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FORIZWORD

This nzrretive has been prepared by the Historicel Divislon,
40/48, Intellipence ss o contribution to the kistory of the Army
Air Forces in the current wor. She gtudy hos been drawm lorgely
from mcterisls forwerded by the Historiesl Section, Linth Alr

Porce. DLike other studies in the series, it is subject to revision
g z@ditional informetion becones avnilable,
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Ckapter 1

TEE GEIESIS OF AU AMERICLY WACTICAL AIR FORGE
I THE UnlTED KIDGLO

The establishment of the Ninth Alr Force as the tactical air arm
of the United States Army Air Forces in the United Eingdom (USAAFTL)
is a gtory vhose peginninge go bacl: to the ezriiest use of tactical
alreraft,. 3y a tacilicel alr force is meant an orgapization ecomposed
of medinm ond 1ight Dbombers and fighters vhich acts in & close and
equal partnership tith the ground forces engnpged in combat. ther
by direet participation in the bottle, or by attermbing to isolate
the combat area from enemy reinforcements, it has become an Indls-
nensacle nartner of the ground forces in modern warfare,

FL100-20 Coprand and. Zmplovment of Alr Power gives a clear
statement of the purposes of such a force:l

The migsion of the factical sair foree consiste of three phases

of operations in the folloving order of priority:

(1) FEirst priorifiy--To gain the necessary degreo of alr
superiority., This will be accoemplished by atbtacks agalust alr-
craft in the alr and on the ground, and ageinst those enemy in-
stallations which he requiveg for the appliczition of air vpower.
{2) Second priority--To prevent the movement of hostile troons
and sugplles into the theater of ovsrations or within the theater.
(3) Ihizrd ariority--To participate in a combined effort of the
alr and ground forees, in the baiile area, to gain objectives on
the imnmedinte front of the grouwnd farces.

In some regpecis, thls type of air force represents a return %o
sone of tha thoorlzy of Vorld Var I since in that conflict both American

and British aviotion were rigidly under the conbrol of the ground forces,

I}
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and acted in closest concert vith them. In the Spanish Civil ar of
1836-39, FTraneo had used plones in direct suwrort of hisg ground
forces during the march wp the Tagus Valley, and the German Alr Force
had been so emmlored in Poland and France, In all three essesz, alr
powar had besn cormpletely dominated by the 1deas, concepts, and
commonds of the ground force commander,

It remained for the British to develop the idea of equal coopers-
tion between alr and ground during the latter nonthe of the African
eampaigng, In 1939, Genseral Uavell remarked in the course of a lecturs
at Ozxford thot “the cormander with imaginstion . . . mugt be able to
handle air forces with the same Enovledse as forces on land. . . .

It i1g the combination of the twe, never the sction of one zlone, that
will bring suecess for a fubure war. n?

Zhese precepts were carrled oub with great still by the British
during the tragic retreaids of 1942 vhen Rommel seemed about to end
the war in Africa, Under the pressure of impending defeat, the alr
and ground forces achioved a degres of mobllity, effectiveness, and
above 2ll, of cooperation hitherto urkmovn in modern war, The ailr
operations staff nov worlzed beside the arny operations siaff, and
the alr plan for cooperation with the ground troons was worlzed out
by both staffs in daily meetings. The jolnt air-ground hesdgusriers
was divided into forward and rear echelons. Fhe resr echelon main-
talned contoet with command hesdquarters in Calro, ond seted as a
connecting lin: between Cairo and the forvard echelon which controlled

the fighter and bomber gromwms. To acsure for such groups a maxizum
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mobility, their opecrationg wero controlled from three vehieles which
could lteep ur with the most rapidly shifting front.3 The unit which
coordinated alr actions uith ground forces was a jolab Army-DAF
agceney Imown as the Alr Suppord Control. 1t recelved informotion
from hoth alr and ground souvces, acted as a clearing house on re-
quests for alr asslstance, znd issued the necessary orders tn the
alr grouns. Alreraft used in zetion with ground troops ineluded
fighters, fighter-hombers, medium end 1ight 'bombars.é

During the critlenl fighting between 23 June and 22 July 1942,
FAT mediun and light bombardment dropped 2,800,000 pounds of bombs in
86Y sortles agrinst motor transport, sirdromes, ports, and shipning,
Sortles flown by nedium oni light bombers in cogperation with the
Bighth Army were 1,949, and 3,800,000 pounds of bombs were dropped.
Fighter-bonbers carried 1,160,030 pounds of explosives in 1,413
cortiesn, and fighter planes strofed ground installstions, motor btrans-
portsn, tanks, broop concentrations and acted as egecoris fto light and
nediuwa bombers for a total of 6,180 raid.s.s

Thua, out of the German threat to Szypt In 13242, alr-ground
cooperatlon was producing the most mobile and flexible exployment of
cir power ever seen. In the oplnion of Ilnj. Gen. Lewis H, Brerebon,
himsolf an expert in the employment of tactical air forces, this
brilliant use of alreraft saved the Sritish in 4:51:13::-.11129,:6

Mot only wms cormlete air advantage maintalned at all times,

but the determined and suceesaiul attacis carried out con-

tinuously day and night sspinst axls advanelng forces and
ilnes of commmunications permitted the Sritish withdrawal with
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only minor losses. It was the action of the Royal Alr Force
alone that prevented the destruction of the Zighth Ardy.

These developments were wabched with great interest by the U, §.
Army Alr Forces., Offleinlly, the American doctrine thet alr units
abtached Yo troops should be under the ultimate commznd of the ground
force commander still prevailed in the Var Department. The Zmlovment
of Combak Lvlation, an official publlcation used by the Alr Corps
Tactical School at llaxwell Field in 1932, stated that the UAir Force
ig being employed umder the direct control of ths Uommander-in-Ohief
of the Field Forces“;7 end %, , ., our task air force has been directed
to support the ground forces in accordence with the instructions of
the ground force cormnnders. 8

The progress of air power in the Furopean war failed to modify
War Deportment dosctrines. FI lanual 1-75 Corbat Orders, published
16 June 1942, definltely stated that Yair force units asslgned missions
of supporting ground forces include all types . . . and are under the
direct control of the ground force commander to whom assigned. 0 aq
late as 18 January 1943, F! 1-5 Zplovuent of dviatlon of ihe Arny
repeatod without the alteration of a period or comms the statement
concerning the suberdinastion of air units to ground eontrol which had
appeared in the edition of 1940.10

On, the other hend, combabt experience in the IIlddle Bazt indicated
that a different concept of alr and ground operations wes taking
shape. As early as Septomber 1941, tlaj. Gen. George H. Erett had

cabled General Arnold that "operations in Near ZEast different from

"
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any as yet obgerved, and we should be obisining benefit of fthe ex-
perience.? Shortly afterwards he requested that three speelal ob-
gervers be gsent to the 21ddle Zast: ons tc be responsible for opeva-
tional liaison, another for bomber operations, aad & third for fighter
operations, H

Apoproxinotely 1 year later, in a lengthy report to General
Arnold, Genaral Brerebon pald tribute to the air develomments in
thig thezater, znd stated that many of the lessong leanrnsd would apnly
to operntions r;a.11;y1.rhere.12 He stregsed egpecially the suecess of
Tighter-bomberes operating in dlreci coocperation with the groumnd
troops. The reason for this success was due, first, to the high
egzree of mobllity maintcined by all comnmands: and second, to the
maintenance of successful communications. Hext to efficient air-
ground cooperation, zn adequate commmunication systen, he felt, was
the key to success. "13

Vhen the Horth Afriean Theaber was onened by the Amerienn land-
ings in llovember of 1942, ideas of air and ground cooperation passed
from the flold of theoxry to octusl experlment. As was to De exvected,
the earliest efforts to coordinnte the two branches were not especially
succensful, After vatehing gome of our firgt attempis, Brig. Gen.
. !, Robinets wrote to General Marshall;l4

The coordination of tani attacks with infaniry and with air

abtacls hag Deen perfect on the German side. On ouwr own it is

7ot to be achleved. . . . Frou this front line geat it appears

that there will be no coordinntion until zll ground and air

elements bearing on a single commion objective are effechbively

pleced in the hapds of 2 single commander. . . . I an sorny

t0 bother you with shils tale, Dub 1t is the most lrmortant one
econfrontling our land effort. -

==
~ e
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Commenting on this letter, General Arnold wrote: WIhies is something

that I have been pounding on now for over a year——enparently with
1little success, I have emphasized time end tine agaln the urgent
necessity for having nerfect team play between the Alr Support units
and the Ground troops . . . ,"5

In spite of initlal dlfficulties, an imerican tacticzl air
force begon %o takze shawe in North Afries, greatly influenced by
3ritish ploneering in alr-ground cooperation. Alr support commands
were formed end assigued fighier, fighter-bosber 2nd reconnalssancs
units; medium and light bombers were grouped in a tactiecal bomber
force. During the alr war vhase of activities, the bombers operated
dirgetly under control of the Taetieal Alr Commend, but vhen ground
combat developed and the alr activity entered what was ealled the
felogse~-sunport” phase, a portlon of the bomber force was shifted 4o
worik wlth the fighters under the operztionsl control of the air
support commands. Ab all times, cloge and inbtimate cooperation
between 2lr and ground forces was providecl.lﬁ

Faj. Gen. Carl Spastz wos algo greatly impressed with the new
air fjactics growving out of the westeran desert ceammalgns. On 19
Jebruary 1943 he called General Arnold's attention %0 a pazmhlet
nrepared by Gen, Sir Bernard Montgomery and distributed ot & recent

asgenbly of high-ran’:sing coumsnd and staff officers.“ According to

General llontgomery the greantest asset of zir pover was ite flexdhility.

This meant that the whole weight of the avail:zble air power can be

—— —t f
g
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used in melected areas in turn; this concentrated use of the air

striking force is a battle-wluning factor of the first importance. 'S

It would te disastrous, he foli, to permii the gir arm to disgsipate
its strength in "small nackets placed tunder the comnmand of army
fornation commenders, vith each pocizet worklng on i%s own plan., The
soldier must not expect, or wish to exercise direct command over air
strilring forces. “19 Fron this it followed that an army ecommander
mact have an air headguarters with him vhich would exereciso direct
control over squalrous allotted for opsrailons in sunport of his army.
Thus throush cooperatlon with the air headguarters, the aruy commander
ecould obtain the swnort of the whole alr striking forece at the regquired
place. "A1l thot is required,® concluded Generzl Hoatsomery, Mis
that the two staffs, army and ailr, should worlt together at the same
H.Q.in complede harmony, and with complete mubnel understanding and
confidence. 10

The follo:lng month General Spaatz reinforced this impressive
tridute to the advantages of alr-ground eooperztlon by pointing ouk
to hisg chief that the conditions prevailing in the Forth Afrlesn
Theater were not special or unusual, bubt tended to approxlmate the
conditions Y“under which owr land forces will be confronted at least
during the European phases of the var. 42l T i opinion, our
previous concents of air-ground coomeration were comlebtely in-

alequate, 22

“hat was needed was more adequabe protection for ground
treoops ageinst dive bombing, better recomnsissance and photographie

worlz, and inereased use of the fighter-bomber and medium bomber

COPNBEr
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ageinst targets in the battle arsa., M"All these Torces, as enumeraited
above, rmust be avallable for swport of the ground battle. They
really become a tactical alr force.®

Thus Gensaral Arnold's ideas were confiimed by high-ranizings
Eritish and fnericar officers. Cu 15 April he cabled liaj., Gen. Georpe
5. Biratemeyer zs follows: "Very irmortant that you get full informa-
tion concerning air-ground technique--procedure and priaeciples of
erploynent from Coningham, Speatz, llonbtromery snd other commanders
who have had experiences. Send informution and data back by plane. 24
In his reply o this cable, General Stratemeyer reported an interest-

ing eonversation he had had vith Gen., Sir Horold A.lexan&er:25

Yesterday st lunch Alexander told me that he 4id not consider
the Alx FPorces as long range ardillery. Ee sald that the
Grouwnd Gowmnander who considers the Alr Forces as such does not
lenow how Yo use his Alr Forces. Vhern a proolem comes up vhich
affects the Groumnd Forces, General Alexander calls Condnghem
in and Conlnsham tells hinm what the a2ir czn dov. Coninghan is
then told by Alexnnder what he wants done within the capanility
a8 announced by Coningham. %o my mind, this is correct and our
conmanders con well follow this example.

ihen General Arnold recelved this letter, he sent 1t to Brig. Gen,
Lourence Kuter with the remari that he wanted Yto be sure thet every-
thing posclible 1s being done to secure a definlie mollcy on this
mptter issued from the Var Ieportment in sccordsnce vith the technique
employed in Torfh Afriea, "<0

Shortly after this, the Var Depoartment accepbed the new concept
of alr-grourd coordination ese & vart of ity offlcial air doctrine.
Uriting to General Spactz later in the month, General Arnold gave hin

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EQ12953

SR

g

Vith particul: » respect to the Tactieal Air Foree, the ldeac
you hove worked up und forworded to me are belng irplemented
oy ¥uter snd hapren at precent to be going full ball throughout
the iir Foreces and the Var Depcritment, The Var Iepartment has
offlielzlly set forth the dcctrine that rir Forces and Ground

. Forces will work fcgether coequally and coordinztely, nelther
subordinated to the other, The Tactical Alr Porce as the Alxr
Force to woric on a coequal bagls with the Ground TForeces in the
battle arez, has been zccepted by the Var Depsrbment and is
now belng prepered in Field Service Eegulation form.

4s finally stated in ¥ 100-20 Comumd and Hwloyment of alr Pover,
21 July 1243, the revised doctrine embodied everything thzas the Army
Air Jorces had been advocabing. It was definltely stated that "land
power ond air power are co-cqual and interdenendent forces: neiiher
ig an auxiliary of the other." The immortance of tactlenl air power
vas recognlized by the statenent that Mwhere ground forces are
operating, normally there vill be a tzetical oir foreo, ! 4ir and
ground cooperatisn was insured by the injunction that "tactical Ar
force overotions ond ground force operations . . . will be coordlrated
by mezms of timely vlawuning confercnces of pertlnent commznders steffs
and throvgh the exchonge of linison offi.cers."28
Thus the lessgons of the alr wor in Torth Africe were finally
accepted. llodificatlion of droditional Yar Derpartnent ideas of tac-
tical alr operations with pround forces now left the way open for
the formation of new taetieal orgenizations, and as o matbter of fnot,
the Combined Bomber Offensive Flen, vhich had been formulated some
. nonths previously, confcined a reference to the establishment of an

Arerlcan tachblesl zilr force in Britain,
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The (ombined Bomber O0ffemsive Plan was an oubgrowth of the
direetive of the Casnblanca Conferenmce to Feonduct a jolnt United
Stotes-Britieh olr offensive to accompligh the prosressive destruc-
tion and dislocation of the German military and industrial and
ccononlc systen, snd the undermlning of the morsle of the Germesn
reople to o point where thelr copreltsy for armed recistonce is . . .,
g0 weckened as to permit initiation of final comhined operations on
the continent.“zg To earry outv thig order, a group of indusirial
leaders and other erperis made a thorough survey of the German ine
Gustrizl systen to ascertzin the places there acrial attaclz would be
the moet demaging, The resulits of this swrvey were exbodied in a
docuzent drawn up by Britieh and Amerlcon strabecists and anproved
by Zzler and Portal in April 194«3,30 generally Imoun as the Combined
Scember Offensive Flan., This called for an sttack in gtrict priority
upon 2 limlted number of highly selceted objectives., Atienbion wagm
draam to the fact that there was an alarming increase in the number
of Gernan fighter planes. To counteract this dangerous development,
the heavy-bomber operations were to e supplemented by mediun-homber
attoacks on German-~held alrdromes, and by other actions generally
nrevaratory to the invesion of the Conblnent. To carry this oub, the
Flan called for an increase of the Iighsth Air Force to 2,700 hemvy
boxbers by 1 Anril 1042, ond a force of medium bombers totaling 800
planes, A footnote recommencded the creailon of a factical alr force
of light-bombers, plus, reconnslesance, fighter, and troop-carrier
elements to supplement the strategle alr force in supoort of surface

opere.tions?l
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Heanihile, the Tighth 4iir Force hed been handleapped in ite
strategle operations for several moaths owing to the fact thot it
vas frequently called upon to funcilon as a huge personnel, materiel,
and supply replacement pool for the Twelfth Alr Force, % Eovever,
toward the end of 1942, a poliey of rebuilding the Zighth had been
initiated and a considerable amount of eculpmont was seat over, On
30 Jarpary 1943 the Tar Departrent informed General Spaatz that 1t
was planning to send 1l nmedium-bombardment groups for the Zghth by
the end of the year.ss

It seems probable that the ideas in the Combined Bomber Offensive
Flan, plus the nolicy of increasing the heavy- and medium-bombardnment
unite of the Iichth Alr Forece, ruggested the ides of a reorganization
of that command to meet these new dewmands. it any rate, in late April
of 1943, vhen the bomber offensive plen was being forwarded t¢ the
Combined Chiefs of Btaff in VWashington, !iaj., Gen. Ira O, Zaozer sub-
mitied with it his own Yentative Proposed Troon Zasic for the Eighth
Air Force, This virtually orovided for & tzotical polr foree vithin
the fabrie of the Sighth, for it specified a large air support command
of 9 mcdium-bombardment grouss, 11 light-bombardnent grouvs, 5 dive-
bombardnent groups, and 9 troop-carrier groups.'% Yor reasong that
do not mpvesr, Genersl Arnold was not entirely satisfied with thig
proposcl ond decided to gend ilaj. Gen. Tollett Bradley and a committee
of officera to Ingland to siudy the situcntion =né malke recommendations.ss

The Fradley Commlttee spent most of the month of llay 1943 in the

Tnited Hingdom, and alse mede o gpeelal survey of conditions in Forth

o il Ly ;. - -«{’
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Africa with the intention of using "the lessoms in organization and
operstions in Afrien . ., . 28 action to be token in the proposed or-
ganization of the VIII Air Force, u38 The final result of the comuittee's
study was o highly irporiant docunent knovn as the Bradley Flan. It
called for the creation of a tactlcal alr force to omerate as a »ert
of the Zighth Air Forece., Thila teetieal force, which was t0 be an
expencion of the VIII Adr Supvort Commend, was to operate first from
fized beses in Zngland, and then was to be moved to the Continent for
the final phasge of tha war.°? The Bradley Flan was submitted %o
General Saker on 28 llay 1943 and efter recelving his approvel was
sent next to Lt. Gen. Jacob O. Devers,who anproved,the plan with a

. s 28
faw modifications,

3y 11 July the project had renched Washington,
ond wogs forwvarded on to the lar Lepartment by General arneld with a
request for approval.zg

At this polnt it ls necessery to turn from the Bradley Plzn 1o
trace the threads of another develovment walech was to De of great
lmportance In the history of the factlcel alr force in the Iuropean
Theater, Then the Eradley Plan wag firet oelng eonsidered, a sugges-
tion haé been made by General Zisenhower to General liarshall om 18
July that the adminietreative setupn in the llediterranean theater could
be greatly immroved by the conselidation of the Fintt and Twelfth sir
Eorces.éo This queetlon wos the subjeet of several cables from the
Vor Depzrtment to Generals IDigenhower, Snazbz, andl Drevxeton, the
lasi-named then commandlng the Winth., Since the idea Involved de-

activating the Ifinth, the questlon of a command for gonerel Breroton




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—
i

e ) B T L T 13

cane to the fore. A conference bebtween Zdgenhover, Spaatz and
Brerebon on 22 July settled some of the provlems connected with the
proposed consolidation but s$ill did net make provision for General
Brereton's future activity. On 29 July, Eisenhower sugsested to the
War Lepartment that if General Brereton could not be used in some
cepaeity in the United States, he could be placed as deputy commander
in Air larsbal Coningban's tacticsl air force. Lk

General Arnold had other ideas. On the Zlst he cabled Brereton
that the most effective use of his experience would be "in command of
the Zactlcal Air Force now belng formed as mrt of the dlghth Adr
Forco under command of Generel Talker," He vent on to say that "this
Tactical Alr Force is growving repidly and will ultimately consiet of
ten medium grouwns and fifteen light groups vith ample fighter groups
for protection." As alternetives, he offered the general a ragponsible
command in the United States, or some sort of position in the Cairo
headquerters alfter the merger between the Iinth and Twelfth.'g’g A feu
days later, Gemeral Brereton replied that he accevted the offer to
cormand the tecticol alr force under Zalter “with utmost eagermess. “45
it was eventunlly arrenged, on the basis of an earlier sugsestion
from General Eisenhower‘y‘ that Ninth 2ir Force personnel, both combat
and service, be sent to the Tuelfth, except for certain mmits from
the headquarters of the Linth Air Torce, ond from IX Zomber, Fighber,
end Service Commands which would go with Cenercl 3rereton to Ehgland.45

U to this point, nothing seemed to indicate a separate status

for the tacticel air force; it was generslly assumed thot the origlnsl
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plen of placing it under the Eighth wonld be adhered to, Hovever,
ruch was not to ve the case. Just what caused thia chznge is notd
altogether clesr, It 1s known that the British desired s unified
tacticol air force, composed of both their own, and the Zmericen
forces, and heod suggested that Air llarshal Sir Trafford Leigh-llallory
commend it with Brig, Gen. Haywood S. Hemsell, Jr. as his deputy.4d
Thie suggeste that they favored the separation of the proposed
tectical air force from the Tignth, but whether or not they took
the inltiative in this cammot be ascertained at present. On 6
dugwst, General Eonsell prepared a memo for General srnold on the
treining of a tacticnl alr force, in which he sugrested the training
be carried out in the Thited States: he seemed to imply in this docu-
nent the existencs of a separate ond indevendent tactical organization
not a part of the Eighth.%7

Apparently, these questions were btaken out of the hands of the
alr forces and placed on the agendn of the WUADEART conference, which
met at Cuebec during August 1943, The ' JULDRAGT meeting officially
endorsed an invasion of the continent under the code name of OVIELOED,
to be proceeded by an all-out attaci: on the German Air Force known ag
Operatlon POIITELANE. It approved the idea of a combined Anglo-
American tactlesl alr force oc distinet from the Tighth or Strategic
Alr Foree, cnd seleched Air lzrshal Lelgh-Illory to command the new
conbination, henceforth mown as the Allied Ixnedltionary Air Force

(ABRAF), 3hot these flecisions meant for the alr forces wze set forth
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succinetly la a memorandum vnrewared by .a.G/.E..S, P:I.a*.::ls:48

Specifically, it Decomes mnecescary 0 esfablleh a Strategie Alr

Force vhose prinary function is to conbinue the operatlon

POIVIELAT prior to OVIELOED and a Tactical Air Force which

will be drained and employed nrimarily in close cooperaiion

itk surface forces in the operation OVEELOID. fThe decision

by the Combined Chiefs of Staff to place the Tactlenl Alr

Forees, Doth Eritieh ond American, under s single commander

naltes it necessary to elarify the command relationships of the

various alr commprderg in the theater.
The memo then dravs up a tembdative directive vhich definitely refers
to the Amerlccn tactleal alr foree as the Tinkh, From this 1t seems
apparent thot, shortly after the QUALRALT meeting agreed to umske a
sevarate air force of the tactical 2ir arm in Znglend ané comdlpe 1%
with British forces as the Allied FExpeditionary Alr Force, the American
air anthorities decided to reiain the nare vhiech General Erereton's
elr force had bomms in the l1ddle Znat and to apply it o the tactiesl
organization vhich he was to command in Jnglemd, Thus, by the be-
gloning of Septeuber, the plens for the btactlcal branch of the Iighth
Air Foree had developed into a senpcrate anu indenendent air foree
Znown as the Yinth.

e ereatinn of a second Amerlean alr foree In 3ritaln raised
rnany adninistrative and tactical guestions., ‘oo, for example, was
to coordinmtoc the administration of the neu Iinth Alr Forece uylth the
Sighth, and vheb were to be the roletions of tho tactlczl alr forcse
to operation FPOLITSLAUAY

During August and Septemoer, vien these nnd other issues were

discussed by Arnold ond Portal, soms differences of oninion develoned
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between the two air chiefs, However, they were agrecd that Air Iarshel
Lielgh-lirllory, ths newv Suoreme Tactlcal Commander, should conceran hime
self primnrily vith the broad toetical plan vithout besoming entungled
in sdminigtrative details ;49 they also agreed that the Jinth Air Forece
should paas t2 operatlonal control of AHAT at some date in the near
future, It vas fizally declided thet the administration of Americsn
gir forces 1n the United Fingdon would be centerad in the Zighth Air
Foree, and on 15 Qctober 1948 when the Finth was offieially activated,
there was also esbabliched the Unibed States Army ilr Forces in the

United Xingdon (USAAFUE) under General Za¥er. 50

USAAFUE was to ach
a8 o gort of supercoumand betwesn the two air forceg, and was to be
responsible for stratezic monogement, military organization, and ad-
ministration on the highest echelon level, I%ts general staff wos
ldenticel with the general etaff of the Zighth, and its special staff
largely the same as the speelel staff of the VIIL Air Servies
Comnond, o1 Thug the Elghth's admindstrative control of the Flnth
was assured. Fhis control was naintsined after USAAFUE was renlaced
1 Jamuary 1944 by Unibted States Strategic Alr Forces in Zurope (USSRAR),
including the Zighth and Fifteenth Alr Porces, Since the directive
provided that the coimending general, USSTAY, would conbinuve to be
responaible for gdminigtrative eontrol of air foree mmits, .including
bage services, in the area of hig commnnd, it is eleny that the
extinehion of VUBAAZUL made no real change in the adninistrative re~
lations of the Zighth and kinth,%?

For a time, the Hinth recelved its operational orders throush

the Sighth, out with the aetivation of ATAF on 1 November 1943, it

ey
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czme under the operational control of this body as hed been previously
arranced by the Combined Chiefs of Stai‘f.55 The Ilinth was to plan

for OVI:LOED and to get ready for it as soon as possible, but
operationally it wns first comuitted o the support of the Eighth

Alr Foree in earrying oub POI.'LI‘.If‘.T:FIxB.T\LEZ.5‘§|= The detsila of these oners-
tions con be found inm Chapter V, out before they cen be btraced, it is
necessary o explore sonevhat Turther tﬁe groving organlzation of the

tacticzl air foree,

[T A -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




8662103 MVI palisse|d3ag 39Vd SIHL

]

ORGANIZATION OF U.S. STRATEGIC AIRFORCES IN THE ETO

12 FEB 44

COMMANDING GENERAL

(O

DEPUTY CO
OPFIRATIONS

U.5 STRATFGIC AIR FORCES

CHIEF OF STAFF

ADIUTANT GENERAL

E AR
: INSIPECTOR] |

DFPUTY CG NDAA

SETAEC 5
\ STAT CO

N N TS I

|

st o, TOL O PPhotl O F a0, Oab

[N Ll "
- MINTULLIOLASC CIVIATIONS WE ANTHET

i) ST

MOMNTERANC

TR QT DHIEC L OF DE 2T o7
SUPPLY FERSOMNMNEL. ALK SERvICE

CORGMANDNG CENERAL
Vith vak

BAGKE ANRL e e e e e
DLIT AIREA

l..{{ht.! IPPRT & T LN Y AT

,‘]":d
.

e — — i ATy S ity e A — iy S—— — —  — -'--'—1
¢ mdr st vap e 1
L | i
MAAF OO M ANDINGG (B N RAL COMMANDING GENERAL
NWVOAAR FN AAF
1 ! B evan Brnan B e
N T - ST N o Jaw
I
I
I G e S G —— — A T — ek A MR W AFEM WM PR rewy e el e T e e s mem— e et T e

8662103 MVI pbauisse|oaqg abed siyl




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Chapter II

ISRABTLISHCNT OF PHE UIRTH AIR FORSE LN BRITAIN

The firgt blueprint of the organization of the Ninth Air Force
oppears in the Bradley Plan which was drawn up in llay 1943, It
proposed Lo creais a tacilical slr force within ths fabrie of the
Blghth by & great expansion of ite Air Swpmort fonmend, Uhere
were %o be bomber, troop carrler, smmd service commands, plus fightor
wnits growpod in two air support divielons, and sigmszl, weather,
engineer, and reconnnissance uni‘bs.l Although the orlginz) document
did not contemmlate o $tactiezl air force distinet from the Zighth,
the provisions for the sir support dlvisions closely rescuble the
final orgonization of the Tinth, As !aj. Gen, Heary J. F. Mlller
sald, "the Bradley Plan is the plan uwnder which the Iinth Air Torce
will oporate, and the Bradley Plan has the last word. o®

The recomnendntions for the service command, derived to a creat
extent from the experlences of the African ccapalgne, were especially
important as most of them were talten over comnlately by the new alr
i‘cm::e.3 The Plan proocosed the establishment of an alr servies
strategic control area for heavy-bombardment unitz, and a2 similar
tacticsl control arez for units of the tactieal air fqrce; this

. control ares would become an sir service coumand for the tnctical

air force vhen it was loeated on the Gontinent.é‘ Control of gervice

I

#&M‘
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orgonlzations vas divided between the tactical stabtion commenders
and service command officers. Since the latter were to have juris-
dietion over techniecal natters such as supnly, maintenance, adnini-
stration, employment, snd training of all service mersonnel, this
arrangenent actually enaoled the tactlcal station commander o
Gevobe himaelf almost entirely to operations, and the serviece con-
mander thus scgulred considerable freed.om.s

vherever mossible, the Bradley Flan proposed sepmration of
fanctlons at tactical alr stations: administration, service, and
operations werc to be kept independendt, and, if nosgsidle, co-equal.
1% was deomod especlally immortant to keep the functions of tactical
command from becomlng entongled with proovlems of supvly; to nake sure
thot this seporotior was maintained to the nighest echelon, it vas
suggested that the head of ench comuand should be ascisted by two
deputles: one for operations, and one fox maintenance.s Operations
and control of the tacticol alr force were to be bDased on the system
worized out in Torth Africa, end the total strength of the force was
set at 230,847 men.?

It is interesting to polnt out that thousht in the thenter
closely paralleied the Bradley concept of a taetleal air forece. A
"Proposed USAAF (PAF) Troop Basis," issued by the Dighth Air Torce
headquorters 11 August, provided for three alr supnort commends, a
troon earrier command, and an asir service commaznd. Ieanwhile, Brig.

Gen, Robert C. Candee, cormanding the VIII Lir Support Command, was
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carrying on studies in the organization of a tacticsl air force.

One of his charts dated 1 October 1943 shows a tentative plan which
provides for a bomber command, a fighter command contalning two alr
support divisions, o bactical oir service area command, an air
defense command, and an enginecr commond., This appears tg be the
firet nention of thege last two comnonds., They had not been in-
cluded in General Bradley's report.

After being epwroved by the theater commonder, and then by
Goneral Arnold, the Bradley Flan was sunnmitted to the final judsment
of the Uar Depariment, EKere it ran intn difficuliies. On 13 August,
General llarshall cabled General Devers thxt the plan was being
studied, and it would probably be approved "with modifica.tions."s
After some delay, Devers received another commumicatlon wnich in-
dlcated the principal objections of the Var Departuent. It was felt
thnt the VIII Air Force Service Commomd was ton henvy in headquarters
wnits, and elindaation of the special orgenization of the strategic
control erea was recounended since it was believed that this area
could function under the Headouoriters of the VIII Air Porce Service
Command. Ilimination of the headquarters and headgquarters squadron
of the oose alr depot erea was also advi.se&.g %he final decision on
15 Aupust ineluded all these recommendsiions plus two additional
provisions: (1) only T/0 units were to be shipped, bub bechnlcally

trained fillers vere to be furniched to fill the gop between standard

T/0 units anrd theater requirements; (2) authority to inerease the
0

7/0's was not approved,™
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The declision of the ar Departument to remove these hezdquarters
organizations was protested by the thoater comuanders. The service
areas had been iniroduced into the Bradley Plen by Ceneral Inerr ag a
part of hls ftheory of centralized control uith de-centralized overa-
tion. He complained to Gemersl Zaker that this decision prolonged =
critical situntion vhich had been originally eriticized by the
Bradley Oomzai'htea.ll In a long cable of 29 August, General Devers
protested to General llarshall that the Var Depertment's proposals
nullified the Plan and upseb the integration of functions o ezrefully
established by the 3radley Coamittes. He belleved that the size of
the area vhere the (Hghth was operating required decentralization,
and Tor that reason he strongly opposed the elimination of the gtra-

tezic control and bace dewot areas. He concluded with an appeal for

12
an wnguslified scceptance of the Plan,

Perhans the sirongest nrotest of all came froa General Zaker.

In a letter to Genernl Arnold, he stated his position in colorful

and vigorous language: 13

There mist be something wrong with our system. Youw gend
General Bradley, General Knerr, and a carefully selected
coumnitbee here to woriz out with us vhot is required to glive
us a prover meintenancs organization; we come to agreement on
it venring in mind aluvays the necessity for saving mampouver
to the mexliun; our sgreement 1s anproved by the theater
comunnder, comes beck to you and you approve it, and gubhorize
us to undertalie its irmlementztion provigionally, stating that
uwar Deportient apyroval ls exvected in the near future; we get
the organination initiated, going to great trouble to provide
. the headquarters estoblisbments and the whole new organization
is shoving mmch promise. Then poue individuas in the G-4
Section of the lar Department . . . deeides that the organiza-
tlon is 2ll wrong and throws his wooden shoes squarely into

3 Sl T W
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the delicate mechinery., . . . Lo greater service can be per-

formed for thie Alr Force than to obitain the aporoval of this

plen. It ic now nearly three monthe since 1t was agreed upon

by veonls who lmow nost about the nroblen and the best solution.

Br now 1t was clear to the Var Department that thers was a slight
difierence of opinion in regard to its modifieation of the Bradley
Plan. 1j. Gen. Barney !, Glles undertoolr to explain to General
Zaler the reasons for the changes. The Army Alr Yorces still lacked
some 200,000 enlisted men, and a3 a result, they were not able 1o
oalance service units wlth cocibot units. Beesuse of this, Genoral
Arpold had been t0ld that & balance must be achieved or the activa-
tion of additlonal combzt units womld have to be stopped. Part of
this lackz of balonce was caused by the additional service units
specified by the Bradley Flan., Since they hod been mnsuecessful in
getting the Var Department to reconsider its decision, they preferred
to eut out service organisastions rather than conmbat u:aits.lé

An additional stabeuent soon eame from General larshall, Eeply-
ing $5 General Devers! cable of 29 Auruat, ho gtoted theot Ythe er
Department accepis the Eradlcey Flan s e sbatement of o requirenent
ond recognimes that the Plan ir an integrated vhole, wlE He then re-
czphasized that the shortsze of mangower, as clied by Generzl Gileg,
wote 1% impossidle o achleve en idesl orgarization; neveritheless,
imlerentation of the Bradley Plan vag receiving "intense study® in
the Depurtment. Speclal units necded in the thecter could be activoted

there provisionatly. Drained persomnel above priority asslenments would

ve sent ag fillers ané replscencnte, but vithin the nercentage sssimed
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to over-zll AAT shipping alloiucnte; thle personnel was to ve used %o
organize speclal units for which no provision had been rade, A4s

. these groups vere organiged on & temmorery besis, the theater commander
was to zpply to the lar Tepartment for fornal constitution and activa-
tion. Mle shall do all possiule to send these trained men and grant
auvthorlty for your activatlon within existing policies. Units so
activated will be cherged agzinet the Bradley Plan. wl8

Unfortunciely, this ccble still further confused an already

cormlicated situmtlon. General lfarshallls remarks about the mceent-

ance of the Eradley Plan by the Var Lepartment gave %encral Tevers the

erroncous ides that the oriplnel Plan wes nov auproved without alteras-

tion. Therefore, he informed the Genoral that his understanding of

bis cable was that "the Bradley Plan is accented ond that objections

reired in cable R 1720 11 fmwgust . . . are rescinded." He assumed

that the Zlghth Alr Force had the suthority to activate tie head-

quartere orgonlzations for the stratesie 2ir service area znd the base

air depot area.:w

these statements brought a qulck reply from General larshell,

Levers' interpreftation of his cable of 3 September was incorrect.

