ •• ,
'1' e r· 'iT' illd r 
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Ciu~:nter I 

., l:cInnil:, !:;:he i~\1,r: Sccon(1 l!m1:. 10e •'J< 

3.	 F.enort on vioi t to :J.e..a.l0 ::£l.st. by Air 1:C-..r.l:al Sir .'U'thur S.
 
~~rrn.tt, 27 ~';.u{':.-9 Sen. -12, in '\,J:l-V, :;iddlo ~st. /U'.I~.
 

A..\!' Ri doric:~l S~~ut:ics 1·0. 30: rflC ~:J..t.~ ill :t.lli;:, 
,'edern ~!?~C'rt iJc;:~ .:lut Zi J"j:m'';,fI;,'' 19-::-3. 

5. 

G.	 :Brf.'reton, flDirect .\ir SU":nort in the Lib;y<:'.Jl Desert, II 22 .'1.UC". 'f.;'; 
L3rereton Ee~or!i, in l=IAI. 

7.	 ~ '-;t21Q:;;:"!cnt. .Qf. Conb"t .i..7.ii.~. AO ~a..ctic!.!.l School. l:a~,rell 

ric1a, AIn. t 1 A~ril 3S, 2G. 

8.	 Ibi0~. 

!:I.	 r:l 1-75, OQ.";ii):J; Qrqer~j 16 J'UllD ,12. 9. 

10.	 :Gi 1-5, 2:);mJ.ovpent g.;L 4yiatiQU Qi..:tl:&.~. 18 JrIl. {S, 37. 

11.	 j3r~tt to ~'l.rnold. 25 Se::o. 41, co.bletl Cc.iro 311.:3.3, in .,'G"IhI. 

12.	 Er~r0ton P.cport. 

T,~'; .~13.	 ~. 

14.	 Ltr•• P.oDin~on to ~:'~rt"h,,' 1, S TIee. ·~,2, in ~,?-!II-5'12. roxth 
1.i'riC~ • .;.'S.:';:::£'. 

:~orth .'.£ri 0.'1 • 

13.	 Tc:o D to :i.'e:'Jort 01" =re:.ri.'I.e~· Oo..::.:itt.j~e, ~.::ctic~.l Cr,:,:r'.Iliz"tions of 
J......"'C' in ;7orth ..i.i'ric::::., n. Ci.., in ~':.!I.G 33~._\, :5ro:.UJ.cy P1M. 

17.	 Ltr., S"':1r~t~ to .lU'nold., 19 Pe-a. ~3. in ";P-IIl-::?12, ~;orth 1:.,f'rica, 
~;~;:i:• 

112 

,.L.fl~--,.........,;;.-- ­
I ; >'.. ! .1.); ..doC 
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F~~Tji~r~,~'lr":r~r';lt1~ 
t-~rhllrrn1.~Ji~~O§?:.t1T()N 173 

18.	 Goon. Sir :;)ern,~l'd L. r~ontbo:cJ.er~, llSone ::oteo on RiCa. CO!:l....~a. in
 
itar) 1I citvd in ltr. Str:~t erac:,.e1' t;:> ArneId, 7 : :'l~. (3 I 1l1i.Q..
 

19.	 llla. 

21.	 Ltr., 3!J~n.t~ to ..anold, 7V.p.rchJ':-3, in t ....i.'J: 312.1:8. Opcl''1t1ons
 
Lotterc.
 

32.	 Ibili.. 

24.	 Ltr•• Strnte.:..:~):rer t" :~rnold., 7 1;''l.Y .,13. in ·..?-III-:;12 , MricD..

XS'.C....
 

25.	 Ii:lirt. 

<".::6.	 ;P';:'''1.. Ai:r GrounJ. 2echninue enlo:retl in l~orth .:£1'10:\. 9 June ,",S,
 
:l.rnold to ::utor, in ~ 1?-III-Z'12. I-orth .lrric,~. n:...,;."C;:.~.
 

rJ,3.	 :H~ n for Co~binod. 30nbar Ofieu:i'8 :frota the' Ul: {SODGer Offen~ivii. 
in ;1111.1. 

3:J.	 VIi.( :::.' in 30Us..:.. 

$.5.	 Ltr. J Strt~tow\..yer 'iiI') Sp£...t ~. 30 .1,qn. (3. in :~·I.G 312.Ll. Cpe:r:-~tions 
L,,-lttcrc. 

34.	 !Ll.j. !.oi)Qrt C. An.!::ell, llOr 7mh:1tion o.n~ :Build-u1) of the j,:inth 
I..tr :"orce in the .:.Tu to June '3. 19-141.1 Li>ull,i-u"r) of ath :-:gj, in .':::WI. 

3(i.	 Ibi£.. 

36.	 ~~b D to reno~t Qf 4r~dley Co~uttee. 

37.	 ::s...:o for OG USA:,.J;' b:,~ 1:':1.j. I}Orl.. :'-ollett :Brc.cLle:.'-. Qr[;&ni ~t'ttion of tal') 
•...iE ).::', 23 :~~;.' ~t3, in ~,?-III-:~3, G;,. 3rli.::.in. :e:"G;': Col. Eu;:-). .r. 
::n.or~, i12c7)ort on :..lr 8cr7ice CQrJ1. in .U'rlc~... 'I i?J:l June ;1;3 E-;nerr 
P..'J")ori7. in ~;"-;'Im. 

$t	 I I 

III.J!I (	 I 1 I 
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39.	 C~:-Cu.2-":75'i' (1l-7-L 3) ~ ~\rnold. to Devera, ,,'.....-2379, 11 Ju1~. 43. 

~2.	 C:~-Oti·:l-l21G:j (31-7--:'3) i ~;'rnold to :",rereton, ,:160, :::0 July F~3. 

-15.	 Bill Id-un or 9tI1 pO;;:. 

46.	 C::-I~i-1384,) (2~Z-·:3/' :':"-:!,:or to _ttno1d., Jj74 , 22 June ~:-5. 

47.	 Ec.:::.o :Lor :u-nol6. o~- :"'1'1(:. Gc:1.. H. :3. !:lcnsell, ~rfdnint: and Prcr2::-:r",.­
tien of C'. ~;2, ill 'i?-III-",::'3, G-t. :'rlt:'llll, ~l.£.G_ 

.lS.	 I!e::1:> :lor cis 1'ro.1 ...~/ ...\.$, I-lano, r~eorr.,:;<'mi;;[~tion of U,;;.....~· in tho u":, 
Z7 .A.1.l;~. '~3, illQ:.• 

.019.	 ~:C~!) :Lor -'i.mold, 2 So"!). .~. Uit1.. 

50.	 Lc:::>:,-la:y, !llli r. t ~r;r of thf' \JI II ~ix Service Oo'.:L..:-~nd in the :''ux.:no,'l.u 
!i'he"ter" f).i::t,:,X';:", -;'TIIl ",'U;'';;O in .2.Qj, Chc."'J • .0, 76-60, in ~'IJ:iI. 

51.	 I'uid. 

5:3.	 Ibid. 

r' '" i . f't'''" .. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

(,--. 
10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

It',-.
 
15. 

16. 

:::0. 

175 

CU-'1.ptElr II 

in l.:CI1II. 

r:i.nute~ of CO!l:":l,'mdl~rs' ~;()3tln5s. 9th X;. Oct. ~3 (neotin;,' oi' ::.3 
Oct. ) t in 12IllI. 

I:ncrr F.c:oort: ~~Gao for OG US~'..'.:? 'b~~ -.<r~:.cilc;;. OT!~pni ~ation of 7III 
12, ':3 J=n~.- .:.~ 3, 111 •":J_II I -",i\3~ Ct. 31'1 tain ~ .t2.~~. 

ThUl.
 

:;:ncrr Pe"?ort.
 

2.ul1d-U'"J of 9th .\I'.
 

0: '-Otr"2-5D2C: (13-7-43; • ~~:'.rsh~ll to Dev8r~. ,-2.620. 12 JulJ" 4,:~. 

O~~-Ol.o",]-~OO7 (11-8-4,,3) • ~:::~"'sh['.ll to Devor!'.• ,,?.l7ID • 10 A".l[;. 1::3. 

O::-Cv~-ca.)7 (11:' 8 ,1..3) ~:\rshr~ll to l:evcr:::, ?l9:)G,-~ -- ,. Iv A1l{;. ·j3. 

Hi s tor;,.- I VI II USC in ETO. 

o:J:-r~:-222i3J (2:)-:'-·:".)). TIaver:.. to ~~rsh~ll ~nd _'...rllol Ci.. ,:::374.5, 
29 .:~u:;. k:3. 

LtI'., :::""'::01' to .irnold. 15 .\.11.:. ;;3. in .,'l..lG 312.1D, c.':9e.r.~tions 
Lett(,r~. 

Liir•• Giloz to £:er t 26 .lw..:;. £3 • i"oAd.,
 

CE-OCT-163a (3-~-43) t l~r$l.1.o.11 to rever:;" =.203'7. 1 So,. {-3.
 

) .lli.i

j'JuiJ.ci.-uYJ of' 9t:J. 1:£. 

d~U j; t -~., ) 
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'~\r~Y~;' "\ 
I	 ' ,t 

176
!!ena;'r~l' -~fQ"r.fKW 

33.	 C:'-Il--137E,) (23-10-43), =a;:or to ~~rf1:c.....l1 for ...rnold nona. Oreia, 
,,"~;0J39, 22 Cct • .:"0. 

23.	 ~uilcl-W? of 9th .iE. 

~x.	 :~O.;10 to CG :.....j,;QU&\. ·0:-," I:-wreT, IJ.l3l1c.:1cnta.tion 01' 3ra.d.1c;,' Pl~ 

(RGvized). 15 Oct. '13, in iifl.G 33·1 .".... Br~dlJ.e~· Pinn. 

:36.	 Ol:-O"L~-3664 (13-9-.;s), I.brcll:l.l1 to E.o~'-ee. in:ror::J.~tion for Devers. 
\,":::.3':::61, 17 :Jo:,. ·13. 

26.	 O::-Il':'-262u (5-10-':'3), DevCr::l to :i/D, ,~ib300. 4 Oct. t:3. 

27.	 Joint Comr.::.;mders' :~ectinG (8th £; 9th ..I\..?' S ), 18 Oct. 4:3 in IX 
richter Condo t','-"Ii1c' St~:f'i :~eetint; :anutcs. in ~1I'IliI. 

Z3. ~.
 

2~. Eui Id.-un of' 9tb t'.JJ.
 

30.	 R«!.. 9th ~ I GO "leO. 16 Oct. 43. in A3".orr. 

31.	 E1f,to~~. IX rlrpter Oo~d., 18 Oct.-31 r~c. <3. 

32.	 n.li. 

34.	 llU..Q.. 

35.	 Rinto~J, IX ~roop Onrricr Co~d., 16 Oct.-sa ~ov. ~3. 

36.	 llir;tory, EOth ~roop CD-rrier ~:in.~t Cct. -<.-3. 

37.	 :G"Jild-U"l oi" 9th .'2. 

38.	 !<1PMO biT I:r1.j. 2. C._.:.nr.;all. histori£.!l, 9th J'::;. Sourceo of Unit~ of 
ethXJ. 8 Dec. {,z LSources of Unitil. in )2IliI. 

C r, 
tfi ".1~: 
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~l~~ Ohc.yter IIi 

1.	 1l.n:.:o11 neoo, SOurCDS of Cmt". 

2.	 ~. 

3.	 ~. 

11.	 ll.nGell Deno, 'l'£'lEl ~ir}~t Six Eonthn of t~10 9th ~'J] in :ari ·(;n.in,
 
15 ~~r11 f3, in l~IHI.
 

5.	 ill!;l, 

6,	 Lt. Col. R. E. Georeo, !IE~t:::.i>liclment of ~i.dv[!nced Ro. 9th liP, II
 
ro :~~l 4.~1t In J:S'Ii!I~
 

7.	 ~\.n£:ell tler:o, 3uild.-uy of 9th .r;:r. 

3.	 Ill1!.l. 

9.	 11;i ,l. 

10.	 HistorY', 

11.	 I:Qid. 

12.	 ill!l. 

13.	 C!:-Il;-136'!.3 (23-12-43), 3rer.;ton 1'01' .A.:rnold, ,,'(o785/m3. 18 Ilec. ("-3. 

14.	 In con-:':f?ntin::; on Cc.ble ,,",;8785/533, General Arnold stated: .iJ:cl.s 
if; th~ second or third ti::lB tho.t this stunt ho.::; been "r)ulled. 
Let I - sto:? it nnd bo £\'uro it uon I t l.t.~~"')nen a.E",'"'.ln. II CO!.1ll€':n.t record.ed 
in cr-.olo 'Tolu:ne London :: ;;..ri~, :Cca. "~3. in ..il'I.LiI. 

15.	 Ec:. IX Pieutor Co,::d.., a:Ccil~· StClff ;!cotint~ E'?"')orts,lI :3 1':'ov.-31 rec. 
,:-'3, in :.:'IlLi.. 

18.	 LU.A­

19.	 :S:i';ltor~.-. 70th rir;ater ·.;int~. 1-28 roo. ~:4. 