The Brodley Flan was accenbed by the Department as a guide only to

the needs of the Zighth Air Force; moreover, becouse of the inability

of the “ar Departrmest to itplement the Plan, he considercd it %out of

. phase. ¥

ke still ineisted on the vital need of cuiting down the

* By thls time, the decision to establich a mev air foree in Ingland
to telze care of tactical problems had been made. (See Chap. I) In
spite of this chonse, the Bradley Flan wes ctlll considered the in-
strument to regulate the situation, and, as indicated in this (cont'a)

T — ﬂ
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flov of zervice and overhead vnersornel from the desirable to the
ebsolutely necessary. YIn view of serious memmower shortage, we
cannot fully apoprove Bradley Flan wntil convinced thet your ab-
solutely minimun requireroents only are reprogented in the Bradley
Plan., wt®

Iy now tke situniion had becomze alwmost too cormlex for the usual
channele and firsthand information was needed by both sides., There-
fore the uar Dencrbient fdecided to form a comuittee of officers, with
Ool. J. W, Baylor az senior member, to go o Zngland and consult with
Cenera]l Tevers or the best mesns for lmmlomenting the Fradliey Fla.n.lg

The Baylor Committee was in the Unlted Ilngdom from about the
15t to the 174k of October 1943, % On the whole, its final recommen-
datiens suwported the original Bradleyr ldeas as well ag the argumente
of the thecber commanders who had urged the accepbance of the un~
rodified Bradley Comaiittee report. Colonel Baylor's recommendaticns
called for a I EBomber and IX Flghter Commend in z=dditlon to the two
Alr fupmort Commands listed in the origiral plan, Tor the IX air
Service Comrend, one base zir depot ares, and two tacticsl 21r devot
ores commands were added to provide for bvechnicol swupervision of the

service groups, and operation of the advanced air depots.gl

Through
suggestions made by General Erereton, a considsraole saving in per-
sonnel vas achieved without deviating from the basic Pradley ccncepts.az

It is lnteresting to note that no provision appears to hove been made

(cont'd) study, the provisions for the VIII Zir Support Commuand were
teken as the gulde In the orsenization of the Hinth Air Force. General
iorehall's remorks aboub belng "oub of phase! evilently did not apnly
to the crentlon of the separate alr foree, bul to the implementation of
the Flan as o whole, BSee tho remarlkis of General iller as quoted in

Chapn, I.

M
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for the cngineer and alr defense cormmnds sugpested in General
Candee's chart of 1 Oetober, However, authorities in the theater
contimed to urge tholr crention. A chort of 15 October lasued by
Headquarters, USALIUE includes both these commands »lus a fighter
comuiond with two air support divigions, a iroop carrier commend, and
an air service cormmnd with two advanced air dewoi areas, a base
oir depot arez, and a trensnort wing.gs Dventually, the YVar Tepart-
nent spproved &ll these orgonlzationg, but it was o reculre con-
siderable proof of thelr necessity before teking action, ieanvhile,
the Bredley Flan, with Colonel Baylor's revisions, was approved by
Hegdguarters, ZT0USA on 16 October, the day the lilnth was formally
eetivated, and subscguently was approved by the Var Department.24
Preparctions for the transfer of the remaining units of the
Iinth to the United Flngdom had begun in September, It was decided
that the following units of the old liinth would be tronsferred from
Africa to the United Dingsfom to form a part of the reconstituted
Tinth: Headguoriters end Headouarters Squadron, Iinth Air Foree;
Eeandcuarters and Ileadauarters Squadrons, IX Boxber, Fighter, and
Service Commands; the 26tk Statistical Control Tnit; the 414%h Signal
Cormany (Avn); the ZD34 Signal Commany ving; the 3924 Signal Commony:
the 1058th Military Police Company (Avm); the 13th Replacement
Gontrol Unit; and the 636th Army Postal Unit.2> Other parts of the
tactiecal alr force were %o come from units in the United Xingdom
end from the Unlted States. The VIII Air Support Commond and the

VIII Taetical Air Service Aresz Comnané were to pass lnto the IX Fighter
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ard IX Service Comuands respectively, and the surplus of headquarters
personnel enused by these amalgawstions wzs bo be used as filler for
wnlts later to be activated or reorgenized in the theater.gs

Final detalls were adjusted ot 2 Joint Comuanders leeting, held
in the thester om 12 October with General Zaker presiding; also
present vere Generals Brereton, Bubler, Miller, Chawuncey, inerr,
Cueszda, Borua, Oandee, !arriner, =md B, ! G-ilas.37 The purpose of
the meeting, as stated by General Xaker, was to worlr out the details
of the Tinth'!'s activation using the VIII Air Support Command as o
nucleus. 4he medivm borbardment wing of this command wos to coniinue
its regular operations, bubt a flghter wling wms to be activated at
once. Untll the Tactical Alr Force went aver to the command of Alr
Yarghal Lelgh-llallory, BEolrer 1mg o be in general charge of both
dignth and Jinth. THAth 40,000 nmen arriving each month, a great or-
genlzetional tsgix had to be commleted in a very shord time, <8

On 15 Cetober, Genersal Irxa 0. Zaker beceme Commanding Gencrel
of the United States Army Air Forces in the United Kingdom (USAAFUK),
and on the gone doy he lssued the firet of a series of Letter Orders,
Iile 320.2, transferring wnite from the Zighih to the Winth, snd
authorizing the activation of other uniis from cesual pools in the
thea.ter.zg The following day !a). Gen. Lewis I. Broretor assumed
comuand of the Jinth and esiablished his headguarters at Bumninghill
20

Park, Berksnire.“” Brig. Gen., Victor Strahm, who had been with

General Brereton in the 1iddle East, served as Chief of Staif,

t’ai‘ﬂ 1L I lt!”.
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The IX Fighter Command, commended by Brig. Gen. Zlwoed E.
Goegafa, derived its headguarters organization from the 0l4 Jinth.
After arriving in Inglarnd, this healdquerters was augnented by the
headquarters and headguarters squadron of the 44th Rombardment ‘ing
which had previously served in that copaelty for the let Fighter
Division (Prov) in the Zighth Alr Torce. Several key officers ceme
from the United States by dlirect a.ssi.gnmen‘b.sl Adéitional units
incluiied the 67th Tactical Reconnalssance Group wlth flve squadrons,
and on 2 Iovember the 3b4th Fighter Group arrived, thus becoming the
pioneer Mustang group in the Finth Alr E‘orce.z

The 1IX Bomber Command was o merger of three old organizations,
each with congiderable combat experience. The oldest of the three,
and the one that furniched the Dull: of the operational units, was
the 34 Sombardment Wing, This orgenizstion had been activoted at
‘dtehel Field, 7V June 1942, Later it wes shipped overseas and
aasigned to the VIII Somber Comrand., As a unit of this command, it
becare operational in the snring of 19438, and took part in the dis-
agtrous nission ngainet IjJouwlden on 17 Hay., As a resuli of this
gsetion, 1t wes femmorarily removed from operations, and on 17 June
wag bronsferred with the 3224, 323d, 386th, and 387ih Pombardment
Groups o the VIII Aiy Support Commond., In this conmand, it was en~
gaged in operations agpinst German-held airdromes in France waen it
was egfain tronsferred on 16 October to the IX Zomber Commend under

&8
Brig, Gen. Samuel 3, Anderson.”
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The two rerslning clements of the new IX Domber Command hed

originally been under General Brereton in the liddle Zast, Tae
‘ bomber command of the :iddle Hast Alr Force was activated on 12
Octoter 1942 at Oziro vith persomnel from the 12th Fombardment Group,
the Halverson Groun, the 28th Grows, and from USALAY at large. On
14 Yiovesber, 2 days after the USALLAT became the Linth, the XIX
Bombardment ling, which had been activated at 13eDill Iield om 20
July 1943, errived to Join uith the bowmber commsnd of the former
USATIZAF o forwm the IX Bomber Gommand in Genersl Brereton's new air
force. After an oubstanding record in the remaining Afriean carpaigns,
the headguarters organization of this command was selected to per-
vetucte the reme of the IX Romber Comnand by transferring to the ZT0
1with other air force unite from Egypt.z‘é
Unlike the other commands mentioned, the headousrtors of the
IX Troop Carrier Comrand did not come from Cniroe, but was activated
in the theator by the UVinth Air Forece, fThe original cadre come from
the hemdquarters of the I Troop Carrier Cormand.%®  Also sdded ot
this time were the Bl5th Growy with its two squadrons, originzlly
pvart of the VIII Air Support Command, and the 434th Group with four
squadrons, 3Both these groups were nsslgned to the S0tk Troop
Carrier .ing, vhich hed Just been shipped from the United States
after nearly 3 years'experience in training, and operztion of trans.
port, maintensnce, air service, aud troop-carrier functions,Z6
Benjamin I, Gileg wzg the commanding general until 25 FPebruory 1944

vhen he was replaced by Brig. Gen. Paul L, illiams,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

“he nucleus of the IX Air Service Commmmd wes the VIII Fgetieal
Air Bervice Ares Commend which wes transferred intact from the Tlghth
to the Iinth on 16 Oclober along with sixz Adr Depot Groups and many
unlts of lover echelons. Iaj. Gen. Hemry J. ¥, Miller came from the
Tghth to assume commend of this new service orgenization and set
up his headquarters at Grove, Bwl:shire.w

o swmrarize, the bullk of the units tran~ferred during 1943
eare fronm gouren in the ™mited Hiangdio:. Contrivcutions from Afries
and the Unlted States wvore susll, being 10 ond 55 units respectively.
The VIIL Air Suoport Comnand furnished 2 bombsrdment wings, 4 bome
bardmont groups coniaining 18 mediwa bombordment squadrons, and other
sgnaller orgnnlzations, maldng & total of 101 wniss., From the VIIX
Alr Force Jervice Commond came most of the orzonizations of the IX
Air Service Commend, ineluding different types of revsir squadrons,
quarteriaster units, alr depots, statlon cormlenment squadrons, and
orénance and nedleal coipanies, A total of 53 units came from thig
source,

Frow unspeelfled orgemizations in the Tighth Alr Torce come 71
unlts. Service groups predoninated but there wers elso many troop
carrier, slgnal, guartermnster, and engineer umits.

Several major organizations were activated in the United Iingdom
by the Hinth., These included a bomber, a fighter, -nd a fransnort
wing, the Iroop Carrler Command headquarters and hesdmarters squadron,
and a large nuriver of service wnlts such as mobile reclamntion and
renzir squadrons, station cormlexzent soucdrons, aand ordnance, materisl,

and maintcnance compenies. Units so metivated came to 119 by the end
- }
33 il

i

of 1343,

1

L e 2 i .
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Chopter III
TH: BULLD-UP CF CGOILANDS

“he fundsmental organization of the Winth ilr Torce during the
remginder of 1943 consisted of Gemerzl Brereton's headgunrters anmd
the Fighter, 3ouber, Troop Carrier, and Service Comuands, with their
regspective wings, grouwps and squadrons, Labter Inzineer and Alr
Defense Comcends would be added, and additionsl figshter organizations
would apnecr, bub these firgt four commands vere, for a considersble
length of time, the Minth Alr Force. Befors considering cach
coxmmnd in soze detall, certain basic conslderations need to De
euhas zed.

with the excentlon of ths Air Service, each comzand wes divided
into three or four wings. The wing, whick wes intended {o be an
overationsl organinzntlon rather than an adninistrative unlt, was
Givided into from three to five grouns thot were agsiln subdivided by
about the smue nurber of squadrons., In genernl, the tendency was to
ermhasize the grouy ot the eoxnense of the squedron. The organization
of the 3Service Command was based on depots and service aress; only
ite transport unit possessed the familiar wing and group setup. The
Inglneer Comicnd vas made up of regiments zad battalions, while the

. Air Defense Coomand was eventually couposed of night fighter soundrons

and an sntiaireraft bripgnde,

-
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From the standpoint of opercbions, the Winth might ve regarded

as a union of btuetlezl stations, The tactlical station was the basice
%eell® of the Iinth Alr Foree. It was the actuzal hone, or base from
whlch an operations) wnit, usually a group, overated. fhe orgemiza-
tion of the station was divided into three main funcetions: (1) toetical,
or operations, (2) sduinistrative, and (3) maintenance and supply.

Phe tactiezl organisaition conststed of the group hesdquariers,
end the gseuzdrons engmged in carrying on wictever type of operatlons
were performed by the growp. In addition to this, new personnsl
vere trained, nnd the ground crews earried on firgt and gecond echelon
meintensnee. They also oporated the tachblcal nmessage t:.eani:es:r'.1

The adninistration of the station, or Yhousekesning,® was
carrled on by the siatlon comalement squadron. It ran the physical
plant, did the pzner uoric, and wag regpongible for the siation message
centar, Asgisting it were one-half g rmilitary police compaby, an
engineer fire-fighter platoon, and an Army postal unit. Personnel
from tae 2lst Weabhor Scwidron and the 40th llobile Communiceblons
Squedron operated the wepther statlon., A smell BAR Ubtilitieg Unit
completed the houseiresping siaff, It should be pointed ocut that no
medical unit uns cbttached to the station, Such unite were asslgned
to tacticsl groups rather than 4o the sintiong themselves. The senior
nedical officer of an operadlonal unit sleo served oo statlon surgeon
end furnished vhotever medlcal attention was nceded by station

personnsl, 2
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Supply, renair, and malntenance at the station were carried om
by a service team usually cozmosed of six units, formed from moimte-
nance and repair versomnel. I% handled third echelon maintenance
and suoplies for aireraft and third and fourth echelon repzirs on
crashed plan>s, ZTrucikdng, ordnance, ond quuariermaster supplies wera
nonaged by eppropriate organizations. In addition to the foregoing,
Tighter and bomder stations aleo possessed one-half a chenienl
cormany for air operations.

Ingofar as possivle, complete peparation was maintuined between
thege three divisions of a station. Iighter, bouber, or troop carrier
wnits eourmnicated directly vith their wiag headquarters, and only
matters mertaining to local administration and housekeening went
through the stotion headcusrbters, Service organizations dealt
direetly vith the next higher echelon of the Service Comnznd; the
station commander could 911 them vhat he neaded, rnd vhat he wanted
done, but he was esweclally enjoined not% Ho interfere in their functions.
“hus the doctrine of "eeniralized control, decentralized operations!
was carried oub in the station o:'_g‘sm:‘l.:mt‘.:l.on.3

Mrfields were provided by the Alr !Hnistry, the first selected
belng originally intended for tha VILI Air Suowort Command waen it was
expected to become bhe tactical alr force. Tha runwoys were planned
for Spitfires ond llustenge, but vhen the Ninth took over with the
Thunderbalt as 1%s prineipal fighter plene, longer rununys were re—

quired and had to bo constructed..4

:.i— ',\-'4 ~‘ - - I._ .,.,:._ A
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Among some units, ugsvally ground organizations, a shorfage of
headquarters sites and bulldinge developed. The establishment of &
new olr force brougit more headquartors organlzutions into being
than had previously Deen nlamned. Likevise the construetion progrum,
already somevhat behind in schedule, wos further delayed by ineressed
demnds for bulldings. As o result some orssnizations kad %o put wo
with mageshift bulldinge wnii) pore permrment guartors could be bulltb,
In some instances, there wos considerable overcrovding at stations,
and there was alse much shifting of nonopercitional units throughout
nsiand.  Soize of the engineering units wero oceasionally dismntehed
to neu quariers which, wpon arrival, turmed oub o be 1ittle more tkaon
nastures, or oven fields, TUntil vermanent buildlngg conid be ouilt,
the troops were forced to carry on ag best they coulrl.5 Operational
unite such as bowber and Tighter grouwns were much better off, as a
Tule, with flelds ond installations thot wers permznent consiructions.
After the keginning of 1545 an adequate building program considerably
improved the situntion.

During the wintar end spring, as plens for the coming invasion
took shape, the Linth underwent certain organizational chonges in
preporation for the great attack on Iesiung Iurops. A Tinth Alr Force
Plenving Staff was set up in London oz 15 Teceuber 1943, composed of
officers drawm fron speeial ond staff seetions of hendquarters who
had hod previous service with Headquarters, Cnisl of Btaff Suwreme
Allied Command (COSSAC), This section vorked in close cooperation

with other planning groupns, and together they vorled out a Minth

+
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8 DECEMBER , /943

ORGANIZATION OF THE NINTH AIR FORCE
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Air Foree tacticnl plan for operation ILPTUI,

4t eporoximately the same time, lrnsofar as facilities vermitted,
some combat units were regrouwned near the coast in order to provide
better concentration for the invasion., By the end of Anril about
helf of the tactienl organlzations had arrived at their new positions.

Another lmportant development proliminory to D-day was the
establighuent of Advanced Headquarters, Winth Alr Torce. On 17
Febrvary 1944 this unit was opened at Hillingdon House, Uxbridse,
along slde a similnr group of the Second Factical air Force (Britigh)
with which 1% worked in closs cooperation. Iater advaneed units of
the IX Fighter Command moved %o Uzbridge to faellitate commumications
ond coordination with the Advenced Headquarters, ilot far away were
also located headquarters of both British end Americsan troopwcarrier
units. Thus the area around Uxhridge becans s nucleus of advanced
echelons g0 as to centralize tactical overations afbter the first

R . 6
groups were cngaged in combat on the Far Saorve.

IX Fishter Qommznd. TFollowing its actlvabion on 16 Cctober 1943,

the exnansion of the Fighter Command was stecdy. The 44th Jonbord-
ment Wing, originally enrmarized for the Bomber Command, wos temorarily
moved to the Fighter Comuand alons with the 67th Tactical Feconnals-

sance Group and its five squaﬁrons.7

Cn 2 Dovember the 354tk Tighter
CGroup arrived froa the United States, thus becoming the pioneer
Hdastang growp in the command., It wag lator assigmned %o the 100th

wing, which was activated on the 24th. 3arly in December the 70th
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Wing tookx shape and on the last day of the year an additional wing,

v
T

the 7lst, was zdded to the raplidly growlas command.a

. On 1 February an exchange of fighter groups tosk place. The
Zighth trancferred the 358th Growp (lmsbtangs) to the Iinth in return
ior the 357th Groap which was a Thunderbolt orgenlzation. Only the
70th Ting was effected by thls tronsfer. The 84th Ving made its
appezrsnce 3 days later, bub dld not begln to receive ity growewmtil
larch, On 9 Hareh the 3084 1as activated completing the wing 2llot-
ment of the fighter commands wntil after the invasion.g

The hisbory of the 356th Scoucdron furnishes a felrly typleal

account of the origivrs and trainins of one of the smaller units in
the command, Orented on 15 ilovember 1942 at Hamilton Field, Oalif,,
its errly days were confused and uncertain. On 10 December the total
versonnel conasisted of 2 officers and 35 enlisted men. However,with
the noy yenr, it began to shov slrms of life, and by the end of
Jeanuvary 1943 1t hod acquired 30 pllots and 12 planes. [larch and
Fehruary were months of concentrated flying in formation with combat
practice, serial gumnery, end defense. Dhey were also months of
accldents and the first fatalities, vub oy the beglaning of April
the sguadron had a total of 1,350 hours of flying time o Its credit
since activation.lo

. By llay, dive bombing, strafing, and large-scale maneuwvers with
ground units were the princival training activities. 13 lay was
something of a higtoriecal landmariz, for on that day Capt. James H,

Howzrd ascumed commond of tho squadron. Copialn tovard was destined
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to beeone one of the tiost derinzg ond succeseful fighter pllots and
groun commanders ir the I'lnth Air Torce, and under his guidonce, the
soundron woe to become famous; however, this uvos considerably in the
future. The niclnzme of "the “hiv! vhieh wiao testowed on the eonisin
at thie time by his pilots in the squadron indicected somebhing less
thon enthueioem for his trolring metkods, howvever necessary they may
have been.

Tut the work contimvwed. August was marked by Bactical formation
flying end rany inspectlions. On the 234, a 3-dzy bivousmc ab Troui-
dele, Oregon, under camouflage and field conditions, oroved extrenely
valunble, Sepbember brousht more inspections and mueh low-level
strefing ond dive borbing, anéd at lost in early October, the long-
owaited doy arrived: the squedron left for the Port of Imbarikzetion.
Zmbarwlrng om H, 1L 8. Akhlone Castle, they docked at Livernool on
5 YVovenber end ghortly cffervard lecrned for the firet time thot they
were to be the nueleus of the IY Fighter Comnund which wes being
formed under Cenersl fpesadz. Albhoush all exnected o few weeks
{rensitionnl flying training, they made their firet fighter sweep
over [Lilerts Zurome on 1 December, and corried oub thelr first bormber
escort £ doys labter when they accommanied Zighth Alr Force bombers o
the Amieng ores, On the 13tk, theyr tock part in the lonprest fighter
escort mission till then recorded: the abiac: on ¥iel with fighter

)
nrotecticn all the way over and back.l"‘

“he 356th Scunsdron had now

coue of age.
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lecnvihile the Fighter Commnond had 1fs owm growlng peina. FProblexms
of swoply dominated all others in these ecrly deys. Shorbages existed
in each department, cnd since other commaonds were faced by & similer
eltustion, there wasg = wild serazble for all kinds of equipment,
Iither throogh cecident or deslgn, aany units vere relleved of quentities
of equivment at the POu on the grounds thabt the same articles would he
sumplied In England and shinping space wae needed for other things.la
Although dencunced by Genersl Arzz-.:vtl.éi.,:l'é this practice continmed $o0 the
great berefit of units permomently assigned in POD press, and ray
particlly exploin some of the chortzges in the X0 that oroved so
galling to harassed Arny admiristrators. A note from the Fighter
Commend sbaff neeting of 19 Decowber ie byplcal of a situatlion con—
sbontly roferred to in miputes and sveclal histories of 211 the
commané.s:ls

A=4 reported that informrtion has been received by televhone

from . . . DJC of Suoply Division, IX Air Service Command thaib

there wlll ve no eguipment for the headquarters of IX Air

Support Comnend, or the Hq of the 100th uing until Aopxril. Thie

includes all egquipment. . . . The Chief of Staff sald thnt thie

statement . . . is certolnly not sablsfactory and they shouwlé

pe able to do bebter,
uherever possible, the Zighth Air Force ung used to furnish needed
nateriel to the lidnth., This is esneclelly true of aireraft, since
the planes used by the first tactiesl units were liareudera and Thunder-
holts trangferred frem the Iighth; as late as the Peginning of Hareh
1944, the Minth was still dependent on the Highth.*6

The most immortont orgenirzational changee during the firet 6

monthe of the Plghter Command’s kistory are concerned uith the
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activetion of the wings, ho epperrance of the IX and XIX Alr
Support Commands. For aome time it had heen intended that overa-
tiorel conbtrel of combat sir unlis should be exerclsed by wings rather
than by higher headquarters.l'? Thig rolieyr of decentralized overationsg
was one of the basie doctrines of the Iinth Lir Force, znd wos grnlied
widely. In this coge, afier the principal objectives of an sitacic
ol been set wn, the cetual compocitlion of the combat foree wze to be
determined by the wings who would then issue the necessary orders bo
thelr groung. Since tkhe wing hezdquarters wag to be located zt a
statlion shored by an operational groun, the ulng comnander would
replace the grow commander ag head of the sitation, slthough the
wing itself was to avold involvemeni in purely administrative prob-
lems in order to devote full time o operations. Ian addition to the
tsval administrabive, signal rnd weather umits, fighter uings were
assigned o fighter control sgundron o nrovide lialeon with ground
forces.la
The first Tighter wing to become onerational was the 70th., COn
3 Februcry 1t controlled a mission by the 354th and 358+Hh Tighter
Groups, ond was congratulated by Generzl Cmesads on the succeseful

beginning of a nevy system.lg Ho

wever, a5 Flme went on, the wess
ceased to be sirictly tactlcel orgemizstions and found themselves
beconing more ond more involved in paner woriz, Ey the end of April

the Asslctant Inspector General was forced fo make a strong gnpeal

to General Erereton to dirced the commanding generals of the IX and

1
e
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XIZ Air Swoport Comands to ghtop chammeling administrsilve matters
through wing headquertera., How much success was achleved in thuert-
inc this snelent and apnarently lrresistable tendeney in army ad-
minietration does not ampear im the documents, 20

The eresntion of two new support comamnds, the deactivation and
recppearsnce of the IX Fighter Jomnand, all coused & certaln amount
of confusion in nomeneclature, which, fortunately, 4ld not extend %o
the operatlions of tzetienl unite themselves. It hod originally been
planned that the 1L Pigater Command would serve prinecipally as a
trengitlonal training conrend; when enough units were operationzl, it
vag to e transformed into zn a2ir suonort comirsnd odeled after the
orgenlzations walceh hed proved succegsful in.Africa.zl (n 14 Jenuery,
Generzl Brereton informed Generzl (uesadsa that, oeglinning with the
firet of Tebruszry, the Headcuarters and Headousrters Scusdron of the
IX Fiphter Gommand would cezse to funetion e such, and would be
redesigncted the IX Air Swrort Commend; ot the seme $ime, a XIX
Alr Support Command would be created and attached to the IX for
traiping and opera.’ﬁions.38 fthus the original Iradlsy concept of
two oir suoport commende was to be enrried out.

Congequently on 1 Februnry the IX Fighter Command was reorgenized
in accordance with General Brereton's orders, snd on the 4th the
XIX Air Support Comrsond nade 1ts apmearsnes, with nersonnel drawm
fromw the old IX Fighber organization; Gereral Guesada was vlaced in
cherge of the new IX ASC and Erig, Gen. Otto P, Ueyland took over the

Lal
}{IK."3 In order to obtain sufficient strength for the two new
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cominnds, the EE/ 0 of the dormant flghter comxnend vas used to ousment
the Alir Supvnort ‘.]?f C of 1 July 1942 and the total strenpth provided by
the combined T/0's was divided between the two svoport organizations,
I} woes generally assumed thoabt the Fighter Command would not be
revived, bubt on 21 Februcry Gencral Cuesada was reznpointed commanding
goeneral of the IX Fighter Command "in addition to his other d.uties,"%
and abt o commenders' meebing a weel later, he $0ld his men $hat the

25 Its new

0ld fighter command weg very much back in the picture.
personnel was to be drawn from the IX and XIX ASC and itp advaneed
hecdouarbers was to ve located at Uxbridge. 3By 1 ilarch it had assumed
control of all operations and training for the swyport commands, and
gserved os an advance headgunrters for tine fighter organizations, %ne
iL ASC performed the administrative functions for the revived fighter
cormand, while the XIX ASJ remnined under operstional control by iis
twin.

About thls time ocourred vt smounted to a switching of nemes
between the two alr supnort orgenizations. "The IX Air Supvort Coumend
vhich hod been at Aldermaston Court was transferred, less personnel
and equipment, to Iiddle ollop, vwhile the XIX Air Support Command
valech had been at 1Addle Uallop vas transferred, less versonnel and
equlnrent, to Aldermaston. v26 By thie time, scme pllobts hzad passed
from the 0ld fightor orgenlization, fthrougk the bewlldering motamornhoses
of the support unlts, ond bacl arain to the nev fighter command wvith

such suddenmmess that they left a long brail of mail and versonal
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oroperty scattered throughout three commande and were glightly dazed
avout the whole thing., A filnal change occurred vhen both the air
support orgonicabtlons were redesignoatcd Tactlezl Alr Commands on
18 Anril 194437

As the time for the invasion drew near, most of the commends seid
uy advanced headgunriers to faucilitate control of their units vhen
they would be operating across the Channel. fThe IX Fighter Command
aceting ne forunrd echelon for the two susport commande was located at
Usbridge vhere it was closely assoclated with Io. 1l Group FAF, znd
with the Advonced Headquarters of the Iinth Air Force. At the same
time, Advanced Landing Grounds were acquired along the eoast to
pceormodate the Iinthis aireraft in rezdiness for the movement to
the Far Shore, Seven of these {LG's vere assigned to the XIX, and
four to the IX Air Sunport Connond. <8 Although the Ameriezn forces
were not able to take over any of these fields until April, and
although considernble zdditional worl: had to be perforred by the
Engineor Comuand before the sites vere large enough $o hold the satici-
pated quota of 2,000 men eau::h,a9 by 1 June, all were completed znd
occupied by tho pilots who rcalized that D-day was at lest draving

near.

IZX Bember Command. Uith the publlieation of G.C. To. 123 by the Ilinth

Air Force on 12 Tovember 1943, tho IX Dorber Cormunnd under the diree-
tion of Brig. Gen. Samuel E, Anderson begsn fo talze shave., Thie order

redosimated the old 34 Bombardment Vlng as the 98th Combat ombardment
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Wing () and the 44th Bomoardment Ving, now transferred back from
the Fighter Conmand by teletype order, as the 99th fombat Bombardment
Ving (1}; o third wing, the 97th, was also activated from new DET-
sonnal.so The four growws which had been a part of the old 3d Ving
were nov divided, the 3234 ard 337th belng sent to the $8th ing,
and. the 3224 and 386%th to the 99th. TUnlike the fighter organizations,
thegse three bombardrent wings remained the only ones activated prior
to the invasion, as ploos for a fourth did not materialize, As tlme
went on, all the B-28 groups wore comblned irn the 98th and 99th Vings,
vhile the 97th became the li/ht bombardment wing with the 409%th, 410%h,
end 416th Groues mzde up entirely of A-QO'S.ZI

Decesber and Jonuary were filled with a wlde variety of ae-
tivities all connected uwith the ranidly grovwinc orgonization of the
commend., The usual teetical station getup prevailed in thls command
ag in others, and wae instituted by General Anderson in the Decenber
reaorgaenlzabion, Onrly the englnecring and operations sections of the
gquodrons maintained thoir identity, while the resi were merged in the
rroun, and the squadron tended to loge sone of its indenendence, In
Janvery & great dezl of comsiruchtion work was earrled on at mont
stationg, and b; the end of the month many fields ware ready for the
ney comdat unlts expected in Februwwxry and linrch., A presslng problen
st thigs time wag the ghortage in the golid-fuel swupply. thile goue

of the older statlong had been able to bulld wo a slight reserve,

uany of the newsr onesz were wmcble o do thig, and guffered considerable
32

hardships during the uvinter months,

'
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Intelligence was vory busy at this time with the disseminstion
of torgel materialg and nission reporis throughout the command., Tie
inerezsing munber of onorations ogaingd the robot~-boub installations
in northern France, Belgium, and Holland posed a considersble nroblem
in sarget identification. Sinee the mejority of these Vgl sijes,”
as they were called, wero locabed inm smoll woods, it wag often very
diffleult to loeante ond identify then properly. %herefore, A-2 mnde
agpecial, efforts to aid the pilots, bombardiers, and navigators by
obtoining belbter reconnnissence photos ond achieving a wider distribu-
tion of the prints.ss

A valusble immrovenent vas mads during February in the bord
capacity of the B-25, Reports from the llediterranean Theater indi-
czbted thot instead of the usunl load of six S00-pound bombs, pranders
in that area were succesciully carrying elght of these gencral-pursose
bhombg. An investigation of the sxplosives uscd by the nediun
bombers in the IX bomber Command revealed that their bombs were
equipped with a lugm, originally to convert them for Tavy use, which
prevented the successful carrying of elght in a B-26, However, o
convenient sunply of obsolete S00-nounders was discovered without
thig lug and 1t was declded to zmlze ugs of then for the two exira
bombes as long as the swoply lasted. IExperiments in combal misslong
having proved succossiul with the elght-boubd lond, i} was adopted as

standard, and arrangements were mzde ot the depots to have the lug

saved off the S00-nound boob before delliveryie the stoatlons. Similar
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experiments with the 250-pound oowb resulted in bduilding up the load
to 14 bonbs per nlane, on increase of 40 per cent.'%

Another importont development in Februnry was the organization
of 2 pathfinder squadron. After the original plon of trensferring
such a unlt from the Zlghth Air Force had falled, it was decldsd %o
orgonize one in the IX Bomber Command while waiting for the arrival
of equipment from the United Stotes., COonseguently, the squndron was
provisionnlly activated on 18 February with a terporary T/0 waich
celled for 18 aireraft and 13 crews. lost of the personnel came from
the command exsept for 22 gneecially trained enlisted men who wore
brought in from outside sources. The first assignnent of alreraft
congisted of 9 planes, instend of the 18 expected, and these became
operationzl on 21 February vwhen fhe sguadroz tool: vard in a raid on
Coxyde. HEenceforth the work of this unit became a regular feature of
the command's ope:t\'n'.imrts..35

Increased activity marked the operabions of the Commumnicuilons
Seetion of the conmond hecdquarters. Initiated in Jamuary and put
into complete operation on 24 Februory, 2 teletype networs was set up
for the dlsseminantion of information on weather conditions., This neb-
work was operated by = detachment of the 21lst ‘eather Squadron; after
the movement to the Far Shore, it uas to bo run by units of the 40th
llobile Commmication Squadron vhich was belng put through its training
during this month. There was also a considerable exmansion in VHF
commanieeation. On 25 Februory this type of tronsmiselon went into

operation for alr, alr-to-ground, homing, and air-sea rescus nessage
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sendins, HP radic sebs were still left la the plegaes, however, for
emergency command uge and for emergency homing to bases other tham
thoge of the IK‘ Bomber Gommancl.ss

Three nev fields were acquired by the command during this wnonth,
lecving only tuo mors to be commleted before the full quota was
reached, Hew groung and ereus were arriving to £ill out the gielebal
ving orgenization set wp early in the comiand’s history. The 98th
Wing was in charge of the 387%th and 384th Groups and was aleso siven
a tempornry Jurisdiction of the recently arrived 391lst. The 3224 and
386th were still aseigned to the 99th, as well asg the 416th vhich
orrived on 4 Februnry. This grown of 1igat wonbers was originally
intended for the 97th Ang, bub since this wing was not yet recdy to
assume econbrol because of lzelr of snzee and personnel, the group was
glven o temporary assignizent to the 99th. During the last weelr of
Februzry, a portion of the 38+th Group arrived and was placed under
the 828t%h ing., The four orlginal grouns were well suiplied with
porsonnel, having about 80,5 crews per groun; however, the new units
arriving cane with only 57 erews per group and had to de bDuilt up.
As g result 32 crews vere sent to the 891lst Grouwp, 14 to the E4ith,
and 15 to the 394tk.%7

The ranpid increase in the number of operationsl units placed &
groving burden on Operations Sectlon of headguerters since the wings
were as yet coanfining their supervisory functions to training. On
18 Februory, Col. J. C. Xilborn, operations officer, vwrote Gemeral

Anderson to gsuscest that the wings should now sssune their operantlonnl

m s
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econtrol., In thig letiter he pointed out that the ineresse of function-
ing grouns from 4 to 11 threw a tremendous burden on the conitrollers.
Furthermore, A-3 414 not have the personnel or signzdl equinment to
deal with 11 grouns and get up missions on the short notice vhich the
veather fregueatly required. The system of inter-groun and inter-wing
rendesvous vas becowlng increasingly burdensome ané could be handled,
he felt, equally well by the wings. The inereasad ratle of dombers
to fighters, plus the differont fighter form.tions avallzble, was
meltlng it impracticzl for Operatlions to orrsnge for escort squadrons.
For tiese reasons, Colonel Kilborn recommended thut the wings perform
the followlng funebiong: (1) cpeeify sisze and type of formabion,
folloving the basic IX Bomber (onmand directive; (2) select the ren-
dezvous for bombers and fightors, and indicate routes to it; (3)
speelfy methods and techniques of atiach: agalnst dlfferent typew of
targets; (4) specify initlal points, axes of attacks, rally points,
and altitudes, except the fighter rendezvous altitude. The Fighter
Squadrons wers to provide wing, rather than group escort.sg

After o wide discussion, this plan was accented with minor
exceptions by FWinth Air Force Headquoriers. To clarify the latest
ldeas about wing functions, Genersl Anderson stated at s staff neeting
on 9 l'arch that they [The vingsl -

11111 never talte over any administrative woriz of Ronmber Cormand.

we are tr7ing to unload on them the maximum amonnt of operational

worik. On the 15tk they will tzke over part of vlamning o misgsion;

vs will send then a2 Field Crder to vhich they will =244 a

supplenent on assembly of taelr wing and the roubte of attacik,

ete. AL far os adminigtration or sumplies are concerned we will
continue to work direct with the group.

A a A - _‘ I
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However, the new gchomo required cxiensive comammicstions between
wing and group headguarbers, ond ot the time, slgnal facilities wers
not yot avalloble to assame thls additlonal load., 1t was hoped be
begin wing operations oa 15 llarch, but this date had to be moved into
April, and the new procedurs was not svplled unitll the first mission
of that nonth which occcurred on the 8th. As finslly nut into effeet,
the new plan elozoly resembled Colonel Xilborn'e suceesbions. The
general combat orders were drawn uwp by the Bomber fommand, and were
then elaborabed by the wing which specified in detall the role of
each group in the operation. Amparently, the activities of the bombar
vings were successful. Ia the words of the Assigtant Insnector

40
Gensral:

Based on the success that the Bomber Command is having with a
purely taciical wing, only one conclusion can be drawn with
regard to the Bomber Commond, That conclusion is that the
Bomber Command is oporating its wings to meet the needs of homber
overations. The present sysben is successful and no change is
indleated,
Closecly correlated with wing operztions were the studies produced
during February and !iarch by the Operationnl Research Section (0BS)
of the IX Boxber Comnond. The first one, entitled "Recommendations
on Bomb Loading ond Fuzing for Attacks on Alrfields" cams out 21
ebruory. It vas an investigetion of the ralds of 3 Qetober, 24
Oetober, 3 Wovesber, and 13 Deceriber. The findings of the siudy indi-
cated the probability that 250-pound bombs should have been msed on

the dispersal oreas instecd of the EQ0-pound genoral-purposs bomb, and

100-pound instead of 500-pound boubs on the maln hangar arca.s.41

L3

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

#Report on Bombing Accuracy and Pattern Dimensions for the IX Bomoer
Command! was iessued on 1 llarch. The conclusions of this elaborate
plece of regecrch indicated that the primary ceuse of gross errors in
bombing accuracy was weather, which often made it Aif{icult to see or
identify the aiming point in tho bomb sight. The O0ES suggested that
alming points be more carefully chosen for casy ifentification, thatb
the navigator should assist the bonbardier in target ldentificatlon,
that the bomb yun should not be made into the sun, and that pilot,
navigator,and bombardier shonld be kept together to funetion as &
team.% Additional studies were “Remort on the Vulrnerabllity of Target
ZH1001" (the Ijmulden I-boat pens) on 2 liarch, "Railway Networks as
Joint Objectives for the IX Bormber Commend and IX Air Swmport Cormand,d
1B Xaoreh, and "Hstingption of Bffort Tequired 4o Heutralize a 'l‘y;;ical
Toball Installatlon® waich was issued on the 27th,43

Thus in every phase of ite activities, the IX Jomber Command ex-
panded, ond its ocperntions were congtantly exiended. However, two
serlous shorisges threatened to halt this progress: a shortage of
boribs, and a lachk of sufficient alrcrews Ho man the plancs. The boxb
shortope Tiret made its ompearonce in February., During that month,
severnl neu groups cad become operational, tvwe missions a day wvere
peing freguently mounted, and the average bomb load per plane had Yeen
inecrecased. A1l these faciors raised the demand for hombs, and early
in the month Ordnance renorted an acuto shorbarse developlrs, esvecially

in 100- gnd E00-pound general-vurpose bembs. On 14 Tedruory it was
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reported that there were emough 100-pound vombs for one, ond enough
50u~pound Doabs for two missions left in suoply sbociis, A stabenent
from the IX Bomber Command's ordmance ofvicer, I, Col. C. P. Vansant,
charged the Service Command with failure fo build wp its stoclg of
boubs 1n gpite of pressure $o do mo from 0rdnance.4é Eeceipt of small
gtocizs and balpneine and redistributlon among operationpl groups made
it poseible to contimme atbacikcs on the Continent, but these were tem-
porary oxpediente, and the complete exhaustion of bomb sunplies was
an immediate probabdility.

In liarch the situntlon came to the attention of TLELLT, ong
Goenorel Suictz cobled to Genorsl Avneld for assistance.*® 4s a
reculdt, on investligation wag mufe in the United States which showed
that rellef uves near. 3onbs en roule o the theater, in port leadinrg,
or on order to port totaled 315,410. In eddition to this, 20,000 x
500-pound bombs were being chirped form surpluges in the liddle Iapt,
ond 1,452 were being brought in fron Iceland.46 During; the weelr ending
13 larech & large number of light bonmbs wers received from the Eighth
Lir Foree, zud by 20 March levels were attained in stations for the
RE0- and £90-pound bombe, Although a slight reserve vas continued
at the stations watil 3. lzreh, there was none &t the denot. Aboub
thie time an agreement vas worked out with USBVAY to coordinnte Fighth
and Iinth Air Force requirements and since the IDghth was now using

considerably hezvier bombs than the Tinth, to relence to the latter

S
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availoble stocls ot both Zighth and EAF stabions.®’ At times the

bomb situntion locked eritical during Anril, tut judicious use of
1,000~ end 2,000-pound bombs when levels of the B)0-pound varlety were
low prevented erilseg; ond as the month drew tc o close, additional
rhipmente come in to reinforce sunply levels in the dqpots.és

The shortage of alrerevs was not so easily handled. [The first
sign of trouble was a loek of bombardiers. fThe standerd T/0 (1-127)
for a B-20 group zllowed one bombariier-novigsator to ezck plane. Thls
mroved to be insufficient since the lead plone in soch group usually
required an extra bomberdier, and srecicl radio zids like GIJ required
two to four exirs bombardier-ravigabtors uith special tralrning. Thus
the available bombardiers went on morc migsions than any other crew
xembers, A reguest on 5 January 1944 for 90 exbtra bombardiers was
unfavorably considered, and the arrival of new operstional groups
brought the chorfzgce up to 1E0. Icanvhile, the growing menpover
nroblem began to affect combat crews as a whole. Revlacements had
been get up on the basis of 57 creus per grow, but vhen this nuwber
was ilncreased to 84 creuws, a correspondings incremse in the flov of ra-
Plocorents did not cecuxr., Furthermore, the official policy of the
comniand was bo release a man from the theater when he had commleted
£0 nissions, 3Beczure of the wousuclly low rate of casualties among
the erews, o large mumber of men bogen to comlete thelr ED-mission
tour of duty just about the time the combat erew shorfage developed.
Undor these clircumstonces, the command took the loglcel stev of

coenceling the S0-migaion 1imit on operations in the thenter early in
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liareh, Although this ereated a temmorary relief, there was a con-
sidersble drop in morale, vossibly becanse of the wzy in which the

. new order reached the nen. It had beern originally plamned to have
the information given verbally by the commonding genersl to the wing
comzanders, who would in turn poss it through the command, Unforituanztely,
there was the ususl "lenk! and before any offielial explonation could
be mode of the reasons for this change, the men were well informed on
2ll aspects of the nev reegulation.ég

A% the sanc time, the poselbility of geruine cases of operatlonal

fatigue began to ceuse General fanderson corcern, On 1 larch he wrote
to Col. A. L. Jennings, surgecn of the command, stating that he had
heard reports of numercus crew menmbers who were "flal-haopy! and able
to contimue in combat only because of the great effort they were
making to compleie their tour.so Colonel Jennings' reply on 8 llarch
confirmed General fAnderson's suspicioms. In the opinion of the
command and unit fiight surgeons, "there lg definite evidence of
operational fabigue, menlifested by ilrritabllity, sleeplessness,
battle dreame and so forth, preseant to come degree in 60 to 65 per
cent of combat erows after gbout thirty-five migslons. ubl After B0
risglons, 1t vas felt that creus chould haove & rest of 3 or more
r:u:a:a.’!:hs.s3

. To combat this development and to compensate for the abolition
of the H0-mission tour of duty, a new operational leave policy was

egtabliched on 3 April by the command. lkxirum leaves for light-
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and medium-bomber crews Funder normal conditlong! were zet at 1 weel:

between the tvenby-fifth and thirtieth missions, end 2 weelks between
the fortieth and fiftieth missions. This regulction was not to apnly
to cases of operctional fatigne which covld be hondled at the regular
Hropt homes! by order of the fiight surgeons, nor was it to interfere
with the normal operatlional effort of 36 alrcraft per grou_o.55 A
further adjustment of thig noliey core on 21 April vhen Headquarbers,
Iinth Alr Porce authorized Pomber fommond to relieve crew nembere from
duty (up to 10 per cemt of totel sirengbh) if thelr operational fatigue
was interfering with the efficiency of the u.nit.54

Yot thege efforts o relieve the gitrain on combat orews produced
other nroblems. The grestest shortoges wvere amonc the pllots and
bombordiiers, and yet these men would be among the flrgt affected by
the new leave policy at a time when they were needed the most., For-
thermore, the comrand was at this bime wnder great pressure from
General Brereton to lmprove its bombing, and consequently needed all
ite moet esperienced bowbardlers for training and operstions, Just
at this crucial moment the 409th Group was committed to night bombing,
cnd therefora required a bombardler-ravigator for each plane. As a
ragult 49 officer bombordiers wers transferred to thie group from
the B-26 units, leaving an average toial of 76 officers and enligied
bombardiers per B-86 group and 22 crews without 'bombardiers.55 In
an effort to corry out the ney aperationzl leave molicy, as well as
take care of the cages of battle fatigne that vere growing more numerous,

the command requested Winth Air Force headquorters o allow it

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

approximetely 115 erews per ,g;:rm:-p.56 In reply, headgupnrters stated: &7
The assignment of 115 combat crews to each mcdium bombardment
group is believed to be excessive. Tae avthority for plecing
of combat crews on rehzhilitetion leave within the theater, and
wikhin the continental limits of the United States is an suthori-
zation onmly and will pot interfere with your operational cormlt-
ments,

A1l that could be hoped for was that after 1 July the flow of replace-

mopts would be incressed and that groups might be maintained at 1C0

eroews ooch, Ghe nroblem therefore wzs not solved within the period
covered by thig study, and a skorbtage conbimmed, "that, although minor,
was yeb sufficient to offect adversoly the efficiency of vorious

groups for some time to cone. u58
One other dlfficulty that tended to retard cpercblons wos the

delay in shipments of A-Z03's and A-20J's. This light Touslas bomber
was to supplement the amctivitles of the llaraulers in bombing comzmunica-
tions, bridges, airdromes, and the like, and it wos planned to set up
three groups of A-20's (409th, 410th, end 416th Groups) under the 97th

Ving (L). But as the planes arrived much more slowly than had been

anticipated, trsining was greatly delayed, and the groups became

operational very slowly. ZDecouse of their shorter renge, these light
hombers were not fliown across the Atlantie like the mediunms, but were
dierentled and shipned. Realizing the nced of having the nececsary
tools and oerts on hand vhen the ascenmbly of the planes begen, requests

for thege items had been made ag early as Decewber 1945.59 In splte

of letters, toletypes, cables, and investigotlons, practically nothing
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caue in for the A-20. Yot vhen some planes bepssn 0 arrive, it wos
found they were not equipped with exira plexiglas noses or side
windows, and these items were not expected from the United States
wntil June or July. Arranpencats vere finslly nmade for Britich
sources to monufacture the nocee and side windows.eo Zhis helns to
explain vhy only 55 Bosboms were operational out of a total of 125
in the theater by ke end of .lareh.®l

In spite of thege problens, many of which wers ineidenial to
the actlvation of a large comuand in a remote thezter, the growth
of the IX Bomber Command ie one of the outstonding achievements of
the Uinth Alr Force. 3By the begiaming of llay, bombing had greatly
improved, crganizational difficulties were Deing smoothed oub, and all

ras in readiness for the hlghly successful abttacks on Germon comruni—

cations which ushered in the nreliminsries to D-day,

iX Troop Corrier Command. After the activation of thie comrand under
Brig. Gen, B, F. Glles, the first overctional ving to e set wp wcs
the BOth, The headgunrters of this wing, cormosed of men with 5 years!
experlence behind thewm, uzs brought from the United States ezrly in
Octover, and by the 18th,conmand ofrices were being establighed., T00
General Order ho. &, dated 16 Cctober, ascigned the wing the 315th
Grouo with two squadrons, and the 434th vith four. Zorly in Yovember

the A35th Groun arrived and vze assigned to the BOth Wing, thus

completlng the command's skeletar organlzation vhich was to remain
62

unchonged throughout the rest of the year,
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In Februsry 1944, additionsl undts hefon \éo arrive. The 436th
Group ceme ianto the S0th Ving on the 4th, and on the 165th the 318tk
Group was relieved from the 50th Wing and asgslgned to the 524,
althouwsh activotion of that wing did not take place during the
month. On the 234, the B34 ing wos seat to the coziend and re-
ceived the 435%th, 436th, 437th, £38th, and 438th G-rou_'ns.ss In Ilareh,
the 521 Ving and four zroups arrived from Sicily and the wing orgenizae-
tion was now complete. Durlng this month, additioral unlte arrived,
and there was o general regrganization within the commend. She final
arronsement poave both the 524 nnd 534 Vings five grouvps cach, vhile
the 50th remsined with four onmly. This organigzetion was maintained
wntil after the invasion,

To o great extent, the activities of Troop Carrier Commond units
prior to D-dny were concerned with irelming, and they are discussed
in the chanter covering that subjeet. Aside from training provlens,
there were the usual Aifficulitles coused by the supply shortage whieh, =s
indicated proviously, affected all commands, the 4£37th Group was
told at the staging area that certain essential items were to be ob-
tained ln the theater, and therefore these articles were imcocently
left behind, To tiie gurprise of no omne, except verhons the 437th,
the equipment eventually proved to be unobtainsble in the theater.
Glider-toving wros hondicapred by o shorbtage of Horsa end CG-44 fovw
ropes, D ringe, andé eigter hookg. The tactieal nlr depots which were

t0 furnish the sumlles ivrere usually undermonned and often widely
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scattored., The 437th, for exammle, found its sunply problen commlicated
sy the fact that 1ts tacticel air depot was 140 miles away.°>
Yhe 436th Grouwn cuffered {rom acube btransvortabion probleus,
Yhe advance air echelon wae supposedly neseizmed to the IX Troom
Carricr Commond, but their first orGerg seat them to an Hghth Air
Foree base vhere thelr arrival was a comslete surnrise. Affer vir-
tually touring England, brying to find sois one who imew vhere theyr
vere to go, they recelved verbal orders Ho report o Ninth Alr Torce
Hesdquarters abt Sumninghill, Ascot. Upon reportins hers, they were
then ordered to the IX Uroop Corrler Command ~t Grantham and vere
assigncd to Longar Flold which they reached aboubt 9 FPebruary., They
had no means of tronsportation, lacked their enllsted personnel, and
414 not recelve thelr plunes unbil 18 Febru-ry, Their smplies had
been gent to Barksion Heath by mlstalze and after much less of $ime
wvere finolly moved In by motor transerort. Ileonvhile, the rest of
the group vere assismed to TLongar Tield cnd arrived there on 11 'orch,
Hordly had they sottled dowm when the entire groun, united at last,
was brangferred {0 Greenhan Comnons on 18 Itarch.e’s By this time they
vere firnly conviaced that the advontoges of travel had been over-
emphacized, .
In epite of wurious handicrms, much uas accouplished during the
firgt nonths in the 0. ZExtensive training exerecizss involviag atr-
craft and gllder formablons vere carried on as often as the weather

nermitted, and joint operatlons wiith cirborns troops in maradrops
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and glider tows were praciiced. Some freight was carried in the
countand'g plancs, and gliders waere transported vo marshalling sreans.
The gliders were shipped dlsagsenbled from the United States, ond
were put together by Troop Carrier mechnunles at Camy Columbia near
Greenham (ommons, As they rolied off the assembly points, thoy were
pleked up by C-47's and towed to the areas where they were sbored
nending the invasion. TFor the Horsz gliders 1 en ¢ o the comtand by
the 3ritigh, the towlnzg planes were sent to Uetheravon, Berlzshire,
vhoere theso eraft were stored. Thils glider transvoriation becare one
of the feu aetivities of the IX TOC not concernel with 1:1--.~_=.§.:.1:Lng.67
Another job was the evacuwation of hogplizlized iAmericu military per-
sonnel from Ireland to “nglend. Evoovztions begon early in Decenber,
and vhen the 310tk liedical Alr Tvoacuation Squadron vas assigmed to
the 50th Ving on the 23&, they beeere o regular feature of the command's
operations.

As the wing organization toolr shapne, 1t beeame nmore desply in-
volved in adminisirative problens then was usunl in the Kinth Air
Horse; however, upon inspection, it was declided that this odmindtsira-
tive suwpervigsion was required by circumstances, and no chamaswas
recommended. As 1ln other commands, the flnal staze in nreparation
for Deday was initiated by the estoblishment of en advanced headquarters,
and the movenent of operatlional units to chatlons newr the coast. In
April advanced wnits of the command were moved to Bastcobte, in southern

Ingland, where they wero ascocluted vitn cdvecnced units of 2ritish

alrborne troops. The side at Zasteote hall the advoantage of velng
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near advance hepdquarters of the ITinth Alx Force and IX Fighter
Comnend ot Uzbridge and not far from AXAF advance headquorters. Thus
g D-dny spproached, closest cosperation between these organizations

was assured. 68

IX Engineor Conpomd. This command was a decided innovnbion in az®
organization, and the story of its activation is therefore of cone
sifderable interest., Id%e so much in the Hinth Alr Force, the idex
for a separaste engineer command wos sugzested by developments in the
1ddle Jast and Forth African Theaters. Genecral Spaantz geens o have
beon one of its earlliest probagoniste for there is a reference %o hig
interest in the iden of o soparate command for all air engineers in a
docunent dated 12 February 1945.59 However, the Bradley Conulttee,
althouzh usually shrongly influenced by the lessons of the Africen
corpaigng, nade no provision for on engineer command in its recommen-
dation tub secastered the units throngaout vorious orgsanizatlons.

Eut the idexz persisted, and an "engineer divialon wog shown on
tho chart of 4 Augmet 1943 vhich degeribed the impleuentation of the
Bradley Plan. 0 Shortly aftermrd, during the course of an interviesr,
Erlg. Gen. S. 0. Godfrey stated that't

Generzl Spaatz spoke to me of his strong convicilon that aviation

engineers should operate wnder Air Foree control. It worked so

well in northwest Africa and every one scemed to azrec on that,
including the etaff at Theater Headquarterg., Rhese aviation
cnginecrs have done well becavse they were a part of a trained
tean that made up the Alr Force and were recomnized as such.

Deverthelegs, the Var Deperiment wos hesitant sbout taking cuch a step,

and therefore no action was talzen for the time being.

P e e
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lleanvhile, aubhorities in the theater went as far as they could
in the direction of centralized control of the zir engineers without
formal Var Denartment approval., Fhese officers belleved with Generzl
Spoats that fhe Aray Mr Forces should contxol units dolnz construction
worz for elr organizatlions ond thet command decisions should be made

72 Therefore on 24

by engineers rather than the service commznd.
November 1943, 1 warrant officer and 12 enllsted men were assicned

%o the headquarters of the FNinth Alr Force ond were ordered to station
474 to establieh o detachment of the IX Alr Force Ingineers Section. o
Unimpressive as this evenl may seem, it was the beglaning of the IX
Ingineer Commemd, Three days later, Hnth Alr Force Headquarfters issued
a2 letter ordering the detachment to agsune the functions of a command:
Col., Earl B, Schilling irag ploced in charze, During the next 2 weeks
there was great activity at the detachment headquarfers: "/0'3 wers
being set uy for approval and conferences vwere peiag held to put the

neyw orgcanization into action. 4

About this time, another important
event in the higtory of the engineers took mlace: on 26 HNovembor,
Hatching Airdrome was turned over to ths 99th Bonmbardment ‘ing, thus
becoming the first field 1o be completed b7y American en@neerﬁzg unlts
in Ingland. Phig alrdrome,which had been staried in Avgsust 1942,
contoined 120,000 cublic yards of concrete, 380 bulldings, and 94
acres of clenred forcst lands, I vas congldered cosmletely adecuate

. for all o:nez‘zx.i;:i.c‘:zz:t.v>.’?5

On 5 December on lmportant conference was held with reprosenta-

tives of the Imgineering Section of the IX Air Service Comnnnd, After

JE——————_e m
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some discussion, on ngresment was reached on sceuring englneering
swoplies., It wns decided that ualts of the Inginecrs Detachaent
should requisition thelr supplies directly from SOS ensineer éenots,
while all other Linth Alrx Force units were to get their englneering
sunplios through normal service command chomnels, Lhe suonly, stornge,
and distribution of bulk maps was ruled a service fumetion, but the
preparation, reproduction, swowly, ctorage, and digiribution of
specinl mang wag to be handled by the Tngineers Dojtachment. lkinte-
nanee and supply bables for engineer units would oo wrepared by head-
guarters of the detachment, vho would also be responsivle for zll
ensineer supply nlanning Tased on minimun construciion requirements
furnichod by otheor ceumi:,,?f:

The decisions of this meeting show that a consldersole advence
had been nade townrd setting wo an indcependent command for all en-
gireering groups. A further siep was tolzen om 1€ December vhen the
Minth Alr Porce, mending finol approvel of the ‘ar Department, re-
designated the Ingineers Detachment the Inglnecr Hezdauariers, Rinth
Alr Force, and ordercd it to sssume the functlons of a de fnoto command.??
To o1l intenbts and purposcs, the commend hod become o reality, At the
same time, oan expansion of persomnel vas undervay., 4 large nusber of
officeras and enlisted men srrived frow the Tnited States and Ice’.!.e.nc‘}..l?8
and on 235 Jenuvary, CGolonel Sekilling was renlaced by BErig., Cen. Jomes
2., Fewmon, J’r.?9 Prior to thiep sscigncent, he had been the chief

engineer of the VIII Air Force Service Commond,
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The wsual suoply difficuliies made thelr appearance os the commznd
was begilrning to tzke shane. Carbon vawer, steneils, stamm pads, office
cupplies in general, were very hord to find, Rronsvortotion freilities
vere even scarcer; oud when the commond obtalned a fow cors, an even
more scrious shortags was dlecovered: there vere no d.rivers.so Comraz~
niecation equipment was equally hard to find, A guitchboard borroved
from the 1088th Slgral Commamy to set wm radio corsmmicztions had to
Pe returned on 4 Februzary, and as a result, the Ingineer Healouariers
wags out of the rsdio nebworlz until o nev board could de o‘otained.s
By Februnry the velue of the exlsting engineering unite %o the
Yinth Adr Force wag 50 evident bthat efforts were agmsin made to sccure
its formal activation by iashinpton. General Brereton and hie
officere, sunported by Genersl Arnold, uwrged that the Uar Depariment
take actlon, bub sgaln nothing was c'trmt:z.a'e A second attermt in llarch
was nore successful, €3 nd or the 20th the IX Zngineer Comraand was

formally activabted by the Var Z{)ea:a::,::'1;:119111‘..8“1=

IX Aly Dofenge Qopmand. Early plans for the tzmetical air force in-
cluded a provicion for an air defence cormand, but as in the cose of
the ITngineer Comnand, the Var Tepartment wos slou to toake action,
Eovever, on 16 liovember, Erig. Gen. Danle D, Hinmsn was designzted as
corzending general of the IX Ajr Tefense Command, although that organi-
zation wes still unactivated. Pending authorization, it was known os
the Alr Tefense Headousrters, Finth Air Force,®d

Hth the arrivz)l of the Blet Antl-Airerafi Artillery Brigade on

9 Februsry 1944, prospects for the activetion of the command loolked

F !y
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better. She brigade reported to the headquarteres of the I'inth and wes
asslgned to the Alr Defence Section for administration and operantions.
Tntil 4 Aoril, all personnel for pre-achtivation opersitions of the IX

€6
Alr Defense Commend ceme from this ovrigade. Other units arrived as

87
follous:
118tk AAA Group 30 larch
448th AAA (AV) Bn, 30 liarch
550th Asa (A) Bn, 30 Iarch
6334 AAA (AY) Bn., (¥) 30 liarch
Ga5th AAA (AV) Bn, (W) 10 April
555tk Sig, 4V Bn, Co. D 12 April
2lst ALA Grovp 29 April

On 30 llzrch the IX Alr Defense Jommand was activated by the Var Depsxrt-
went under the commond of Erig. Gen, William I, Richardson, Genersl
Hinwon having been previously trensforred. On 2 April the 5lst Brigade
vas relleved of assignment to the Ninth's headguariers and assipned
to the nev command, undertaking the duty of furaishing antisireraft
rrotection to units of the IX Bomber and XIX Air Suoport Command.s.aa
To fazeilitate close coordination and lialson with the operational
unlts, the Headgquarters Battery of the drignde moved from London to
Aldernaston Court and established a hesdauarters in close proximity

to the hezdquarters of the ZIX ASC. This scbup was maintained withouti

much chenge untll D-day operntions.

Special unlts below gomrand lewol. 2y the emd of llnreh 1944, all
commands of the Hinth bhad been actlivabted, and moct of them haod
successfully pasced through the formoutive stages and were awalting

tbe fest of lmvasion operations. ‘Tnelr histories have been oriefly

e ~ o e ¢ B
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recounted here, except for the story of the IX Alr Force Service
fommand, This orgmnization is so lmportent that 1ts development is
govered in o ceparste chspter. There nov remaing o be treated a
few special organizations which, althouch not sepzrate commands,
nevertheless performed vital functions in the alr force.

The all-immortent woxk of providing westher data for alrerews
ving hapdled by the 2lst UVeather Squadron., Thls squadron was spllé wo
into more than 60 debtochmente which were attached to tachlcal organize~
tiong throughout the Hintk Air Force. AL the top, the commanding
officer of the squedron also served as weather officer on General
Brereton's staff, aznd there wos a staff weather officer for each
echelon down o0 and including the croup. These officers worked closely
sith the A-3 or £-3 Sectlon in each umit, provided the crews with
the latest meteorological information,and arranged Zor briefing.

Veather detachments with bomber and troop-carrier units were con-
gidered semiparnanent orgerizations and hod heavy equipment. Veather
detackments with fighter groups, on the other hand, operated from
trucke and wers cormletely mobile., The importance of the worx of
thig squzdron can hexrdly e overemmhaslzed; in mony cases, the success
or failure of a mission depended onm the correctness of the weather
foreczst. As a result, great paing were taken by the wezmther officers
to nredict weather chopges with sclentific accuracy. A% 0400 and
1600 daily, the weather officers at the Bomber Command, st the head-

quartors of the PAT squndrons assigned as fighter cover for the Ilnth,

i}
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ond at General Brereton's hecflguarters held a scrambled phone conver-
satlon to work out thelr two daily weather forecagts om the boeis of
. informantion recelved from the detnchments. After this, the weather
officers would study the list of missions that the commands wished to
fly and would indicate vhich operations, on the basie of the forecast,
could be flown and which could not. An accurate record of weather
on theso miocionae was kept and publiched in the onthly Operationzl
Ueather. Eesord.™?

The 67th Bactical Feconmeissence Grouwn and its five sguadrons
served as the eyes of the entire air force, nlthough it was nlaced
wnder the administrative control of the IX Fighter Commend and later
of the IX Air Sunvort Command. One of 1ts great achlevements was the
photogravhing of o long strlp of the invaslon coast during Februsry
and, llarch of 1944, without any losces, TFhoto intervretation wes
handled by o mobile subsection of intelligence known as the "Photo
Center," although the buils of this sort of vork contioued to de
czrried on by the British Central Interpretation Unit at Medmerham,
vhich emmloyed over 1,000 sweclalists. Thls orgenizailon was the

nein source of whoto lnberpretation in the theater.go
Ghe Chemical Section of the olé VILI Air Support Compand was
transferred bo the Idinth in October. Some key personnel, however, were
cent from !Mddle Bast Fheater of Operations o taize chzrge of organiz-
ing chemical activity throughout the commend. A confercnce was soon
held with chemieal officers present from all vnite; ouestloneg of train-

ing, surply, latelllgence, snd chemlceal warfare were dlscussed, and

Ji“L
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long-ranse pollcles zdopbed, As in many other cases, grent demendence

G5

vas placed on speelal schools conducted by the British, althoush as
soon as nosslble Acerlcon schools were organized., Of particular interesd
ig the Chemical larfare liobile School waich traveled among stations of
tactical commandés giving speciel lastruction in the tectics and Hech-
nique of chemieal spreys, incendiary bombg, and smole sereens, 08

tledical work was largely under the control of the surgeonr of
the four major commands, and as pointed out previously, the mediesl
unlte were abbtached fo tucbicel organizations rather than to the
stations themselves. 102t ilncoming groups were already equipped with
pheir own medicsnl officers, and whatever additional lledlcsl Depzriment
personnel was needed czme from the Peplacemsnt Jontroel Depot. Usually,
the demend was much grezter then the aveilable suwnly. Lke principal
tagit of the nmedical personnel wos, of course, to leep the planes in
the oir by making sure that airoreve and ground crews were in good
heplth, Hext in Irmortonce came the reception of new mnite and the
egtoblichnent of a satisfactory stondcrd of senitation and training,
Training included the instruction of officers and enlleted men in the
lle@ical Department and pleso teaching the prineiples of first ald do
all AAF personnel, Nurses in the IMinth received their instruction in
the schools of the VIII Bomber Gox:ma.nd.g

Such, in brief, 1s the story of the orgarlization and tuild-up
of the tactical commands in the Hinth Air Fovrce. 3efore an account
of their combat operatlons can be given, however, the vust operailous
of the Serviece fommand and the Linth's training program, wvithout which
no boobing misslons ane flghber sweens could huve been mounted, mush

firest be deseribed, e - -

g
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Chapter IV

THE IX ATR FORCE SZRVICE CO.ILLD

The history of the IX Air Force Service Command is closely
commected with the Alr Service Commond in general, and with the VIII
Air Porce Service Command in partieniar. IDver since the first Vorid
Var the swecial nature of alr supply problems was beconing more and
more apporent. The rapldly shifting combat zones occwnied by o modern
air force, thelr enormous extent, cnd the congtant fluctuation in type
andé amount of materiel needed mude it clear thaf procedurss based on
orthodox ground-force supply theories would not satisfy the needs of

1
air power. As one writer neatly puts it:

The strugsle for air pover was not nerely a struggle for a more

indenendent fAlr Force canable of carrying on 2 unique stroategical

or tactical misslonr of its own. It resolved itself inbo o drive
for air depots, a swoly sysben, ard a maintersnce service, ond
into o reorganization and integrzatlon of fir Force elenenis respon-—
sible for these functions vhich ultimetely took the form of the

Alr Service Command.

aring the twenties and fhirtles, aos new possibilities for combat
eireraft were being dlscovered and ex_zgléred. there was o growing ten-
dency for new cir sunly acencies o conme into beln ond o osperate
vith eonsiderable independence within the orzanization of Army swpply.
Althoush there vere as yeb no sir service comzmmnls, officers such as

. Gols. Horold A, IleGinnic and Huch J. Inerr were advoenting organlse-

tional chonges thab clerrly tended in that direcedlon., In a report

[ e o i o e e
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dated 25 July 1941, Colonel lfcGinnis recommended that a service
commond should e set wn to cdminlster end sorvice all the alr
bages ol the Second Alr Force. This service coumand was to bs equal
. to the borber, Tighten, and other eonmends. © Evidently thie remort
paralleled thiniting in the Var Iepartment, for on 17 October 1941 an
ovor-ill Alr Service Cozmiond was seot wp under 3rig. Gea, Eenry J. W,
iHllor, combining all suwoply and service elauents of the Alr Gorps.s
with the outbrealr of the var on 7 Decerbor it was evident that
the United Stabes would send expeditionary forces abroad, ond this
srought to the fore the plenning of adeguaie service orpanisations for
the oversens branches of our air mower. Althoush dlscussions on this
question had boen soing on for somo time, the matter did nobt come to
a head until eaxly in 1842, Durinz Joauary it was proposed that an
air force be formed to wrovide alr sumwmort for an invasion of Lorth
Africn, walch wae then undor discaszsion betvecn Auerican and British
steffa. This was the origin of the Zighth Alr Foree, and ot the end
of Jonuary several conaonds were aciivated ineluding sn VILL ALir Force
Base Cowrmand. Although this Horth Afrlcan project was temorarily lald
aside In llareh, tho Fisath Alr Force was retained as the zir force %o
be gent to Znpglond,
[lcanwhile, disenssions on service organioebtiong for the new air
force were continuinz, and in April there wos subzitted a provosal
. entitled M"Activation of the VIII Air Torece Alr Service Commond," Dur-

ing the conferences that folloved, llaj. Gea. II. T, Harmon, Chief of

Staff of the Army Alr Foxrces, zgreed to the idea of separate service

= =
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comnzads in oversens taslz forces and agized that the proposel setiva-
$lon Ye roworded so that it night have general applic%‘bion.é Congsa-
auently, with o aiight chance of title, the provosal was offieially
issued on 20 Foy as AAT Regulablon 20-9, "Air Tagl Force Alr Service
Comminnds, ¥
The principle of senarate zir service commands had now been
recognized, bubt it was s8ill necessary to define their relations
wvith $05. Here aspin the experisnces belng observed in the [Hddle
Zagt camnalens were highly sugcestive. According to Sripg. Gen. Hurh
J. Xnerr:
The 2ir Torces in each theaber should have their own 808 extend-
inz fron the port of entry to the consuming vnits. Sueh ie
actually beins done in Horxrta Africo throuch necessity. If the
Air Serviece Commznd had been coabent to depend on the ground S0S
for expectod performonce, the situntion in Afries would Dbe quite
i fferent from the present one . . . .
However, little uas done to break auvay from the controls of S05 until
after the rapid growth of the Eighth Air Force in England., Then the
wrgencies of suwpply in this area caused a cerbzin amount of opposition
to the existing systen. Ordnsnee cfficers of the VIII Air Force
Service Qommand complained of cerbain SOS procedures which they felt
made it diffienlt for them t0 zet surplies, mnd one of them stoted
causbically that "in requisitioning motor vehicles from SOS, exigt-
ing nrocedures required them to report among other things that the

function of a heavy boxber squadron was to 'carry degtructive materiel

over enedy bterritory. 1ub

2
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Properly to econbrol and digtribute materiel arriving from the

69

United States, it beczme necessary for VILI AFSC officers to set wp
intronslt depois ab ports of enbry in the Urited Kinglom and to

arrenge for dlrcet service and transportotion $0 =ir denots at DLases.
The efforts of SO0S {0 obtaln control of these facilities were unsuccoss-
ful, Finally, on 9 ovember 1943 the AAF published Eegulation 20-18.
This regulation provided for an MAAF Arm ond Service Integration
Committes," wbhich among other thinsgs waus to "tronsfer efficiently

and expelitiously the Attached Services with Army Alr Forces (ASUAAT)

to the &ir 001'_98.“7 Ab the szme time 4 board of officers of VIII

AFSG reconmended that®

£0S be reouesied to supply Chemiezl, Signal, and Ordnance

comzon naterlel, in bulk, as requested by the Headquarters

ighth Alr TForea, vithout requiring a detailed dofense of the

request, . . . /That] VIII ATS0 be authorized to request US Air

Service Commanéd to shin os an Air Forco snecial project, common

roteriel on which tho availability date furnished by 508 ig un-

satlsfactory.
On 30 Decerber, 505 conflrmed the general findinrms of this boerd, and
by the beglnning of 1944, much of the subordination of VIII AUSCG to S0
was ower; henceforth, the &0 organizations wore to coonerate on a
more or less equal basls.