20.	 ttl'•• !.cct. InG-,cctor Gencra to CG-9.th.:i1', 2( A:?ril '1:, in Hictor;.·, 
IX .0071"001' Oo:!d., ~l::!ril 44.. 

~ ~_~ __~____.-= _= __ "'_ ~__._. __ >e' 1 

"'-- .',0 i 
- .~-(	 :>;-~ 
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21.	 Ch!'.rt~ ItlIlle::1cnt:o.tion of 3rall1e~~ 2.e.)ort ~:.f:Lectinc VIII A:::':::.in 
..tElaI. 

32.	 Ltr•• 3rercto~ to OC I~ FiLAter Oo~d. I l~ Jrlll. 4~. in A2I~I. 

23. lli.stor~,.• IX ~iehter Comel. :mCi. IX J:'ir SUVJort 00:::0.•• 1-29 :200. .t1,.t;,. 

') ... 
1........
_. Ibi<l. 

2511 :) (..:llii..::l
,.,­
<:.0.	 Eulld-up of 9th }3. 

a9.	 Hist017. IX :::ichtcr Condo tmcl IX Air S".1:J~ort 00'::'0.•• ~:'"rch .:1...~. 

29. 

30.	 ::3uild-U"lJ of 9th ~U'. 

31.	 Ch='.rt: Ort;3!1i ;;c.tion of tho Zth ::. 9 June J1.~l, in .lll"IE:I. 

Eirtory, IX $onocr Oomd•• Je~. 44. 

33.	 rtJiil.. De.::. ':.3. 

.. 
4I-~.~. t Jr:.n. • 

30.	 I "oi(l. 

37.	 I)iil. 

33.	 Ltr. I 001. J. O~ i:11"born to 01) I1{ Lo::foer COJ:1d.. Cotlbc~t ~~~ingt 

O:ger~·.tion:1.1 ?ollcy, 18 reb. ~1t in liistor:l. IX J;,o:;::..,er CO::l:J..,
 
: ~rciJ. 4.~:.•
 

59.	 histor~. I~ ~o~bor Cond•• ~~rCh~. 

{-OJ	 .ll.s::'t. Inc:~)cctor G1mcrcl to OG V; ,,':..'. Surve~: of' .\CL":rl.nietr.:.tion ~t 
:an,~ Leo,ol. 2': l ..;?rl1 4-:<, in lril3tor~'1 IX J::o::lJcr CO:1d•• ~':.y,>rll ~-:. 

1.2.	 111i·-1. 

~3. I]ll.A. \r\-
( .... • j ~~~ -	 ,IIi \_ 
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'ill~:?r>,' i'~'VTr~1)\ 
, " -'	 Ill' \---- ~_ ..._..... ~ ~ 178

~~t'1itfP{' 'fh?'lJr(A~~n 
u~ 

Ha. IX 30_10cr Cond., IIOrdn;::.x.ec l.eti7iti ec ::?I.e'")Ol't. t1 21 2eb. 44, 
lD: ~~IJ1I. 

49.	 llii. 

50.	 Ittr.. OG )2 ':o:-a>Jsr CO!i1d. to Oo:r:d. Surh:6on. 1 ::r.rc11 .;.:. 1:uicJ.. 

Gl.	 let inCl.. (ltr•• C·; I:\ ~ouber Cocd. to Cor::d. Eurceon, 1 !~1'ch 4.-:) , 
Sur{;eon to OG L\: :'::o~'uer Co;::c'i.. 1 8 :~l.reh t~.~. ~. 

52.	 I'oll1. 

53.	 ::e:::.o to CO 1:2 iron E~. I:~ ~o::r.)o1' iJo'-"ld.. Opal'..:.tionc.l. Leavo ?olio~·. 
in Ui::ltor~', lX .do~oer Co:r.d.., ..'l.:'Jl'i1 44. 

U4.	 RiEvory, IA 3~~bcl' Coed., Ayl'il 44. 

56.	 lr,t indo (Itr•• cja 9th 12 to OG lA ~o~bcr ao~d•• 20 ~ryrll 44), 
ojS I:~ .dou:>cr eouCl.. to OGo :ith ~-:J. n. d.. in ::i star::. B: :Oonber 
Oo~d•• ~~ril (4. 

57.	 2d indo to letter in n. £:6. 0/S to OG IX :30:::[0('1' Cor.:.cl. 1 29 :~"1)ril .g. 

58.	 Eir.tory, IX ~o~ber Oo~d •• Avril (~. 

6a.	 lMil... 

61-	 lQ1.Q,.. 

,~62.	 3uild-uy of ~th .u..: • 

63.	 ll!1.Q,. 

64.	 L'd.ld. .'!.ccorc'i.ing to l:.ngcll. the ~.37th C'ro'\.l'? un.$: o1'igi~'\l1y v.s£l.=,.led 
to tho ElJtl1 -.;in:; uut P_IS im: ,ed.ietelI~ t1'nnr:ferred. to t.a.e 53d. (?lonc 
1':itil the ~1;:;Gth l'hich n1::'0 cl~.:.e f1'o::) the 5Jth ·.iint~. 

) 

--'-'-'TIT'r 
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f\~ 
~ 

lGO 

67.	 Intorvle:l '.lith Ca.,t. £ol:lort KnorH, 11 L]lril 4.5. 

69.	 Ltr. t 001. ~oorGe :~o to Eric. Gen. S. C. Godfrey, 1~ 2eb. f3, 
in ;~~G 312.1F. Q?Gr~tiono LettGr~. 

71.	 .tL""G O~o. 71-..3 I Intervlem:; r..nu. Inforu::.Lion. 

74.	 llitl. 

77. IIDJl. 

'78. 1M..;. 

1'2). niCl. 

so.	 illQ.. 

81.	 Hir:i,. 

Z2.	 lre:J,o for ....0/ S, O~D. Pro:.~oned ..\ctiV(f. tion of the 9th i;E ~zr. Oo:r.d.. 
i.1 :E'en• .(-4.,. in :1,..~'3- 323 P, L'C'. 

8(..	 J:;uilc-up of 9th ~'J:. 

eGo	 llll. 

87.	 Im.b 

\.---_....~.II	 , "'~) 

.; , U I ,r" lA' 
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89. 

90. l-:q. roth:..r IlIntelli~'ouce ::U.n:U~l.ll SNlo. 10. in -'.rIm. 

91. :,e.l~ on Orc:>ni::lnticm nnIJ. Eif'ltor;: of the Ohe::icc.l St'ction, Sth ;:.X, 
28 Dec. 43. 

03. R~. 9th ;.'l2, Offico of th£i SurCeon, 1I.\uDUZll p.C'2)ort of r:edicc::.l 
:Cqw..rtr:u;;nt Jl.otivi tiC'(1 t n 16 Ja:tJ.. M. 

"r--;.. ­

In
,I 

J! 
'

,Cr' 
PI
1

", 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

1. 

::::. 

6. 

8. 

10. 

13. 

1[;. 

l ~·u. 

19. 

~i;c-ijl-'-fT'Y -,yjiiiitiCilms. 182 

Ch.,";p'ber n" ~ 

l:Uj •.t.luert L~an:7:J·, UZirtOIjr of' tho Air Service Oo!:'"Q'.n.cl in the 
::).u-Ol)C~:.n. ~llcc:~cr of C:oorc:.tiOllc,,11 elk":.}). 2, in l..::am. ';j:;Us stu.~: 

contrdnG iL"'10rt£Jlt irdoI':'.f.tion "hich is not :.-et t-:.vt;.ilc,Dle s1se­
pllcro. ! t i G -;cJ.1U' 01 e :Lor tho ce interer:ted in trc:cinG the {;1"ollth 
of the air r,cr~ce cOL~~ndg. 

Ibi(1. 

ZlriC. Gen. E:usj:. J. :::nerr, i1l.ir Service COfJ. u-..u6. in :.£ric:::., II 
2S 31.111(1 ...!.2, in LQ~~t~~7. 

li:!;ili. 

Llisl. 

I"bj,cl. 

no. 8th:J'. sa -.101, 10 Ju.."lC L3. in Lo·,)::,.' ·sl:~;. 

JT:IQ. "th.'1!:. ::Cl;>~ 1;)(1-1, '1i.::(>norc1 :Lircati7c for CI"tJ er"'..t1on!", of tht:l 
VIII l~ S~. u ~3 J<-IJ1~; #:,,~ ;~t in Le~-::'''.:'s·:;~a 

1!~. 8th:..:J, ::inutec of Co~::x..uclersI ::eettin:,,: :::0 JuJ.:,r ,(-3. in 
I,c"a.::s';::t. 

, 
-

, t i--..YIII' ) ; . I') '* 
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BO.	 lIn. 8thJ'lE, :.:inute~ of t}:;c.. ::mGers 1 :.(;otin'~lO 8r.n. ·~Z, in 
Lcp.:'~"ln:~7". 

31.	 I:LU.tl. 

:;~.	 ~., O~:? 5. 

25.	 l:c;:'IJ :Cor 0:::":: I 8t:h:J!' OO:ld!l. £rO:::J ?lc.n-c: rmd. Contr(ll Dlv., It:t m1~ 
1;ooile !hinton.rmco cntl ?o.j~dr Unih, 11 J~m• .;.3. 

~7.	 1"1);1.(1. 

31.	 TIi~torJI IX :~~O. IG Cct. ~~ to ~l J~. ~~. 

3:3.	 ;Lbi..'i. 

4').	 Hq. 9th ,;.'J::l , ';('::'1,,-';0-13, Ilc.rf.~q.ni~ntion and ('iHlr:-':tion of n :;:,.ctic·~l 

.\.ir :C~7ot, II 11 ;r~:n. ~/*-

....
 
sa J2!l 
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18~ 

A • 

~ ... 

46. Dill. 

--~ ~-- ~~ __....~r­
:.11"".,,1,_'i.__.J.I••_'.~~_".c~_.~4~Si~-." I II,. '-' i /-\ ­

iLl & Jaw __ " ... I, 
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~~.-~u ~-
1_.. - '\-. 

44
~	 135(' 

SHtbi51:f lIirtlHli '''f~ 

Ch..,\",ter v 

1.	 ..:.\n(\:l11 ract10; :;:'1.1.0 ::"irft Six r.:onth:z of the :::inth ~·.ir :'01'01;' in
 
Bri t=dn t 15 A'>'JriJ. 4-~.
 

2.	 IJriJ.'!.. 

3.	 ill..!l. 

7.	 li!1..!l.; HI'!. fith~;r ::coo r.:O-G I ::3 ::0v• ':3. 

b.	 1l(1. 9th»; Eccct)tlon I£.nu.::l.l, l'In:roru.:~tion .tor Incowin{; t:nits til 3 :7ov. 
·M. 

11. IJri,A. 

12. ~. 

13. I:OM.\. 

15. Het. 9t.:l .le I:ntellit:ence Oi'i'lcc t F.cccntion ::,:.n:ua1. t Sec. -? i-if,. 

17 • Dl.:i,.Q.. :3 •t 

31. ;[D1(1,. 

23 • il.i.ll. 

~Ji 

#....(( t" : :1 as 
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lee 

~;-""". 
~A	 

IQ.~. 

;;5.	 ~., l:c:.rc.u. ~4~. 

.~2G.	 ili.!l. , ~'~7jril ~"'::: .. 

37. ill.!!. , !:D.rc!1 I..J
..

.....,z. 

a3. lm..d. 

23.	 1l..1.i1.. 

30.	 1oi,i" :-cb. ,.:;r1. 

31.	 .iliA. 

33.	 Ibid. , J.l)l"il ..:.1:: • 

33.	 Anr:;oll ;neu:>. :l.1:crctr.C' 3CC::2_-\l:G, :Jg .?"1')ril .t1.:i'. On the l~<lin.~; of 
Zl .\JI'il 19<...(" ·~iCh. !::t,jor :.n:;.'1J. pitne~:ed. the entire o'l')cI'r.tion 
t'jo': Clbout gJ .anutco. r'n":' onl~.- cl,-·~t vciu.clC':J ,,:ore otalled.l1::J.ic-J. 
tl[J.3 cand dored f~ooii.. 

34..	 Lictor:r~ I IX .'1.:::'..0. ~i;1")ril ~~. 

35.	 Eri~--;. Oen. 3. I:'. Gl1c::::, "InsiJoctlonc.l ~;isit. CQ. I): r.:.:OJ to ~\i'rlc~>.Il 

~ao~t9r, 2G ~~v. ~3. 

36.	 :;:'.ae 50th ~O ,j.Ln;-; 1m,::; the on~~ o:pcr~,tion:::.l unit in the co::'.L.-;o.n6. d 
ti~~ t ti:nc. 