Anotheor lmmortant problen wos belng vorikzed oub 2% the same fiume,
Superficislly, this concerned the relations of the 7TILI Alr Force
Service Command and the A-4 Section of Hezdguarters, Tighth Air Forece,
but Tundanentally it ralsed the quostlon of the effechiiveness of
traditional Army administrative methods in dealing with eir supply

problems,
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In the United 3tates, the chief exnonent of whabt might e called
the funetional theory of swply administration rather than the fra-
Ailtional sbaff orcanlsation wag Geacrsl Znexr. Instructed by General
Arnold to sxanine the organlzsiion and operations of the Adr Service
Comzond in the Unlied States, Imerr tased his apnronch o the problexn
on hig experience with great industrial orgsmizations engnged in mase
produchtion. After much study and many conferences with his staff,
hig ideas vere eubodled in a reus to General lHller, entitled "Orsgani-
sation of Alr Sexvice fommand," 19 Iovember 1942, The basic doctrines
wers cribodied in two irmortent paragranhs:

The function of the Air Service Command is escentially one
of business managemsnt rather thon nilitary omeration . . . .
There exists in the buginess world a regserwilr of avoilable
monngenend talent thoroughly conversant ith anclogous functions
in comparable corporations . . . . The current military staff
tyne of organization of the Air Servies Comnand is not adequats
to the basic functlons of the Alr Service Command, . .

An indusbrial type of orgzani=ntiorn ezn be substituted for
the present inapnlicshbie and cwibersome military type . . . bF
placing all achivities essentiol to the three main divislons of
the corimand under control of the divigion chiefs with the resulid
that the divided responsibility attendent upon cross references
to othor equal agencles ig elimincted. AtY the some tilmeessen-
tial chaln of commond requirencnis are mainitained without inter-
nosltion of non-essential steps,

Ab an important conference on 20 Hovenmber 1943, General ¥nerr's
plen was exanined, while nmembers of the conference had an opportunity
to study a chard showdng the commarable crgenization of the General
lotors Corporatlon. The nlan divided the ASC Headgusriers into three

main divisions: supply, malnitonance, and personnel and training.

Sneclal staff sections vere tled in with these three divisions for

? mrem e e s = e R e T
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techniezl contrel, and ths A-l, A-2, A-3, and A-4 sections wers
eliminated. In thig hecdguarters, the Chief of Staff was dropped in
exchange for an asslstant commanlding officer with certain housshold
services, lilte adjutent genorel, judge advoeate, and ingpector general,
under hig juri so’.iction.m

In putbing this plen into effect for the Air Service Command in
the United States, tihe directive practically guoted General Znerr in
stating:ll

The primary funeilon of the Alr Service Commond is essentially

one of business mannjzenent rather thon military operation. ©The

basic principle of this manzgement functlon is that of centralized

control end decentralized overation,

The Zishtn Alr Force was not immediately receptivs to these ney
voctrines. In this zir force, the A-4 Section had begun to exercise
o control over suwpply and mointenance almost as restrictive ag that
formerly exercised by £0S. Althouch praeticslly the game functions
vero assigped to the Hendquarters A-4 and VIII AFSC, there was a
tendency for A-4 to ialke over more ond nore operations, excusing
itself by saying that its aim was to refrain from "participation in
the details of operations,” tmt addlng that "beecauss of the diversified
chonnels of commmication, this is ab times difficult of abtelnment. 2
Hevertheless, its power over questions of supply increased remar’mbly.
Ivo statements 1n an indorsement by A~4 of a reguest for certain
tralning materinls from the VIIILFSU gpealr for thenselves. The first

line admite that the roguest was subaitted to A-4 through an orror;

13
the second reports action token to fulfill the request.

N T e ——— o :
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Taus through its A-t Section, Headquarbters, Flghth Air Force
ecane more and more concerned in supply, although in the TUniied
States the thidking of General Knerr esnd his assoclates was sirongly
opposed to this sort of thing. It seemed to many officers that 4in
general A~-4 was much better informed on questions of supply than The
VIIT APSC itself. As one officer state&.:lé

On syecific supply and service items, offlcers of A-4 frequently

seemed botter informed thon ofilcers of the Service Command

prescnt. « » » I% is & reflectlon of the fact . . . that 4-4

of the Lighth Air Force Headguarters in some instonces has more

inmedinte and direct access to supply ond service matters and

even operatlons than the Service Commnnd,

Then on 10 June 1943 the Zngineor, Guartermcster, and Ordnznce Sections
were ellminated from the VILI AFSC by o specisl order ond transferred
to the Eighth Alr Force Headouarters, it cecmed that some sort of re-
definition of functions was necessary.,

During July, It. Gen. Delos C. Zmmone wog in the United Kingdom
to explore the gituntlon, and in dlscussions vith General Talter, he
pointed out ceriain dunlications in the funcitions of the VIII AFSD and
Headouartors A-4, General Ioker ordered General !liller to see what
could be done to prevent this 1 on 30 July, Genoral Hiller forwarded
0 nis chiof some of General Enerr's ideas on the place and functions
of the Service Commond, and on 1l Cctober the confusion and overlapning
vas ellainuted by naking the commonding generol of the VILLI ATSC azlse
the Headquorters A-2 in the Tighth Alr FPorce. 4t the seme $ime the

folloving staff sections wore bronsferred bac: to the Serviece Command:

Sign=l, Surgeon, Cuartermaster, Ordnonee, Ingineer, Finance, Crenieal,
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Thug shortly beforo the IX Air Service Comrond was ccetivated,
several important decisions had been carried inito effeet in the VIII
A¥S0. It was now fairly well estaolished that the functions of
supply would be given to a separate command in each air force and
thet this coumond would be independent of 503, and also protected
against interference from the air force headquarters., These were
izportant deeisiong of poliey ond were strongly to affect the future
organlization of the 1X Air Sorvice CGotmand.,

zut the debdd of the Ilath to tho “ighth did not cease with brozd
over-all quesblons of policy. Imoriant techniques of adminilstration
ond control were voried out in the Jighth and were almost as irmortant
in the developnont of the liinth as the larger issuss previously
nentioned, ZIypical is the problem of echeloa mainbenanca.

The basic directives and memorandums waich established the
migsion of the Vil AFSU state that 1ts wnlts were to undertake
third end fourth echelon maintenance and repair of equipment only
vhen 1t was beyond the nmeans of the combat or tactieal elements to
perforn such services. llemorcndum Io. 155-1 secmed to imply through
its rather negutlve phraseology that these serviee mnlts were to be
under the fechanlcal control cnd commund of the service forces.ls How-
ever, the line of policy toxen by the Zighth was to place service units
under the eontrel of the toctical groun ther served. Thie inclunded
not only first and second echelon regalr, dut third and fourth e well.

In spite of strong opposition on the part of a small pumber of VIII
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LFE6 officers, thie line vag maintolned for some nonths. In defense
of the moliecy, 1t wos sisbed thot the ststic condltion of alr werfare
&t the time, vith overations proceeding from a emsll srea like the
United Einpdon, wadeo it convenient to have all zirdrome vnits under
the szme command,

While the Bradler Comxittee wos in Dnglond premaring ite plen,
this asvect of service functions zust have coze under 1ts critical
serublny, for i1te fircl stwdy provided for elements doing third echelon
repolr vnder the direet conbrol of the Service Comrend, Bven units
ogeimmed to combobt commande are shown as under the indirect or iechnical
control of the scervice organigutlon.

Thie sign of o disagreerent with the Zighthl'e sexvice nolicy is
sicnificant, for shortly sfterward Genersl islrer decided to place
serviece wnits in the VIII LTEC uyndexr acitual service conbrol, alikoush

s}
1% onag

thig policy ims not Lo be applied to the VIII Borber Comwand,
distinciion Detween corrands was desbined o be tezmorary, however,
ce the vigit of General Ammold to the thecter shortly aftervuards
changed everythirs., On his laspections in Zneland, Genersl Arnold
hed seen U. 8. combot erews woriting on mlaner thoi should have gone
to the Service Gorrrnd znd he had not Deen satisfled vith the malnte~
nanece 'si.'b'u.a‘ﬁ.’l.f.u:..:afJ As a result, on Z1 Seplenber 1943 it: waE
anmowmeed by letter to the Tighth Air Foree thot the responsibility

for 21l bubt flrst and sceond echelon meinbensnce novw lay with the

Service Command and it vould be glv'n techniezl control over the woxlk,
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Tecnnical conbrol vas defined as "the opercilon of the menne whereby
the =on, zachines znd moteriale recuired for maintenance of the
Zighth Alr Torce ocre armlied to that purposu."zl Ag o result of this
letter, lemo Do, 1BE-1 wus rov reovised end reissued., Irn ibs new
forw it met practiezlly ever; vich of Serviee Coriand suthorities.
Tecimical control over firet and gecond echelon acbivities of conbat
comiands was clearly indieated, and the new definition of the ter:
vas lnternreted to mean "full control over smplies ané general control
over service porsomnel and seorvice units ot combet statioms, "22  For
the firest time, a Drosd responsibility for training all serviee ner-
connel by the Service Comuand vas clearly stuted, =2znd a gimtler
statezent gove the command ressonsibility for their ‘hezlth, safety,
cnd welfare, ®

In this way the first step in the doctrine of senarction of
coxynde ond funetions ot ecombat ctetions worited oub. Although
originally aonlled to give service units grenter freedon in the exer-
eige of their furctlons, it bPeemme 2 basic prineivle of administyation
on all Uinth Alr Force stetions as hne alresdr been skowm.

Another sueceseful imnovation of the Jighth was the alrceorvice
forea' device., Vhen planning for the Zisbth in the Tnited Zingdom
wvag golng on, it vos thoucht to divided Znglend into serviees dlvisions
bagel on geogrephy as hod been done in the United States. However,
by 2 Depteuber this nromosal ves givea up, and it was decided Ho
egtablich instead ndveneced eir devots in clese wroxinity to aress

occuplied by combot units., As eorly as 12 Oclober 12432 the advonced
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alr depots begen fo speclclize in different types of cirplomes, and

also tecan o control verlous satellite stotlons within 10 or 12 miles
radiue. Go eoordinate still further the suwoply snd maintensnce at
these advanced depots, there was sct wp in Februszry of 1943 the Ade
vanced Air fervice vith headguarfers ot a locabion fairly close to the
abvanced derobs. This hezdauarters was to Ycommand, conbtrol and
direct" suovly, mnintenance, revairs, and salvege of the advanced air
depotis. At the end of July the comrand was renamed the Strategic Alr
Depot Area, and o Tactical Alr Tenot Ares wes orpanized to coordinate
the servieing of the mediti. bombers ané fighters of the VIII Ainr
Jugnort Command vhbich was soon to be trancferred to the Linth Air

a3
Tores.

Yhis area nlocn was nob actually based on geogrephy, althouyh
swerlicially it may oppesr to have been so; its real purpose was to
decentrellize the operations of supply by delepabing eceriain functions
into the field, Iater, vhen the boundaries of the Linth's two Advanced
Air Depot Areas (AADA) vere drswm, there was a further deviation from
& purely geographic concept since o dspot of one ALD was actually
located in the area controlled by the other.

Another imporbent development in the VIII AFSC that was to
influence the Jinth was the improvisation of new and highly mobile
service vnite to assled in reducing the great pressure on serviece
crews repelring battle-damaged planes, ‘hile it had been realized

from the firet that the repsir of pleones damaged in eombzt would be
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an imporiznt provlen, no one apprecizted the fact that the excellent
flying qualifles of ALseriean vloenes plus the gkill and courage of the
pilote woro going to malto this task trenendous, Flanes riddled
alrwost beyond belief mencged time after time to return to thelr bases,
thus adding to the work 1n the repalr cernters, Al the end of 1943,
Generzl Joker estimnited thot on Geen penctrations anyvhere from 25 to
50 ner eent of the nlanes involved would be dsmagsed.

At one tire it wag thought nossible o remlace, rather then Ho
repair, all sueh injured aireraft, following the example of the RAF.
But experlence soon showed thot no resl similerity existed Detween
the two situctions. The coxpuratively chort distance between an FiF
airfield and the fectory where 1ts plenes were munufuctured maede 1t a
simle nmatter Ho send the demaged crafb to its monufzcturer and replsace
it with 2 new plane. In the case of Americon slreraft operating thou-
sandg of miles fron thelr monufzeturing centers, this convenlent
systen wog wfortuncbely impospible, Thus the repid and efficlent
repair of pattle dammge vecame a vital necessity as combabt ogerations
increased.

The Bradley Comridttee, cognizant of the mogpitude of the problen,
provided for the forration of subdewots situated with and under the
comicnd of the ocombat grows to vhich they wore assizned, although
vnder technlesl supervicion and control by the Service Commwnd, The
subdepot was rerely an augmented service squndron given additionzl
equipnent and the responsibility for third and fourth echelon repair

on alreraft requiring more than 36 hours of work to put them in combat

Yo
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agzein, Work thot cowld not be cerried out by the subdepot was to

£0 to the afdvanced odlr depot having jurisdiction over that particular
stetion.

Since the smount of domoce sustalned in combat fluctuzted among
the different nirfields as the tide of batile cbbed and flowed, it
vecnrie nececsary to provide assistance to subdeyots suddenly swamped
by o few days of urusuelly heavy dorage. To meet this need, roving
vorl: partles were orgonized ot the advonced pir devots znd dispatched
to relieve gtationc faced with the repair of a large amouvnt of damcge,
In meny cases the plones most geriously injured hnd been landed avay
from their home bases snd then could not be flowm back. To bring
these strayed alrcraft boc: to their ovm fields, mobile maintenance
end revelr unlids were formed., These units were made wp of 18 ta0 20
ricized civilian and nilitary porsosmnel who were skilled in all kindg
of revair., Equlpped with machine shops on scmitrailers, they were
able to ma'ze repaire on the soot, vhich vould encble the dameged eraft
to be flown back bo base.”" To handle ibs ova batble demnge, the IX
APECQ loter adopted thig gyatem vith a slight chznge of nomenelature:
the term Usubdenot!" wos changed to0 fgervice teams.?

liodiflcotlon of combab aireraft after they reached the theater
became a mrobvlen almoct as important as remsir. Theoretically, the
Planes arriving in the Unlted Kingdom irow the American manufacturer
wvere ready for combat. Actuslly, old eguinment had to ove modified
%o neet theater conditions or mev eculpuent added before it was safe

o fly the craft into battle. ke 3-17 for exarple had %o be equinved
DR s L o ». I L1 % O
~ e ‘e .
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with chin turrots, and jettisoncble fuel fanlts had to be prepared
for all fighters after the middle of 1243. Ivenbually this worls
would be done abt facborles in the United States, bub ot first it had
to bs dome in the theater 1f the plones were to get into combat with
the new equipnent. Spsce does not permit a detalled descripbion of
the methods usod by the Highth Alr Force to carry oub plane modifica-
tion, After different plans had been triel, a systen of establiching
prioritiea for the various structurz) alterationg wes sei up by the
niddle of July 1943 and proved to be successful. Later, much modifi-
cation worlk of the Ninth was carried on in VIIL ASSC depots. TJebween
Octobor and the btegimning of Fobrasry 1244, 2ll B-35 modification
vas handled by the Eighth, and the A-20 was slailarly serviced. 3y
Pobrwery hovever,0at of the voric vas talren over by the Iinth ond
ploced in lis advanced de‘potﬁ.zs

Thus by the time thot the IX ATEC was ready to operate in
Inglond, the VIIL o8¢ hnd develoned certain mobile and flexible
service orga.nizé:tions that the Hinth Air Force was to find moest use-
Tul. %he ighth had dlscovered that battle dounse was the main burdon
of mulntenance and thot some type of amoblle repoir unilt was essential
such as the subdenot agsisted by the roving uorylz party. Furthermore
if renuirs were to be accomplished quickly, the echeloning and or-
ganization of dlfferent levels of vork was & prime necessity, A1l
these devices proved most valusble to the Ginth and were utiligzed

ag models in the formation of the TX LESC,
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As the swmer of 1943 wore on, a scrlesz of steps were taken to

pave the way for the esizblichment of o servico comnmand in the tactical
elr force thich every ome Imew s conins--cither as o nart of the
Tighth or ns a separabe orjanization, The Bradley Plan had proposed
o Tackicel Air Service Ares Coumand (TASAC) to serve the taciiczl air
force, and as a step imn this direction, the VIII ATS0 established a
Tuactienl Alr Depot Area (PADA) on 31 July. On the 234 of August the
YASAC was activated by the VIII AFSC and redesignnied TADA on 4
September, Iinally on 20 %Septemver the Var Departument notlfied ENIUSA
that 93 officers and 270 eniisted men were being transferred to the
Uhited Xingdon froa bthe IX AFSE in the Hddle Zast., Thus vhen the
FADA wag transferred to General 3rereton!s commmnd on 16 Ociober 6o
becoze the nucleus of the IX A¥SC, it was assigned the men arriving
from Igypt as vell as soae specialized persomnmel froa the VIII Service
Comnend. %"
The Tighth Alr Force had been expecting thils novement for some
time and was prevared to ossuce regponsibility for assisiing the npew
service command. The VIII TADA wmredeceasor of the IX AFSD, had
recelved most of 1ts supplies froa the Zighth, ond after the actlva-
tlon of the Uinth, these supniles continued to be so furnished. On
17 Lecember 1943 1t was decided thot the Finth would reguiaition
directly to tho zone of the interior for equipment =nd materiel
pertalning to nireralt excelusivelyr with the Uinth, while the Fightn

would sntlsgfy deamspdg for equipment common to Lotk oir forces. All
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loeal servicos and sumolies obitained in tho United Xingdom would also
be arranged for by the :H.f;h‘f}n.ae
the final organization of the IX AFSC yns closely patterned
after the serviee comrnnd in the stratezie alr force and refleseted
nany of the innovetions of thot pionsering cosmmend. Its headquariers
arrangenent was based on the functionnl conecepts of General Xnerr
valch had elininated the old staff sections. Directly responsible
to the coumonding geneorcl and hig depuby were o Bage Alr Devot Area
(3AD4), end o Ffirct and second Advanced 4ir Denot Avea (AATA), The
BADA controlled the intransit depots, tae Dase air demots, and the
aireraft assembly depots., The two ASDA'g were originally one
Advanced Alr Denot Area Commend which, like the amoeba, bhod splid
in twain. Zech AADA controlled threc Tactlcal Air Devots (TAD).
Two oir demat groups were usually vlaced undsr each of the six TADYe;
these grouns served as o center for fourth cchelon repairs, and work
on alrframes, instruments, nropellers and auxiliary eguipment usually
for three service grouns. The service groups, although nlaced under
the %AD's for technical control, were administered directly by the
AADAYs, The basle unit of the commend was the service group; in
December these grouns were broken into two identical units known as
service tenrms and vwere coimletely mo'b:i.le&.:39
Bub thie bird's-oye viow of the IX AF30 misees & grest deal., Dor
the purposes of o more detailed analysis, the orcealzatlons of the

command can be divided as follows: (1) hendouuriers, (2) depots and

areas, and (3) the service and mobile units.

™y
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The hesdquarters orgenlzation consisted of the commanding general
end his deputy, essisted by en cir inspector, snd & group for plans
tnd statistics. Insbead of the traditional A-1 to A-4 staff sebup,
the edministration of the command wes carried oub by five divisions as
follows: (1) meintenence, (2) supply, (3) persommel end training,

(&) tronsportetion, end (5) administration.so This last section was
subdivided into 124 depariments of the usual kind found on sny sizeble
military station, such as finance, Jjudge advocate, chemical werfare,
ordnsnce, medical, end the like. Sincs their funcitioms are usually
the seme in rpost lmericen militery orgenizations, it is unnecessary to
deseribe them in detnril,

The Lieintenence Division formulated operetional end techniesl
plens for, and execubed meaintenance, modifiention, repair, overheaul,
end reclemstion of Hiunth Alr Forece techniesl meberiel which wae boyond
first or second echelon repair. Ons of the first tesks of this divi-
sion was the modification of the P~5le By Decembar, P«DlAts were
rendy for combet, but a delsy in the shipment of mirerafit slowed up
modification of the P=-51B models Anobher importent achievement was
the instellebion of cn 85~3allon fusselaze fuel tenk on the fighter
plenes of the Ninth, s tesk requiring 500 man-hours of work. EBesides
planes, the division modified obher items includimg 250 Brockhouse
troilers for mobile Pield offises, snd construcbed 21 mobile flying

31
conbrol units end 10 glider<borne mobile repair units.
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Vhe Swoply Division formulnied vlems, and directed operations

connected with the procurement, recelvt, sitorarse, and distribution
. of the comuond's equipment. The organization of this division,
vatterned afier that of the Fghth, consisted of o control section
vhich supervised nrocurement and formvlabted policies, a United
dngdom procurement section which arranyed for all supnlies cnd ser-
vicea needed fron the Hritigh, and a petroleun section which recommended
nolicies for the control of nigh nriority fuels such as aviation
casoline,

The wide extont of the division's activities is illustrated

by o random selection of some of its accomplishmonts., At the recuest
of tho Iroon Ozrrier Command, cquipment was seb up for the meinte-
nanee of 200 0-47's and 0-53's, To forestell a mossible shorbtage of
oxygen, six poritable oxygen gonerators were seoulred, and with the
cooneration of Plans ond Training, arrangemonts were mode for the
instruction of nersonnel %o onerate the generators.sz Ia Jovsmber
the division begszn to sob up tobles of eguiyment and trbles of baogie
allounnees for units to e nctivated in the theater, By Febrwary
arrenrenents were completed to pernit the issue of lnitiazl suplies
to newly errived units without requisition. %o taize cazre of the
evar-present shortaszes, new units were to gend in lists of iteus
they laolked at the ond of the first 4 wecks, and where Supply was

wnzdle bo meet dexends--which was no doubt freguent--z system for
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malzing loeal purchases was worked out, 58

The Pransportation Division conbtrolled nll the facillties of
the command in the United Uingdom for moving equinment and personuel
by alr, rail, motor vehicle, a2nd water., 1t also eontrolled the Blst
Alr Zransword Grown which assumed the direction of ferryinz P-5i's
to the linth Alr Toree, using Figbhter Commemd wilots. The Blst
Grouwp olso wes to recelve all replscements for Cu47's coming into
the Thilted Kincdoa, iEhe greatest problen thabt the division hod %o
overcone was the shortaze of trucizg, and eepecially the two-and-a-
half-ton variety. Even after obtalauing some of these machines fron
the Bighth Air FPores, 1t finally become necessary to assign only 40
trucks to truci comvanles instead of the 52 suthorized.% Iut these
diffienlties did not hold dacl:z the work of moving troops and sunplies.
3y Jenvary 1944 the efficlency of the division had reachcd such a
point that an entire alr depot group, 500 troops and 50,000 pounds
of cargo, was noved by air a dlstance of 200 miles in o total time
of 6 hours.ss

T¢ decentralize the opersilons of the command, three svbordinate
organicebions were seb wo wnder the supervision of IX ATSC Heod~
guarters. These wers the Page Alr Depot Area and the two Advanced
Alr Depot Areas. The BATA vas largely concerned with the distribubion
of sumnlies. It received items from the intranslt denots et rworts
of entry in the United Fingdom and routed then to thelr final
destination taroush the comuand, TUnder the control of the healguariers

of the BADA were sevorsl irmoritcnit elements in the over-zll gerviece

- .-:_m . ———
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

orgenization. 4% Dintom vwes the Zase Zir Pevot which ached as the
centrzl depot for 211 smmnly liems for the Lintk lir Foree, and
funetioned much 1ile o gervice comrznd rencrel dapot in the Tnited
S’sa.tas.zs “he intrensit dewot at Vmvler Common controlled installa-
tlone at Sritich mords of entry and airnorts and chonneled nateriel
end rersonnel to the Lase Air Depot and replucerent conbrol depots.
In addition to these, thers was an slrereft sssenbly denot ob Filton
vhich ascenbled P-5l's, o glider ancenbly depot =b Crookhenm Common,
and an aimunition sumply donot at Grovely '1.’006..57

the two ALUA's, whileh were forred from the old Ldvanced Alr
Tevot Aren Commoni near the close of 1943, vere o further attemnt
to relieve IX ATSC Femdquarters of some burdens and responsibdllity
by decentrnlizing operciions. These nev aress each ineluded three
Tactical Lir Denots (TAD) and the sren hendouarbtors acted as a
coordinating and administrative center. Ab first the chaln of
commond vent from the Service Commemd Hesdouarters to the £ADA's,
chd then on down through the TAD's, the gervice groups, and finally
the service tcoms., Hovever, the TAD's found 1% difficult to super-
vise the service groups and 1t vas labor decided to place these mnite
Gireetly unGer tle /aDi for adminietration, although remoining under
the ZAD for technical control, It hog been pointed out that the
tarea concent wos not strictly rmeogremhicnl. In further proof of
this, 1t is interesting to note that there was a smecialiszation of
functions vhich differentiated one LATA fron the other., The firss

AAD5 ond ite three TAD'!'s serviced Toubers, and the second whth its
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attendont tactlenl depois weg vtilized by fighter ;glenes.se

The TaDl's were unusuwzl organismtions, and represent a determined
effort to adhere to the principle of decentrelized omereafions,
Aetrally, ench TAD was litsle more than a neue for a combina.tion of
two alr depot grouns both of vhich vere indepcencent organlzations,
gince elther one cowld ot ony tlme be tronsferred from the TAD o
function on its owm. I% d4id not poesess o T/0, and the senior groun
officer outonaticelly vecome the demot officer. Although the TAD
right be located on o tactical station, the dewot commander was
2lloved to functlon independently of the stotion commander.zg

The organization of eocch slr devot groun congisted of a heed-
cuartere; o depot stmply squedron for fourth echelon storwge, lggue
of technlenl suwwmlies, and rrocuremenby a devot renalr soquadron for
fourth echelon renalre; a mobile reclamation ard repalr squadron for
hendling crashed aircraft in the field; and ax ordparce medivm mainbe-
noance cormany for procurencni and distribubtion to lower echelons of
surplies, ports, and ascenblies for wvehicles. This last wnit also
vexrformed third echelon maintensnece on vehicles and evacuated these
berond its commetence to fourth echelon shong, A gquartermaster truels
cormeny provided trsumsnoridation, and a querternaster n»letoon took
ecre of ordmance needa.

In additlon to these unite, of vhich there werse two each on
every TAD, the folloving organizations wers wndivided units asslgned

$o both grouns: 2 medical sunnly platoon, and ordmance depot cormany,

and 2 signel cornany and depot growe. An 1P coumany wms usuwally
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found either ascisned %o !Ee deoot or to the tuctical statlon vhere

the depot might be located. 0

The oncrations of the TAD were not intended to exceed the ac-
tivitles of its two corponent grouns. It was interded to store znd
distribute equirment and suwiplies to service teams located on tactical
gtations. It vas alsc responeible for maintenance, wodifieation,
repair, overkaul, salvege, and reclemction of equipment vhen this was
beyond the copucity of the service team, A4As time went on, there ims
©. tcndency for tho TAD's to become involved in administrative sctivity
te a greater extent than had been intended. ihe grow functions of
the organization were beconing subordinated to tke depot funetiona,

Yo check thig tendency and keep operations deceatrzliszed, Headquarters
IX AFSC icsmed liemo 20-12 on 3 larch.5L Puig divective forbade the
GAD commanding ofiicer to create o separcte staff or hezdonarters
orgenization for his depot. He was reminded that no snecial staff
for the TAD haé ever been contermlated, and was insbructed to ugse the
nersonnel of the gtation coxmplenent squacron if he needed assirtance
in running the c‘.epot.42 It ig not possidle ab vrescat to asecerdain
hovu successiul this directive wus in keeping the TAD from becoming

on afminigirative center.

Lnmony the smaller units the basic orranization wes the service
groun. In Tecerwbeor 1843 it wog brolzen into two identiesnl service
teams for greaber efficiency, ezch one assizned to some tactieal
combat groun. The service grown heandguoriers was located with one

of the twe teema and consisted of & headquariers end headquarters
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poazdron, wlun céxinistroblon, casipecr, suwwaly, nedleanl, fincnce,
mnd cusrter—nster seetions, Toch tocan wes mode wy of the folloving:
o goervice soquodron, ono-holi o cunriornnster truc corwruy, one-
helf o signol eormany, orne-asll a overberncoter cormeony, onenlnlf
o chemicol comman;” Tor alr owersblons, onc-oalf on ordnonce zainte-
nonee and guoply compony, ané four unite of a nobile reclamailon nnd
ronoir so;mdron.{g

The movile reclaumction ond rencir ((EE) soundron wos the nost
flexible clement of the ecrvige grouws., Tae lden wag lergely dervived
fron o sizilor orgopizotlon In the Jighth Sir Foree, In the Uinth the
R unite vero desiymed to aid gerviece acucdrons in the field, uvita
the speeinl iden of omercbing on the Contloont offer invorcion snd in
the in.edlicrbe nreconce of tie eneny. Lntll Iwdzy, theyr vere to assiat
tne romair nersonnel of the cervice soundrons in thelr resular vor::
Tour wmnlls of the savsdron were nsgirnel to eneh fwo servieo tesng
+ith ¢ ninth unit under the conbrol of the scrvice growm comnnnder
to be ghifted o olbvher proum oo needec‘a.f“4

lodificntion of neor odreraft for combat continued to be one of
the zogt vitel cebtivitior of tho comnrnd gince the nucber of new
combob groung becomdns omerafive inm the Sombor and Fighter Comzordr
vas absolubtely controlled by the mmter of wlimes noorlng throuch fhe

roGifiention eenters, ITurin; Zebruory snd Inreh, Gerersl .rnold ond

ethor suthoridtics in the ALY vere greatly concorucd over tae gloiness

L4

et o - 45
vith vhich combet nlones vere furned oveir to the Liinth. It wes
esewsed in achingbor thet too wmy wlencs tvere veing inmobilized

in poddficeation centers, wnd this voe eolled to Gonorel Spuntz! zxttentionf‘ﬁ
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A 1ively exchaonge of cables resulbted which browght out the facl

that, eince General Arnold had glven the Elghth firgt nriority on
long-rance fishter crafb, the TWinth recelved thenm only after the
immediste noeds of the Zighth had first been filled. lore imwortant,
howvever, in deloying the arrivel of nloaes at tacticzl stobions was
thelr very uncertain and undependnble arrival in the theater. In
Jonusry, 1,093 nlenes hod been promiged, and modification centere were
adjusted %0 this oxpceted shinment. Instead of this pumber, only

807 wers delivered, and of these 375 arrived in s last-ninute rush.
Taturally this upset schedules completely end greabtly delayed the

vassege of slreraft through the depots.47

In lIarch & similor situa-
tion threabencd when of the 914 fighters promdsed only 250 had arrived
during the flrst 2 weeks., Thig time the tzbles were reversed and
the theater began to vub prescure on lasihingion to get the planes oub.
fGeneral Arnold finally eableé in the languoge of desnoration: 'we
ore doing our dammedest! to swmly airerafd as reouired,®

Imeh of the modification worlz woe carried oub on the P-0lL and
P-38, but aticntlon was also given to irmroving the 3-26 and the
recently crrived A-20. llogt immortant of all such changes was the
inatallotion of jettisonable fuel tanks on fighter nlanes thus encbling
tkem to furnish long-range eccort to the heavy bombers, The speed
and efficicncy with which this modificatlon was effected so immressed
one Faglish wing commonder that he called 1t the greatest achlevement

of the Ameriecsn air forces.
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Such wag the orgenigaiion and functioning of the Alr Service

Conmand in the Winth Air Torce during the firet 6 months tknt the
tactical alr force spent 131 Sritaln. As the end of thnt periocd
appreached, the comuand had been agsigned some 91 per cent of its
guthorized 61,167 men, and was prepared to pley its part in the

coming invaslon. 49

3,
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Chopter V

TRPAINING IY THE MIN¥H AIR FOURIS

the rapid grovth of the Iinth Air Foree, nlug the diverse mnitfc
vhich had to be ropidly incornorated into it, created o serious
troining problem. Zotween October 1943 zrd April 1944 the personrel
of this orgonization exnanded from 2,162 to 163,312 men distribuied
$hroughout some 960 units.l l'any of thege units were hastily actlvated
in the theater from reeently arrived casunls and therefore suffered
from o lack of trained personnel.?’ Other groups were trazrsferred
directly from Lin Tighth Adr Toree, Vhile the lotter wers mors eox-
nerlenced, thelr froinin: vas based on modes ol thouzht forned in o
stratesie air forece ond was not always applicable Ho the probleus
of 2 ftoetieal organiza'bion.s Soms unlis arriving from the United
States contalned well-trained smeclalists, but by far the greater
nusiber vho arrived in England could only be descrlbad as "raw® from
g nillitary point of viei-:.4 Pralning, therefare, was o vitol necessity
if these heterogencous elements were to be forged into the necesssry
degroe of mobillity and flexidility required by a taetienl air force.

The firat sben foward the organization of an instructional
nrogran wns btatea on 8 lovember 1945,9 4 training nemorandum of
that dote orderad each eocxond to provide the trainins needed by ite

men ond ezlled for o weeZly revort or nrogressz, Sralanlng and
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Onerations Section, Ilinth Alr Force Headauarters, was to surervise
thla orogran with speeizl attention to owerational instruetion.
Techniecal training becrnme the narticular tes: of the IX 4ir Service
Oonuond exeent for certain subjects vhich were consldered a part

of Intelligence and werce natur~lly handled br thnt secticn.s The
prime immortance of mobility vwae fally recomized, and subseouent
directives froa headguarters reguired thot all comuands be prepared
to move ot o moment's notlice and thot gpeclal mobiiity exercises e
included in 2ll training programs.?

As ingtructionsl procedures developed, they tended to £13 into
two genercl clastes: (1) indoctrination and instruction for officers
end men immediately won arriving and nricr $o permancnt assiznnent:
ond (2) "in service® training conduetod by the comrands for the
benefit of thelr own assigned verseonnel., The trainlng of new nen
beran imrediately wpon debarzotion vhen thery vere handed a boolklet
entitled "Information for Incoming Tnits)! lgsued 3 iJoveaober 1943,
Trig monual contoined portinent foots on the organizetion of the
Uinth Alr Force and syecinl informntion on conditions in the
thea‘aer.s Sccurity lecbures for officers wero scheduled within 24
hours after arrivel, and within ithe firet veelr intelligence officers
wvere sont to an orientation course on indelligence proceéures.g

For those in lover echelons prelinincry treining wos more inten-
gsive, Deing teged on a 7-dey weel with a minimim of 44 hours required
of each man, exclusivo of nighd flying.lo Ground units recelved

imnediate lsctuarce on nirdroue defensze, basic weapons review,

i ————
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vhysical trolning, defense cgninst naratroons, and defense ogaingt
chemie,l atﬁuck.ll Pilots! initlel training dealt with general air—
port and local fleld rules, Imglish flying rules, radio procedure,
spoelal safety imstructions, and aireralt rem)cni.‘l;icu:l.l:a Signal
and commmmnieations personnel received ingtruction in use of messare
centers and redio in tho United Kingdom, British telephone systenms,
and teleprinter procedure.

faturally the RAF, with its expjerlenced and highly developed
facilities, was of great heln to the Uinth Air Force and vas frequently
called on to open its special schools o American officers and tech-
nicians., Iypiecal 1s the way in which btraining for flyins control
officere was sob wo. Thege officers vere first sent to an onerating
RAT statlon for o fortnignt's orisntation and ovservation of procedurss.
Tnen followed & weelrs! training at the PAF Flying Oontroel School;
next, the men were returnsd to the RAF station for 3 weeks of onern—
tional practice, followed by o concluding 2 weeks ab an AAT station.lé

Intelligence likzeuwline dependedte o considerable extent on
British exporicnes, plugs sonme lectures by Ancricen instrachors. TUnon
reaching the Suropecn Theater, the intelligence officer was seat to
a8 gnecind indoctrination course lastinz from 4 to 10 days and consigh-
ing lorgely of lectures by British and Aneriean specialists.l5
Folloiding thie, he night De sent %o any one of a numbor of Britich

schools onened bo Americon officers, such as the RAT Intelligence

Sehool ot Higawate, London; the Ceniral School of Eecognition at
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Soubthnort; the Arourcd Vehicle Flgnting School at Dersget; the
Prigoner of Uar Zehool in Lonfon; and the Jeniral FPhoto Interpreta-
tion Zechool ot lintloex, Derbys’nire.la After completing hils prepara-
tory training, the officer would then ve assigned o o unit and would
contlme his training ub the commnnd's intelligence school where
cources on sach subjects as torged approoches, geogreanhy, flalk, end
Ezps and mep-moking would be glven, Az the Intelllpcnes Recontion
liamusl stated, "the field of intelligence training is a Droad ons
ond one in vhich there can hordly be too much training. ut?
But the greatest amount of teaching woe done afber clpssifiention
and asslgument by the various coamands themselves., Only by an inves-

tication of the training offorts of such organissbtions esn the extent

and variety of thig nrogram in the iinth Air Foree be revealed.

Alr Service Commznd., The Zradley Plan had savisaged snecific,
gpecialized service units, corefully orsonimed gnd trained in fhe
United States for their particular tasks and transported to the
theater intaet and ready for action.ls Actually, nany of these urits
were not allowed to leave the United Stabtes beczuse of insufficient
training, but since the need for service orzanisatlons was acute,
they were ofton activobed provisionally in the theaber and casuals
asalgned to them as fnet ag thor were e.vaila‘ole.lg These service

unite rapidly tool shnne, therefora, but frequently they were under-

monned and almoat always lecked the requicite skills for their

e ¥
¥
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diffienlt tasks. In some eages, reclassification nrocedures in the
theater relleved the situnbtion, but tae basic need was for a nrogran
of intensive training throughout the comuand and this was soon under-
talzen by the Personnel nnd Yralinings Division.

4ib the end of Ocboover 1943 men werc sent to Dribtish salvage units
Tor o 30-day eourre of ealvans troalning. Inestrucetion in tire gnotting,
notor vehicle waterproofing, 2nd nobile reclamntion and repair was
being glven in various groups by the beglnning of Zoverber. ILater
in the month, training in mines and booby trane vas staried, but
instruction proceeded rnbher slowly and had t9 be supplemented by
courses ab gome of the British schools.™

On 6 Decemwer 1943, Col, Stanbon T. Salth wos nlaced at the heazd
of a nevwly formed Praining Division in the command, It was divided
into four training sections: (1) physical training, (2) technical
training, (3) suonly, ond (4) goecialist (militory) training.?l Mo
speef up this work, moblle teams of instructors wero instituted who
traveled from unit to wnit surervising instruction =2né nokting denon-
strations. Thus a traveling school of P-DLl meintenance specialists
coordinated worir in this field throughout the commond, %% In order
to glve equal experience in renzlr vorli:z to the moblle reclamabion
and repair squodrons, they were rotated throush the wvorious soir denots
g0 thnt each man night have an omportunity to do his »narticular renair

job on an alrnlone demnged in zcbaal combatb.
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In spite of these efforts, a survey of the IX 4ir Service Command
training focilities made in Jamuwory 1944 choved that only 50 per cent
of the requests for training were being net.24 Shortly afterwards
a sorious ghortage in shect metal workers was revealed,=o Although
men vere being sent o the Bosic Sheet Hetal School (vritish) at
weston for & 9-weel:r course and a speeinl school for sheet metal worl:
was instifuted ot each of the tactical air depots, this shorbage con-

tinued info Anril. 36

Another training survey nade in llareh showed
continuing deficiencies, and as a result USSTAF finally save the
1X Scrvice Command a first priority on all ovailaole technieal trein-
ing fecillties for the next 10 veelks so thot an adecuate swoply of
bacles couwld be trained for Guty with serviee uni’ssx.m
Hotulthotanding difficnlties, llareh vas a nonth of great exman-
sion in the commend's treinlng nrogram. 4An "on-the-job! training
projoct was started to suoplenment the work of the technical schools
and meet the deficiencies brought out by the survers of Jamuary and
I.fa:c'c:h.28 On-the-Job instruciion was offered in such fields as sheet
metal work, anbomotive equipment mechonies, zireraft sloetrical vork:,
and aireraft insbrumont specialist worl:, Ro famlliarize British aond
Arericon mechanies with Allied cquipment, reeiproeal truining in air-
eraft maintencnce was introduccd. Arrangenonts were mode for avorori-
mgxbely 800 RAT mechanies fo recelve training in the servieing of

Americon nlznes, vhile 120 Amerlean technicians received instrmiction

in the maintenance of British siveraft.Zd
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Some truer eoxpanies had begun their Wbattle-wige! trzining as
eorly oo I‘e’bruary.so In llarch additlonal units nraciiced maneuvers
and recelved instructions in proporation for D-day., On 15-16 larch
a gesial serios of lectures on overseas movement was slven to all
unit commandsrs and S-4's. The followlng subjects were covered: St
1. Prooless involved in planning an overseas movement.
Srigndier Genoral Riddell (Sritirh Unr Office)

2. Tronmenortation problens involved in o shoert sea voyage.
Brigadler General Posa (S08)

3. Adr Corps supply system in o far-shorc movement. llajor
Crunder (Plens, Hq, IXATSO)

4., Icmding eraft and thelr use. Colonol Henriques (BEritish
Arzy Troop Joumand)

5. Preporation of unmlits and organizations for oversess

movenent. ILieutonant Colonel Greon (IXATSC)

The climax of this "battle-vise¥ training was SCOIEIRALG, an
erexcise for all commands in the vaternroofing ond landing of motor
vehieles, This exercise, whieh began on 19 Aoril and continued for
several weels, lanvolved 55 unite, 667 vehicles, and 2,568 mcen.33
The historiecal officer glvee an account of a trpiesl "run® which he
witnessed during the excreise. Tno porticalcr wnit widch he observed
wag sent 0 a morshalling area 15 niles west of Southhampton. The
Tirst day vas spent in uvatching the waterproofing of other wehicles,
and the nexb dor the group went into action, After beiny loaded on
LC%'y at the Eoyal Locln, the units wers moved down the coast in the
mornlng cnd anchored offshore in nbout 3 feet of water. The wehieles
then elid dowm the gong vlanlzs and plowed throuch the surf to the

bea.ch.53 Fron this training excrelse 1t was lenrned that mony wits

were not reot fanilisr with nrocedures in prepzration for overseas
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sovonent and & videmnrerd imovledte of vaternroofing wos ctill to be
. o4 n .
cehieved, Athoush much hod been done by the IX Service Commgnd,

a full mroprom of trolning ¢iill 1oy chead.

Croop Carrlor Corvwnd. Acide froa the evacuntion of wotienbs from
northern Ireland and soms Ifreiht transnortation, the Rroopn Corrler
fommond encnged in vroctienlly no operntions until Dwdsy, =nd this
cave then on adwatoge in treining nob shared by other orgmnizations.
It may Ye sodd thot frou 1%s actlvation unbil 6 June 1944 the enbire
higtory of the cownend uas largely one of training.

During Wovember 1942 a preliminury trin to lorth Afries wae
mode by Brig. Gen. B. T, Glles and a grouw of officers to study the
wors of the Yroop Corrier Comnond there. Soceizl attention was mald
to units encamed in treining moneuvers involving large-seale glider

e
exerclseg ,‘"5

and sizller owerctions were loter introduced in Fngland,
A fielc order of 2 Jovesher 1943 ordered the E£0th “flup to urdertere
Tull-reale troining miss:ions,zs znd on 18 Tlovenber iroon corriers and
rlidcrs of the wing corried the 10lst Alrborne Troops in a rehezrsal
of eross-Chonnel onere=tions.57

In Decenbar, the omerciions kmoim ng Fresinentszl coudnt tecn
cxorcinen® bern, Tasse vere clrborntely wlomned exercires involwing
as meny of the battle btechmiques of eir treansrortation as possible.
e divective for these moneuverg nreseribed the folloving, regulntlons:

1. Zoibfinder sirersft and ground crews o enmloy F/ I Grynton

1i;0bs, Delin lisktbs, suoke bowbs, colored flares, Aldis
lorms, gud Tery wietole,

N A RIEIEN ;
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2. Bmoke to oe lzld by slreveft coverir: the armrosches to
cerrier wlunes and landings of norsbroops and glidera.

3. Ompeorctione to employ conbined norntroons and gliders,
L.e. tuss corrring woratrooners, e

&, Tigat re-supply missions to be underteizen.®

FProer wer pomes ond exerciscs Guring the nonth revesled a need for

zore efileient cicff nlanning, better commanicabions, and in general,

G
epore pracklce in £ll operciions connected with cirborne londings.
Iuring the conctent parctroop snd glider troinin:: exerceigee, the day

of 20 Degcezber 1943 ctonds out as bigborienzlly irmortcnt since the

cormend's £first genvine omerational miession tool nloce on that date.

Tio nlanes of the coumand evaeunted notiente from ldirberry, Irelond,

t0 Persihore, Englmcl.é’o Henceforth, these trips were a rerulor feature
of Troon Carricr Comwnd's oebivities.

Sithoush severely harpered by adverse vonther conditions,glider
toves end morsbroon drops were continued in Janurry ond Februsry of
194—&.41 vith the advent of £ligntly better venther 1n llareh, as well
o8 ou lwerense ln wlits and personnel, training in the comaond vas
conasidercbly oxvonded. The colendar of the 435tk CGrour gives an
excollent iGeoc of Troon Corrier tralning cetivitien ot thle fine:

2 lioreh: 12 ofc and one Pothfinder ofc in night porstroop
drop (troopers siruloted)
Iaren: 12 e./c with other soucdroas in o re-suomly aission
lloreh: 3 a/c forratlon fiying, two hours thlrity seconds
12 Umreh: meratroon jumm: 79 troowere
16 loreh: 13 ofe in porcdrop misglon; ME troope ond 72
naronecits
: porcdron vdidh capineers ond sowe Lritisch unite
rehy  monouvers oond noaradrons for Ghwureuill, Disenhover,
end guente
25 larch: 11 ¢fe in & group miscion, drepping 123 troops, 3
mortars, L bugsy, ond 2 bundleg of roclt—-z fotel of
200 pourds

-~z &2
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27 lmarch: 10 ofe an& 10 glidore; tov formntion morning and
aftornoon~

She wings corried on exerclsce with larger units. €On 15 llarch,
gome EQ planes vorticipated in exercire WHEUSY vith the 6th Airborne
Tivision of the Home ¥orees (British). At 2000 Sritich Steondard Time,
the ailreraft took off and flew to the drovning sarce near Winterbourne
Stolzes whore unlts were successfully dropwmed., Altitude was E00 fo
G00 feet vith a juming snecd of 110 miles ner hour. The exercise
took plece on o very derk night with no visible horlcoon, and zlthough
the tropplng zone uns lighted with o W0 of vhide 1lights, thie could
not Te seen by the pilots., EHovever, the use of o green C 3 lamm

3 4
galded the plomes to the prover orea. 3

0n 20 izrek an wonsually
ragsive operation cecurred involving 272 plones and LE4 Horeco gliders;
elthoush tke plance reachcd the dropping zone, conlitions there pre-
vented ,ju:gpins.‘m
These troining operctions revenled ithot thoe need for extensive
prectice in alrborne movements was £1ill great. Turing the first
& dave of lizreh, the 534 Troop Carrier \ing ren toree missions,cll
of which werc adjudged uncuccessful. %% On a bandle~dropning mlssion
10 llarch, the 434th Groun completely nigged the 'I:a:mc_;e’s,46 while &
flider mlgeion o fer dayr laber sghoved noor dlsversel of glirlers.47
In Aoril, training overctions vere greatly extended., Increased
nuzbers of airborre trooms, both glider end wer: chute, were Gelivered

to drovping aress in doy and nighd mameuvers.és Technloues esmecially

emphagized in the accelerated treining of the command were formation

tt P Y s PR E. L
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ishts, tame-offs acd londings with overloads, dead recioning, znd

4
nacent -nd degecent dtaroush the overcast."g Vith the establichment

[»)

fa IX Iroon Carrier Advanced Hecdouarters at Station 456, it
vae anpoerent o all that the ponl of thelr trelning efforts was nob

far off.

Dighter Gorwmond. 'Io. gbtimulote the interest of the men of the Fighter
Comnand in trolinlns exerclses, the exoression "eombat drill? vas
gubstituted Tor tke over—viorked and uwnmopular bverm “trainlngt Direc-
tives for ecombot drill were then iggued in the form of field orders
to heighten the illusion of combab activlties.ao On 24 liovember 1943,
exercipe 38 vus held to train headcuarters porsonnel in setting w
cnd operating o field commsnd post. Luring the exercise, enphesis was
nleeced on mobility and effective commmications. ITxercise TRUNIZEOLOTD
was tke apnronriate nome given to ar oneration for the training of the
all-imortcnt venther wmlts. Betveen 12 and 20 Decesber, o comtat
teanm of five wenther unite in the Tield vorized the wenther met Ty radioe
anfl, b providing womther service for forvard echelon air force unite,
eimuleted weether wnit opcrctions tehind an szdvancing combat frent. a
To malze he command .aovile for field operatione with ground
forees, a mobile onwcrations bean wos oreated Vil 25 Jovembor under
Lt, Gol. 2oy J. 3tecizer., Thig was not so much z senarate organization
as it vas a novile forward echelon of headguzrbers. It was made up
of a cadre of 1& officers ond & nen, resrescnbting the staff seetions
of hesdquorters thet were concern d vith operations., To simulote ficld

conditions, the Wlbile Ovns,? ac it wans celled, sob up cams in the

e o R A

5,
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woeds adjuacent to tie [dddle Uzllop zirdrome, wlta officers living
in vong, oné enliested men in tents, The tean was cowpletely self-
rurficient with its ovn kitchen and trucig. Iuring Deceuber, tle
liobile Cps seent wogt of ite dime Duilding ecomp, gettinyg its equipn-
ment, organlzing ites sectlions, and trgining ?zersonnel.ﬁ

“ith the coonerction of both the Iighth Aly rorece and the
RAF, trairving: for fighter pilots was instituted enrly in Iovember.

On the  5th, one of the training officers of the Zighth vislted

Yinth Tighter Headouarters to assirt in gebticg uw a gystem similor

to that used by the :'u*.’aghi:.h.ﬁ3 The basic traiping neoorandim nrovided
for nilot instruction in maw reading, R/T procedurc and homing
nractice, Tormsotion flying, instrument fl:ring, individual sterm
attaczs, novigation, alr-to-ground firing, asrotaticrs, eir fishting,
cearchr foruontions, cloud fiying, acir-to-gir firing, sauadron formations,
2ich~gliitnde clin® $o 30,000 fech, low Llying, Tombing nractice,

nisht flying, ond rendesvounsg —migeionsg, :

Ground scihool training in the command specificenlly regulred
clogsees in sirdrome control, air-gsea rescue, dinghey drill, security,
study of rosniecs, and nrisecner of wer interrogation, o8 Hovigators
rere required bo be proficient in cross~country flying, nlght flying,
reteorology, shooting technioues, cennon, machine puns and ammanition,
and '0571'o‘bec]:a:aics.56

Intelli;ence training in the Fighter Corrnnd stressed briefing

of varicus types of nmigglons, and numerons officers were sent to the

sl
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bignth Fighter Comrond Orientation School and the FAF Zscame and
Tvoslon Schiwol at Elghrote, ~herc such subJects os seourity, vriefing,
ceogroniy, nriscners, recosanition, combabl reworts, orponization of the

|
EAF, end orgoanization of the GAT were studieci."a'?

After tkis thoroush
nrepcretion, intelliyence officers were alloved a vweeitls obeervetion
pericd at an Sipghth Adr Yorce statlon before belny assipucd to a Yinth
Tighter unit.

Guring: to o shortege of "reconV pillote, it was considered desiraonle
to plve this braining to fighter pllots who could be used in recon-~
soigsance vhen necessary., Daring Februnry ond Jlorch men from the
Plghter Command vers cenbt to s speeisl sechool ab 3tation 44¢9 with
pilots of the 67th Tactlcal Feconnalssance Group as instructors., Whe
cuvject natter covered Included map reading, loi: and medium—~level
navigatlon, basic orgsnization of enemy forces and thelr tzchics,
organization of the U. £. Army, accurate reporting of T/E migsions,
and beeties of reconnnicsance missions. Cne fighter pllot from each
squndron was to be ascigned to this school, and beginning with Tebruer:
it was exmceted to train a ninimum of six pilets per course., The
pilote in tralning were expreted to furnish their own plenes and

5g

crev chiefs.

The comerience of the Uinth Air Force in the 1dddle Zest and of
the Suelfth in llorth Afries hod shown the great value of alr-zround
coonerchion. At o comoaratively early perlod in the hiztory of the

IX Fighter Comvind, preparction was mede for both theoreticel mndprecticel
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treiniag . in these toeties. A% Iinth Hezdguorters, 4~3 arrcased a
gerles of chort lecture cowrsen, B8ix of these were gilven throughoub
Leccmber of 1943 ond Janucry cnd Februcry of 19‘}1;60 they vere

. attended by officers from inth Alr Toree Headavorbers ond the
corzend headquertere, commonding genersls of corps and divisions of
the pcround forces, cpeclally selected staff officers, air licison

officers, ond various oy U.S. lovy ond RAF _nersozmel.sl

The course
fiven 24-20 Jomuary 1944 1s esveclally significant, not only beczuse
of the diversified gubjeet mottcr, dubt also vecouse of the immosing
"factlby? that gove the lecturcs:

0rigin and role of the Winth Air force," Lt. Gen. Levis
H. Brereton

tThe prineicles of eir susmpori,’ Iisutenont Colonel
Iarooque

The orpnnization and operstion of the Alr Susport
Commond, ! 1&aj. Gen. I R. Luesadn

Panctioning of radar in air sunmport,! Lieutenant
Colonel Garlond

THchter cnd figater/bomber operations,” Colonel Stecrer

Uehe orponicotion oand operation of medivm bombardment,”
Brig. Gon. Sommel 1. Anderson

e orpanization and operction of the Alrborne Divieion,!
iaj. Gon. . C. Lece

HThe orgonization and operction gg the Troop Carrier
Commznd, " Bris. Gew. B, F. Giles

. Ileonwhile, actucl training in air.ground tactics was velng

carricd on ab almost the sume time ot thoe factiecl stations. Brig.

Gen, =iwood R, (uesads sot uwn o $roining covrse in bombing for fishter

o ommmem e mw o et = d
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pilote as o prelivinnry to using some fighter wnmite ag fighter-
vonbers., The cource called for two weelg of concentrated bombing
practice ner tactiesl growp. Each nilot vas to o on five dive-

and flve lou-level Dombing missions; znd each squodron wag to nnfer-
talze threo dlve- or plido-bonmving migsions as o un.i.t.63 Some @iffi-
culties vere encomtered in getting firhter rromms off powber-escort
pissions loms enowsh to undertake this troining, bubt at lost some
vere released, oné in larch ond Avril ingtructions proceeded amproxi-
mately as scheduled, wilth the 365th I'igchter Groun the first unit to
be given the courge.

The prrivel of the 4224 Tight ¥Yighter Squodron posed o Gifficult
nrovlen For the Flrhter Comurnd gince the Hinth had ensaged in no
night operntions after rezching Inglind. Arrangenments were finally
eade for an RAT lizicon staflf of cxwerienced night fighters to be
sttached to the squadron during its troining veriod, and this
agsictance nroved o ve of grent benefit. °

In llreh the commeond estobliched cloger relstions vith the
Pwelfth Air Force in Italy in order to bring irto ite fralning the
lescons of actusl battle exverience in air-ground c:.oope:t‘a.t:l.on.66
Qfficere of the IX Tiphter Command vere scnt to Italy to observe
fichter: working vith o .ad forees mud thon brought baeci: %o asasist in
trazinins,  Tomeciclly importint in this commection was the 1111l ield
School for low atfaciz, This truining center 1z2s o Zritich instifntion
uwged by the Allled Iimeditionary Mr Toree to vor’z ound the best tactlics

ond toehniqueos in dive boubing, srouné strafing, cnd roehet-orojectile

L om memeww # Y
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attaclkn, 2oth Jritish ond Ameriecan nilots vere brought from the
Italicn theater to serve og instrucbors, and vhen the first Anerican
trzinees beran to arrvive in larch they wers placed under the conmand
of fol.irthur Salisbury, o bombardment exmert brouchi fo the school
0 act az advisor on fighter bozioing, INinth Fighter nilots studied
prinelples of bombing, and ran practice miscions agninst bridges,
locomotives, Hrucke, and fankze. Taey olso prachbiced strafing atiness
on convoyg. After ench "dry run,? o eritlique would be held at which
the pilots wvould discuss the tnctics of thae nigeion and point out
mistalzes that hod beecn made. Pllots selected for this school vere
usunlly genlor prownm omerations officers, squudron commomders, and
flicht leaderz. Clocces were Ho lost aboub 3 wveells vwith aporoxiontely
G0 nilots in a class.67

Braining wos intensified with the arrival of better -ieather in
Aoril. As rony wdits as could be relecged frou current aperntlons
practiced dive and glide boubing, lov-lewel sttnelg , recomaiszonce,
night fiyinrs, lov-lovel navigstion, coatinaous natrol convoys, znd
saolze lc.ying.ss Serlous englne trouble ip the P-3S8'g, however, re-
torded Yo o considerable extent the troining of the 370%h Fighter

-
sroun, 99

The 4224 snd 4234 Tigat Flghter Squadrons suffered an even
more serious hondiesn in their troining actlvities: they had no
plonoes, nor haf any indicotion been recelved frou the United States

os 0 vhen addibional night f1lyins aireroft would e forthcn.:zing.'m

By the middle of Anril the initial phnse of Tirhter Comnend
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training vos ovaer: however, in-sarvice and on-fhs-jod instruction
in nony subjects conbinued, and wlans were made Vo conbinue this

indelinitely.

Bomber Com—npd, Oulng to tho freb th t the 8th Zoabardment Ving
(formarly the 3d Borbordment Wime, VI1I Alr Swmort Command) had
been onerationnl sinece Iny 19&3,?1 extensive training in the I2
2omber Comannd €314 not begdn until the arrlvnl of relatiwely lnex-
nerienced units. The bosle directive for troining vas issued 15
Tecember 1243 4o cover the period frox 1 January to 28 February
19415_.73 Tae wmurnose of the direetlve wae 19

serve s & gulde for wnit commanders in surfalning training in

conjunchion with and in furthersnge of actusl omersiions. It

wreseribes fralning requirsments which muat be underteaizen by

all anits unon eomnletion of the training proserived in Winth

Zodber Conuand llenorandun S0-3, £ Pebruary 1943,
Bomber crews were te moke gl posclole use of Link snd vorious other
treiners, iavolving bombardment, gunrery, naviocation, =nd reecosnition.
onmbat wing comzonders were to hove gemeral supervision over irolning,
tub most of the tvox’t was carricd on in the grovwns by grow tralning
sectlons, counoned of nine officers snd 29 enilisbed men er.ch.?é

Under the gmwervision of these sechtlons, an abbermt wos made to
rive new pilots 73 houvrs $raining, Dombardier-nuvigators 83, punrers
58, and rodio onerctors 80 hours, oo colled for by the 0ld TMinta
Bomber fommond fraining &irec'bive.?s Cn 17 Degorfoer 1943, o dueic

gunnery progran was set uwn vith o defiaition of minimua sumnery

requirenents Loy varticlpation in coxbvat miscioms. Fais was to

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

-

mzize possible the treining of additlional smuer- to be selected frem
cround crew and offlce vpersonnel.
Tew wnlts begnn o arrive in increasing numbers after the first

of tho year, 77

and since they vere wnfamiliar vith flying techniques
in the theater, varlous trainin- nemoranda were hurriedly published
by the cormnnd fto ceguaint the newr officers vith the necded informa-
tion, Training leasrandun 50-3, dated 30 danuary 1244, coverzd ground
treining, British flying procedures, and formation i‘lying;'?s and. for
the benefit of navigators, =1l prooleus comnected with navigetion
in fthe theater ware fully covered in llewnoe BI-7——-z monunl of 71
paf;cs.?g

zut pubdlicatlons alone do not constitube o training nrogran.
Jor overntions e comylliested and involved as aerinl boubhardzent,
intensive areporqatlon in gwecialized schools is essential, and for
this the IX  Joaber Comunnd durned $o the ZAY., The British Central
Cunnery School of Sutton 3ridze offered one course Jor pilots and
another for flexible guaners; it uasg howed that ell gunnery officors
of the Uinth Air TJorce vould have received tralning thers by the
end of Ji.p::'i.l.sCJ The R4S Bchool of Army Cooperation offered courses
for ecomumnding officers, wing snd groun commanders, and wing 3-2's,
8-3's, end grouws 8-2's, TFrom Decomver 1943 to soril 1944, 65 places
were reserved for amerlczns, snd Gencrcls Srereton, Straha, fassads,
and Andercon were amony those vho a.t'bended..al The Air-Ses Eescue

School nt Blacinool cnd the Jentral Fisht Vislon School at Umser

Heyford wvere also avall:ble 0 a small number of Avericwns. The

]
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Svecialized Ingtruetors' School of Lov Atfac: nt Ilifield, olthoush
largelyr devoted $o fighter-bomber problens, was alss utilized by
goic of the IX Lomver Jommond becouse of its insgtruction in Loy
level b:)::z‘b::rﬂmez'rl'..83

By the end of Jomuary 1944 troining in the comnand was so ad-
vonced bepond the prelinimary stzje that nractice bombing overations
could be uwnderta’zen in swomort of assomlt troons establishine a
beachhend asminst o theorctlesl eneny. Slanton Sands, Devonshire,

~

was frequently ussd for these operations.

& training survey nmade in llarch, vhen traianing hod been in
effcet about 2 monthg, showed thrt prosress uvas Delng rede vith the
older grouos bub not alweys with the newer arrivals. Conbat crewvs
Just beeore oporabional vore not yeb solidified into smooth-vorking

teans. 54

Gunners needed greater fanillicrity vith the zone system of
Tiring, znd new radlo onerators had not yet fully mastered the comlex
elguel sot-un in the aree..85 The nerforamonce of inesperienced flight
and box lenders wos considered unasctigfoctory, ond ¢omumnd headounriers
me conecerned over & "lovered level of oroficiercy' in bonmbing
o-oerr-_tions.% Anparently overatlons were cubting too extensively into
training, and to counternct this, nuthority was obtaincd from Iinth
Alr Toree Headouarters on 9 llarch %o reduce the wressure on indi-
vidual 3-38 ererrs. Henceforth, only 30 sircraft vere o be zirborne
ner grouwy ner idsslon, oxcent for & moximm offort. In such an

abtacz, 5% bowbers nmicht be used, Seventy-five nlanesr wera sel as

the aaximua numbder of nlanes to be sirborne during the doy, and thls
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wolicy was folloved throughout theo month excewt for the nmission
87
arainet Ijonuiden on 26 Moreh 1944,

The results of this operation caused o certain amount of Gig-
oomointzent at Dinth Alr Foree Eeadounrbers. The adtac!: hod been
mnde in prent force nominst German I-bont wens, ond 340 !nrauders
had nsartieioated, Lobter nhoto reconnaissance revealed that the auount
of darmnge vas not as grent as hod been antlelsnted, Ihe pens were not
seriougly daumnted, ond ¢ coffordam nenydy wrs not bre:ched in enite
of receiving four direct hita.gb £fter the cffort exnended to brins
cbout a neubtralizntion of the target, Genersl Brereton raguesied tant
the Bouber Comznnd undertote an investlizatlon of errors mnde during
the sttacs. B

The resgults of the inguiry showed thnt ineorrect wind datz, plus
the fellurs of the lend bombardicrs to rechec: thelr meieorolesienl
information vhile nowring the target, wore prime causes of tae homb-
ing feilure. Other foetors were o loct of coordinafion among nerbers
of individual crevs, o slaczeninz of concentration vhen the wenthor
ung pood, and hurried and inguffieient ooxd ms.go

L8 g rogult of this miscion, 1t is mot surnrising thot Head-
cuarters, . inth Alr Foree Cemonded Un Lirst meiority on doylicht
borbing proctice. lfgl Henceforth, X somber Corwnnd reouwlred thed
sbripn nhotorromhs of bombing runs be tuwrned inbto headquoarbers vithln

o

92
2% hours ofber cormletinn of & rnigcion. A1l eormanders were in-

strucved to stress vombardiler-navipgobor teocrrrorizs, vith consvant
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rechecking of wecther datn ond tho use of the 263 comutber. Jher.-

evor possiole, mediun bomberas reburning home frosz a mis~lon were o
emzoge in przetice bomb runs before the vlancs were renrmed for the
next operation.gé

At the end of llareh, General Anderson went to Ituly to study the
exmlorneont of mediuam and lisht bomberz i the lledijerranern Thester
vith & vieu to immroving the Uinth'e vombing rccord, 99 On his
reburn, he advocabted more eareful seclection and training of lead
erews, greater exphasis on the offensive spirit in briefin;, ruth-
lege elirination of ineorpetents, ond more carefnl cheching of wind
date. by leod bomberdiers and aovigators. He alco recommended that,
prior to D-day, the comzond be acsigmed bridges as torgets to deter-
mine tholr bomwing ameeurncy, thnt crea group have tarse wractice
oombing runs arninst bezches, and thnt four of the oldest growms be

[+

romoved from ozerations for 1 weor's nrnetice before D—Cﬂ}’.ve

rrogrecs vos made, otut it vas glovr, and thore were setbache.
Ag a result of a renort subnitted 10 Anril on bombing errors of the
&94%h and 344th Growns, Genernl Srercton stated that the bombiag of
these rrouns choued "poor leadersiip, lachk of asrressiveness, in-
proper tactlices ond techniques, and o loek of traiuning or a wroper
aoplicction of these elewents. w97 1y was then decided to renove old
pomb groups from operations for o peorisd of 1 weel: where additiones)

trodning seesed lnmperztive. The first srowm o rec-iv  thls exbrs

treining vas the 3234, vhich hod been operctionzl since 15 July 1945
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and wor bBeglnning to show gigms of wor«wearivess. Preclicion boxb-
ing vee emphagized in this trairing and crevs vere encourcged to be
clert in correceting errors and tho sources of errors. Zy the end of
Aoril these efforts beron to besr frult, ond the bombing of the

- . . e
1Z Zomber Commond oegen to ghov marked irmrovercnt. &

angipnecy Copropd.,  Althougd this comnend was not formally activnted
wntil 30 lareh 1944, umits of oir engireers begon training: for in-
vaslon cperations as ecrly as Uovember 1943, walle nt the gore tire
they enrricd on construction jobe., General treinins subjects for 211
growos ineluded whirical edueniion, c¢lore order drill, mar reolirg,
defenre agsrinat chexienl attoe, wnter-sroofing, motor eonvoy, minec,
nooby trame, bivoune end assoult trairing, ccoubing and mobrolling,
comouflage, ant 1l unit comont nroblems. ¢ A tine ond Boobr Sron
School vas orgoaized by A-8 vith o course lasting 1 wee}:,]’Ol and o

-

mmeclal comouilage sehool ves instituted to plve officers sove iden
X - . . . . 102

of the bacic clements of $his art and their annliertion in the Tield.,

wherever nosritle, unitc of the comuond werc sent on ewmeelsl
troinings exercises such as the 3-Goy field oxercise (23-26 llareh)
ubleh ecormleted the formal trzining of the 318th Ingirecr (Avn)
Zattallion. In cddition to scrving as o dasic inf-ntry refraesher,
this exerclsc involved the firing of weanons of werious tynes, the

1ater-mroofing of wehicles, ond setual wartieimntisn in embar~tion
- = . -

ond Lo2dinz 9% In the vords of ke uwnit hictorisn,
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The stntic conditiong of the mrecedlng yenr were discarded cnd
t2 a grect exiont, the degired moblility of & vnit of thir tyme
tue acnieved. 3Bivouzeins and training in the L£ield, and, last
but not least, movledge of the bad and the goof of the ¢!

and ' rotions 2ll helwed to mokte the wnit & wore vell-rounded
ono.