• 
..,37.	 oj. 

r"t rj "''"'~O.	 }.i~t?r~!. Ii'!.. ~3bt:J. G'l., •• J.>JV. reo. ,:'3. 

c-<.l:ii~tor~, 1I.q. ~d. E:q. Sq., GOth TJ .iinG, Jc.n. -.. 
Eistor¢', 77th 2G (.ot35ta -,.. Grom) • :hrch 4<1.So. ...u 

{G.	 Ebto:r;!. £2d ~O :;in~, ::c.rc'h ·~·1. 

8~i::::::~n~I~~'-~'~--~'&~-'~~;LL 
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51.	 ,r,;id.• 

57.	 I..~. 

58.	 J:~)iJ"t. 

60.	 .'i..'1.:;ell ::10•.10. Air StV')!Jort Inci.oatrinntion Cour~os, 25 &m. 4-:4. 

61.	 101tl. 

G3.	 Ltr•• ~ue~ca~ to ~rereto~. 13 reb. /~1. 

65.	 I:bjA. 

Co?	 I.:Q.iJi.; ~i.n[':1J. ;:;'0::';). rli:)i.t Lor.lit!rs I £'chooL 1 ~h;.· ~; :U!)tor;:', 
11:: :'irhtor Co. (1. t.nd :a:·: ~\~a, l:[;.rc;J, ·1:. 

,
:l't II 
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C9.	 I:oit!. 

70.	 rulCl,. 

71.	 ..m,:ell r.1.C:~!). IX .2o:-:"Jer Co.ld. Training. 1 .ren. 40';. 

'12.	 Rq. IX ...o~bcr Oon:d. ! :e:::o G'J-11. Sur.tninin~ ':.::ra.inin,": Directi"ie, 
15 :reo. ·G3. 

73.	 Ibi~S. 

'75.	 I'nid.• 

7'7. LL:U!.... Jan. ·':..l. 

'78. n1!1. 

79.	 nld. 

, , 
.~80.	 l:(q. 9th ~U· ~:c.::o, ~r,.inln£ Sohools. 10 Jo.n. --. 

31.	 J.»ll. 

85.	 I'bi<l. 

,:;6.	 Ibicl. 

~_i7 •	 l.bj....i. 

aid.	 I:oll. 

89.	 Ltr•• nl03 ~th .\:' to co. I:{ :':'ollber COhd.. 27 I~'1.rch ~-{, ibid. 

91.	 Ltr. I D/cs 9th :C to OG n: :Bo:.:i;"cr Oo::;,d.•• 2~ ;'=,rc~l 44, in IIi~tor;,~, 

H: .3o:.msr co=~a., :uci1. 4,~. 
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~3. 3d. indo (1tr•• OG IX j3omoer Coca.. to OG 9th .:.r t B~ :I:::..rch .1--:) b~' 
001. H. 3. !2h::~to~eI', in iPJ..i. 

..0.
C\,; D1sl. 

97. I..Q1..Q.. 

~S. Il11Y..
 

~ZJ. lli!l.
 

100.	 Eo. IX ~~r. Con~., A-3 ~orlodic St~2f ~~~ortt 10-20 ~~ril 4~. 

103.	 I.lllli. 

104.	 lJ.U.L1.. 

105.	 001. Oc.rl J. OrCXlG t :E~c."ort on !J'J":: to 00 9th ;:£ 1 £) JD-'1.. tAo 

106.	 llQ.. V Cor:)£; U. S. ,li.ro~·. flCri tique licld. at Yo. V C~r-i)S 13 Jon. 4,..:::.11 

r-~c. ,,':41.. 23 J~:n.. e{..:. 

107.	 IJrlll. 

111.	 Lt. Col. R. H. George. oerJO on ::obilit~· ~erci~es. 10 l:.n:r 44. 

11:J.	 Wil. 

113. History. IX ~o~ocr O~r-d•• ?co. ~~~. 

1M.. .I.mJi.. ::"1rch ~,..':,. 

115.	 .\n:~cll J:1e~:o. ~he ]'irot Six :~onth~ of t.hc _inth :"11' ~orce in Britain. 

,elf', ,..-- "--.----~.~-- ",	 .~ 
, • t 

:. '4J'-	 i ..... ; 
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190 

.,-, ' .. - n 
Oha"Qtor VI ~ & ­

1.	 Plr.n for Oo~bincd 30Llber O;ffensive fro;;! tho U::. 12 io;;nil ~-3. 

3.	 J?lo.n for OOl,.ioin~'d rJOJ:lber Oii'ensiva froll tho U::. 

4.	 lliJ1. 

5.	 ~. 

6.	 ImJl. 

7.	 1..11' l:iniot:r~· ::e,,::l;r Intollii"';enoe Su"":UL.ry l~~: .113). :'0. 233. 19 :'130.
 
44, ".1.11icd ~".ir Att....c::s on Oc~'!l:>i~o. .i.irfield~ ~ in ....-2 Lib.
 

8.	 ::1;);:':0 for CO- 3d Eoub. ·,anr..: by ;2.J ••Ufred lIe von Zolnit>1, :Lou Level
 
Eo::r:ao.:rJncllt. 30 Dec. ':'8.
 

9,	 GooT[:e IJe:.lO, Th=geri3DCcs of the 323<1 :;oub. G-l-ltOUT} in LOll{ Leval 
~ou0~r~cnt, 23 Dec. 43. 

10.	 ;'e:1o for 00 32~d Gl. oy von t:olnit~. Lou Level :3or:fo=:.rll::lent, 13 ;:~~r. ~3. 

12.	 Gooree. See n. 9 above. 

13.	 1;0>:10 for 00 322il. 3ol'.lb. G,. 'bi-~ von :t:olnit~. :Jx'tre:J.e D:.:.n::.;er in Oon­
to::':11atod ~:icdon. 1? l::...~.- 43. 

14.	 rL\t~. 

15.	 GeorGe. See n. 9 auove. 

16.	 1.o;1A. 

17.	 ~ 

13.	 Ltl'•• _:~:or to Sle~sor, 7 J~~, in :~IJI file;, • 

• 
( ('	 J , t ' 'II 
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....' ... 

8'1.	 Ltr. t OG :Jth .:F to U(; U3:,Al~V:~t ;:3 tct. ~13; 1'10_"';) t ACj.\.St ?l:ill~ to 
0/S, i,c:lrcc.ni z::".tlo:!l of u:::: ll,r:3? /.ir ?orct'~ in th.o 1:.:, 87 1...u.;-:. /~ t 

in ·"j?-III-':"2, Gt. :3ritcin, :.r...c:3. 

27.	 W£i,.. 

23.	 9th:~ C1)orc,tion!'; Eh:urar;:.', 16 Oct. ~-3-31 Jan. '::-~. ~ho 'bonb tO~Ge 
for CctOQor c.nd ~ ·ovcml}or <loas not include :J~G tons dror:mC'd. b~; the 
2;111 :oo.·~. lJr,'r£.ron tLJ u~..ich ~'%'.£! ror~.!la.nt of thCc' o1u VIII k::a 
&tt~cne~ to the IX lor these 2 Dontn~. 

29.	 !bi,i • 

30.	 ;,,::-..15, ,,3l0, 13 ~:ov. "3, in ,,',,-2 Lio. 

31.	 l!Cl,. 'dth ~i2 :i:a.cti!J:J.l ::i:.>sion I:o~}ort I '1. ~ec. (3 :Lor ::'lission \;18 on 
11 l·~v. '~3. 

32.	 TI~. 9th ~~ Dee. ~3 far nls~ion 101 on 2G ~ov. {3. 

Ell. 8t.a;.iZ ~.:ll, 5 Dec. (-3, £lission 'i-.J on 19 :':07. 4':";:). 

35. H~. 0th .~ Gircctivc. Cactic~l Lomocr Cjer~tion~t 15 rec. 43. 

313 • ll.;iJl. 

33.	 I..!;Ud•• 15 :Dcc. '~3. 

39.	 I~:;id. 

t:.').	 Hi~to:r:.. , 322d C'1., l? JuJj--31 De~. <;'.,3. 

-	 9ft' ! .'If • ...,'.f.3."~f",-.-"''''.'_;;;'';';'.;;.__._~,mI d if 1i- j, /,,-J I I .	 ,,: --,,1/,_ 

...4....';.f~i~!~f_"'''_'''_''~!IIiI..~I_..- , ),~! $ 
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-,...W-~\~\-~-~"~-pi\ff',\­.- t' \i)L.\~ 

192 

~. ..-,Directive. LC"f. J-W to GO 1:-::"'0_.101' Oo:-:G.., C"JorLtion Grosc-bo:·. 

': Lee. '':''0. 

I lli(l,. 

50. Ibi-d.. 

51. 

58. Ltr. t ::/0 J. ~!c:;otio to Ro ...L.G" 2u Dc". ~~3. 

G"~. 9th. 1C lrt ?nr.:::e s.:. :F.onortc, 29 :'~ov. -31 rcc. 43. 

5G. uA P.cvleu of ~l.ir Operr.tion£ Pr8"'):~r~~tor:: J.;C). :::,~c:.. in g'1.!"):port of 
O.)cr:J.t1on :;":.'/'u.:.;-.J••1 

57. nth lJ( Int ?h~~o G~ Eoportrt 2J ~o7.-31 rea. 43; ~btory, IX 
~O~0cr Co~l., ~ec. :~3. 

.0rCNton t~ .'.rnold t'icnod .\n0.01'30n, 

CD. ::i~tor::', IX :ii{J1tBl' 00:.::1•• IS Oct.-31 Doc••:-3. 

61. 

62. Intervleu pith. Lt. L. H. Oxic.ten, I? ::''U'. 45. 

6'7.V. ~. 

64. 

65. IX -o".:iber Cond.. ::i:J'1ion<:: (Sn--,-'U':n. 16 Oct. 4.3-11 .1;111'11 " ..1. 

¢Ii 
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66.	 flistor~.. , ;.:{ ~o.:iiJol' 00'1&.., J&!. 4...~. 

67.	 LiiA. 

08.	 F,i ~-: ·:.r;-, 55::!J. ::Or:1'i>. E:q•• ..\-r.t:..,... I, J{'Jl. '2.,(; nl (,0 intcrvim: ~'i th 
Lt. }'. ~. Crlf:.t::...1.!l. 12 Ma.l'e1l1["~!). 

IX F:1,(jb.tcr Cor.l<l. ::icdon~. 1 Jc.n. 4?-31 den. 

70.	 Hq. ::,AC. or.::;, Re":)ort 9. 2 ::c.rc.1l •.'..~~. 

73.	 cr.os;;..::O',; Su:.:..'[r~" of ImOl'rl.·tion , ....~. :orf-'}?f'xcCi. -~~. :01;.-. of IXltcllicence 
(=rit.). 8 Jr'.!l.. ~. 

7{. 

raid. 

76.	 I{~. 9th:;J •.t.ncnanent ,,3 to Lircetiva :for ~a.cticc.l :oo'oer c,erf~tions t 

3a Jr.n.. ~::. 

77.	 IIiDtor~·t IX _or;il)or C:>r.ld•• :5'ob. J.~. 

78.	 R~. IX~, Itr~ctive for ~~cticn1 ~~nbor t~or~tion~, G :eb. J~. 

GO.	 lilil.• 11 rob. {..~. 

£2.	 l1.!.:!.oOttC'nt·, ·1, 20 :'e-"a. ~4. to Dirocti,,:£. £01' !i:~~c • .:Jo:,:,'i)n' C'nn!.'l ••
 
:J1 Ie·u. ·Z.
 

86.	 I!ll.Q... 

67.	 I!ilil.. 
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n.	 Air.t~r~.-. I:\: :?i:htcr CotlU. rnd XI,: Asa, reo. 4,-<... 

~J5.	 ;;o:r'~hcor.:ing :.:.<X l::ic-coricr,l d:.u~: on not· n,.,<)1icc1tioli!" of elc ctronicl:\ 
tsc;'miruet to :".eri::.l \'a.rfn1'p. 

i' , 
~ .. 

9th ~{'!.cticcl ~o!.focr c-,}crc.tion~. 15 ::r..rch10J. 

103.	 Ibid. 

10';.	 1j)icl. 

106.	 Illid. 

108.	 ~ ::ini~tr;,: ,;oc::1.Z W~J.lin:;'l,Cc:. ~: "t;.', :;]37. 18 :~c.rcb. ..:1....1,. in 
1.-'2 Lib. 

109.	 J:!.ictor::·. r:c :Jo=focr Oona... ~~".1'c:a ..;? 

IS:: 
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113. I.2lil. 

113. I32itL. 

114:. 0::-1: -~':'5 (1-<:'-,:·:), Conrc.d. to :::;i::mo:!.l for Hcn.r~,-. ~(:n.r.:.• 3i£cnhonJr. 
Z:::13GS ,2:1 :~re::t .:-:. 

115. C' '-1:"-:J2){)G (51-Z-~(), ';onmo to 3i s:MH :for ITcnr:f. !;!f1l.d. :Ji 8erllo~lor. 

-I:~1~:M, :':0 ::'~cil 4,(.• 

117. 0: ~-I:--IJJ,E05 (~'J-~,-":4). Oonr(!.d to ::':'i['l~ell for :l~lll";". ~:'-"JlG.. 

:lr.onhoIJC'r. -J..3:::96. 2) ::~rcil ~. 

ne. :F:c:nort. W,"ulnorLoili t:· oi' 'i'~fct ~;I 1C01 to ::.ttc..c: lir the IX. 
EO:J~}cr Oo;.a=:.:,nd, [I :3 ::~U'ch ~:. :..:xhi'JJit D.uD in lIi:.!tQr~·. I:~ 

:: o:--'::!er OO::'.i., ~::',!"ch .::'.2.. 

1:::1. 

11 ~'t:!Xch 

J • ::.nu 11 

126. ,.Vulr..ercbiIi t~- of ~f',rrct z:.... lC:ll. n 
end 11 :r~~rch 194.~~). 30 !~[.rcb. tAo 

(S'\Il':ri}lcTQntin~: r c"::Jrt<1 of 'J, A"', 

13'). n'j;.V 

132. ~. 

133. 

r
1 .; " ,. ,ill¢_.~LtJ 111 -

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958
 



- - -

This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

13·1. 

135. r(li,l,. 

136. Hiotor;,', 67th 12c.c. Ren. Gh., ::''U'cl~ -:4. 

137. 

l~a. 

139. 

1L::1.	 C::-I~--ZOO.:1 t4.-4--1~). lJonrcc.. to ~i C'cell for l:Icn~·. £!cncl. ::i(lGnb:w~r • 
. :21701, 2; A·,ril ..1.";:'. 

H ..~. 'Zolrt;;))(;. Hq,. n: BClrfJC'r 00:.::11. to 00 t C 0..11 rin.::-s end Gr0W)S, 

13 ~~ri1 ~~:, in Ui r. tory , IX 30nber oo~a., ~ryrll ~. 

It.:G. .:l.!l~~o11. It!ZAc rirr.t Six tontat': of thE. ::illth L.lr :'o1'c(1 in 3Jrltu1u. II 

147. IbVL. 

1~9 • IQa. 

-~ 

...'.)_-.'-1-•._.J.-...-.~ ........ 'i;et ..... .J"..>'!lLi
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r;:hc r,ources for ~tua.ic::: of tho l~inth ldr :'~orce e:r.ht in [:E:ner-

OUE nu::lbe1':;. tr..:.:.n!:z to the o7.ccllent i~o1'!:: of Lt. Col. n. Z. Gcoru'J 

~'.n'1Uu.c. ch£:.rtc. f>.Ii.d o:oc1'c.tion~l sur.r.a.ries Dlld for,·a.ra.od the;:t fro::;. 

tho the~ter to t~e li1£toric~l D1V1Eio~. AO/~S, Intelli~~nco. Oertain 

co:Vlox ~~OCO~ur0 or to c~l Gttention to tho UOre ~i&nific~nt 

0;: trJ.~ 'lI'i tel"'. 

Ul0 bent ldr.toricf :"01'0 u:::,;zul;.- on tho co;r.cm<l le.,.el. thor,e 

o:r tho IX :2;o~bcr Co~r.'...na boin::; E:a··'Qci~~l~.r uec£u.l J ns the;' ~ '1:1'0 iTell 

uri tten ~:n<'i. ricil in docu:;:;cnt~tion. en tl:e louor leV'cl!l1 t~e his­

torierc or the 3E·1th r.i.[,ilte1' G-:rot.'ro o.nd the 356t~ riZhtC':r Snuuiron T.;ore 

out ~ tendinG. 

Ir.i')ortnnt dOCu::J.cntz :ror thi3 ctu~· uere else found in tho A.t.;. 

G-r;:::'.t ';.ritdn , ~unidc.• rnd l-orth :.Ii'ricl'. in Cffico 2'or.-icos Llvldon, 

l:.Oj~\S. ~l:ms. In c.dcli tion to theoa Elources, c:.toleE'. c.nd v::.~rious 

o?Jer~tioIlD.l sW:1:.~,riet 1lCro con~ultc~. Unless ryeclfico.ll;:r nob~d, 

doc'l".Zll.C'nt!:' cited iIill -':'0 found in the- l.:rchivee of the ~ storical 

\Livition. 

197 .. ,- .~ _.. ~;!rlDti'! Ii," t' 
(.,._._.~,_" $,,_"~1III"''''''1Il. :. 
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I :'-~; .{ 

APCf'Ltii7. 1 - Ori-"l..'liration :mtl Ellilc-up of the :anth 1-..ir Force in 
:£::;;0 to 9 June lS44.­

:Zhe -c.:J.ild.-U"O of' t1J3 :antb. i~ir 70rce in :8rit!'liJ1 "bP[-'3Jl 16 Oct 4;] 
r'hen !'aj. GEn. nnreton [',::;sut:ed. cO~<t!1.d in tG.i~ :l.'h.t:. tcr. 'j;h.e dey 
'bei'or(, Lt. G-en. :::81:E:r h.8.0. t9keu cot::..i:anci. of' the Un.itEd. Stf.l.tea Army 
Air 7'01'0(0£1 in the United. Einf.:;Q.o:.1 r.nd et".tkblir.hed :all., USW"llK. On 
tLr~t ~ay, lb Oct 43, he iZEucd tbe first of c ~erie~ of L~tter 

Qraar~t flle 320.2, trf~r,f~rr1n~ UILits fro~ the ~i{j1th to the 
~,1ntb .Air !:orce t fut1:.orhini} tl:..a fi.ctlvf-'tion 0:£ ne:, unik £'roti, 
caroal !-,oolt in the tceater, ~..n.o f'~dgn.inf.; urJ,k u,,:,on tbe:Lr .f1rr!V".....1. 
£,..00. the Unite:l Stut€'J end other theatErr. 2be :proced.ure ha~ 'oec:l 
for ~ll unitp to b~ sEnt to U~A;JlT£ (or it~ ~uccer,sor U6S~~) for 
P~10Cftion \,'1 thin ths- tl:('I:'t€:r a~ bt tWEen tt.o :-::i~l:tb. "Uld :anth :..lr 
~.;>rce{'. On1~{'~ iumrlful of unit::; r.£ve COT:~ €'i:. mt'r)l;:e>d. for the ninth 
Lir Forcp. 14 General, the Br.~&lcy flnn ~3 oodi£ie~ by tbe recoo­
nl5nd£.tions o:t Col• .Bg~·lor hg£ ':1~t the !lattarn for the LinthJ s 
r,trueturE:l. :£lla.t structure hfl.~ been filled. in b!r~ the bss1gnment 
from US1J.SU1:. or USS~Al'. of units ~Ihich ~erf' cEJlled for b~r the 
:Brc.dley :elan ('no. If,tor ~odification1'i of it a;,lti:oriz~i 'b~' \.e.sh1ngton. 

J:hc cow:;,o.n.,l of flll cle:r.erJ.ts of the VIII ldr Sl1'Y)'Cort Command ana. 
of the VIII J:f.;1cticw. Air Service ;"rea Co1'.3lUano jolCS aSS1lt1ed bZ· the 
CO~L~ain0 ~~ner;\L. liinth Air Force by Section It G. O. l~. 101, 
lS Oct 4~. ~he activation of H~. onn H~. S~., IX ~roop Carri~r 
Cot:r:end, i'Uf\ d.irected b~? Section II of the s~e orCtcr. 'fhis 
!!.ctiv~tion V'L$ Mcozr."t:Jlir.hed c~, C*.O. 1,0 .. 3, n: Iroop Of'~rrier Co:w.and. 
Since tl.e J:lCl.s., I:': :E'it,:hter COl':ll:aIlc'i t IX :5o);:oe1" COm::lWlQ. and IX Air 
Service CO:JU,;;cD,'l lmd. e.rdved or were. shortly a:\"rivinr; from the ~addJ.e 

Ea.~,t, the key l:ec...lauo.rters for tl:e tremenUOU3 E:~ftr..don to "o~e 

\>,e1'C tl:cn in bein.;<;. Section III of C,.O. 101 ennotl.nced. amon£; otherg. 
:Brif";'. Gen. Victor R. Str8:m ~!' Cllef of Staff. :~l'\j. Gen. HenrY' J.F• 
•:iller E"-S Com.:n'3.!ldi1:g GenertJ. t IX .~,.ir :Force Service C~:l!1end, BriE. 
GeL. ~l"lood a. ';;;''"!.tec:~;dH r:s CiC·., Ii~ ='i~t~r OO::l..>t.-cnd, 3rig. Gen. 
]~nj~mln f. Gile$ as a.c., IX Troop Cnrrier Cc~and, end Col. S~el 

~. Ander50n n.~ O. (J.., l~intb, lknbar COll'.r.~\n1. 

By G.O .. No. 102, ~l~o 16 Oct 43t the units ttnt had beeu 
trf'nsf'errd. fro.!!: the ~igb.tb Air Force 'V.ere y:scelled. ou.t to the 
four Co~ant~.:;t ',d.th the exception of a t'e\; thf.t \vel's. a.sd~ed. to 
the 1 inth .Air Force. In this cGce. as in sll (;u'b~eo.uent oner.. only 
the f.<s!<'i£1lfllent of ll'rt-cr CIT l:ey unit~ will bf' di~cUSF'cd. :By this 
ordEr 1:.': 'Bon"ber CO'lli"e.r:.d W[~S flssiDled thE" Ho. r..no.. Ha. So., 3rd. 
:Bor:itro-dl':1e11.t 'iin:,: F41d the Z22nd, 3Z3rcl. Ga6th and. 387th :Bombardm9:r.t 

II:	 :xce~t froT:': ~~e=ornndum :9re!ic.red 21 June 1944 'b~. lIaj. P-obert O. 
Angell, liirtoricel Sf'ct1cu. :rinth Air Force. 

(ar'! . ! 

-. ~__~,_~........:.~'" ... >-~ "_ '"c_~ ~ _ .....__..:&&. ~"" ..... --=_-.__~
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tfrou:ps (l~) each with 4 ccua::lronr:. ~'here h..'1.d. formerly been the 
rrm.insta;: of t1:.e VIII Mr Su'O}:ort CCIllnand. ~l::e IX :n~hter Coo...:and. 
received the I!fi. :.md :I1<t. fq•• 44.th Jhr.lbard:H'nt ·,.inb (L) and the 67th 
Reconna:1zncnce G-roup ",itb 5 squad.ron~. The l::q. 01' the 44th :Bom'bard.­
I::.en4.i r,inB Wi1.Z t:J.~o :J.CSigl.f;d to the.t Ooront.nd. To the IX Troop C2.1"rier 
ConmP..l1tl. YiP-G c,f,fit::ned by the F,illlle ortier, in ndJ.ition to its Eq. and. 
£~. eo., tle Eo., 3lbth ~roop Cl~r1er ~rou~ \dth Z souadrone. To 
the IX ~;'ir Service Comt>.nQ. ~';!'.~ :'s!'\1("D.cd, rollOnt; many unitl'l of' lo",'er 
eohelons, the He. end R~. S~., VIII ~~etical Air Service Area 
CO::lLlOI:.d and. 6 ~;j,r :Cepot (froupf!. :to HCl., ninth Air :Force, w:;,s 
asz1ened thn H('I. p..nd Hq. Sq., VIII Air Sunr-ort Cotu::ltmd and the 
iIm:ortE:Ilt 21st 'i'l'cz:thrr Souadron and 40th ~!obllc Oon...wunications 
Squadron. 

2he ~rooy C2~ri~r Co~~d receivea additione1 un1t~ by G.O. 
l~o. 105, HQ•• lanth Air 1'01'0£, 22 Cct 43 - the }:;(o. rr.r.d 1:!o_. SCI., 
50th !i:roo::r;. Cro-riQr ~iini-" Er...i thf' Hll., 4::-4th :i:roop Carrier Group with 
-1 c't\Ul.drons. :':hc~e n.ssigtl:r.~nt£: wert; effective 18 Oct 42. The 434th 
~TOO~ Carrier Gro~~ ~d th~ 215th ~roop C~rrip.r ~ro~p bad already 
been ~~dgne:d. to the 50th ilroop Carrier ~ang by IX '1'1'00'0 O~r1er 

Comn~~d G. O. ITo. 3, 16 Oot 43. 

~:ith G.O. :;0. 109, Ret•• Hinth Air Foree, 20 Oct 43, be,:,aL. the 
procer,~, destined to continue for ~CV€rE~ manthE, of activ~tion of 
Air Service CO:::JJ'1C.Dd Wlits, tl:e per:::onnel of \7M.ch ,hf.d, for the most 
part, CC::1C OVer~e(\5 aD Ca.-;:~qlE. By this order alOllf 37 such units 
were wtivBtEd. One of the::l waf the 3lf1t ~ri.'..nsport G-roup. 

On 2J Oct 43 wan ~rovidonaJ.l~".. activated Eo. Dlld Bo. So.•• IX 
Air Service Con:w,L.& Bf'.<"e ~\ir TIer-at krea. '2hic \'la~ Lcco!:<plished by 
Service Co:::rLnd G.O. ro. 19, 29 Oct 4.3, o;:l,red upon authority 
cont~ined in L~tt~r Orderro, tinth Air ~orce of 24 Oct 43. 

ihe 17inth .Air 1orco ~'N: ~,till smell a.t the en41 of October. ~he 

SOU StrenGth :tieport on th€' 31st of the mon.th sbowed only 32,4,75 
otfic~rs eL& nen ag~i5ne& and ~ttached. 