Larse~seele ficld ond woblllty exereisce. As the time for invosion
Gérew resrer, treining exorclees inerensed in eive and scove, Iloet
of tiese omerantions were corducted in the field under condltions

thot reprotueed as necursntely as poscivle the netucl inveslon tuchics
tud problems. In exercisc DWI, & simuloted invasion overction fron
londing; to beaech assavlt was staged along the soutk Cornuzmll and
Levonehira corct fron 30 Decerber 1948 to 4 Jonunry 194:-‘;.105 Un-
fortunately, toctical unlts of the ifinth Alr Force were nok nresgent
becatre of high priorlty overstionsl eomritmeate. It had been nlanned
tint o sgudron of the 67tk Reconnsiscomce Growp would enerate vith
the cround troops during DUCK, tut throush o micunderstonding, 10
Groun FA¥ refused to clear nlenecs into the area; b; the tlme this

confusion une resolved, wogt of the exoreirce hnd telten nlree, 106

L1-
thourh tzeticsl unite of the Pichter Coumnuand t-ere unadle to toke ad-
ventage of thlg oprortunity to wreetice with the sround forces, mony
Linth air Forec troops dil teize wart in the omeration. swnromizabely
€00 ren of the Tnsinecer, Tighter, snd Service Comwcnds, nius 258
trucke, vere landed on the veachiuerd, The exercise indicnted the
necd of ndditionnl coordinction between the Alr Forces and the Lavr,

clnce dvring the exborination ond landing many speeisnl fir Forcee unite

. 107
vere trozen um and their frosments widely scottered.
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Cn 1C Inreh o wrectic¥ cimhiblous leonding mown as exercise FOUX
uae held vwith Army end Jovy unlis porticiwm tins. Zad veatiuer pre~
venteh the 360th Fishter Croup from functioning as planned, bub
rore tmite of the C7th Fecomncleennce Growp Gld go out on miscions,
cnd some cir units went ashore vith the ground 'broo_ps.lcs Zxercige
2IAVIZ, B0-31 larch, proved to Ve o similcr overabion. Jsain dad
veather prevented thie fighter grouns fron simalsted dive-bombing
abtocirs on the beach, bud some valuowle legssons were Jecrned, It
oppecred that more detoliled proparctions were mnecessary, esmecilslly in
tne czee of communications betveen the hesfiquarters ship and aly unite.
Linigson betireen the Army cnd the IX  Air Susport Cormnnd was not
&o0d, znd it was believed thot the Invy showed & lack of knowledge
of air motters peneral :;.109

<o aecount of troining in the Jinth LAlr Foree would be cormlete
uvlthout somc mention of the group noblility exercises. In conforrcace
lth General Brcroton's ingistence on flexibility cnd genernl nmobility,
Venorondum EQw3d wus iesued 23 ovember 1944 to nrovide the necessery
instructiones for exereises in gsudfon snd rapid novemond b commends
and hourcheeping orgrnizations., Dach combat and service orgonization
vac exnected to execute one move under such conditions as night free
it on the Continent arlter D-dey. Special prelininsry troining vas to

be institubcd by ench commond, srd when this vas commlete the unit

was to be alerted for o 7-Cay poriced during valch time the order to

wove could oceur ot angy uoment. Tihe first cchelon was to he ready
110

to move vithin 2 hours aifer receiving the order. Hovever, leci:

PO
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of tine, snoee, cnd equipment often internosed gerious difrieuliles,
ond 1l:tle wos done until the month of lureh 1944. (On the Bth

tad 9th, o scorles of letters written to commends from Ceneral
Srereton's hecdguarters ordered any chonge of stntion %o be tresied
ce an erxerclse in mobility., Oometizes these excrclises had nothing
to do with o stobion move. A unit nmignt endruck, nake o tour of the
counbtryeide, and then return to its own station,lll ut o for as
woscible coch move was bo imitebe o genwine nilitery situotion,
although o luelr of sufrieient Tronstoriction equinment scmebimes
nade it irmosslble te reoroduce unr condltions sccursately. Tor ex-
momle, the truck chortarc often rnde it irmoseible to carry oub
gscheduled mobility exorciseg., In this situvation, resourceful G.I.'s
vould staolze out a recteonsle on the ground, lobel it Msruelk,? and
nlace zn aopronriaste armount of moberinl on :i.‘n.ll3 Thug the exercise
vas of some value even if the actual .ove did not tolie nlace,

Yhe 1A Bombdor Corm:nnd rem into diffieuliies in olanning noves
because of o shortage of landin: fields. It hod becn crronced thab
firgt chunges of station shovld Yo made b the 323d cnd the 336th
Bomb Groung, but owing to the shortcge of awailable stations, it wos
finplly decided thot the $uo growms should merely exchonse 1191(15.113
Zach group woe divided into onm advanced nlr and ground echelon, cnd o
resr round eochelon: eauinnent uns dlvided in the scre wey. After
the move had vecen mede, sceh wnit oo to be nre-ared foxr o 10-day
stoy ot the nev fleld ond vas to {1y ot least one nission yiaile

avay Iren it reswlor bose. Tood Tor $he entlre move var %o e
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carried along by ezch grouw, since messing facilitles ot the stations
veres not to be used by the visitors., Thus o stbermt 1ns nnde to
. reoroduce the conditions under which mobile, tacticol bomber grouns
vould onerate after moving tc temmornry veses on the Continent. In
addlition to tae 3234 ond 386th, exchnnren wore worlnnd out betueco
the 3226 and 387th, the 3%1lst ond the 344th, ond the 394th cnd the
£16th. There cxercisces in tihe Eonber Cormond begen on 21 lnrel pnd
vere foirly successinl, The omnimrescnt chortoge of trucks herdi-
capved tho cnbire exercice; roubes were souctines corelessly selected
and at timeg lgnored by convoys, bub on the vhole, tae exnerience
o valuahle.llé
weeguge of ite grect divorsity, ar woll as ite brocd extent, it
is diflicult to summarize the training orosran in the Uinth Air Zorce.
lauen hobd to ve done in o short tinme, and confusion znd dupiiestion
verce inevitable, Levertheless, some broad irendes of woliey con be
icolated, such ns the exmhasic on mobility. Constant dependerce on
the Imovledre of older and more esxperienced orponinntions in the
thenter wag snother basie poliey. itheout the heln of BAY ond
Zighth Alr Force persomnel nd the nuserous sneclal traizing: centers
in the Sritish Isles, tﬁe crouth of o taetical nir force in JE0
would. hove teen grecntly delryed, She use of training exereices,
renentlng so far ag nosrlble the actunl conmbot conditions thot the
. narticular orgonization might ernect fo neet durins and alfter
invagion, vnn a techninue of insctruction conrtontly emmloyed and might

be colled the basis of o1l tralning in Gencral Srerebon's comnond,

i = sl

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

p A

Doring 1943 the prooron was lorpely concerned with oroblems of
orgarization and plamning, The uwsucl vad vinter weather of Inglend
reduced activities to & minimm during Jonmucry and Tebruary of 1944,
I'nreh brougat more operctioncl doyo and congiderably lacroased
cetivity, but not vntll April azn the training nrogria be swld to have been
in full aying, I tant tine, mlstulzen were belns climlnoted cnd thsre
s a penorel luprovenont in the quolity of tralning. It is ecsy,
of course, to picir rlavs and sursmest izmrovezonds, bub i the treaen-
dous exnanclon of thce Ninth Alr Force during 1bs fires 6 months in
the Turonean Lhestor be borne in mind, one oon only nyureo with the
historian th3t115
the difficuliies ond provlens hercin recounted constliiute bub
2 oanll part of the yiebture of Minth Alr Force develooument,
On the tholo, the nrocsse has been remcriably smooth considering
itg commlexity. . . . Some of the nwroblens thoi h-wve beon re-
viewed eouwld have beca ovolded by better and enrller plopninge, . . .
Tor the woct nartd, hovever, the heodaches have been such s rre

practically inevitable to =0 lorge and commlicated n tos in a
foreirn thertre.
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Chapter VI

LIOEE ALR FORCIZ O2ZRATIONS, 318 COTOLIR 1943 L0 16 APEIL 1544

The first operntionnl couarltments of ths Linth Alr ZTorae in the
saronezn Yheabtesr were o pingt lending fields ned insiallations of
the Gerzom Air Toree vithin romse of the B-25., These sorties wer:
carefully synchronized with the znssive asecults vhich the Jifhth
iir Toree vogm delivering againect the aiveraft induebry deen in the
hezrt of the Zeich.

Yot only vas this volieyry in occcord ulth sound nir (10c:.‘t,z':l.z:l.e,"'3
but it also repraucnited the ansver to a tacticrl prodlex of inerens-—
inz seriougness in the wesbtern aoir wvar. he Gerzon fishter coamcnd
vas growdns ot on clorning rate and vos threctening the entire day-
1l:ht Dombing ofifenslive of the 23T, Shis inerease in fifiter mower
hed besn achieved br a charn reduetior in the nunber of Cerman boxbers.
Batveon Avgust of 19242 and foril of the folloing yeor, the esblo-ted
nwaber of these nlanes droomed fron 1,760 to 1,450, while fihter
nrofiuetion rose fron 720 o 810 mer month., If the trend wos allowed
to conbtimue uncheelned, Allicd z}ir cuthoritice Tocred o Cerncn fishter
strensth of 3,000 wlcnes vould be aveilndle to ommosge the Dombins
offensi-ra. 3

Teis expongion of German fighter wrodnction vns immedi-bely Jelt

in the “est, notulthsbendine the Eugeinn and e&iterromorn coomni ne,

118
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It w23 ectincbed that instend of the 420 »lonons vhick hod besn adeounte

in 1942 to defend the Felch over Urance anl Telgium, by 1943 the GAF

A

L

ung cble bo maintain 530 aireraft to oomome both BAT and AL, The
eriticel situntion is vell descrlied by the statement in the Comvined
5
Zomiber C{fenzive Flon whilcl was drawn uwo in Aoril 1943:
The Geraen Tighter force ig falting o toll of our forces both by
doy and by nicht, not only in terms of combat losses bad more
esweclolly in terus of reduced toetiecnl effectivencas. If the
Gerson fighters are mobericlly increacsed in number it is quite
coneeivadle thot they could malte our deylight donmbing unmrofit-
able and perhzps our wipsut bombingz too.
I% was therefore decided thot the "Gerarn Tifater strenzth au~t De
- . 6
congidered s on internedicte objective second to none in nricrisy.H
the destruetion of the Gerzom Tighter Command thercfors tecane
one of the major objectives of the combined Anglo-incricon slr forces.
Yo achiecve this objective operation FUINTSLAUL was orgnnized. This

-

reaaired bthe heavy boumbers of the Tighth Alr Force to mound aircraft

factories nnd assexsdly nl-nts anyhere in the Reiea, vhile the mediunmg
uere to cummord the henvles by attacting industrial tnrpets within
thelr range, os vell ag CG4F sirdromes ond landin: strivne in northern
frenec, Zelglum, ond HEolland, Since s worerful, seotive Gerasn vighter
eonriand oowld preatly incrense the hazards of inmvagsion, EUINISLALL was
vegsarded as an indisceasable nrelinminnry to OV-ELORD and, therefores,
vas 10 be presged hone with 21l cvallable forces in the foce of the

. atrongest owooeltion, As a2 motter of fnch, it wne hoved thint the

Germons vonld oppore FOLLLELALL with their entire alr force so tast

it could be wiped out in olr Babtlcs over the continent.
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The attoeks on Gorunn-held airdromes neur the Channel cozst
thiich the Conbined 3ombver Offensive assipned to 2ediun bombardwent
vere regarded oo eopoelally izportent. lost of theu: vere elther old
French Alr Force installaotions or vere owilt by the fermrns bdotween
1240 oand 1242 to econtein the entire Luftvoffe in cose of invasion
operationg agalnst ngland, Zxmerts estimated thut the Low Countries
and northern France conbained wore fields in rel. tion to ares then
sy other part of Zurove. Such Ttoses wswplly nossessed two or thrse

iisnersal arene, cnd emch vas o self-contained unit wiia reossir hangors,

~3

fuesl, and ammunltion stores. Here too, it uvns honed that Germon
Tighters vwould cone oub in Toree so that our air sumeriority could
te brougat to bear in vearlug them down. Undortunciely, as time was
to show, %he Goruon subhorlties were algo versed in oir logisties,
ond fher wore to uco thelr nlanes spariagly, ercedt where extrexzely
vital targets vere under attnel.

Xy the spring of 1943 the architects of the coulng air offensive
sealnst the Feich had formicoted a policey for the mediua boaber.
Zut althowh the general pieture of the eumloyument of this type of
vomber haod been drown, the zebunl technicues were yet to bde worised
out. The mothed of attues finally sed vy was bosed, as aluars, om
the advemioses and limitntlons of the tyve of alrcrnft cwnlleble.

The medium borber of the Bishth iir Toreo ot this tine was the
cleelr B-20, It hnd besn uged by the Tifth Alr Torce ns early s

Aoril 1842 in bombing Jemcnege olrfields, ontiaireraft iIngtellations,

‘
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cad chipning, Vhile some ctbachis on shing, notably in the Lismnre:
Sea cetion of Iirch 1943, were ande ot lov lovel, the averag
altitude for mediwa bonbing in thin aren tog 5,000 JTeet.
Vhea this bomber besan to arrive in Inglond as the veznon of
the 3d 2ombordizent Ving, it uos repurded by the alrerews vith mixed
feelings. It wos suvnmoszed to be a Yaot" nlan> andé dangerous in the
monde of an inoxperlaneed vilot. Although its wvork at lov and nediun
cltitules in the Pneific had been considercd good, some 4id not
believe it suitable for lov-level omeration in the LIC., This ooint
of vierr ima strongly expresced by llaj. Alfred H. von Kolnites, senior
intelligence officer of the 3224 Boxvardment Grow, in a memo to the
- . cus 8
comuanding genornl of the 34 ing on 30 December 1942:
It 1s obvious thrt 1f the nain agromlting forece attompbs to over-
vheln these Lijat fink inntellotlons oy sheer sveed ond evuslon,
assisted by sueh fire mower as it nlsght eflfectively deliver in
the fzmee of yell-orgoniszed ground defenses, then the nattern
of attac: haos folloved cxzectly the method vhich the crem-
eatieipated and coeinet waleh ther have set un their defenses.
That such an attne: would result in terrifie loss of 1ife snd
elreraft is indisoufable. liny instonces in ground coobat . .
have revecled thae futility of the mein nesaultiang force
dlgsipating 1ts strength in frontel atitaels asainst a stromdy
emplaced enedy, snd the oubeoss conld be enually disastrous in
low lovel bombing atice'=s seninet Light flolr instrllations of
the type now motn to e losabed unon fhe continent.
Dvidently the wing eommonder was not grently irmressed by this line
of reasoning Decsmse afbor the olr echielon of the 3224 Jonborisent
Group recched Inslond on 8 Irreh, it uas glven 8 weelin of troining:

9 -
in lot=level onerciions.,  Hovever, liajor von Zolnits persisted in

Lile omaocition to this type of atitael:, ond on 13 llareh he sent vhab
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rags practleslly a co3 of kis memo of 30 Deeemver to the ecommanding
officer of the 3324 Group.lo

arly in iny certain objectives in Hollend and northern France
wore cleored as "freghmen darsets! for the 3d Ifing.ll These included
various induatrisl inctallationg such as o chemlecl works, o eable
vorizs, & pover nlant, and o shinrard. Althoush the nome of the
1jrmoiden nower stotion does not awpenr on this first 1ist, it uns
this objective vhich was selected for the inltinl trinl of low-level
bombardment by the lnrouder in the Juronean Thenter.

Beforo ony action could be talen by the 34 Ving, the RAT nade
unsaccessiul abtac:s a;ninst this target on the 24 and 5th of .ay.
iney resorted henvy flalr and e target that was eviden$ly thorousuly
clerted, Cn 14 lny the initizl raid of the 3224 Growm %00k place
vithout cuccess, OFf the 12 nlanes involved, 1 ernshed on return,
tnd all vere d:maged.lg Since the rogsulits of the misszion wore incon-~
clusive, it wvas decided to trr a second nisclon on the 17Eh.

+4t this noint, llojor von Holnitsz made a fincl atte.st to con-
vince his suporiors of the dunrors involved in the hronosed attaels,

At OLZ0 on the norning of the 17th with the nmission only a few hours
avay, aerrascnted f final memo ontitled "Ixtrems Tonger in Contermlated
dosion," He argued thot after the BAF roids of 2 ond 5 llay, as vell
ag our attaciz of the 14th, the azis st Ijmuiden would nov be
thoroughly wreparcd and walting for more sorties scmimst then. Ee

urged that fighter cover Ve nrovided for tle mission, scying thot

e r _
~ - e B,
L L 4 - ~
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Hour Tormitions are tos loosely floun to hone for successful
resi-tance to fighter attach." Avvarcntly the mojor dsliversd his
meno in worgon bat found fhoe commnding officer of the 3224 siill
alnees vhen he arrived ot headouariers. Ee jucrefore left the meqo
vith a peneiled note stabing hi~ reluctones to ixize the coumendine
officer, and 2dded as a flnal postserint vith nroshetlc desmoration:
WTor Cadfs celio get Tihter ccm-er."’:l'3

Lnter that morning ot 1088, the misslon too: off as scheduled,
~lthoush 12 olrnes were assigned, 1 dld oot talke ofy, ~nd another
aborted, so the totul force owar the tarrets wns only 10, TUnon recch-
ing the Dutei const, it had been nlaaned that one-hnli the missgion
wvould atbac': the norer stotion st Ijsmuiden, wiaile the other elewent
would strite o sinil:nr torget in new-oy Haorlea., sonbing vne to be
corried of sltitudes of 100 to 200 feaez‘l;.lé Baglz oot the field, fround
crevs nervously awited the reburn of the nlmnes, 4% 1282, the
eotineted tine of arrival, nothing vas in sight, cnd in the congerve-
tive etateniont of tho nistoriim, iherc wos Ysvidence of tension on the
Ficldé. aL5 when no wlonesg hod reburned by 1830, watenecre ot the
rield were foced with the grim realigation that 21l the aitreraft bod
been lont.

wie story of fthe ftrngle Ijumiden raid dld not remain lon: o
myeshery. &4 fov doys lobter tuo cnlisted nen 190 hrd talten mort were
niclzed wy in the Chnmnel, r~nd their testimony cleaxly rovealed bt

und bopoened.  idle nany of the aireraft hod Deen shot down Dy the

s
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henvy and aceurate ilalz over the targebe, thore were otier foetors
involved in the foilurse of the miscion. Fhe story told by thess
tvo gurvivors indlevted wnoorly Sreoined, inexpericonced erevs froced
1ith o very 4ifficult sitution., The fornntion flying of the 10
plenes hod boen very bod, cnd 3 lnrauders hod collided mud gone Gown
in flexes. In the vords of 5/3pt. Goorge V. .Jillizns: YThe vhole
geecond formntion wos all screved uwn end scoatbered cfter they nmrered
throusn flaiz on the coast. Cinitein Crone aglted YWaere in the hell
are thoge ys golagt'Y The novipntlon hod been woor, ond evidently
the navipgotors hod beon dicturbed by the violent f1oz.  The togbimony
of 5%, Lesbor lUillern o tool: nart in the roid and was later
repatristed nltsr beiny ceoturcd by the Oermome,is wery clexr on
that poinb:
Continving thelr f1isht Sgb. liller hod the ixpression thot they
vere 'Tlubling around o bit' becouss he Leard over the inter-
phons Jol, Purdnton aelr, 'vhere 1s the targeii! Lt. Jefieris,
nnvigobor, onctered thot he 4id noit Mmov Tor sure. Sgt. Liller
then hecrd Ool. Furinton cel for the course houe wnd Lt, Jefferls
fove him o course of 270°%, Juct lhen Lt, Jefferie told Jol.
Furinton, 'Hold it & minmbc, I thins I see the toarget. Yes,
there it igt,
Unforturnstely, there 1s conciferable doubt thubt Lievbenunt Jefferie
cver 4id slgnt the right target.
Tollovin,: thic finsco, thke thole ouestlion of the use of the
2=23 voees once more under disevarion. Cn 21 llngy Genercl Zaker virited

the home boce of the llleinbed 3224 JTonbordnent Groum and fusged

vorda to the offect thot medliuwzs vould nover go oub anln vithout
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fighter aupy:uort.“l? foon aftervard, all 2-230 bonbers vere bemwornrily
crounded in tho thester for cddition:l troinins vhile guestions of
their emloyuent wrere velng throashed out ot wriouc herdeuwrrbere.

Cennral Iolier wrs ammorently ctill iniluenced by the use of
loroutere in tho Zisnorelr Sec retion, Tor he refcrred to this corbot
oo Justificotlon for using ncdivas e-ninst shinaing in the ZZ0 in o
letter of 7 Junc to Lir lrsknl Sir John Slecsor. "Taue fecling thot

meliuwn vouborr siowld hove troinin. for possible use covinst sen
targets boe gsrovm from their sueceseful cimloyment in the 87 Foeifie
as, for exoomle, their pefiom in the Jisnorcls Sen ttle.“l Eor-
evor, thesc idens mus. have been dromwwed by 14 Junc 1945 sinee o lebter
of thot dotbe frem Flomg, Zighth iir Zoree 0 2-2 in the VIII L83

12
sbobes that %louv level atbaczs ore off.

Hecmriile, the 3d Tombordzent ing vas trrnoforred o the neviy
Tormed VAILI Alr Supoort Comaand on 17 Jure end 2 drrme loter thore came
toe firet Gefirite ctobeuent of o ner molicy for the redium bomber
oner:ting frox the United Kingdon. lieneceforth, the bonbers of the
VIII 433 were to ve used agrinst torpeds cuthorized for Za™ CGIROUS

overctions (abtocks vith fighter cover in doylisht agninst tursete

in occvmied comtries) in gmall formstions flyins o 12,000 %o 15,00
feet. In canse any chanpes in size of Formabions or omerntin: sliijudes

rere declred, the Lir ldnietry vog to be informed so that "any mosecible
increa~e in the risz of ecgunltler to elvilirms vaich mry reesult fron

22

the nlverntion in teetier rayr ve Auly agreaced. '™ iven more

A

‘——-ﬁm

‘n‘
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sneeifle wee the VIII 430 directive of 15 furast., Thie cboted kot
tae vrimary objoctive of the cominnidfc osorciions wos the destruction
of the German Lightor force, and its swinoriing indusbries, -

+hile these molicics were veins debermined, the 84 Zomuarduent
wing vas wederpgolng adéitionnl troining in cloge forantion {lying
wnd -dium-cliéitudo Lomoing. On 16 July it Yeerme omerctiomal apcin
ond veran bo uount abbtaells agninst Gerton~beld cirdromes in Tronce,
Zelpiwa, ond Hellrnd, as vell as norrkallins yords, nover stations,

T,

and other enemy installatione wvithin ren e of the Tifhiber sscort. The
prineinnl factors rifeetins the ertont and frecuwner of the niscionn
Tlovm ermecr to hrwve veon Bhe venther ond the svedlolility of the
firater escort mlmmer. Sargets woect Trocmently cttecred wore the
Abbeville morchslling yrrda, the sirdromes ot 86, Cmer, ZTricaveville,
Ansterdon/ Schinol, Lo Poix, Penwiont, oencérecht, ornd the Chcnb

L

and Jecbrusce colie oveng. 3¢ the riddle of Sembember, 2,988.95

a2
tons of Lombs kod deen dromumed on these objcetiver, In nddition,
the 34 ino alse furniched nmediun vomberes for operction SZAZIIY viyieh
28 wn eloorcte bub wncuccessful cbtoast to foree o large port of
the G\ to coamit Llteclf o an all-oul esmbnt over the Chrnnel cooot
By simulabing cn inveeion owerntion from the United Lingdosn.

Cn 9 Cetober the comrnnd wounted !igeion Jo. 61 ooninet tne
woensdreeht cirdroze and iita thot the history of the VIII 453 eane
to o closc, Lo nore misgions wore flova until 18 Cetober vhen
tigrion G2 vos schedvled, cnd oy that fipe the wing hnd beeone the

i

rocleas of the ney IZ Louver Comurnd,
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This did not nroduce any fundomental chonge in overzbions since
the basle stratesy hnd alread;” been formumloted. Lltlough the tae-
tical bember units vere mo longer a mert of the Tigath, they vere

. gtill bound by the directives of 19 Jume ond 16 Ausust mreviously
nentioned, ond were s3ill comuiitted to the swport of POILEBLATK,
Genercl oalzer hnd been marticularly insiotent thnt the control of
this omeration should not be divided, znd doubtless this vish ha
sonetihirg to do with the establishment on 15 Cctober of 3 genercl
coordinating ageney for Auerican alr forces im Inglond. This orgoni-
zatlion, Imown os the United States Arny air Torces in the United
Zingden (USALTUL), wuas under the command of General Toker and served
to adjust questione of supply ond mzrnower detween the two U. 5. alr
Torces, as well aos to excrelse o pencrsl suvmervision over onerctions,
portlenlarly POLUISLAUL.  Since the eomcanding general axd most of
the stafi of USAAU. vere serving in sinilar comacities vith the
Slgnba, this sir fovce wos £bill able to exercire conirol over the
rediwn bomvordment grouns after they beeczme o part of the Tinth. <%
“hen the IX Somber Command tool: over the work of the VIII ASD there
vag only o li; bt modification of the 18 Avguet dircetive, USLIUL
1laid dovn a proaibition arzinst combing any airdrome in Hallané or
<elsiun, excent tho Amsterdanm/Schipel alrdrome, without snecific per-
misgsion; thic alco gonlied to attec-ing industrial targets in occumied

- 25
. —urone,

Tae Jinth vwee cctliveted on the 16th snd the Zoumber Commend
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seneduled o nigeion® for tho 18th, However o gircieh of bad weather
ensued and vrovented neriel cctivity for several days. Ildssions 62,

. &3, cnd 84 verc abortive, and only on 22 Cctober were a few nlones
#ble to vomb tho Irreus/Fauville airdrone vith urdeterained results.%

Other pttecizs scheduled during the rest of the month fared badly

becguse of westhor interfcronce; successiul abtacizs were wmossivle

only on the 28th and E0th--agpinst the ailrdreomes ot lontdidier,

Teauveis/Tivilliers, 5t, ‘ndre do 1!'Ture, and Ghor'bourg/iiaupertus.a’?

During the month, 722 plones were alrborac, bub only 265 were succegs-—

Tul in bombing the iorget. A fotol of 436.80 tons of bombs were

dromped. Whe prineinnl ecuso of abortives ms veather, 23

Hovenber sav an inercased mumber of nlsnes onerzblomal, bub i3

also brought winter gales and bod fiying condltions., Tae !arsuders

of the Jinth vore oble to take the cir dwring only 158 deps in the

month, to drop o botal of 1,572,680 tons of bombs, Oub of 1,561 nlanes

that ook off Iren the IX Bomber Comond's fields in Tnriond, §78

bombed the targets.?’ These ireluded the useal Germon airdrones in
Franee plus the Amstordanf/Schipol sizfield in the letherlonds, which
was strucik by the comxond for the Tirst time on 3 ovember., On the
gang Gay 72 llorouders corried oub an unusually successiul misgsion
azainst the alrdrome ot 8%, Andre de L'Jure. Tae gouthorn boundar:
of double homerors was dectroyed, as well os two szall hangers., Other

. hangers ond veri: crhops vWeore damgred. Anong living qusrbters and other

sn2ll congbructions 36 oul of o toitnl of 45 were destreyed or d.azmgeﬁ..30

LE.1]

* The term "amlpaion® oo used officially by the Jinth Alr Torce often
inecludes severnl ferpets., The tern is used siniloarly in this study,

T W e o e -— ’."' s ﬂ\lr—l - ———
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#xpentiors to the atlae’te on cirivields vere the raids of 5 lloverber
on ikat vas decerlved as Yeconsiruction worie? at llnoyecues and o
rdsgion on the 11th arsoinat a siniller target at lortéinvest. Theso
Reonstructlon vorizs® vere tke bosinnince of rooot-bozid installatlons,
but thelr real nurposc wae not fully recogmiscd ob this $ime, The
attac!s on the 11%h wns particularly heavy, wlth 162 [aorsuders of the
2220, 3234, E86th, cnd 3076 Zombardment Groves telring port; the close
umbrells of fignter nroteetion wog furniched By gix squedrons of TAT
Spitﬂres.s
Qtheor lorge-secle operations were mounted on 7 November vhen
216 pnlanes wore sirvorne, L0 Jovesber with 144 mlones taking off,
and 26 Novenber with 183 planes over the torgets, This lagt rald is
a pood exzimle of the rasulte veing achieved by the IX Somber Conrend
at this vhese of its hlstory. %he Caxbrel/Tinoy alrdrome was attucied
by the 357th Groum 1iik mogntive ond ;- the 3234 vith good resulis.
I;csi\eres—en-S:mterre vee ascisned to funo 386th and 3324 Growps, bul
voing wnanle Yo bomb this target, ther kit the FQ}’/:‘:.!,';’ londing flelde-
the 386%h vith negntive rerults, ond the 3224 vith folr succesnc,
Avdincheorn villece, locoted in the fog de Caleie avres, contzined one of
those mystorious Yeoonsiruetion worke® ond wog severely hit by the
2234, the 336%h, ond the 357th with good, folr, aué fair results
respectively, 52

45 infiented shove, ucother berpn o interfere wore and nore wita

omerations, Plones talking off in rensonably good flylag conditions
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in Sarlond, often found the tarpot partially or cormlebely covered
by elouds. Varying wenthcr condijions in the United Kingdon coused
some glemento of on attaelr to migs the bombder rendazvous, whila
others vere able to reach the ampointed spot ot the exact tize.
Ecmetinzes the zere hour uns shifted several #inee In the hone of
telring zdvantarce of more fovoroble nirosnheric condltlons, bat this
was oceasionnlly corricd to exeess. .1 typicdlecse occurred on 18
Jovorber vhen 108 3-2% bombers headed tousnrd the Chroanel coast on
the H0th miscion of the comuona, Uwon reaching the cscort rendezvous,
not a figater wes in nlont, ond the Toxr tion vas foreed to turn Hac:
to Zngland.  “hat had haprened was thot the gero hour hod vecn vost-
roned, end the fighters hrd not hod time to return to bvase and refuel
taelr nlanes. As o rcsuld, they did nob have sufficient gos left to
escort the bomners to the targets. Hals vos not an uvneommon cause
of aboritive missions.zs
Tecember wvas o nonth of sirmificant develonments. Coeratlonsdl
conbrol ox the Nintk passed from USLIFUK to wnother organization;
and the rise of thc robot-bomb mencee introduced an entirely new
variety of farget for the Hnth's bomvcrdicrs. “lren the decision wes
made to estoblich a gevorate U. S, $acticcl nir foree in Enciard,
tite Calefs of Otaffl hod indicated thal it vas 2t zome future date o
ne joined with the 2d Britich Taeticsal ir Torece cnd o, 38 Grouww
EAT in sn orgonlzoilon Imnown os the Allicd Zmeditionzry Alr Forece

- . o s
(ATAT) under command of Air loressal Sir Profford Leigh-1nlloxy.®

| 1}
R, g

- K1 a N
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ARSE wyma netivated on 15 JTovenber, dut actusl control of the Iinth
did not pasy Lo Leigh-lallory untlil exzetly one month later., In
the ne:r directive for tactiesnl borber ovewrtions of 15 Decinber, 2
I
clenr stobement was made of basle objectives:Sd
The basic objective of tamebicsl vomberdment owmerations will be
the roduetion of the enomy doy and night Tiater Loreces in
Horthvest rurone. . . .« S0 fnr the nbiacin on eneny nirfiglds
howve done Little o reduce the sirensth of the sneny alr forees,
nrineinally due %o the hirh neagave of dieporcion sdoniad by
the eneny and the nuumber of alr Tields avail~btle to him., . . .
It is thevelore necessory to inerense the scooc of tuobical
bozier anserabions to infliet coxalsativa dmnce princinelly by
sustalned atioacis on pelected industrisl tergeto. . o . Zhe
ovject of thesc onerations fig ton foraoe the enemy to divert o
dronortion of his fifshter force to the delonse ol these targeds
with the rosultlnz oomortunliiy of atiacking his fighters in the
zir and on the ground. fne fullest eunport will ve given to
the sirateric bombere vilensver thely are onarotling,
Tirst oriority, therailore, 'ms cecorded to all Hinth onerntions in
suport of tho VIII omber Cortond efforts. Sccond priority was es-
wbliched for operatlons oqningt robob-bosb lnstallintionsz, aand third
nriorit:- wvent to gelected targeis onmounced weellly b the Alir
Iiinistr:f.ss Qrigdnelly fourts snd fifth priorities were Ger-cn
airfields cnd borpots listed in OIEJUS operanbions, rosooctively, ut
on 25 Decedbar these werc ehrnged to industriol tor_ete (fourth
arioriiy) zelectod fron the latost JOCIEY licte, ond Geruosh-held
ty
airfields (fifth priorit;;).sf Toth fourth cnd fifth oriorities were
iarsely inkended oc lnst~vesort bargsets then dooibing other objectlves
nroved to be irmossible,

The actusl nlomning of alsclone waes under the direction of two

irmorbont comaibbzes. Tue Combined Cnerctlopal Flonning Coxddtiee

‘ TN Y e s
w‘
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8 o Joint Anslo-lamerie-n firhter and boxbor orgrmi-nbtion Hank
arran~cd doylisht onerations then USAAY heovy bonvers were in action.
Hovover, 1t also included in its mlans recommendations for mediun
ond lignt bombers of the Illnth tvhen thel vers reguired in gumport
of the massive alr invesions of the ipath alr Torce., Under such
conditions, the plone of this ecomxdittes toolr precedence over all other
daylisht clpc:r::.‘h:i.ons.38 Ilext in immortance vas fae Iov. 1l Growm
Flunniag Committes wihrlch contbiined a representnbive of the Ilinth Alr
Torea appointed by the comrnding genernl of the 1X Bomber (ommnnd,
Actions initliated by this commitiee tool: precedence over evoerything
except the operations of the Combined Plaaning Gom:ittee.sg
The enrly higtory of the developnent of the "buzz bond® and its
discovuery by the British is o fascinating tale ol inbellirence thraot
is still ghrouded in consideradle seerecy. It is knotm thot for
some btimec the Alr !Hdnistry had been arare of the advences being made
by Ferann selentisbs in experiments with nilotless ailreraft. After
Peenesunde on the Bnlitic const bod Deen identifisd in jucact 1943 as
tine center of these exnerivenbs, o trecenfous raid by the RAY.des-
troyed mmy of the laboratories ond idlled some of the eznerts engured
in thle woriz. Hovever at this time the connection VLetwesn Peenemunde
znd the uystorlous constructions boing Dullt along the Channel const
wos not roalized, Trhese excovoaltlone and reinforged concrete build-
ingse had been ovserved slnce Juns and had aroused considerable
speculation as o thelr wltinate purpose., It was noted thet mosi
of then lay in the Pasz de Calais area, zlthoush & few wers sesn on

it S ALLILT RN Nt
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’ohe"cli'erbourg neninsuin. &g the construction nrosressed, there
comesrad at nll sites twa or three curiously curved bulldiass
regendbling slils., 4s o result the term 5£I sites was apnlied $o
these locatlons, ond somevhnt laber .UBALL beccme thelr code deslz-
nation;@CROSSBO'..' was dhe usunl tor. emmloyed te deseride onernbions
amainat thenm.

Zotuezn 27 Ausush ond 4 Lecember the attitulde of the Alr Ulnistry
W cht ve deseribed as watehful 1olitines. 4 few minor reids were
earrlied out ceoninst the sitee:r 4 atfaeln vore made in iurmst, 5 in
Sentomber, cnd 11 in Wovezver., I% is wirtunlly irmoscivle o discover
vhich air force mode these n‘atac‘.:s.él I Doverdar, the ronl wurnose
of thes2 vorc becon o e susmected. It wao observed thet those in
the Pas de falals and Tiesne roglons seensd to be mointed bormrd London,
and those on the fherbourgs weninsuln seencd asimed ot Soutlthn.pton
end Bristol. Ione vere uore then 147 miles froa thelr aopmarent tar-
gets, and it seencd evident thot some tyme of projectile waus to be
fired from these constrvction voriis. =y the beimning of Deoeexber,
84 sibes had been nhobogropohed, and it vas exsected thot the total

43

nupcer vould well exeeed one hundred. It was clear to the Adr

Idnistry that furthor deloy in halting the eonstruction of these new
trecpons would be Jangerous.
Conseaucntly on 1 Decerber, AL goucht the aphroval of the
. Combined Chiels of Sioff for attoelia on the worke, andé the folloving
43
day the neceszory cubthorisatlon wne lssued, A directive of

EEXY

4 Tecenter fron the Iiinth Air Torce established omeration CEOSIZOV

£ et
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for the IX Zomber Commcnd and wrovided & list of btorgets fwhich are
- ; - 0 . .
%0 be attaczed Inmedinicly. M “& g ronildly ime this order ecarried

out thrt the first CEOSEZ0V miccion wag sent off tho nexd day, ol-

thoush it rust be 2dded thot the boxmving resulis were 11:1.1.45 Fhe
£34F Girectivo of 13 December alronéy referred to gave CEISEBOV o
second oriority for ooserntlons vhiek was meoindoined until the end of
Jebrucry.

Dor o tiue after the uwasuccessful zlssion of § Deceuber, 3T
gites vere wrnolested by the Tinth, slthoush the 24 Tactiesml Lir
Toree (Britich) wvisited thea severnl times. On 20 Decesver the IX
Lomber Commznd rebturned to the abtae™s by sending 35 larauders of
the 3324 nnd 356th Growys o the construction works ab Agenvillcr.%
fhe evelunbion of this misclon brings ont one of the éifTienliies in
CR0SSE0J operations: it wns extremely hard to judse results. In
additlon to wveathor interference vith photo resomnsigenncs miesions,
most of the BUI gites vere loocated in sxnll woods, nnd the shadows
throun by the trecs often obscured grownd Gotpils. In the cage of
this partieular =isslion, one repor'bd"'? stoteg thot mony direet hits
were ccored on consbructions, +hile another stotes thnt although
coad prowing was gseeurcd, Mundortunntely, hovever, few direet hite

28
are to be secn on instollabions. Asgessmont of dazozo bo SOSALL
tarpets continued to reunin one of the —ogt nersistent wrobleas of
tho ower:.tion.

Cn the 2lst, 72 boubers abtaczed the 3.1 sitos ab Cocove and

Tocquerictte with woor resalis. Domece on the rovot insitallotion
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&% Oocove was hard to estimnte Decause of uwmusually moor photo
coverzige., In the czge of Vaeguerieitte, the 3234 chrnrged with the
. attock bombed 5t. Zoor ou Zols by migbalre, ¥  Othor UROSISOJ onera—
tions assirmed to nddéitionsl groups wore Dlocited by bad weather ifaich
Torced the planes to striize durgets of lost resgort. Additional rnids
$00kz nlace on 24, 30 and 31 Decsudor with voryiang results. Eoobar-
dlers and navimntors found the cites hard to loente and identify,
Tho 337th Groun achleved zouetiinm of & record by drovaing 33,75
tong of borbs on on uminhavitod vood 2t nilen south of the torget,
virile one Dox of the 3idth wos 4 rmiles ofr it tarsot. On the other
hond, the 3223 nnd 338%h tverc guccessful vhen they nbttacked the 5.0
glte ot Avdinethun on 21 Ieceuber. A lorge concentrobtion of boabs
landed diresctly in the farget cres ond either Girect hlts or very

=
near rlpsce were nndo on tho gecond emd third 50 mildings.

3y the end of the month, o method of elassifying Sil sites
according to the dmmome inflicted on thea was vorzed out by the
Crossbow Subcoilites of the Jolnt Intelllipoince Comuitbes. A series
of eatesorles of damase was ot vn and desipneted A throunga D.
Gategory A damcce meant that there wos o concenbtrated burst on the
teroet with one or more dircet hits on sonme of the noin bulldings.
Ootesgory B indieated hits vitnin the targed oren nesr enouzn to
irmortont buildings or Il sites to emuse serions dnrzge. Cotegoryr O
wos alicd bto torsebs thot hiad roceived souwe bursts in the zrea Bbub
no direct hits on mny of the esgsonitizl elements., Cotegory I meant

. 3y,
that there vore no hits in the tarret aven.v™

-

p - -
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To exnloinin: the nolicy velind these clessifications,
/G J. leOoxbd of the R mode it cloar thob nmo Dozbing efforts
uvers 6 ve unsted on torgets thot night be alrecdy neutrslized.
As soon os o vital pord of o WOLALL vas desiroped, even 1T only
farporarily, a fregh torget ruet bo gubatituted, ‘hen any olr force
thourhis o norticlnr gite should De sus-ended becmuse of hits on
vital elements, it vas iomedindely o inform g1l other crponinctions
0 vitihold thelr otbaecks watlil o Tirnl Jud-rent could be mronouneced
oy the Alr lialstry. Hargeds surpended vere not o Ye abtbacked again
until the ALy Hndistry deeided that renqirs hod wroceeded Tar enough
to Justify further missions.s‘? By the 8lst of Iecexbver, it was eg-
timnted that only six sites were comnletely finighed, 27 vers three-
cunrters ecormlebe, 39 wore only half finiched, ond 16 vere legs than

holf finished. o0

Such was the stote of CRD3LLQJ onerntlons by the
end of 1943, ’

~ub otbecks on MOZALL instollations vere not the only operctions
durin~ Lecembor. Abbacks on cirfields vere gtill eonridered a nhase
of POILUCLALL vhich enjoyed town priority in IX Zoavor operations.

1 Decenber vas one of the i, opsradlonnl doye of the month agninst

thdie trpe of ftnarget. 178 2-26's from the four grouns of the conmend

3

eoped 372.03 tonr of bombs on clrdromes ot Coxlbrai/Iicormies,

"
Lille/Vendeville, and Cowmbraif L"‘ginoy.')ﬂ" Thep bomoing of the first
two bargcets was quite successful. L% Coxbrai/ilicrgmlcs the soubtawest

iigoersel area received n large concentration of bemods covering the

- S = R A 1
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entire area. Zen or fiuslve bombs fell on the lamdin: field of vhich
vour hit the I7/-832 runway.

tae Iille/Vendeville zirvdrone received o very effective bomuo-
inz, A4 heavy oonceniration occurred north of tho reovelr hancar end
large groune of craters awnenred in the nortn dignerssl aren, ot the
west end of the II-8V runiwy, and in the south dispersal area. Sombs
nlso landed cumong arunition stores eousing violent exmlosions. As
the plones left this zirfield, they could ses towering behind them a
plcascnt menenio of their visit in the form of a column of smwofe
severnl thousond feet high.55 Gnis field was one ol the nore in-
portant bases of the 0AT. Conatrueted originelly by the French, it
#ad heen used bricfly b the ZAT in the disnstrous vesks of 1940,
After belng occeunied by the Gernans, 1t vas turned into o bombor and
bosber-reconnnisscnee stntion. Considerctle counstruction tool: plece
darin, the loiter holf of 1942, ~nd in 1943 it vn~ believed thot o

E5
fighter trodning wnit was Pased there,

The oubsdending mizglon of the month, ond the lorgect Teb
aceomrlished oy the Domver Comrznd weo the attcelr on the ifmsterism/
Sehipol airdrozo on 13 December. ALl groups condriosuted to put a
totol of D08 llarowders with Tighter eccort over the targes, The
raid larted froa apvroxinntely I1ALE to 1445 ~nd congisted of 8
Tlighte made uwn of from 15 to 38 aireraft. & todol of 737 = 1,000-
pound bouts wore dropped, of vhlch ot least 6F nor cent anmear to

have lended vithin the tarcet sren. She honrar snd remnir shon nrea

R K
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on the south clde of the Iiecld wrere vell corvered with ourste, znd
one rerir bullding received o direct mit. lfomp boobe londed on

- 3

the runioys and toxi strinme ond vorlous sireraft chalters were dea—

ﬁa-

troyef or donmnsed. Thie cirdrome voo congldered one of the rost
neavily defcnded in Zurome omd flzlr over the torged wos intensze., Al-
thourhi only 2 oirereft wore lost, Bottle domnge wos unusually heowy.
The Flyin: Lubghron, niloset by DLicubenont Tan imtusrs of $he 4534
Do Zouadron rocelwved 1E0 Lholes durdn- tho cctioxn, some of Hlhen
the eize of o dimner nlote. Zvery wlone in thie scousdron received
sorte tind of Dbattle dovigse, ond the do; ofbter the misslon, only E
of the zquadron's 17 planes vere in condition to fl;‘.53

Teconfoer represcnted o congldercble inerense in mlcnes dig-
natehed over Uovombor, but thonitz to the very vod vecther over the
Chonnel, ocnly o sli jfitly lovger number scetunlly attcelzed the torpede.

L commprison siows the folloving fisures:

Toverer: afe dirmotehed 18613 attucking 878
Decenber: afe disnabehed Z067; attwciing 912

weather contlnued to lend as bhe couse of abortive .ilscions, account-
ing for 78 wor cent of the follures during the last I months of 1943,
fince the coreand followed the moller of puttin: nlones into the sir
if there wng the slichtest chonce of obbockrine, thir tended to couse
o lerre nunoer of westhor sbortives, In the opinion of Drig. Gen,

8. 3. Anderson of the i:’{ Zowber Comaand, this wolicy wos Justifiable
on the prounds that it nloced moroe Pombs on cneny insitall~tione and

. . B3
incrersed the oflencive enirit comont comuat crers.

P

v
PULEE STl Yo e mbnn oty

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

N
e = » t\
R oy W - =
r - NAARS B L !':’DMI i
' C . em == 4,."»;‘ *
- - - . ! I “ iIEQN 133

Ti-hter eccort for IX Somber Commund missions in 1243 was
lorgelr nrovided Uy io. 11 Groun of the IaY, althoush on some ocon-
sions tkhe Jighth Ady Torce sent fighters vhen there was o soecial
need for then., The first comtat fignter omeratione of the IX Fignter
Comzond occurred on 1 Teccuber vien 28 lustongs of the 384th Flghter
Grows nade a swecp over northern Trence,®® Ghe first escort mipslon
teolz ploce on §© lecewdver vaen the 855tk Iichter Sguadron accommmmied
bombers of the Lishth Adr Zorece $o Aniens, The first reolly blg
efTort in this t;pe of omcration occurred on 13 Tecember vacn IX
¥ichter Comrond lmsbengs of the 356th Squadron escorted the Fortresses
ell the woy $o Fiel ond back. The total distonce oub was 4%0 nmiles
(nllovins for » dofles couree over the orth Sen) and constituted a
record flight for fichters ot that time.cl

Jomrexinately 180 fighters constituted the pormzl escort for
medivn-tomber owerotions during the winbter ronths., Inter the ner-
cenbage of fighlors in relotion to the number of bvorbers declined
somathot. The fighter escort wos usuelly divided into three flights,
berinning vuith o too cover severol thousand feet above the bomber
coxcg., The dulk of the fighters would o stationed somevhere betiweocn
thir ton cover ané the llzrauder Formatlons, cnd & third fishter
Tright would rencin ot the sowe altitude as the bombers to wmick off
German wlanes thobt penetrated throusgh the $wo uvwpmer loyers. Shree
Tichter escorts were en indispenscile »nart of IXK Sember misslong, and

exeent in the ease of certain TOBALL in~tallotlons, the bombers were

v
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ordered to roturn to base if the fi-hiers uvere wncile to mnke the
rendesvous ot the aspointed timc.ﬁz

Zneny roids onr the Hinth's airfields were not o serious nrobleu
at any time during the woriod covered by this study. The VIII AZC
sngbolned o for visite from irdividual German reiders during the
suamver an@ f2ll of 19243, but no cerious domase wos done., These
vinuseule atiocize did bring about a chonie in ~ttitude toverd the
usca of the glit trench., At Zoxbed a sholloew trench, dug with =
rarized lacz of enthueiocen during the hobt sumier dnys, vas filled with
such hoste oné enrnestnose durinc one sortie that the mass of bodies
goon I1lled the little diteh to overflouing.es

Lfter the Dinth was activoated, only 1 Germin abiack of iummortance
ocourred. cetween the hours of 1920 cnd 2000 on 10 Decenber, 20 eneny
circraft struel:s abt the & fields of Gogfield, Andreows Zield, Zarlls
Colne, and Great Dumuow, At bole last bzse, 8 were %illed, 7 severely
vounfed, ard 21 sliatly wounded., The bombe hit living querters
rather than aireralt and the Gerzoms were ovidently well inforined as
to the locatlion of the installations. BSBince there uvas no antizir-
craft opposition, it may well e helieved that the enemy missed zn

Ga

ovportunity to inflict serious damcge,

Januory as pexizod by fov chances in the owerctionsl woliey of
the Linth Air Toree. lHssions in swomort of POINZVLAT o411l were
aeceorded a first nriority, ond CEOSI-0V crme next., Amexdment Zo. 3,

dated 4 Jonuory, to the direetive of 25 Tecohor canceled last-

: - - i
) I ki 0 B T e
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recort tergets, wui othorvise there waes no chonge. Afs in Tecetber
tad veathoer continued %o interfere with owerctions. Tventy-five
migeione vere scheduled during the nonth, invelving 89 atbacls arainst
various torgets and 10 vwhoto ond veather reconnaissance nigsionsg.
Sizbteen attocizs fuiled to bomb the objechives, lorgsely beccuse of
venbher interfercunce, and 14 abizels vere on secondery; torgets. °
L Botel of 1,740 plemes vere alrmatched of vhich 1,082 dropped 1,521
tong of homba, vwith a loss of only & planes.ﬁe

The most heavily bombed objectives duriry the month were the
LOSALLS at Oroirebte, Bomnieres, Fruges/3sis de Cowoelle, Hubry/Sois
de Pottler, Zols Zermre, snd Telimeux. Tho only alrfield attacked
vwes the Cherbourg/llavrertus cirdrome,thich wns boabved twice as o
secondary target on 7 .J'e.nmr::.'s?

37 this tice the nerformonce of the B-20 In thls theater had
comnletely diemelled the bad reputotion whleh hed so undeservedly
clung to this niore. Although nrevicusly considered domperouns to
hopdle, nevertheless 14 vas able fo brove the heaviest concentrotions
of flok snd to return in swite of direct hits ord serious danzge %o
ootz men and eauinnent,

~ tynienl story of tihe excollont flying cualities of the lnrewder
cnd the courapge and ability of the nediuz beriner nilots is this story
tolzen from the History of the 5524 Sombardment Souadron. Ib. Leonard

Lurpese vag comlng wp on dhe btarget during the mirsion of 14 Jonucry

1944 tvhen his »lone was rocked Dy o nesr burst of hesvy flak., The
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nose of the plone was chattered, the bomverdier was wournded, znd the
right enyine wes 'mocxed out with such damage to the nroveller ithat
fenthering wvos ipossible, %he hydroulic system wos nmurnetured, and
the foe tonz recelved so mony hits thet fuel wos leoliing into the
Iuselage. Lhe toll gumner weoe Nortally wounded, and the right pro-
peller wes vibreting so violently thet the plane could be xent wn
only tvith the grestest difficulbty. Iieutensnt Eurgess nevertheloss
held his course over the torget end dropned ids bombde. Alsthough
gbeadlly locing oltitude and urnole to close his bomd bay doors, he
was able to L1y boek at low altituds and crosscd the Znglish coast
Jjust in time to —rxe a ool turf crosu landing.

Algo typleal is the stoxy of the Grin Eopexn, miloted by Lts.
Susene Xecvee ond L. H. Grisson. On 16 ZTeoranry this nlone took
part in on atbacz on o LUBATS instellution neaxr Cherbourg, IFlak wes
tnusurlly beovy, and Just pefore relcaging the bombs, the Grin Esper
vas hit ond tho wolst gumner scvercly wounded, Inmediately after the
bombs wrere aimny, the plene wog struel: ogein, 'moeling out an engine,
pubtlog out most of the instruments in the »pilot's coumortment, ond
vounding Lieubtenant Urisman in tie fzce. In pulte of thege adffi-
culties, the milots menoced to uring thie vlane zeross the Cononnel,
althowgn they dromned froum 4,000 o 900 feet while crossing it. A
croagh landing seened inevitaole, znd Iieutenant COricman, the co-milot,
went intoe the wulst to ble the wounded gunner to o sun swivel vhen

the dead engine miraculously storted ond held lonsg cnousgh for
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Ligubtencnt Peover t0 muzc a &1lllful londine ab 145 m.p.i:t.ss

Tighter overations during the month conzisted of the usunl
escort cover., In swoport of owerations by both the Zighth and Dinth
comwers, the IX Fishter Conzend flev 352 sorties, with clains of 48
eneny wlanes destroyed, 14 nrobtables, and 48 daxsed, Amorican lossesm
vere corfined to 4 aircmi‘t.eg

Loout bhis tine o gerious technicel defect in the Tirinsg systew
of the P-5] began to cruse concern., Filots of the 3B4th Tighter
crounr hzd beun resortlns sun stopnojies as early o Decerber, bud the
trouble inercaged in Januory vith cloppases rensorted on alroct every
mission., Cn 11 Jomunry it wae found thet 36 mer ecent of the gune
in fighter aireroft hod Jesued on missions flovn tnat day. The
Lritich, who hnd been using the P-Bl tvefore it was ovmerated by
Lmerienn units, werc atare of thic defeet, but hnd heen wordle to
correct it successfully. A study carried oub by the Onerctlonal Fe-
cearch Section of the IX i, hiter Coomrnd on the gun stoppoges between
16 Decesber one 1l Jonunry comcluded thnt "our nilots hove been Tight-
ing under the handicoo of woor fire-pover, Ihey have commensated for
this by ounord toectice with o hiphly manceuvrsble airnlane. "?0

A lorge worcenbtame of wtoppngos, 1t was found, was enused by
the failure of shelle to extrred from thn belt, The final solution
to the wroblex conrlnted in usine o booster notor in the feed chuie.

"hon in o chorn memeuver the nresrure on cumunition in the nels

ineressed to nore thon 17 wmourds, o contnet was closed and the rotor
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ias ¢lectricolly ctarted., lhen the mressure drommed to 17 mownde,
the econtachs were autorntieclly vroliea, and the motor wos stommed.
hle device von inrtalled on the Iuetangc ac focl os aodification
linec nersdtbed and proatly reduced gsun Jjouming:. &

Turips Janwsrr nnd Tebrocry o ced nany stuiiee were mrde by
voth Zritich oand Accricoxn exmorbas on the nrogsress of oitoclzs on
LO03ALL fopscte. Ca 13 Jumwory, ©8 eites had Deen confirmed by whoto
reesopeniaoconce. 0F thocc, ceven lorge eltes had beon locrted, ond
elx oovaly dups had voen fouvxd, The d&ifficulty of identifyin~ the
SII citen, plus the solid construction of the bumildin.e ocnd their
Glevorslon, naée thecc owernbions cuong the mozt emacting: nerformed
vy the VIII ond IX -ombver Comonds znd the BIF, Ca the sbove nen-
tioncd drte, 11l sitce bod surtained direct wlils on sone of thc essen-
tirl elewentc, 73 eites hod received ncor nigses on essontisl norts,
ond 12 sites cloved hita in the boryget ares withound evidence of
serious dorpopoe to the izmortont structures.?‘?’

Jome efforts vere nade to ascertnin tho omwroxinate dime needed

to romnir Bodly donwsed rites, but tals vos mode difficwlt by the

A

9,

foet thot no consistent reseir policr counld be nobted ot first, Sore-
times the robot congtructione wvere rencired nrormily after o roid,
rhd 2t other timec o long deler encued. Inereasing attenbion seemed
to be wald to ecmouflrse vhich awpeared bo ftolto nriority over rewcirs.

nen extensivo rencire ucre undertcllon, they verc corricd oub br

73
nloneoer unlts and not by eivilion vorkers.

sdéitions] mhwid peconnslccones 1z Tedrucry nrovidod more

s

cocuwrste Inforartion on % Thobog to'zen
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21 doys afier an unasunlly successiul vaid Dy the VIII Zomhor Jomnnd
on o &I plto ab 8t. Josse zu Zoils showed renalrs in full ewing, al-
thoudh the vombers had covered the site with 200 craters, including
direct hite on several bpulldings, rozds, and nower lines. Craters
neor the essonbtial eleasnds vore belug £illed in, rnd buildings were
veing revsired. A weel later mors vhotos choved larze dums of
naterials and indiecbed tiot destroyed bulldinrs were boing coa-

pletel, rebuilt. Tae loat plebures, lodion 45 dnys ofter the attoe:

P4

.

snoved tho renwairs 1ell on the wny to eompletion. Aomarently, even
o badly domesicd roboet instellotion could ve fbrly well rebuails
vithin 59 dore, »rovided loezl labor could bo obinined, Fritich in-
formntion Indleatad $h-t 2 conslderasle Alfficulty in finding worisien
hoé develomed, end thia, cven wors than the exteat of the boxbing it
sell, frecusntlyr retnrded the couras of recone’hmc'hion.?s Hovever,
in goite of oll the efforis of the Jermons to nrotoet thelr SXI

8 by carouilnse omd reoncir, a toteal of 28 rites hnd been con~
firzed in cuberory A dnmase by the oix linlstry and wore thorefore
nu-:pended..?s Coneldnring the difflieultine thot affected CRI33:0U
cnorrtlons, thls record lse tributo to the nerlistence ond aceuracy
of the .Jzieriean 2ir forces crd the 24 ©a7

Febru ry s one of the bip onerciionsl nmonths of the inth iir
Force, ovins $o an improvensnt in the weathor; sorties tool ploce
on 17 doye. The zonth was irmortont for other vensons: & Februery:
vag the firght 2-wisslon d»y in the IX Joaber Gownnd's history: =

fifth grous, the 301st, beeone operaiional on the 15%h; and the ratio

. e b L - i1 ] L’ I
M : !
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of fightory to Doxbers declined to the over-all fisure of 3 firhiers
P 7
to & boxmbers,
Severcl immortant mwdifications in combnt nollicles occurred

durins the nonth. A linth Alr Force directive of 8 Tebruw.ry, vhile

5%111 requiriao~ the IX Boxber Cmwwad to glve Tiret nriorlty to the

swoort of the Zishth!y POLUPELATE operntions, oxtended the coumandir
1o s - - .18
cugice of tnresets conslidorabl;:

The IX 2omver Oommand 11ill, for thie nresent, nlnce in firct
priority diversionnzy oneratlons in cuwomort of the llgath Air
Toree bomber offort in Coeration FOIUEZLALL,  “henever wogsible
targete ineluwded in the third »riority velow will be abbtaciked

in sunrort of the _dfth Lir Force stratesic bouber ovner-tions.
then venbher or ofher considernilons nrevent attrclz of these
torete, the fosonding feoneral 1M Zoaber Jom .ond is nernitied

to egeleet, ot his own disceretion, tnose tarpedts vwnieh he desns
mort suitoble in viich to cursort the Dighth Adr Zorce operations
in Oncrntion FOLLUSLALY,

Second nriorltr vos rlven o VBISSBOJ farsets, ond a third nrlority
was glven to roiluny renalir, servicing shows, tnd fzeilitieg——u
target hitherto vomentloncd in lidnth bvoubin: directives., Tourth and
fifth oriorities vent to scleetcd indusbtrial tarets, ond sixzth
priority vas estimmold to Cerann~held alrfields yithin nedius-boxber

-

ranza.

A new dircetlve & duys later solit CEUSLLIV $argets into second
end third nriorities and thus moved the remaining ovjectives one
wriority lovor, Gormon~-held airdields Wecoainy seventh instead of
sixth.go Cn 21 Febranry o Girective meruitied bouvin. of induestriel
targets only vhen wvipidle bombing conditions mroveiled., It aleo

rezoved the llnifotion on the size of formatlons abtacking such
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tarzets and definitely astated thot they Yony De attacTed by all
availavle forces . . . "31 A further chunge of molicy vas made
on the Z6th vhen the directive of the Slst wag cumonded o permit

atbocizs on railwway cenders and ianstallotions os a mort of the Dinthta
swmort of FOITT-LA L, 5%

Ao in wrovious monthe the wmrineisal effort was opnlnst VOILIL
instcllatlonn, 1ith 72 oblaclts ne cormared with 31 ottacks renorted
arcings airdroxes and one attoe’: on aarshalling yards. Qub of
3,934 alrcrzft dignatbehed, 2,187 drowwed 5,232.36 tons of bombs on
the torpefs.  The ralotively sucll number of 15 olones were losh,
but £63 sustelned battle domage. Tighter escort sorties came to
5,100, %

Lttac’ts were geheduled for 3 Pebrunry but weatheor interfersd
hth most of them, cnd the first overstionasl Az of any conscouernce
rmg the Gth, vhen 228 cireraft attaczed 7 JO3ALL targets in the St.
Caexr wrez; the misclon woe successfully corTied out, out 6 plrersft
ware losi. On tho follouins éayr, alrdromes at Corucilles-en-Texin
tad B s:i\éres—en-ﬁcs,nterre vere boaved by 78 znd 32 lmrazuders
recnectivaly. 84

sebrucry ¥ uas an Ltmortont dop os Lt morized the first of the
r..ide on marshalling yards. Tifty-fcur llnraunders dropned 79 itone
of bocos on trochks omd roilrocd inatallntions ot Terpgnier, causing
congliderable donnge and holding un $rnflfic wmbil =25 "ebr"a:ar:..ss
Some bed weather develoned which renderel bombing wnceriain for the

next few days, bub on the 13%h the skies eleored somevhnt, and 20V
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plones atboeized & wC02ALL fargeds in the Llenre arcoe with good
results, and no lesses, L& furbher imirsvencnt in the veather ver-
mitbted exlensivo operations on the 15th, OE0&..u. targets on the
Cherbourgs nealnswln ond airdromes ot Bonuzont le Loger ond Cherbours/
lounertus were attoced in the morning by 247 bombers of vhich EF
ailed do bowd owing to eloud over the target. Turing the afiernoon

141 boabers struc: the rovot instollations in the Diewne nrea vith
rogults thot were poor to good, Sovenbtesn cirereft vers umnole do
locste the torgets and did not bomb.2O

After o neriod of noor flyins we~ther, the IX Bonmber Jomamd
attermied to resume its largo~renle oner=tions on the Z0th, butb
vithout succesc. Ueverthelons, bhe misslons of thot dey vere ime
nortrnt ag thoy wore mlanned proinst torgete in the Tetherlands here-
tofore unvisited by lnrauders. Aside from fhe two roids on the
Ameterdan/Sehinol sirdrone, the Tinth hrd not penctratod Iuteh terr-
tory; bhosvever, Iroit 20 Jeobru wy on, sirdromes in the Letherlands were
included acmong the rorulorly rchsdnled tnargets of the Iinth Alr Forece,
o fhese onbtnets toolr the mediume on goie of their deenast nene-
trotions of encny-held territory.

lleanuinile, the li.ath Alr Force had vesm its all-ocut atiachs
on the CGeraon Gir Toree ond its cuoworting industrics. As the
vesbher immroved during the 324 and 234, the inbtenzity and scono
of thesce anseglve gir invngsions sbeadldly mounbzd. 3B the 24%h the

venther knd becone excslleat cnd to zeen mace vith the uwanarnlleled

—
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efforts of tho VILI -oaber ond ZTighter Counonds, the Jinth node
gona of ibde decnest menetrationn or Cerana-held territorr. CTue
Duateh wixfields at Lecwarden, Gilze Eljon, ond Deslen were attaced
with 228 airernft, [Lhe results wero clasced as pod %o cxcellent,

Cn the afternoon of the 24th, 145 plraes hit 10L:IL constructions
betireen §t. Oner ond Abbevillie vith f2ir to pood results. fthe
wenther deteriorated by the next day, bub the crowns were novle to
atbnels oirdromes at Venlo and 2%, Tromd, the attach on the forner
being the lonzest Lligut yebl mode By ueliw: boobers based in
England.a?

Flying conditions during the roonining doys of the month vere
noor, and e niscions that werc run off wers not eswceislly success-
Tul., FKovever, the greabt alr offensive of 20-30 Fevruary huold Deen
largel; enccessful, ond nissions of the Linth had nlayed an immortant
part in vinnins olr supreuccy for the AVD and 3AT. lorcover, ihe
Uinth's record shoved o definite sivence over Junuar)” in numver of
nlznes alrvorne ced borbing thoe targets, Although LOSATLS eentimued
%0 hold the smotliriat, cu increascd cetivldy o oinst slrdromes =nd
londing 1ields is elenrly evidenced. Accordings to the studies of
the Alr Lintstry, these altacize wers offcedive. MA study of renorts
Zrom 2ll) areas eoncerned,! stotes the lieczlr Intellizence Snmors,
lenves no roon for doubt nbout the mnrized eilfect such abbnelzs hove
had on Gerron moralc morbticulorly vhere they hove besn sustalned,d
In certain nlaeces, vhen reids oceurred, i1t uns 'nor-al for the ground

staff and oficers %o clomber into the first aveilaole vehicle end
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and drlve for the ogen country., Others use moborcycle or bicyele
) 88
ond the unluesy ones have to run.Y
(onsiderable success vas alco achieved soainst the robot Tosb
sites oy the ATAT and VIII Jomber Comwnnd. MAn estin~te of 25
Telbruary llsts oprly 8 og couwletely finicshed, cnd the number of
)
sites sumnended was noteriall; inereascd over Jenunry. Tne ofiieinl
dozmaze clossification for Fevruvory glves H0wiLLS in each category as
: b
follous:
Cotesory LHeveeee.. .80 siten
n 3‘...‘-..‘-3 u
L C.overve...16 f
H 3 MR - T
It wns honed thot some soundrons of the three A-20 grouwes
schedvled for {ue IX Borxber Commend would hecone overationnal during:
this zonth, but such vns not 6o be the cace. By the 12%th Dotn jue
cir oné ground echalons of the 415th uvrd arrived in Tn-~land, dut
thero vas o chordase of nlunes. Since these lizat bhombers could
not o flowm bo the thenter, i1t ung necesenry to ghlwm then in erabes
antd, then agcerble thew under the siwmervicion of Loozrecd remssente-
tives. All thile comgmmied econsiderpbls time, and by the end of the

- . . 90
montk, only soue 37 Zosbons vere cwvailavle for comenth. Pims they

vere nob cble to tenze mart in nissions wntil llarch.

[$3]

ijhiter or-omizatlons uere inerecsingly aetive fhroughout
Februwry. Tor the Iiret time, o iinth fighter uing beron to control

ite growos, uhlch hed hitherto owernted on field orders ifrom the

VILL Fishter Gomnnd. Iane advanced heodouarters of the IX Afr

e o me TTRE

-ﬁ.A =3 qt‘!ﬁﬁ

I L e
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15

Suoport Cozmond was cot w o Uxbrid.e on 15 Tebrw.ry, wnd on the

¢

J<th it iesued Fleld Order T'o. 57 to the 3634 Iirater Grown. Another

immortont developnent was the arrivel of nev fighter orgoninzations.
o

The 38Sth Group had ween operstional since it came froa the Tigkth

Jir Toree in exchoance for the 307th: its firsd misclon with the

winth dooir nlace on & Fobrucry. Tae 3634 be;wn onernsions on the

gth, cné¢ tho second lmstons prows, the 3074, boeonue oserational

(%]
alons with the 365%h on 23 Tebracy: .o

Lg fighter wnito oxmonded, o sorious recosmition wrovlen
develoned uith tae P-51, vhich, vith its =zquare-cut wiang ting,
resemoled the (3-10%. In spifte of remented varninss, the Thunderbalt
pilotn freouonbly attacized luebonn formwtions, to the latteris

underst=mdoble indlgnation, Tae hirtorisn of the 356th Fishter

. . X . ol
Squadron [romaleally decerives one of thore unrortunste situntions:™ ™

ine P-<7 nilots 'rorc out for bDlocd and Iforced the sousdron io
bree’s conbinuslly in order to avold the wogsibllity of veilng
siot dowm by these 'hot rocis.' Ecelationshins toward P-47
pilote were hecoming somethut strained nround the DJozted cir-
drouo, and 1% was ponerslly eonsidercd thrt poriwme Thunder-
wolte chould be worited vith Cormen erosses or ot lenst aunrd
thelr pilots with the Iron Uross Tor the worl: ther wore Going
in digrusting the bomber escorts.

Yo rany wilots wio were "out for blood," tie constant escorting
of bomber formatlons ek hove semizd soxmevhnt roubtine, znd some
raiged tas cuesbion as bo vhether or not tauls was thelr nromer

. tagz, Lhe~e nilots ceened to Teel thnt, sinee borber escort missions
vere not to ve the fighbter wnite' nrim~ry fuzction durine the invneion,

- 3 93 LR}
thoy dhould have nmors tralninc in alr.poround ecsonerstion. what

i (PO B Wi g g i »
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nighat howe been ths bezimming of o trend in this diregbisn ceonrred

TE,

on 8 Febrw ry vhen, during ¢ briefing, Colonel nriin inforred the
SE4th Dighter Croun thet oafber the boubers tere %on feclz,? the

croun e bo brew: avoy and borb targets of op-ortumity, ce well as
ctvrofe rround ipebell: $lons, This wos corried out g nlenned, but
the logss of Jour nlanes woe conrldersd excegegive wnd 1% woc £l that
the exmcrizent h-d not Juectified 1tsell .94. For tke tine eing, this
Tind of metion uae delinitcly out.

Sevrucry voc the firet month thet plind bombing toecties tvere
ermloyed in the Jeomber Comunnd, The actlvailon of a pothfinder
geucéron on the 13th has beon deseribed in o nrevious cluwier of
this sbudy, Iy meins of spceinl novi; ntional eouinrent, the mlunes
of this ccuadron werc cile to guide a flight of bLomvers to a target,
gven 1 commlobely ovrcured by clouds, The gpperatac first usged by
the Uinth s o Srisish dovolomment novm oo G2, Tals uwscd the sone

walee oo radar, bub sinee it 4id not denmcnd on the ccho, it is not

7,

i

mbrictly acifisrble pe guch, o pryrten concieted of r lneter and

[

wo Slave sbatlons sonding oub wulses which vere received by the

I 2ox In the wofhfinder wlime, Iy noting the tire reculred for
imvddses fron the pround to reoch the plone, the movigstor or
vombordicr could obtsin fizes Dy triengulsotion ond thus mrocecd over
the overenst o Phe torpet creon. The effective ronse wos sunmosed
to ve obout 280 milco, bub cebunl exccrience choved thnt 1t could
onersto cuccesclfvlily ot con~iderably rroctoer S.ie:tanccs."as 28 used

> the IX Borber Comrund, one m:tifiuder w»lcme would lecd a f1lisht do

o
|
. Y
}
i
i
) i
- i
N 4
.
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the trrget areca, rnd b;- either dropning 1ts owm bombe or releasing
r. flore, 1t would sive the cigonl to the otker bozvardéiers that the
tarset vas below, Futhlinder »lones were firast uscé in a reid on
tie Coxyle cirdrouc vy the 3324 Group on 2L I'ebru- r;, snd soon proved
their velue., Iofor the arrivel of cdSitlonel equinuent from the
United Staten, as well as the installution of more effective equin-
renb cuch og 02020 ond ERZ,ncmmdbted much grestor sceurser in olind
bombing. Fronm thieg tlume on, the overeast censcd to afford cormlete
nrotection to eneny torgets.

loren vos & month filled with i:nortomt develorments., Considerable
chonres were rode in operationael mnoliey, newr tarsets enne under ohteclz,
cnd severzl nev growns vent on thelr firctd riseions. The first in-
nortont ehrnse in moller vns indiccted b o directive of 4 lharch frou
aldvanced Healouorters, inth Lir Toree., Ingtend of the ususl lict
of mricritier, thir dlrective owtlined twe conditions wnder which
abtoelzs pight be conducted ond then listed mrioritice for cmeh
geacral siturdlon.

The Tiret comdltion piwven vue vhere the linruuniere were onercbing
in suomort of FULLEiLudx. In this coge, $he IX Zomber Comrend wne
t> choore iis targets oo follows: fired oriority, cirfields occupied
by the GAF; second wriority, morshalling yards, "0 znd WRH neng,
railvey renelr ond service shavg--provided vipmozl boubins conditions
. rrevelled; third omd fourth nriorities, ~OUMLL tar:eots whieh nov

received the lovest roting yet issued to rolLot-bomb cites; fifth and

. PR . o
sizth wriorities, melceted industrisl install-iilons,v©

R
A
1

i
{
[ gy b ¥ w -
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The gocond condition goverrins boubing twes 0 nrovail wien the

VIII Zorber Corvrnd was not onercting, or hoé not rerucsted the
cwmoort of tho MJinth., In thic case, the IX 2orber fornwnd misht
confduet indcpondent onmerciions, obrerving the following nricrities:
firpt, morehalling parde, %24 ond WBY pens, rail oy remcly and service
chons, nnd eertoin LULLLLS contained in o emeeind lietineg; other

(o]

wriorities vere $he eni:o o8 indleoted in the first condition, execent

7

'.0

thot Cernon-iold cirficlds vere moved Qotn o <ixth wriorit;-

Tnle direective nravailed uniil eoprozimntely 15 I:rceh, then
action by the ST lecdeusrtcrs brousnt ckowt cnother chmm e, It
i1l be reenlled thot FOILCELALL wos considered n preliminory to
OVEZLOED and that the .inth oir Force, veomoorarily forscliting: ite
lactiend dutioc, hrd boeon turned lorgely into cn odjunet to the Ticlib.
in its POLVEELLL Cooratione. Hovever, thie had mver been viewed as
othier them o temmorary ossirmment, once it wos exvected that, as the
time for OVLHLOED drev necrer, the Iinth would come nore directly
uzder tihe comzznd of the ADAY, for oncrrtiong in econins 138k its
tncticrl Tunchions.

Zrrly in llareh, Sir Srofford Leighlollory covidentlr considered
the fice rine %o cfieet a chenge in the Dinth's operstions. Co the
10th he vrotc Cinercl Brereton that the time hed nov come to nreware
vor OVAIIOED nna thot the binth was to we relrnnsed froum its Tishth
Air Toree  cermitmente, excont in the ease of P81l aircralt, vhilch were

to be avnilable as eceort for heavy LVombers then neoded, After the
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reaniresents for OV_ELOULU hn~d doen meb, auy ormilabdle F-47'c oy
PLS3's chonld e wlcoeed ot the Sighth'les dienoscl 1n supvort of
POILEELA K,  Altkourh the first irmressien from a host, rendins of
this eocownicotion ie that the Uinth ws virtually indenendent, a
gcecond slonce melzes 14 cloor that the cxeentiens vhich cecommonled

el

Sir Troflord'c stobement s$ill pove the Zigath o certain eloim on a

st Yg

chare of the Linth'c omercilons,
Tne letter vent on to szy that tho greatest contribution the

Sinth could nolze to OV-ELOED would be to ottoel: roil eommnientions,

esveclolly shows, cheds, painbencnce fucilities, sipnal syrbens,

juncilon wointe, and marshalling yords, The nunber of such torsetes

in northern Zrence and Sel-ium came $0 78, and noro in Cermeny itgeld

i

P
<

vould be added for the stroateple nlr forece to abicel:z.