:ilffcctive 2 ~;ov 43 the 4Z5th !i?:roo:p Carrier Grou'P wros nssigneo. 
to thE 'hoop O:">l"rier COt::1£.lla. b:,- G.O. 1:0. 119, H(~. liinth Air Force, 
S l:ov ~3. Sffeetiv€ 4. ~:ov 43, tbic Group "'T." p.~::::lfl1ea. b~' G.O. 1\0. 
10, liv., IX ~roo~ C?.rrier Comn:.tmd, 4: l'ov 4::;, to the SOth ~roop 

Oarri€r ~;inu;. :i:ids brought the totb.1 of' G<rou'Ps lts"igned to that 
Cocand. and th.o..t ~fing to 3. 

Anot~er GrouJ) was £:'ssigncd b:,.? G.O. :;0. 119, Ho. J lanth Air 
Force, 8 ~7ov 43. Thin wc,,:: tl:(' 354th. :Fighter Grou'O, de;:tinp,a to 
beco;:),(' the f,o-ct:J.1ed Fioneer 1,:ufit;:=,J1.g Group. It \-';).g 8.~f!ienLCi. to the 
1:-:: ~ir-hter CO::r:innd, d'fccti'V'c :3 J:;ov 4.3, r-.nd If_ter it wan flzsigned 
by t~_t Corra.r.r.d to the lOath Fighter ~dnG' (G.e. :fo. 20, Ho., IX 
:t'iChter Oo;:.t1n.:3" 27 l;ov 4Z). 

• 
-
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;Ht th~ 'tecinning of the de"'E:lo:.oment 0:£ the l.inth Air Jtorce in 
:Britdn the units of Service J:CG];.s assoclattQ. with ~act1c!<l Groups 
l::.3.d ceen J),n':i{;nGd to t.i:e :rl.;htE'l", :·cm"jjer or i2roop Carrier COIll!llru:lcls. 
G.O. 1:0. 117. 4 :;ov 43, reflectf1 u.. ehpn$€" iXi, uolic?" since it 
relieves ~~ch units of their a~~l~ent to 1octic~ CQr~auQs and 
i:tsril!nz tI£:l to thE' :c.,- Air Service Comrr.sz;.d. :i:hiz hns remain{;d the 
pr~ctice ~ince tr~ct ~~e_ 

2he E~. ~~d Ho. Eo •• Klnth ~~r Force Bare Air re~ot Area ~~s 

E.ctlvc...ted b:r :[inth Air Force G.(l. 1,0. lZ5, 1:8 :,ov ~3, roHl ilros1bIJ,ed 
to Ii': Air Service Co::a:r.n.n.d. 1'he 13th Renle-cement Control De-rot ",ns 
c.sd~:nca.. ci"f'C'cti.C' £) l=ov 42, to the Ii.. Air Sorvic€' COm:;lani by G.O. 
170. 130. 21 !~oV' 43. 

~he i'lrr-t inclusive dOCwr;~Ilt concern:i.n~ the ~rooT' :Bads of the 
Air ?orce~ in tLe 21'0 since thE' e:'ltl_blishtlEut of the l~i:nth Air Force 
i~ Britain i~ tt'-l ',:or D€~t. :"roop E~-H"iz of 8 l~o'\o' 43 (Inclosure ~2). 
~hE' ur-efulnes;,> of tnir docu:nE'nt for tl:.€- i~istor~, of the ..,inth Air 
Force i~ lesfc:c.ed b~' t1:.e feet ttr.t no sP;J2'.1'r.tion i~ tlf.OE' bE:t~;e£n 

unite to 1;'3 I !JFortioned. to the ::if;t.tl. and to ,the :;intL. All' Yorces. 
l;,owevc-r, it is thn authority £or t1.e <-,sdbl'..ment of units to the 
~.ir..th Air :Sorce b~' U$At;::'ull: (U~S~A..'::I). 

t. mor:t 1ny.ort:mt G.O. in the puna-un 'Oroces~ "'M 110. 123, 
Hq•• rinth Air :orce. 12 ~ov 43. It redesi~~ted the tv.. and EQ. 
Sq. t 3rd BOr!:.'tarili:!ent l;inr; anti the I1q. ana. );(0. Set_. 44th llonba.rc1mentl 
~:ins l-.ft the Eq. o.r.{i 11(1. SCI. t 98th end 99th Combet .:jo~'bs.rdnent ",{ing 
(M) r{'~~ecti\~cly. (A.t G<.bou.t thIs tir::e t1::.e l~~t k1~~TJed. unit \~'ag 
transferre:d fran the V: ?igh't€r C~::1::lf..nd to tte IX :Somber Comoand 
b:.... tf'letY!Je OTtJer. lh1~ tr"tnrfer Hr~s neVfr :!JUbli£bed. in p lr1nth 
Air ?orce a~. ~.O.). ~~c s~~e ~.O. directE~ tte rede~ignRtion of 
tee E~. r~d go. s~., ¥II! lactic?l Air SE~v1ce Area Comman& as 
l!et. t'..!.Q )!I"l. Sq_, l'tinth Air Foree :--5vaneed. :Cerot Area Command. This 
Hl.:;: £:ffecte:~ b:.- Air ~;orce Sel"\i'icc C:)mn~ci G.O. l~o. 32, 11 l\ov. 43. 
:Eeforc: this too;:: place the unit W~:; l't'lil?vei of zssifUl1l-ent from the 
IX Air Service Co:unm:::.(~ e.nd fi.:::'Sicuta to ti;.e A6.vAncod 11.11' lkcot Ar~~ 
bv Air Se-rviee Coct"1::.ncl a..O. rOe 23, 11 ~:ov -i3, effective 12 1;ov 43. 
(1J::e Advro:c!?~1. lJ.r De:cot ;J'e:£.~. of .:hic:h t~er(> ~·;erE l:-:;.ter two, were 
Qesitne~ each to exercl~f ~~ervision an~ control ov~r 0 ~~~tic&l 

Air Berots.) 

:'wo h:oort&:lt 'Unit~ \~€r: !::t·~thr~t€d b~~ G.D. 125. lin •• :,inth 
..;'ir :Torce. 12 "~OT ";':3. ..jlese fl1"e the 97th CO!::."(I"'.t BOJ:bt.rd.."llent 1l1ne (I,:),. 
",:hich wrp. p.n;l{~E"fl to IX 2o:r.c~r Co:;t;ul.ri1, LnJ Up 40. n:r..U 1.0. Set. t 

... l!ltl'l .\ir ;'lorce :t;·ase IIc'-,ot ..1"rt'c. ",.'!lien ~,r !'.::-. igoed to the IX }.1r 
Service C~r''!",~~r..u.. )3::" :>.ir Service CO:::1:1~'-4i (,.0. 1,0. 3:J 1I 28 .l.IOV 43, 
I.t... Air Service CO;'lmt:ntl :a~,~f' I.ir I:e!lJt k!'Pf". i-;::-.£ di~b.c:u:d€d fono. the 
:rH.>r!;olll:E:l fl.r:"",i,:;ned to tc.~ 1 inth n.ir Terce h~~e Ail" Depot f.ref... 
'.21..t: Br:.~e Ail' D=Dot at 3::'VE.TstoCt( \":l,S set up 'b~' IA ~Ur Service 
OC,ti!11f-J1d Q.O. ~iO. 37 t 2 Dec 4'1<. 

--,,_.~ -_.~--~-~---
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:.B~' C.D. 110. 127. lio.• , .;inth ':dr :?orco, 16 ~,ov 4:3, :ar1i;. Gen. 
D~'~e 'D. l::inrlr Jl ;~~LG lmIlounce::1 [s Connv.n.dinr; GCI1'i r, :..1., IX M.r Defense 
Oo::t::clX.u.. 3~p G. O. 13l. li"_. ~,inth ':l.ir :?orce, 24 l;oV' 43. the lOOth 
:FichtEr Wing '.r...fl nctivated.. BZ.~ another :.inth Air :Coree G.O. - 1,0. 
133, 27 :7ov 43 - thiz ;;i»0 ...:;'"_~ t'£'dgned to the r:-: Fighter COlWe.nd• 
.A:o.oth<:r :F'1/.:ht,-:r ~Iinc - the 70th - to&ether ",'ith the 357tll and. 36i3!la. 
Fiehtl.:.r Oro;lps - ;ri~ ~;-::;1.':"'1l::'J.. effective 7 Dec ,ao3, to the I:-: Pif:hter 
COm:lrtn:l. b;t G.O. ~~o. 146, Ro•• lantlt Air ?orce. 16 Dec 43. !ella 254th 
G:roup "rlY~ relieved £1'0'1 Mdonent to th~ lOath Fii:hte.r ~;i:a{~ and 
:tssiCned t.:> tile 'lOth Fl:ht~r i:ine 5 dAyS ertrlier. ":' 3"i{~ht~r CO~"lni 

G.O. :'0. 1::1, :3 .cee 43. :By tee Sa::lG orJer t1l9 Zo1th and. 36:3r..~ Grou.ps 
i'lerO :;..sd':';J.ed. to the 70th :cil ;hter ;~in~. 

Durin:?; l;o~;e:flwr, tho :\'inth Air Pores hr.d ;;rO~r.l fp.st. 337 30 :;ov 
~3 tl:.e ..."c ~.Hri3 46. 853 officer~ cthd nen in the :C~il:,~ Stren6th R€.port. 

J.n i:;:,por~aJlt Jevclol,icent \'::.E' thi: ~ctiv:;.t1on b;- liintA Air :Porce 
0.0. ~:Ct. 133, ·1 :Cec 43 of tee 11'1. [Ld H,,_ So •• n: f.ir ':;u:!\port CO~'\D.d. 

It W~$ ~~~i~nea to th~ IX Ei~~tcr Oo~~~nl. Col. 01arer.:e~. C~arine 

r?:?;S'xr:lei co~-::txnd. b~r G.O. ;~o. 1. IX :.11' SU!ll:ort ColltMt!l1, 4 Dec 43. 

~he i'o·..u- o:.:l.L~in:u 30n1::er GrOeJ,}V:; ...ere as'Oi~:"lled to ',iinh"S 'by 
J3omb~r CC.=..;Jaa.d. G.O. :"0. 67, G Dec £3. ~he 323rd p.nd 387th ....·ent to 
the 98th Co;:'lm.t :Bo;,:(",J,lrilln(';Q.t :;ir:.:; (1:) and tL.-? 3:il,sc.l ~~d. ZS6th to 
the 99tJj, ao:::'b:~.t 30nD:~:i'1e~t ::ini; (~:). 

A ~tud2- m:~e as of 8 Dec ~3 b7 Llntorietil Section, ~1nth Air 
7/jrce. rcve....J.Ctl tAf't r.t th"..t tine there ~':ere 409 :;,ctiv?tei units (not 
f~1 of the:1 Ol";~.:;U).i7ed) in tl:c l;tnth ~\ir 3'orcc. Of theSi). 10 bd 
CO~:1t3 ·,dt.h the :/inth fr'Fl the ~:idd1o :iJast. 225 had. be.:-)) tran~ferre:l 

f1'O:"l tl:c :Sir'htJ Air Torca. 55 b:~c1 CO::le us units frorc. the l;nit£d 
Stak;: c.:ni he.d been DsdC,ned to th(;' ~anth b;,r Us..;..;:;;J.i:, a.n:l 119 lw.d 
bo~n ~etivatcl fr~~ ea~u~u y,cr~o~n~l in tLi~ ~hcatcr, (See C~rt, 
!nclo~ure ?Z). Tile ch~.'t).. i; be.:..:rz oat ',,-iJ:lt it ::n:l'wn to be th-? fact 
that t:lct1cm ort:nni:'l:..tions ·UTi~eu. in tI-lf' tJ::.et~tcr 2S cO::lylete units. 
\,;herci"-s scrvica ort:;:,..niz~:;tiont;1 CC-"!?9 in lureE' r:r€'-;sure a~ cusuuls. 

i'he l"inth .i-..ir ]'or09 o1'f;cnizatlon o.s of 3 reo 4Z it; shO'tm. in 
nttacl..ed C]-;..'U't 1. lee .~-rO'l.t"Pf) under IX Air Service Cou,-;,nnJ. ere not 
~ivan since ths: p 'Jere soon tl:';?redtiZr rel2.tecl to 'l'act1cal Air Delloti>. 
It 1c ~!'!l~xcnt iro;;! this chu't th.::.t t3Ctically the l:inth Air j;'orce
''':''::1 c.:o:proz~tel:r one-fourth cOll:1plet e st tihis tL.,.e, 11 of the 45 
ult1Pf.te T~cticgl f.:r.,'.lp~ bein3 pI".::s,3nt. 

~he 466th C! IT'u.cl: Re::1r.:.cnt ...n~~ n.~r,1l::;nel to IX Jj,l' SeI"7iee 
COn:lcnd. 'by ~:inth :.ir Force (f.O. 1.0. 146, 16 Dec 4Z. effective 10 Dec 43. 

'1he lOOth n,jhter ',~ing \t~S &3d[;11ed to the IX Ail" Sup;')ort 
COm::lf'..nd by Fi",:utsr On:anan.-i G.O. 1:0. 23. 12 Dec 43. .no., 67th 

... /e_,,",,......-------IIIII... ............~..
,.,..,_.¥ ,~'I._I!I1,~",~ 
c 

E££lZF ~ 
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The only oti::.er Com.:n!.'..!l.:l. to cu.n.:o tluring t!:e rer.winder of Decenbel' 
~...ns the Air Service Conmmld. 13y its G.O. :-0. ~O, 6 Dec 43, tl:..f;' 1st 
14vr.!lced .AiX' :Ce~ot Arc;'t HP eot&:.'blist.ed. at nus€'l~r 00urt illlr.l the Zud 
Advncced J11r L~~ot Are~ ~t ;~bor~icld, effective 15 Dec 43. ~y G.O. 43 
of th8 Sfl'1e Co:c.""ltmd, 14 Dec 43, tl::.e 30. lUld. Ho. So., 2nd Ad.vr>.nce5. Air 
re;t:nt Arc::, I:: Air S£rvice CO"'l':1[lud (Frov) ~[~S redesir-n:ltetl ["S !I\:l. and. 
Ho. So,., 1ft A.i',.",..nced A.ir Lf!Jot krefJ., IX Ail" Service COlDJlll;tll.i (:frov) 
t:..."l.d c.:Oi"'i{;ued. to thoe 1st :-:.uy,,;nced 1.11' repo'!; Arer.... JJ'J' the same order 
liv. Uld I:i.{'I. £'1., 171nth Air :Sorce l..iv;"JJ:loed Dc";');)t .;rea COll1I:1and \\'&3 

:\sd~:nei to 2nl J..6.var.ced. ;.11' De1jot ~·~rec. A larr;€! lr..1.l:ib\:1' of otr~r 

units tl€I'e ~J.so e~rirned to ~n.ch J..AJ.Ul.e :B~' orJ.~r:; (n'JJnber "U.fu:D.O'h12l) 

of tl:e lEt F.rJ. 3.uJ. A.':..DAJ s on 16 Dec 43 the six l'c~cticbl llr De~ts 
werc officially set un, three to each .VG:". :;J1:e :::;et-u~ at tb.a.t time 
~!o.!" indicated b;r IX _~d1' Service Co::l:'tJ.and C·.O. l~o. 2, 4 Jr:.n M, az 
follotnn 

1st [AD - rorth il1.tham 
2nd 1AD - Stcn~tca 

3rd. I.:oD - Grove 
tth :i:AD - Chrtr.::ly Down 
5th ~ ... Zoals 
6th. ~liD - !~em'b".lrY 

~1:e t1rqt three ~:ere und.er lr,t .~~AJ1A. the second. three under 2!:.d ;..i\.D.i.. 
L.::.ter 1¥/). -1 "r's moved to Z1nston-!lo,::::ouize r.nd :'<0. 5 to Ohilbo1ton_ 

:Sri"'e Gen. E:1:n.'l1P..;n ',i?~"" rolicvei :fro':.:l at r-i,:JUlent to IX. ..i.ir :Cefen:o:e 
Co~~d f.nd n~ti,{',,"nei to 2nd ~n2'r.c.l Bospitl'.l by -:inth Air Force 
S~E'clal C'rder ~;iJ. 343, 14 Dec 43. 

~he Ro.._ und. Eo. Bt:.ttery, 5.9r.d .\l1A Bri.:;n1c \'illS assigned. to 1 inth 
Air Force by LettEr Order, ua~~. 17 Dec 43• 

.l.l.:.e developnent of the IX Engineer Conmand !Jr", S foreslu.do,,~ed. "c;r 
the ac,si,c;n:::.ent of t1:.e Hoc., 925th a.nd 926th ~nF:ineer Re{,;1::nents (;.vn) 
to the rinth Air Porce b~ G.O. ~o. 148, 21 Dec 43. PO emended by G.O. 
~o. 110) 28 ~~r 44. By thic ~Jn~ent the effective date of assign­
ment to the Air Force t.;a.s 26 ~~ov 43, tho"J.i:h tbl" unit;;; did not arr1ve 
in th.is theater until tJ:.(' qirinc of 1944. 

G~s in personn£l durin~ Dec~~bcr brousht t~~ ~ir Force total 
to 69,194 by thf; end of ti:€ month. 
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In ~ddition to t~ose alrep~r centioned, 1mToort~~t chanr.es were 
::'lade by G.O.. to .. 2, lIo., 17inth Air :Force. 4- Jan 44. Ihe Hq, and. 
Hq. S'l.., :\IX Air Su.:p~<)ort CC/!llll1p.nd, \C,.s aot1votei. c.s was the Irq. and. 
E.q. Sq. t I:~ Air ~oroe AdvWl,o&d Depot Aren OQt:lt1~d. (""'2). This latter 
unit \'2.S e'1s1;med to 1st AJJJ;. 'b~r Ail' ServicLl Cownnd G.O. lfo. D, 
8 Jan M. r-..nd uy t!~e s;;.;ne order HC\,. ~.nd Eo. $0,., 1st A.\!ll\, IX A.ir 
Ser\"ice OC'~cmtl (:fro'V'), 'H;'1S aisbanded. 

On th9 s::""1e d:o:,:r - 4 Jan 4.4 - the lOOth :?1::::hter iiine ViaS 
re1l6ved f'ron r..:;sign.vlE:nt to tl.e Ii: .ar Su-:>Tort COi:ll':.laud a.:nd ""sdencd. 
to the IX ~i;;hter Oomlnar.d. b~ :,intll ;.ir Force a..O. 1:0. 2, 4 Js:r.. 44. 

Ey G.O. 1,0. 10, E.o., ::inth ,,·.ir Force. 11 Jtn ~t the :Eighth 
Air :Eorce I.a.trr.L,s1t Depot Grou}j w:1.S a5~i<?led to 1:';' Mr Service 
COtllclaJ:d. It WD.Z tls1;i~ed to IX Air 1or~e :B~,ce Air De:not ~~ea bY' 
Air Ser,dce OOmJll:md G.O. L~o. 7. 13 Jan 44. crfectivo 2 Jf.n 44• 

...ile perioJ. fror.1 27 Jc;.;n to 1 ?eb 4-~ 'r'r.S r... :nost imnortC'.i.llt one in 
the dcvelO'l')llt..nt of th~ t,:o .Air SIl?'P-Jrt (l~ter 2netical Air CO::-D1cnds). 
'f,,'o nE'1'/ :::i~;h.tPr Grol.n~. the 3E6th- ~..nfi 368th (SEn. were a~sif:,"Iled to 
IZ Fii.:'hter CO;':'''1anu b;J' G.O. 1'0. 22, 27 Ja.n. ~~. ~h.e~~ ~erf' furtl:er 
~sdr:ned b;r ?i, 'hiwr C()~end G. O. :~o. 5, 22 Jan ~-4, to IX Air 
S'.l!l'Port CO~r:!l.i, I':ffeetive 1 :Feb ..14-. 

On 3l Jr~). ~A, :adt;. Gen. :'::h:ood R. tt.U~Hj[.d.a. Wi).:> relieved as 
C:ltlIC:::..ndin;,::" Geuer'J.l, I:-: ~i{;hter CO~rol.6.t ti'..!ld romounCo:ld. as C. G., 
IX _\ir C'lllQort CorJl1a.n6., b:¥ C,.O. 1[0. 23, Ea,., :;1nth Air Force. (He 
llcr,uoea. cor-:,t'ni b~l Go.O. Uo. 2, IX ~;'ir Su~port Com.:u::md, 17 li'eb 44). 
i:hilJ t.ction uo.de it D.YFe~r tlu,t thG IX ~ir,"::htcr OOnt":l."l!ld. WM: .soint) 
out of existence H<;; I:-.n oIlert-tin?: unit. Other units beside thar;e 
olreo.ll.v nent10ned assi.::;ned to IX Air SUTInort C:mlln::md, effective 
1 Feb 4L, by :::~it;hter CO::n::l:md. 0..0. rOe 0t 22 Jan 4"., were Hq. (.nd 
J:1tl. 13... t '7l£t Yi{;:hter liinC. -:lith the 366th Ii'.nd 368th Fighter Groups; 
Ea. r.nd. Eo. Sa., lOOth rir~b.tcr ~:ins; 70th :r1~hter ·wiuG ,dth the 
354th, Z5?th, 362nd., 363rd ~Jl6. 363th Fibhter Grou::Ps, together "'ith 
thp. 67th Iacticvl P.cconnaiss~ce Gr~up. A tr~e of Groupo with 
the rli,c::i1th J~i:t" ?orce took plr.ce ... effective 1 ~;eD 44 ... the 357th 
Fir,htl;;l: Gro'ap 'b.;?int; reliev~a. of Ussi':';Ul1ent to the L"': A~r S-apDort 
C:o:cmc.nl v.r.:l the Z59th beinr C: o::Jit;;n.ad. to that Co;.mand b:r lanth Air 
£orce G.O. 1:0. 3), 9 :"'ob 4.4. ~:hi.-.:: reJlla.ceod a 1·~1.19tr..nG eroup by a 
~1:un":er"oolt reroll:? .a.h.e shirt ,,~.s l;1,..o.e '\\1.thin the "'/Oth. ~,int~, t1c 
ZS'i'th bein,: r~lieved frvi't that ilinc; ·Py IX .Idr Surrr"or"!i CommUld. 
Q..O. 1;0. 9, 15 ~e1J 1.4 ana th2 2~8th "heir!,::, hsfitped. to th.~t ~';lng 

b~r G.O. '1;0. 5, 10 J!-eb J'".;. ~ilif: cction ev1dIJntly relievel the 363rd 
lUld 355th Gro:.l:Os f'ro:n the 71 r.t ~;in, ~ ~d a:; r.iblled. the 366th Elnd. 3aSth 
Gro"':!,~i thereto. 

~ce sct-u~ of the tw~ ~ir Su~ort Co~and6 ~~s ~arther complicated 
by 'W~'1,t mou.ntei to ~ exchrm..-;o of' na;nes on J. }'e"o 44. ~he IX Air 

; £ 1 L J!;@f if1!JLr} f l ~I~ 
kilL

"... " _~' ,-,~L_2 ( " 
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P"l~ hi h .,. t ~'d $ [1 ~ !~ \ '1- / d,>'. 'f1._, dSupT-ort Co::.rno.no., t·, c L..C.;;J. I.>e~n. n .1"..... er:m~S~I).u UOU.l."\I-was '[Orans erre , 
less nersonnel mli equipment, to :~1ildle ~·;aJ.lo:p, while the AI-X A1r 
Suuport Co.rJtland, which had. bee::!. at Lio.<'le ·,JaJ.lop, t'IU.~ tr?...n~1erred 

lcQ3 rersonnc1 end c~uipment to Aldero3.ston (Fighter CommNld G.O. 
:::0. 6 - 23 Je.ll 4.....-, effective 1 :?eb 44).. :a~1' G.O. 1.0. 1, X:c..;: Air 
5u~~ort Conmcud, 001. Clarence Z. Crumrine ~s~~ed Co~~and of XLX 
f11r SUPYiort Oo:zu.m.d. He ,:0:.::; relieved three cie=!5 loter by :Srig. 
Gen. O. P. ;;cy1and. who :;l.'3£'U!:lza. coxand by C. O. ro. 2, XIX,Air 
Sup~ort Co~n~Ld, 4 Feb ~. 

The 84th Fichter 1.'ing w£.s c.sdar;ned to IX _;.ir Sll:pyort CO:nI:l.S.nd J 

ei"fective 4; :Fr:b 44, by !:inth Air Force. G.O. 170. SO, 9 }'eb 44. 

~he ncme of tl:.e }.ir Service Oommend. "\'11.\S chaut;d to IX Air 
roree Service Cor.n=CJld b:r f..n 'WUl."c:u:1berei of'::lornn1:uJ!I, H(1., ::in.th Air 
Poree. 23 Jon ~4. T~e En. ~d Ro. S~., 20th R~n1ace~~nt Control 
n~ot V:D..Z neti,,;. ted. b~l ):~inth Air Fo:rce 0..0. 170. 24, 31. Jan ~, and 
\-'as Cl.l",sifIled. to the IX 1'.11' :Porce Service Coc::.rmo b~' G. O. :,0. 23, 
4 :reb 44, offective 31 J~rJ. .g. 

A It..r;;e lI..crca~? in. tiz~ of the Air Force "es recQrded in 
Jr-.nu.,:u-Y' - ::l.o:t"o then ~OtOOO officerr: tmd men. :l:he totfJ. at the end. 
of tee nonth. \;f'.S 99. 224. 

2here no,rf' s€vcr~J. ne,,; units c.:::<'i:;ned. to IX :Bomber Command 
early in ~'(rur".l'..r::... ":he S'Jl~t Eomb~6.c:ellt Grou~ wali' assit:nea. to the 
Com.and ef'fectivB 3 Feb 4.4, by ~.iuth Air Force G.O. :;0. ZO, 9 Feb 44. 
:ii.ffectiYe the ::;~e dt·¥ it was r..f;siCUed to the 98th CO:lbat Bomoc.rd.­
me!lt Kin?:" b:, Bo:::bcr C~)Illr:irnd C. O. 1;0. 4.1, 8 ~:c.r 44. Z:i"£ective 
4 Peb ~:', the (-15th :Bomb~.rd--ncnt Grou}') wn<; aS5icned to the Bonber 
COmtl?Jld. b;:r :anth Air Force G. O. ro. 30, 9 :i3'eb 44. :i:1ffect1v6 the 
~~J:e iJ.r:.;y it M~tfl as~ibIl.ed to the 97th Combat B014bsrd:nent ',Jing b~ 

llo:nber Comrmd Go. O. ::0. 38, 1 l:~ ~·4. The Z4?th Bombarc.!nent Group 
w;:;.~ ::...::-signed to t.l:..c l1cmcer CC~Ad, effeetivp l~ Ff'b 44, b:Y" l~inth 

Air Force G. O. 1[0. 30. 22 3'eb 44. nnd was :further essitncd to the 
99th Combr}; Bo::for.ro.o.cnt i;in::;, ell'!O effective 14 :E'eb 44, by 30:1oer 
Co~ci G. o. r~o. 38, 1 Nar 4.4. 

IX. Troop Ca:rrie~r COLX:le.L(L ['''.r::o eX;::;~d.€d du.rin~ :E'ebr-.lnry. xhe 
436th ~roop C~rlor Group ~~s ussicnPd to itt effective 4 Feb ~4, 

by I.iuth Air ?oree G. O. ~:o. 30, 9 ::teb 44. ~hi.s Group had been 
as£1en,E'd 'by ~roo!J C.~r:r1cr Cctll:~.ni ;;;J.most r.. I:onth beforE'l to the 50th 
~roop O~srier j;1n.:: b:r th..""tt Collt'::and l <; G. O. 170. 2, 10 Jrm. <.4:t 
t.':f'£ecti7c 14 :5'f''b 44-. 'lIho Ea. t'r.d Irq. Ger•• , 5~rd TroorJ C~rrler WinG 
and the -!'.:::;'7th !2roop Or..rrie:r Oroup ~IerE' a:dcnpd. to the ~roop Carrier 
CO~':.";.Ld "b~' nnth Air Force O. O. ~To. 38, 22 :Feb 44. JiAe 437th 
G-rouy> \;r.;' Evid.entl~· asdr;nec. to the 50th ~::Lnb' thou;;n. there is 
no [roop C~ripr Co~p~~ G.O. on th~ subj€ct. A rcassi~~ent of 
Cro'U.p:;; too;: :olf'cf' £ff{'ctive 18 7cb 44 b~r 'Iroo!l Cr.:rrier a..C. ::0. '7, 

-
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17 reb~. :&:he 316tl< Ilrou-o .qDf~ rel1eveil. fro!:i:: tho 50th )lir.g and 
er~~i':nci to the 5Znrl.. (ulUo·.1~:b that ~;iI:.[: \'o,r not s.ss1~ed to !i:T~oD 
C~.r-der Corm:::;r.nd until a ::r.r 44), ;rrdle tl.e 4£:5tb. f.!2Q. 437th \-:ere 
r~liEv(6 iron tLe bOth ~d p~£i~ed to tte 53rd ~inb. 

:':hc Ep.. <,nd RCl. :2a.tter:'9. 51 ~t )_r..A. Brit:e.dc wa~ atte.cned to 
~ar;tG. ,Air Force for ad:nir.ictr,'tion p..nd. opf'r~,tion by letter Orders, 
US$TAY. 1":: ?eb 44.• 

l'te ;;nCth ?ichtcr (trOUT) (::i:E.) ~'I'J~ asdcneCi to IX .\.i1' Surrljort 
Cm::r.tlr.13" d'i'('cti'V'c lL; Fob .(.<1, b;." 0..0. ::0. ZS, Eo., ::inth Air :Force 
22 Peb -1.4, :.mrl \liRS further assi:-u'o to t1:.e ?1rt Fi:hter HinG by IX 
Air CilJ': ort CC:JI,r.nd G.O. rOe 9, 15 reb 4-'. eff£"cti"\€' 13 E'eb 44. 
~::! 1 iIith Air Force G.O. 1'0. 37, 01 Feb ~t. tlre I:... :E'it.:,hter Oot'JllauLi 
ct.,"'e back into the :d.ct-v.r€' with tl:e announce::rcnt of Brie. ~l:<. 

';"ul:lcn.5.r. ~,r, OO~8X.I.&.in~ G-~llcr:'(l., :u ::'iFhter Co~wa., in t"iidition to 
ottAr [lutiEro. 

I:ffcctive 24 reb 4·". the lOth I'hoto G-rouJ"! (:9.econr:oif:sance) we.s 
rcdc:n.ed to ::1:nth. Air l!'oro~ Eo,. cmd attached to IX Air SU'Pport 
Co:t::::tu::.cl for trdnine (G.O. ~·o. 4-2, Ha. l:inth Idr :5'orce. 1 Mar 44). 

:d}" :~in;jh Air Force 1.0. ~10. 40, :25 ?eb 4?, Bri,:'. Gell. J:'rul 
L. }:ill 1e1..1:: H:-~ r.rmouncei ! '3 Oo:::rcJlliinc G-cnert;J., IX Troop Carrier 
CC!:,."J(".no.. vice Bri~. Gen. l'onjG:lin 1'. GU0f". rdieved. 

/<:n €X!JPLi'iOli of SCl:C 18,000 oi'ficfrl5 :.nO. neo. 6.u.rir:g :t ebrwry 
brou~ht tie Air Force tott~ to 117.976 by tle end of that ~onth. 

:Jha f truct'\ll'li' of tb.£I :a.t<th Air :Force. ~o £'L.r s.s :.oriz:.a1pa1. unit s 
f".rc ccmccl'Ile:l. &t the End. of 3'cbrllQ 1"!.! i~ ShOl·j!i in Cht.rt II, f,tttached. 
I'hi!:) cb.r.rt rcveolr, th~·t the l~1n.th Air "'orcc \/::-.S then E:bout h..-uf 
cOJ:.i,rlctr 'te.ctlcr.lly. tt:oueh it \it.f:, np·rin,: co:c::r'letion in ser;ice 
unite. 

B~· 1:-: £~..ir Su.T>;"ort COr.'.::r~d 0..0. :·0. 13. 8 l~f'r 44. ti.e Z65th :c'lf..h.ter 
c-roul) \,,: ..n relieved. fro!:' C'cdgrl!Jent to the 70th ll'ightf-r ::ioJ t.nd 
c:!d.:::ned. to the 84th ::'ir:h.t~ r ~;in7. pffect i ....e 6 1't-!" 4!-~ clzo, 2 
f''ludl.ron"' 01.' tb:: 67th TN~tieal R(.c!)n,nai!- z:..nce GroUT), the 12th and 
IGth, Werfj :;:::_&e [sr..llt.b1e to tho XIX Air Su:m;ort C01'Jl'lwn6 for o:perEJticns. 
thou':h ren..inin!" uno.er thoir Group £01' £:.d.1:lini~tr~tlQn. 

• Go. O. 170. 52. E:Q., l~ir.th _\ir Force, 12 K::r 44, ::::a.de se.veral. 
impor~r'nt aG"itn1enk. 'rho 409th :&omoardnen.t Grcu?, (L) WCt£ r.szir;ned. 
to the llonb€r OO::.-lcno. ef'fective 7 ;~ar 44. (It ,\,"t" 6 further asdcned. 
to the 97th Caocc.t :Eombe.rcl.::lent ~liXlC b;r Eotlter Cor:lr::umdl ~ G.O. 1;0. 49, 
24 Ecl' ~-4. ei'f£cti"tC ? tIra' 44). J3j¥ thE: r,s:ce :;inth A.ir Foree G.O. 
tAo 405th ::.!ld 371 st Fi£:hter-IioLoc:t" Groi..lps wer.- a~;>;itned to the IX 
Air EU:f1!.'Ol"t Comorr..d. (ihl1 for:::er ;<1 c :::~r.i:::;nl'd to the 84th Fii;hter 

2 

; , ;r ;.; 7= 
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1t'CJ" .1.. "t·llo., i!i<"'l.l..... 
• /d . I' 'f ' f n, ff';.....f, 

,,~ 'ep'-\{U{\L
/...11 I""~' lilli

ii1n;:;, c,n(l. the 1t.ttsr to tbe lOOth :s'iE;hter ~11nG, e:f.';f'{ct lve If. l~nr 44. 
b~~ IZ Air EU'lJ!'ort COm;:'",--md G.0. l~o. 1~. 18 !:ar 44). J.J. zo 'by lTinth 
Air ~orce G.O. rOe 52~ the 303rd ~lEhter ~;1nG was ~ssi,~ea to the 
XIX Air SUPI=·ort COmJ:lc.;!1'l, dfective S' !~nr 4~1:. :B:r llo::a'ber COmr:le,n(j G.O. 
:'~o. 4..1, 14 !':"'.l' ~i' t tl::..e 3S1 (:,t crrou:y tiEl::; reliev~d. of e.ss1gmnent to 
tho 28th ianf:; Nl.U assiguci. to the 99th \,10£. 

'~h(>rc n:'re ~. ad.ditions to, <mo. retl.zdf!l.l1entz within the IX 
Trooy (krr1er Cottnfmd in 1:nrch. One ~;ing and. nine Groups were 
c,zr.ie;nf'6. to thr,t OOm!:lsnd. - the 4~8th vnd 4Z9th ~rOUpZt by l/1nth 
.Ur ?oree 0-.0. ::0. 63, 18 I~ar 4-~, effeotive 11 l1ar 44; the 440th 
Grou:9 b:- ::'-inth Air Forae (i..0. ::0. 82, 29 !'!:u" 41, effective 25 l~ar 44; 
the 52nd. '~roo:p Cf'.rr:Ler :nr..r; r,nrl tho 61~t, 3l:?th, 314tb and. 21Sth 
Grou:ps b:r 1"inth PJ.r Force Go.D. ~;o. 82, ;ag !br 44., effective 21 !~.r '{4; 
f'n~l tJ:e 441:::t and 442!:.d. Grou!,t"l by ::inth Air Foree G.O. !So. 90, 5 Apr 44, 
effective 31 !.!C'.1' 44. :-:ce four e;rcup~ th;;:.t C!':',lne \-:itt. the 52nd ~ling 

re:iail1f'D. aOf'1f.~nf'tl to tbtt :;ing. :i:he 4:38tb SLd 4;39til GrouJ!~ \orere 
ar.ri611ed to the 50th l:inf; by 5::roo:p C(?J;'rier COllZlan.d. G.O. ~ro. 9, 
Z5 :Feb 44; the MOth and. ~-lst Gro-J.Jjs, to 50th ',\'inl; by ;croop Can-1er 
Co=r'Jld G.O. 1:0. 1';, Zl l·!ar ,(4. effective Zl 1:& 44; an:! the 442nd. 
G!"oup to til(! (:[I.U:;€ ~i1ng by T!"oop On.rrier Oomrcand. (t.0. lro. 1'7, 00 t!cr 44. 
G-rouys :f'omer1y c,ssi€}lect to the 50th ~an£ \<;ere relie"t~d 0:£ that 
b.c~i[XlJleIi.t ~d El~d{-llea to 5Zrd jall~ as follows: 434th and 436th 
Grou::9~ by ;TOOP Cf<.XriE'r COIll."!lr..ud. G.O. 1,0. 10. 1 I~or 44. effeotive 
3 ge.r 44, ll.I.Q. the 4S8tb. Grouy by lJ:roo,9 C~ier Comt:iand G.c.. 1:0. 17, 
30 lrar 44.. 

:anth Air :Foree G.O. :~o. 52. 12 )r~!.1' 44 ct"~nf;ed tl1fJ statut of 
the lZth r.nd 20th P.ep1"lceme::lt Control DeJ:ots froD Msif.IWlent to 
IX .Air Yorce St'rvice 001:1::18.1:';' to ntte.chment therC'to, effective 2 ~:&r M:. 

ltinth Air :Force G.O. :~o. 63, 18 ltar ¥. nSl::'il.:;ned. two new Groups, 
etfectiye 11 }:I2.r 44 .. the S94th :Eom"b~dn:ent GrouI) to the :Bomber 
Oom:e-nd c.nd. tl:e 474th Fif.;ht~r Group (~":E) to the IX Air EU2ii:Ort Command.. 
:i:'he fOrI:l('r WtC i'urthar (~Esigned to the 98th Oono&t EOLlbarroneIlt 'l'iinb, 
effective 7 !~rr 44, b;; :Joncer CO::lJ:l.t,nd G-.O. 110. 49, 24 Har 44. ~he 
1ntter w;'.~ r.sd~ed to the leOth :Fi~htcr ,{lin,a: by Ii: Air Support 
OO~E'.nd 0.0. rOe 14, 18 !!n.r 44, effective 17 1:01' 44. 

~he ~r1neer and Air Defrnse Co~an~s ~hich nw.d been contere~l~ted 

for a lOll{; t iJ:;c, G.n,(J which exi£tccl a~ R<'fs. onlV untll za :1ar 44; 
\orara on that dt.y cptabli!1hed b;: tLE' a.ctivation of ~heir I!o. and Ea. 
S:I~. b~~ :;inth .Air Porce Q.D. ~:o. 83, 30 IIRr 4.~. 0..0. 1:0. 84, ~ame 

M;;;? I:'JIDounced. :Brb;. Gen. 'Ji1113,1r1 L. Rich~dson 8S Conmand.ing General. 
IX ldr Defenne CO!i"JIlnId t rmd J3rig. Cen. Jr,Zcs 3. ::.re\l,~lm :\$ CO:lI!laIldinr; 
Ger.erE'l IX. Zn,"'inl"'er COl:[+I~.ntl. .enEl Ret. ~d El'l. J3cttEries. 51~t and 62z:d 
llAA Brig8..d£s ~:ere relie"IE3. of l'.ttr,chr.:f'ut to rlnth Air :;:"orce HQ.t p.nd 
attr:.ah.ect to IX J..il' :Cefense Co~'U:i b~r ~71nth J"ir ;:'orce Q.. O. l~o. 8'1 t 

;: Anril 4.4, effective ~O ~{,O\r fzd 27 ~!r...r 44 re~ectivel~.,. 3:r the same 

• ., '1/,I I 

- I~ /Ir; 

'II 
" - ! 
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;"ith the lcrt:ets dOl-Ie month' f\ grol\'th 11"1 i'tr, history - almoct 
~3,OOO - the total r.er£onne1 of the ilinth Air iorce reached 150,741 
by the enci of :~areh 1944. 

A nu:iber of new F1~.hter GrouYf: here btUded. to tl:e t'f:O Air 
EUJ)Jtort Coc:nclldr. El.oout this timE'. J::f'i'ective 31 tBr 44, tk.e 46th 
l'iLhter Crou'!"J ,,~.s ~f)si{J%led. to IX Air SU!'Tort Oomc:x.r..<l b;.v- lrinth 
}.ir Forco 0.0. 1;0. 90, 0 ;~pr 4(". :Effective 4 Anr 4.A , the ~6th 

and. 373rd. Fighter GrouJjf'l (S) and the 406th F1ght~r-::aomber Group 
l'ere r.:..::;sibllCd to the XIX Air du:pport Oommrold by lauth Air Force G.O. 
1:0. 93, 7 ..\-pr 44. (Thel'1e threo 'tiErE' further assi£;ned to the Z03rd. 
];lishter t:ing by XIX ~actica1 Air Comm::md. G.O. Ho. 3, 7 H8Y otM, 
effective 4 1-.pr 44). Aleo by ~anth .Ul" :Poree G.O. Lo. 93, t1:.e 
50th p,nd 367th Figb.tvr Grouus (S::) cmd. the 404th :E"if')lter :Bomber 
vroU!J werE ~n:igned. to IX .'1.ir SUY':cort CO::ll:iie.nd, effectiv£; 4 Apr 41. 
:l:ht. 50th w:..i -t04tl.. G-rou:rs ~lere Gl:"zi~,ned. to tho 84th Fighter \king 
by IX Air SW:y.,or't OOJ:L'tand Q..O. 1.0. 17, 13 Apr 44., efff'ctive 7 A'!}r 44. 
:87 IX Air EU~Fort Cor..m::.nd G.O. ITo. 17, 13 Apr 44, the 48th. 367th, 
371st and. 474tl:i. Grouys l\el"p reJ.1evec1 from tb~ lOOth Fig;hter iling 
PJl1. !'.ss1gned to tbe 70th :?ishttr ~;ing effEctive 16 ,/,'.'91' 44. Uhere 
is no record of the 46th ana 367th Grounr ever h~vin~ boen cscigne~ 

to the lC')th :E'i[~tEr ".and. }:;:l ~~inth Mol' Force G.O. ~~o. '71, 
23 r~r 4<1, t1.e lC'Jth HChtcr ·,:inC 1/;U:: relieved. of 2"~s1~:m::t'nt to 
IX, !i'i£htcr Co~~cJ £.r.o. A.cr.ir.ned. to XlA Air Sup'r.ort OOm7iJJ\Jlo.. 

An ir.l!'orte.nt c~ansc of nt.=.e occl;l.rrea. 18 I~Ctr 44. jvhen the two 
A.ir SU'o)'t:ort COn:J:o:i~ ,,/€re reded;:nt ted the IX ax.tt XI.... J:lr,cticu Air 
Oooo::.n<i.;, (1l:inth Air Force 13".0. 1.0. 103, 18 Apr ~). By l,inth 
f.:!.r Force G.O. 1,0. 116. :aes Apr 4.!l, the 367tb ;:'lJlc. 370th ~·ight€.r 

Groups (s:;) \,;cre reded{.,;:nn.te:d. as (:1:£). 

IX i10nber Ccmrr.rmd ch'1n[:er: d.urin~ A:,nrU w~re few. Ey IX Bomber 
OOJ:ll:.aILd G.O. :;';0. 54, t.. !~y;r 41', ti.e 97th Oorr.bnt :Bom'b;,.rdment iling (~!) 
,...as redeslgnE,t€Q. as the 97th Cor.l~r~t BOMoardtccnt j:ing (L). ~he 
la.ct two Groupr:, the 397th rnd 41Cth, were E,~zl,g:ned to the Command 
by liinth ;dr ~'oree Go.O. 1'0. 93, 7 A'!)r L,;;, effective 4: Apr 44. 
'~he Z9?th ",rnr- r~fl~igned to tl:e 98th Alng and. the 410th to the 97th 
b~J' :Bcll:;(oer COI:.!':1e..nc1 G.v. 1.0. 62, 21 Aur ..l·t, effective 4 A:pr 44. 

iiie Service Co~6. nlso ch~{;ed little durinf~ ~1:pri1 so far 
3C or Jor unitr; is concerned. ))7 1:~inth Ji.ir Foree G.O. :Jo. 104, 
18 .\pr 44. the 13th 02.nQ 20th E.e]Jlf,CB::ll2"nt COL.tro1 Depots were 
relieved of uttachment to Ii: Air :2orce ~ervice Oommand ana. ""ere 
ascibned thereto effective lZ ~~r 44. ~y finth Air Force G.O• 

.. 
, ".-

-
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1:0. 111. 22 ;'pr 44. the 466th '.";l iru.ck :.1e["iment U:\S redesi[;nG.ted as 
the 15B5th Cj:I ~c:C P..egiment (}.vn) Sp. 

A:9ril 'l.':".E ::.nother Month of tremendou.s tZro,,--th for the 17inth Air 
Porce. ~ot~1 r-ersonnel assigned ~d attnehed 30 A~r 44 ~~s 175,725. 

By l~inth All' Force G.O. 170. 125, 6 ~.:ay 44, :BrL.:;. Gen. =;yron 
11. Wood. "'as cnnounced as Oot:WLmding G-eneroJ., IX ldr rorce Service 
COIllro..-md., vice traj. Gen. Henry J. r. Ui11e1.·, relieved. :By USS~AF 
Letter Order~, 15 !.:ay M:, D: Air Force :a~lse Air :Depot Area tolas 

relieved of ass:Lgnnent to the l;inth Jur :;;'orce, but by Air Force 
Service COl:lIiland. G.O. 1'0. 72, l'i' l:a.y 44, llq. und UCl. So. t IX Air 
Force Base oi'~ir Derot l'.rea uas e.ttu.chcd to IX .Air Force Service 
OO':''1:l3l\.d for rl::~tions end qu('~ters only. Advance EC1., IX llr Force 
Service Cor:t.":1and tolas established by that COmr:lt:J.nd's G.O. 1.:0. 73. 
19 l:ay 44. 

A dou.ble-reverGcJ. "lith rei2:ard. to :C.;: Engineer c~d. IX Air 
Defense Commands was involved in lanth Air Force G.O.I s Hos. 129 
n:o.d 145. 10 ond 22 }1s.y 44. ~he former activated HCI., :;ngineer 
Co~d. (Prav) t?.nd lIo.• and lift_ So.. IX .Air DefenGe Oomnand (PrOT) 
an of 30 1·!t'1.1' 44 and. rescino.ed l:inth J..ir :J:i'orce G.O. 170. 83 of that 
date; the lntter disbanded. the t,·'O jJrovisionnl units ::-.nd ests.'blished 
the t.o KenfiQUR~ters on a rOG~(~ oasis. 

~b.e 48th, 357th, 371st ::md 474th Groups 'Jere relieved from 
the 70th. Tif;hter t:ine o.r.d. assigneo. to H~., r:{ ~acticaJ. Air OOll1:l1and 
b~ that Command's G.o. to. 7, 25 ;~ 44, effective 14 Iray 44. 

The 17inth Air Yoree growth slO\'1ed down during lIay, dnce the 
structure ""a.s pretty well co:nplete. Under current plans, only 
the IX Air Defen.se Commend wo~d [;rOW :weh thenceforth. as new 
unit~ becomo attached to it on the far shore. ~he total of ~ersonnel 

Rss1&;neti ~(l. e.tto.ehed 3l ~:~r 44, \-:us 184,702. 

17inth aUr Force G.O. ::0. 157, 6 June 44, redesignated 11(1 •• 
lanth ';'1r 1i'orce L'.f" no., l:1.nth Air :?orce (Rertr) , and Advanced. II\!. , 
:anth Air :Force, t~s Eo., l"inth Air 1"orce. 

(Signed)	 ROBER'2 O. Al:G:sLL 
lk.jor. AC. 
Historical Section. 

e 
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Ec, J}r.I.lJU"t at's 
111nth ..·.il' 3'orCQ 

!~O 6S5, 24 :Dec 43. 

':;;'.b.e ;;.bt[;'.ched to-ole I:'ih~w;;: ell 'mit., of tr.o ~aX\+'h Air Force 
f r, of 8 D~c -?:3 aeoo1":1io_; to ti:.C"ir ("curCiJ. 24( bede ds.ta were 
obtninf'd fro":': letter o1'd,81'£" U~~.JlT.:; fro:'!' G~",,?rp..1 Orcl.t::rSl, 17inth 
i..1:i' ?orcq L~1. :L!'Ow 1:',.21. rq:ort:. :i:i;,( t:':'Jlc: i£ ~u'bd.1.vided b:.... t~es 

of Illlit [I ~JLd ::;'J,C-totlJ.C at g:Lven. ~ai;:; t~~olc r:;;:.~ 1:e of si-:.;nii'ic..m.ce 
in :"ho-,,'in,j: (1) trrdnd. 'IJJlitc:, e.,::.:., th~l~~' fro:c ~7orth ,il.:f'r1cF t.nd. 
U,Of\U fr;:r the 'lIII Air :'01'0-0; (2) Uni.t~ rcou1ri:o-; t:rdninl~ in l.TO, 
c.~., tLo~e t~rivinr fro~ t~~ UnitJ1 St~tSt; rnd (3) unit~ r~~ui1"~1~ 
or.;anizrtion v.r.d tr:drJ.nL', t.~·.t til!l::;~ act1'VLted 'br the ~~1nt.b. .:..ir 
~or·::e i:o. :::'£0. * 

(£1, ,n::d.)	 RCa..!''':': C. :~;';:t'LI; 

l:~Jor, AC 
E1~toric~ Sectio~ 

* :i:b1r r;:;c;:lor=..nd.'..o ;.iXl.d. ;'1Cc~;:Inn~,;1D.~ k~ole ~'cre f'.uT.ipls::4ented. "oy the 
chart BP"'"c2;.:.r!n[; !ollo\vint:: 7J. ZS in ti:;.e text. 
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No. 32, 1!1!l!h !!!. ~ .!J1 ~ E!Q., M October 1943 
12. 16 AI!ril 1944 

•·• 

·•··•·•	 

··· 
···· 
·•· • 

·· ·
 
• 

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958 



••

This Page Declassified lAW E012958
 

..
•···
.. ..
..

•··•··•
•

· 
~OJU.NDm.r FOR ~D XlWA,-rnT~ (}E!~t A,R.v,t" AIR ]'011085: (Attention 

A••ietsnt Chief or Air staff, latell16ence, P~ltorle8l DiYi.ion) 

....·•·· 
SUbject: Cr1tlque of ~ Air loreee D1~torlca1 Stnd1••: 

&
 ~ !! .the ~. 12. October 1.943Wo. 32, ~
.12.12 A,""\1"1l .l2.ti~ 
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