In view of Delgh-lzllory'e letter, it secris reasonnble to nmesume
tbat thege ldess were regwonsible for the UVinth ilr Toree borbing
direetivo of 15 Inwch., .And yot, therc ore irmwortent dlvergencies
betvecn the tvo Gocunents. The directive noies the troualificd staie-
ment that "the f:?intg Alr Torece iz nov releosed rron its mrevious
firet nriority comisitnent to aselist the Jighdh Mr Fores when

called uzon. ulGo

Tue only refererce o0 the fact thot units of the
Pinth might gtill aseiet the Lighth in POILICELY ie tho statement
thot Miien the Jighth Alr Torce Heovy bomber forces are onor~ting

end recuest diversiomnry sttaeizs by the IX Sorier Coruunnd, thig

Headguortors vill mize every effort, vithin the Limitrtions imnosed

~
B Y —.—pmwﬁ?&\ C L LY.
M 14

CERYIEIN
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by eotobliched orioritiec, to so select tixrgete ne to wroviie unim-

mzn poscible swoport. w101

vhether this wne & slmmle misundercionding or o confliet of
wolicies recording the emnloyment of the tacticel rir force, ATAE
igsued n directivo on 25 lfweh vhich elrrified the situntion., Pors-
reph § definliely stoted the oblipations of the Liinth to omerate in
= bt vd R o
sunnort of £0 ...u..\.L;s.;z.:lo"‘
Vhen practiccble, the Minth Alr Toree will, bowsver, continue to
afford asciricnee to overction POLULLLALL of the lTighth sdr
Torce. To aceorrlish thie eond, the Uinth Ady Force will select
torsets frow the 1ligt shovm in warcoronh 5, ond <o far as
rosrible in the stabted oxder of wriority, so ns to mrovide &
meximum diversioncry offect. Tor thile wurnonc, the Zijath Alr
Torce viil indlente the $ine ané crea there the dlverslonnry
gffeet is requircd om ecch cocrcbion,
Paroorani O dealt tith eselection of trrzeta. Tirst wriordity went bo
ailuzy cenbers, but it vos understood that, wecther wermitting, o
rinirgn of £ boxes of 16 nirer:ft coch vere to e cunloreld ooninst
LOBAIL jnetnllations. Seeond wmriority went to L0-0DuS listed ir the
LAir ldnistry letbters, cxeoded veely. Shlrd und fourth priority
targebs vers to be gelected inducirizl objectiver, and fiith rsnd last
priority vont to GiP-occumied airficlds.
L definite stabcuent concerning flisuter orerstions resffirmed
. 1 _ - POTL LT, oo 108
the P-El's commitment to supmort POLLIoLiulcs
P51 nireraft of the iinth Alr Force snd lstones of the Second
Wacticol Alr Torce uill contimue o opercie in suwomort of ¥OL..-
L operctions ac oné vien roquircd by the Iigath Adir Force.
Caubject to btroining recvirements of the Uilnth Lir Foree, ihe
P-4£7 pireraft will oalgo swovort, until furbhor nollcee, the

POINTLIAE owerations of the Zighthh Alr Torce vhen reculreé to
o so.
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In fact, oo eoxwleie was the conbrol cwercions
these flsater craft of the lnth thal vhen deen monebrations vere
to De made, it Decome necesenry for the Ninth to reouest the nse of
- . 04
ite ovn fighter nlenes fron the Tightk lir Torce.
Thege nev overatlonsl wollcler vere roflected by the Linth'g
iareh sortice, There wug o definite trend avny from ..0sALL atioce’rs,

ano inerencod cetividy agpinet morchalling yords., Arwmroxirrbely

{2

GO0 nlomes vere sent assinet 10 Fords, as cowpwred o 1,100 slrerald
G
chtoelking 84 L0L0IG pites, wnd 7ED attucklng 13 alrdromes. Al
thourin the wecthior was Jenerelly unicvoroble to coaylight nreeision
vozping, nevertieless the month wos n bly one omerationally. Cn the
1y £flyin:; doys of the month, o botel of 5,117.0% bone oil Domug were
drowmed oz corrmorod yith 3,288 tons in Tevrwrr; 4,049 vlones were
diepcbehed, of valen mmnroxlmetely 75 ner cent werc aitucking, LInemy
aetion arcinst the Ninth's relds wes nobd partleularly effective; 11
orovders vore lost, oné 423 dongsed.  lmny nev [rouwds vere oecoming
onmersbiorndl, Tina £1Gth (roun flew it firet nierione dnrins tho month,
gecondny the Tiret 4-23 group in the conaond to beeowme active, ond
the 34 th and the 3044h zlso vent into action obous the scoe time.loe
Anong the Tighters, the 360th ond the 368th sav eowvnt Tor the Firet
fime and ndied tholr velght to the [roviny cir offenrive n cinet the
Zelch, 107
Cnerations aralngt the yerds and railrond centers becen on 2
sarch vhen 123 laravderc Gropumed J24 tons on the yurds ot amiens/

Lonnern, ermsinge miek drnmose. & roconnsissonce ulenion over tuls

1y

————ER,

f-;hi?,-_ﬂigﬂ-Jgé. O, Cte b
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torset sioued considercble destruction mmons the uorizshomes, a ood
concentration of eraters on the coniber of the yarGe, and nt lenst
20 uagons desiroyed ~nd 18D r‘i:-z:m‘r;r:c‘x.J-C’éj O the 6%k, the vlsnes of
tho 3234 ond 29lst Crouns borbed reil commmunicstions nt Hirsen with
ool results. Ablermbs on the come doy to striice ~% the immoritnnt
centor of Creil were unsuccossiul cnd the bomodors ascirmed to tais
abjeetive nitacired cirdromes ne secordory targ;ets-.log

Yhe yrrds ot l-ine 8%, Plerre verce =truc: on the 15th b, 42
vombers drovping 48 tong of exwlosive~, oub not much Quirge vas
czuged. Un the 17th, there began thie a2ttacizs on Oreil vhich were
Inter roted as onony; the finert emnimler of wrecision bowbing during
the wr. In the £irst Blov, 70 lorouders of the 3224 nrnd 3234 Grroums
dromned 972,35 tons of bomvr over the siding arecs ond unin lines,

ihe s£idings uveore covered with ernters, sndé throvwsh lines vore ecut
in three mleces. Folling stoc: vor affected throushout the {e,rea.llo
=ut thic vos only the berinning. On the Z0th, 17 nlesnes of the
Su6th, Bl{ath, 357th, and et Orows drommed 1.: tons thnt coverca
tiae loconotive wor's, throurh lines, o railtoy dridoc, ond o neor-uy
factor; vith o fine distrioublion of tmrcia.

The elimax come on the 333 vhen all omerctionsl mrsuder srovms
gent out & total of {09 nlanos hitting tho torpet vith %31.5 tons of
emxnlosives. Tho targed area wos, in the vords of the ofvicinl revort,

Inluoct cormlotely bloxzoted, ¥ and scvere drinre wns infiicted

tarounsuout tic tarzet cres. In o letter of eongrntul: tion to Genersl

W e

MW

by e

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Brereton, the commender of the AMT choricterized the series of
onerntions arninrt Grell ne “magnificent,® and nghed thobt his ner-
gonzl consratulotions be conveyed to all who merileirsted in or con-
trivuted to toe suecess of the otbec :s.]':Ll
e lozt rold cpoinst moarchelling yords during lrch took mloce

onn the 25th at Hireon. One hundred -nd clzhteen bonbers drooped 233
tong of bombs, hitting varchousosm, locouwilve sheds, deyobs, reoulr
gaope, -nd tracs, Wareos fires vere starded, wnd on exnlosion was
gzuced in o poodn denot. Cue srouns involved in this hidhly sueces--
Tul reld vero the 535th, tho 344%h, the 3224, cnd tho 591lst.ie

Taa onerations aoaingd CP 5200 targets tonded tn ocouny “he
exrlicr n~rt of llareh, -ith o conmlderable folling off touard fhe
end of the month, Lltozether, 38 rolde vere launched asginst thie
timne of boryet, with 16 odtocis classed ns Hrood® cod 29 os “owoord
or Ufsir, % She mort succeossiul nmiscion amainst thoe robot elies $ooic
nlnce then the 226%h onpd 3334 Grouns bombed tho install-tlions at
Loatebe rnu/...rﬂre.g. Tne site vno eommlotely covered b the bursts,
wvith dircet hits on oll thiree dgidied ond the lavme, sousre conbrol
ouildins,  After om eominntlon of the roevnnnissonce vwhotos of tuis

. 113

reid, tue elte vos oguonended by the Aidlr (Anistry.

Ab the cend of “horeh, the wrojress in the conebruction of robsi-
launchin~ sreas wor oo :t'ollows:llé‘
3ites co.mletCeesrinaes O

75 mor cent Y......0...8B
By 8 gl 52

Y 4.7

Lage tirm B0y aeeeiveead
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C vl L. " ] li.-;

Coberories of dupze oloced 55 sites in class A, 20 in elass 3, 11
1156

In elnasa ¢, and none in closs D,
Avanrently Com rol Arnold tecote sonefind concerned ot the
conbinued ure of hecvy and meliun bomvers on tarrobe vhose motontiznl
neasee wna rHill uncorisin., Fe must hove communiecaied these fears
to Lei hi--llory for in & eoble of 13 llareh, the norchnl defended
his tnebics in CREOSELOJ Oporations, le stated thot o vide varletr
of bozbing tecimiouer Led to Mo emmloyed sud both mediwa- nnd hich-

level boubers vere necessary., e to $he use of 2-17's, this s only

[

ono uUhen the verthor wmrevented tho boubinn of tarrets in Geroony., e
concladed his cable By e-Fin: th-t vhen Gemernl ATnold had o cormlets

olieturs of the situwstion, ke el sur:s he iould be sobislicd with

“

. s . - i1
the efvoetivencas of the nethods nned,

2]

.

Althougi: the Zritish believed soue slies eould be osurntionsl [V
the oad of lorel, it ung Teld tht effective boubing vould ecs the
nomeor sanll.  Slx suonly elsas vould mrouvably be finished oy 15 =reh,
bus 1% tns koned tkat there could bo reduced to tuo by 1 Avril., The
muzber of nilotless nireraft thien the Geruang hind on hond vas believed
to e abowt 2,000, Jith 1,000 Deins ndded each monti. Vith the
nossibility of cn atloc: on My dond from HII pites ae e.rly cs Anril,
it is clear thnt the Erltlch cowld not look with favor on the farther

e . 117
veglzeninge of JEOIZLOV guerntions.

. Lhe sont controversinl nission of the oonth vmg Do, 205 on

1t “.

36 lnrch araingt the D-bont nens ot Ijwiden, 4s e~rly ns 27 Febraary,

en annex $0 the taeticnl bouber direcetive of the Zlat fuve tuls

s ——— ; CQWEFiBE”;“P
- ot ! < 2 iy

—— A PP

i 2 = - o vk ua -

y
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ingtallation o firct ploce aver all targets in the fourth nriority
classificntion.lla Soon affer, the Cperztional Fomearch Bestion of
the IX kozber Sozwrnd was lnstracied to investirnte the fensibliisy
of attacizing the weng, and to mnize recomaondotions regsording the
cholce of bonbs. The romults of this order vere four renorts which
indiented o consideravle de,ree of uncerbointy &5 to just how the
target ehould be atbtocted.

The OH3 renort of 2 larch uns besed on intellirence redorhs
and o nhoto reconncisconce of 20 Jonuary., Troa these it wus esti-
mated that a conerete reof of & feot was in the orocess of construe-
ticn, Tnder cuch condibions it was doubbiuvl fvhether this btarceb
is vulnerable to nediun altituds boabers using available bombs. w12
In conclasion, the renort recowzended th-b additiornal mhobo roconnois-
gonee ghould be corrizd out to deterxine vhether or not the tarzet
vere vuliernble to zellun bvomuordtient ond ended by stotin. that Wit

-~

vould anpenr thot the target could be more successlully atbtoczed by

nigh sltitude dombers. ul20

2

A second rewort 2 darys lober ves evidently bosed on more recent
reconnniesance, for it found thnat the roof was only tvo-thirds
commlete ~nd recozmenied an immeiinte atbselr uein~ L,000.pound 34F
bozbe fumed wiith o .l-seeond deloy 'l;uil.lal A furthoer rewort of

11 ilnreh eomlotelrr revorsed the recowordations nf 4 nren. It was
nov fournd theb the rool vas commleded, wnd therefore ®sun attac: from
12,080 fect conologing any of the awvpileole weorons will not »erforute

- 123 . R -
the roof. Houever, the re2ort still reocoznended an sttael tto
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destroy the construction eouinment ¢3ill in wuce, rnd dresch the

" . - . 123
cofferdan vhich will flood tho nens.d 4 sunmlenentory report
dated 30 llorch indicotos thot come dlsnsrecasnt still existed, Tor
the onening poragroons definitely stois that "thie supalonent wag

nocescnry when o discoresuent on the constructional nrogress was

o,
directed to Toorational Losearch Seedion, IX moulor Souomond. ut 3

In thig final word froa OK3, the conclusions of the 11 !zreh renort
vere vpkeld vltaout chunge.

Ihe alsslon was scheduled for the 26%h, end tooi place in
excellent vinlvllity. It wos one of the largest runs during the
aonth. All onerciionsl 3-80 growns vere involved, nad the number

of wlcnes over the targeb was 344, dropoin: 1,000-nound €2 bonbe

P}
for a total of L&D tona.l 25 In o renort dabed 20 lmrch, UFD arsesgsed

the domege inflicted on the torset. The cofrerdaw was not breached,

clthoush there were four dircct hits on it. The roof nroved o oe

~

too he~vy Tor effectlve dangse by the 1,00 .0-mound vombd, and not much

domnge wus dono to the vens., Camoaflnse on the old meas was olovn off,
gone of the berths wers dosiroyed, nnd sevoral Z-voats and gun bocts

vera sun't, Consiruetlon couinment in the visinity of the wons was

25
hit ond souc sbtores srore destroved. In concluslon, ORb siated: 138

41l the cvidence indiertes that zny type of uttaes on the main
O mens from 12,000 I%. altitude will Do abortive. The only
rea;ining nossibilit;; would gonenr to De oo sattnelr Troa 20,0060
4. or ovor using heswyy nruwor wilereing bo.tvs. o . . It apvenxs

. after the 25 lreh l‘?é:: atsacl: . ppinet this stracture thnt the
tarset 1o definisely onn Jor hish albitude nbtackzs vheore ore
cnd hewwler vosivs can ve drovmed achiovias a mrecter effect
then fubure attacks Lro.: mediun zltitudes,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

According to the eournnd hietoricn, the resulig of fthle raid,
co.xin:: so goom wfbor the outstrndioy; guccosc b Crell, coused hkeen

v . et v \ 137
dinmrrointnent ot Ulnth Jdr Porce Heodounrbers,™

General Zreroton
adlzad Oonoral Andersor o eonduet an inrestirsiion of the couces
of imnccurste vombin: in the roid, The invectl vidion shoved in gomic
gooce thrt the bozes borbed 2lirkibly off the farret uwee w-e of la-
corroet vlnd nllorcnces. The -rind hnd beon briefod ob T8 nemoh.
aile ot the timc of borvinr L4 vog netunlly £0 o 4B 1nm i, In the
o=vinion of Gener~l Andeorson, it vee Ymrogr nosii -ence %o drom Dordg
vithout ovin s rirde -n nbbermi to cheels the briofed meteoralo, dcal
eonuitions and [ﬁo_t:/_ %0 have mode indientod corrcelions in wre-net
toriin: dabo. RS Other focbora tideh vere cibted oo hoving couseld
errors vore too lhmrried apnronches to the torget, too short bomd
runs, ‘nd o clecinlin: of concenbdration.

ub these ecritieinus cwocur geoeonirry, ond it i~ dilfliewdt to
avold vonlering if the cuthoriiles of the _inth vore not more con-
coracd over the xodilure of the bowbere o degbrory the mrlmzery objoe-
tive of tho miccion., sub ~% thle =wolnt, « basic cuesdion mmet e
roicedl Uhad toe the wrivoer objieekive? In tho ooihion ol OF3,
undoubteddy the mnoer wos bhe cofferdra,  Zub thero onoezrn to be
somo cuestion ~o to vhsthor or mot the recommends Slons of 1) llnrch
wvore wesd 0¥ the IX Bonbor Sorvuwnd.  othlngs in the n7niloble den-
monbe indicnbes thot dhe omhasie nl-ced op OR5 on tlde inctollation
and ite dostrastlon twe comvwmic vbed o thoe Iwomfer erem,. In Thet,

e vriter of fthde atudyr vag informod v ome of iz nilols 1ho

marblelvnbed in bho bbae’s that, to the beetd of Lilg Tmorled e, the

‘“—H—M
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den had not veen nenbtioned during the vriefing of hils squndron.

128

In the interrogntions made afteor the raid, the records iadienie
that the erews were anxzioua to tell the interrogetor wienever their
bonoe hzd londed on the roof of the pens~-imlying that thery con-

sidered tids the moin cnbjr:af.:‘ﬁi*ana-.}"3':J

Tet tho reports of URS pod alresdy
indicated thnt vith the woomons avallnble, the comnond eould not
gueceed in guen an atbacin,

+he 2ca theomgelves helieved thet the rold hod besn satisfrebors,
Yhe nichoricn of the 8728 Boaovardment Groun cnoter one cerevr nerer
8 sayino: Yle mav we hod on~id them baelk with dividendes whon ve nade
the turn aftcr dropwing the bombs cnd sovr cuoke billovdin: over the
tarset, ¥ 51 Iz §ue opinion of R/Sst. Lovie Lacher, o navimbor on one
of the nlanen, Yo the time the lsrouders hcod Ciniched, every tulldélng
in the tar-ot croo ucs on Tire, W33

Frowably no fincl decision con be rendered ot this time, bat
1t is difvieult to epecne the iimression that some of the eriticlan
vireeted acainst tne Yombing of the comnond in this rission is un-
Juotified in viowr of the uwncertuinty as to the nriwory ovjective.
I the oprincincd nmurooge of the attae't wnd been to dostrox $he nens
oy brezling throw.h tho conerete roof, the ULRS resorts meze it clear
that the fundcronicl lindsations of the cireraft and vozbs used vore
rernonnubdle for the fallure rud got minor insecurneles of novisation
and Doraing.

For thr figater unitg, the month of linrek 1ms one of frent

activity., Oneo hundred ond geven migrions vere shnged, ~nd 5,022

'.‘ r? *II‘-'I.’ .“' - m . i Lba by
1 ¢

11k
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nlanes vere clroorne, of vhich 339 vere cborbive. In view of the
great nuwnber of nlanes onercting, losoos of 30 anireraflt eond nilots
do not seed excescive., ITifty-tarez eneny slreraft vere claimed as
desvroyed during tihie month. As indieatod nweviousl), onerational
directives ablll obligated the fignters to act as eserrt to the Zipatu
o8 vell as the Tinth. One of the olgrest aciions toolk mlace on
& llaren. Both U. 8. nir forces vere ng:ed to contritvute fighters
to acooueny 840 Flying Fortregsses and Idbercters to Derlin. As o
regult, thr Ulnth fightor orgpmmisctions made o prent effort, and
the 304th, 353th, 3634, S63C, cnd 385%h Tighter Grouws took nart.
the lest 2 orprnizotions setually nade 2 flishte in the coures of
this migsion. %he zine of the Thunderbelts omnd llastongss were
glraired to the linlt, ond the 3B4%h cehieved sonolhln> of o roeord
py staring in thie alr O hourr and 10 minutec. Tmfortumabely, the
FEEd rvetoined o hesvy blov during the nerinl coxmbate by o record
123

losp of 1] wlomeg,

turdh vas olre the begloning nonth for fighter dive-vombing
onerctions. Tho fired —dseion of thie tiwme uns ecarriced out by the
366th Group on 15 llnrech, vhen 7 »lones dive-bombed the £t. Tolory
cirdrome vith o Z20-mound bowd owicce, Farec hits were scored on

AR . - . - x
rur.tm;rs.l”' Trow that tine on, Giyve Doxbing lnercnood uwntil a elimax

o

1vae reached on 28 llnreh. On that fonous day, vhile the bombers wers
beocdin; out cercoss the Shonnel fovnrd Ijmuiden, O fighter prowns

3

rbboclr d morehalling yords cnd OEOBS.Ou

tergebs 1n
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toe gone tloc, mony fisatcr sucens 2eross northern Frochco and
~elpiua vere carried oub ce often as weniler nornittemlaﬁ
ne grent achievenent during the month rist e eredised to
the G7tk Yoetleal leconmalcconce Grown. [hils was to corry out
vhot toe worhiame the moct seeret snd irmortont whoto nission of the
vithout the loss of 2 »ilot or o nl-me. ke ascisnrent vas to
volto Lerton Oblioue whotos of 180 nlles of Trench coort line ond
then to ftolzo $uo inchorz rbrins 100 ziles long cnch. The eoastline
strin uze to e tolien 2,030 yords offchiore, ond the iorhore strime
136

vers o ©2 tallen ot 7,000 oné 14,000 yerds inlend,

Yo curry out thic grect bosl:, elovorsbe wrennrabions hod bo

=

e mede.  ltother, of course, unt a rejor provlea an ood viedbility
wag ~ vrine essenticl, Tlembhor mlomes hod to De flovm frecuently
to checl: nrefletions. Jnother serious mroblen wos the donger bo the
nleners from rloli.  To folne tho oblioucr, it wme necesscrr for hhe
rooto nlne to hold o stroight cource for eporexiuctely 4 winubes
ot 8,807 Teet. Housver, thic proved bo e go fnmrerous thot

rmeclel photogrenldc eowlvnent usg lnctelled so thet tac rung gomld
be mnde ab the sliindly safer altitude of €,020 fect. 287 Detwoen
23 Devroorr: end 20 loreh, 823 rmicelones vere flovm in thie execution
of thig &lffievld tacl., The {incl dotcl of w,500 nrints wroduced
pates tois nrovnbl; tkbe lurpeost Verdon miecion s ot nlonned cnd
exseuted, In the vell-chosen vords of the wnii cit-bilon bestowed

on the 87¢2 Groun, itc werformnnee wag on oubstondin. and merctorisus
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cebloveront in the nperformomee of duty in netion s~ainet the encmy.
« o « In $ho execubion of the oerial onorctlions comeccormed, remar:-
aJle success woe oellcoved ibtwout the loss of o sincle cireraft, . . .
The wrillinnt ceoievenont of the 67th Troebienl Feeconnod reonee Crown
ig on izsortont contribubion to the furtherince of the wor efi‘ori:.”wa

Amril drowht no chance in omerational moliecies, The heaviest
abboelis vere dirccted coeinst marshalllng yards, uwith CEOBSI0.
oserstions definltely in second wloce. Other torpete vere Gercon—
held glrdromes cnd coastcl fun exmlrcerents. Dobl bomoers ond
Tighters verc used in oftacte on all tyvwes of instollitions excent
constul pun emplrecezents thileh vere regerved exclusively for lorcuders
cond Zogtong.

Lie first kalf of the month vog rarized by inclement veother.
Leturecn 1 and 17 Anril, there were only B owerniiorzl dsyre, of uvbien
10 Loril sms the bipgest, with 550 Yombers dlrecting on unusually
heavy blou acoingt gun ermlocements nenr Lo Havre and corrrins oub
wipor sbtaclze cgainst mnrakallines porde ond SCLATLS,  Flshbers dive-
oorned sirdremes ond roilrord imstcllstions.

ldscione nrainest the rovot-vomd sites by VILIY oné IX Socbor

Qomaonds and tho AT reculted in 10 adddtionn] suspensions durins
o &0 . " —x - s —
the zonth. Tnrinz the firet 72 veczs of tnwril, 5 dive-boxbing;

abtochs vere ezecuted ciningt this time of torget, bud the results

e, *

were not aseertaired. 33 Anril 3 1% wos estiooled thoal CF gites hrd

&
. 141
recelved Qirect Lilo on essenticl elexcnbs.

~ b ot -
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i
Fighter wnits vore mow murtieln . binsg in siuost every Llnd of

miggion, ond for the first time, dive-boubin, nssirmreats oub-
nurbered bomber escort rdsgions. She sturdy Thunderdolt tool: over
the lerser onrt of the rmigslone cgoinst the cirdromes by maliing 23
dive-bozbing and 6 strofing attacks oo commared vith the loreuders!
12 .
2, The 4D5%h cnd 371st Grouns became ovorotlonel durins the
ponkh, ~nd to orlunt them to conditions in the theater, the new
rllots were scnt on fipghiter sweons over tie Contlnent. As o rTesuwdlt,
this sort of omorcbion saows o concidercule lnorense over lorch. The
rarder of fighter nlenes thot vere cbortive durins the nmonth shoved
- . - o0 143
o deerecce in commrriron with nrovious recoris,
48 the [inth'es omerctions verc exbtended in on cver-increasing
teompo ovor wore ard more targete in rorthern France, Lclsium, ond
the Letkerlands, the provlem of civilicn crsunlities seriocuslr con~
corncd tho Jomber Com.onmd, Ilost of the morcshalling yords, vhieh wvere
recelving such heovy tlovs, vere lecabed in densely mowuloted sectors,
end althou b soere damagze bo the lives and nronerty of citizens
friendly to the Tnited Fotloms wng, merforce, inevitadle, 1t vas
Cesired to avold tuis vhenever moseibleo, This moint wuas strongly
ewmzhorized by the romver Comreznd in a telet;pe to the cournnding
1!
oiflecers of oll vings and grouwna:™ -
JAs hos been gbobed mony tiren, the moliticol acvect in ccecuvicd
counbries does not allor for innoccurate boxm m.ng, in aress vhich
cre well ponuloted., Iately our ftorcote have beon improvcrly
called marsuolling yords, Actunlly our torsebe nre the loco-
notive cheds and the vwogon repeir sheds loected vitshin these

Terda, It i unforiwnate thnt ther are often locried elther
rithin or on the owbelzirbte of rother lorge eities. I desgire

- A . ,
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thet it e brousht to the abbontion of c‘éénfr,“ exder acain, and
prioer to ev.ry mission the necerrity of holeing: bombs if the
target ares ig not clewrly vielble. Cn seversl of our rvcent
miscions ve hovo coused severe elvilion ecsunliies vecsuse some
Tiirbt lecfers huve mode poor decicions and hove atiempted 3o
ooub vithout wrower symchroulzation tarowdh S/10 ond 9/10
cloud. . . . Thege fevw lgolnted cnsos . . o Love coused scvere
eriticiem vhich rofloete on the thole comrvnd and vhich rny
dlctate the tiwe of borgete wnon vhich ve ocre cornitted in the

futore.
Cn 16 Anril 1944 the Uinth Air Torce ceolewrnbed itg first 6
ronthe in the £E0, Shorting vith 2,162 men, by the end of 6 nonths

it hed expondeld to the icnrescive figure of 163,012 officors znd

145
rien., Zeripning with erall omlecions crainst cirdromes ond overating
largely under Tiphth Alr Foree contrel, during these € ronths it had
cecvired a folr degrec of indewcndence, ond as $he neriod ended, i3
s besdming to perform coue of the funetions ond onerations sult-
ablo to o full-fledsed tactieal oir force.

Tiere hed beez, ol eourse, .ony dlfficuliics. Cone of then eax
frozm the cormlicnbcd militory setun for the invosion of Bermany.
Thus the Flnth ves o port of the AT, vhich olge ineluled tuo in-
portant IAF orgoninciions, cnd at the erme time it wirs under tho zd
minisgtrotive control of UZilll', a purely Americon orgenlzation. Taese
coimlicnted relotionchine required o careful verking out of nroce-
duree unlen orten tooir weells to wmerfeet. The cuoply aitustion wves
esneciclly cormlex, ~né roruests Tor additional ecuivmnent wvere gone-
timee held wo 532 dors o :3::‘1-9.:"'%G

Doring ite ecrly dnys in the =70, there was a tendency for the

linth to ve ¢verschadoved b; the Lipmath Aly Force, ond since o lorge

r\"“:“‘r [, .

-
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nort of the poreonnel of USLLU. mnd USSELT pare from the latter
orgarisetion, thoy anturally tended to thint of its mroblems firsh;
to 1tz owvm ncrgonnel, the liinth scezed 4o De somethins of o shen-
child. Hovever, these mroblems tore 1little more then "oroving woins, o
rnd ag the UGinth develowed, ther tended to clip into the backtoround.

lore gericus, clthouga werlicns inevitoble under the eirevn-
cbances, woo tho delay in pebtins equirment to the nev alr Force.
Tie Z604 Fishter Growr, Tor oxewmle, wos in the thecter for almoct
2 nonthe vefore its nlunes arrived, cnd a lonz deley in the shivmens
of P-6l's and P-70'r ;wectly held un niht figatin: overctions end
147

adlitionsl whoto roconnalssance.

Comznd rolationshing were sometires excescively coinlex. The

B
i

glon of fi_ater wnite inbo tharce senorate compmands is o case

i

a woint. Accordin; to the asclstent hictorian of iie Uirth, "there
cre ;- evidencer thob tuis eormliented geb-wn has comced confugion,
not only in the minds of officers outcide the throc hezdquerters
concerned vio rachk deml 1ith fthexm, vub in the minds of persons irme~
diatel;” involved. plded On the oiher hond, it vnes oceosionally
diffienlt to obtnin Ter Temarituent androval for orparisations that
cecred wrgently necessary, In the case of the IX Tngineering
omren@ cnd the IX 4lr Tefence Cormend, the need for thrm hed Doen
envigr ged by the old VIIT Air Swwort Cormmand s errly os Juomet
1843, but thelr vere not for.ally activatod wntil 20 lnrch 1944,

Vhen the nromoged B/0 for the Imrineer Comannd uons sub-itted to tae

war Tepardnent, o full 7 weeis elomoed vefore it wae spnroved, Sue

rane .
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AADA
ADA
ATAR
AFAEP
AFTHI
AFSC
ALG
AMWIS
ASC
ASWaAT

BADA
Djos
ETOUSA
GAF
MRR
ORS
SAP
TAG
TCC
TAD
TADA

TABAC
THR

USAAFUK
USAMZAR
TUSSTAF

GLOSSARY

Librery Section, Recevtion FBr., Collection Div,,

AG/AS, Intellleence
Advenced Alr Denot Ares
Advonced Depot Ares
Altied Xxpeditionzry Air Forces
AC/AS, Plans
Historicel Divislon
Alr Force Service Command
Advenced Landing Ground
Alr Minlgtry Weekly Intelligence Summzry
Alr Surport Command
Atteched Services wilth Army Alr Forces

Bage Alr Depot Ares

Deputy Chlef of Steff

Buropssn Thester of Onerstione U, S, Army
Germean Alr Force

Mobile reclametion rnd remair

Operztionel Regeerch Seetion
Seml-armor-plereing

Tactical Adr Commend

Troon Carrier Comm=znd

Tactlcal Alr Demot

Tectical Alr Devot Ares

Tactical Alr Force

Tacties)l Alr Service Ares Cormmand
Tactical Mission Eeport

U, 8, Arny Alr Forces in the Unlted Eingdom

U, S. Army Middle Eeset Alr Foree
T. 8. Strategic Alr Forces in Europe

LY. AT RN
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crmectotion of hovin @ thege orgenizobtions in the Jiinth wlus the faet
148

that they had not yeb becn onmproved coused rueh troucle.

vt come oF there problexs verc no doubt wurnveidoble in g0 large
on organisntion, foreed to eciovlich itself wmud enrry on anerations
at the sore $ime. Judged froi. thls woint of view, the zchlevenents
off the Linth vere rrect and reflected much credit on the wuen vio
mode then poselible. DTor the sirensth of mmy oir force lies in the
zen that nolte Lt live ond funcition, and not in the »lones they fly,
Lay afier doy, wee: after vect, month after wonth, the Jinth idr IZorce
rns acle to sond oul & consbontly inercasing nurber of sireraft apeinst
its assifmed torgets. Tilying in all inds of weathser, agoinst heavy
flalr end firhtor attaex, the pilots onld thelr croire bomued the ob-
Joetives and uwsunlly oroucht their mlones bocok, olften riddled wits
koles ond tadly dernso., The courcge cnd Gevotlon b0 duby of the
ron of the Uinth Air Force were the foumértion ctones upom vileh 1bc
nenlovenents wero duils, snd cithoud vhich tuis hizdory rrovdld have

hrd o wery differcent sbtory to Hcll.

s
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CL-0U2-EE64 (18-2-48), Morchall to Royee, informstion for Ievers,
5;‘3-5:‘:61: 17 s@:’.). 43,

CL-IN-2620 (E-10-13), Devera to UfD, ,Wn¥B00, 4 Oet. £3.

Joint Communnders' lleetins (Sth & 9th AR's), 12 Oeb, 43 in IX
Tighter Comd., Inily Staff llectine ldnuntes, in APIHI,

Inid,
Euild-un of 9%n AT,
Hg. Sth A7, GO 400, 18 Oct. 43, in AFIHI,

Eintory, 1Z Pishter (oud., 18 Cob,~351 Doc. £3.

Bietory, I Zdoubor Comd., Dee. 23.

History, IX Yroon Corricr Comd., 18 Cec%.-20 illov. 4%,
Eistory, EO0th Troopn Corricr Vinz, Cob. 43,
Tuild-un of 8tk A2,

Momo by llaj. E. C.__.ms21l, Listoripn, 2th AT, Sources of Unite of
¢hAT, 8 Dec. 48 [Jources of Units/, in JFIuI,
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Anec0ll memo, Sourcos of Units.
hid.
Ibid.

Angall nenmo, Tas Iirst 3ix llant of tae 9th LP in 3ritain,
15 Jwril 43, in AFIHI,

ihid.

Lt. Col., X. i, George, YEstndlichment of JAdwomeed Ho, 9th AT
20 Uy 442, in S2TEI,

Angell nemo, Zuild-uwn of Oth 4T,

Higtory, 3856tn Ilyhter Squadron, 3C02th Fijhtor Croum,
lbid.
ipid.

-IN-13643 (29-12-43), Zrercton for irneld, ,W&785/L33, 18 Dee. 43.

In comzenting on Coble ,B785/533, Genercl Arnold stabed: Iais
ig the seeond or third time thot this stunt hac Deen mulled,

Let!- gtom it and be euare 1t won't umimen asnin. ! Comient recorded

in erble volune Landon 1 Seriec, Teo, 43, in 4TI,

To, 1IX ““1{}1’501‘ Cond, , ®Iaily Stoff !leotins Esworis,® 2 ov.-31L Iec.

%, in STIHL,

Eo. IX AT40, Wwerioale S6aff Rezord,™ 29 Teh. 44, in 2814l
Aneoll meno, Tyniecal Poctical Vino, 10 Jon. 44, dn ASTIHEL,
dLLL.

Ristory, PO%h Tifaaber Vimg, 1-22 Teb. 44,

Lir., Aeetd, Insteetor Gencyel o CROtRIF, 3¢ Anril 44, in Eistory,

IX Somber Gomd., Anril 44,
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@Ll. Chort: Imnplesentntion of Sradley FPesort ifreetins VIII AES,in
ARLAL,

22, ILtr,, Brereton to OU IX Figater foud., 14 Jna. 44, in ATIET,

. 23, History, IX Fighter Comd. zné IX Lir Swrort Comd., 1-29 Dob. 44.
22, Iid.
25, Inid.

23, History, IX Zi hter Qonmd, and IX Air Swmort Coazd., March 44,

20, Duild-un of 9th AT,
31, Chorty Orgomicctbion of the 9%h A7, 2 June A&, in LEIEL.

O3, Eiebory, 1X Somber (omd., Jan., 44,

35, aid,
37, Inld.

83, ILir., Col. J. 0, Eilvorn fo OF IX Zomber Cond., Combot Ving
Ouerbionnl Foller, 18 Teb, 4%, in Eistory, IX bomeer fond.,
9. Eietory, IZ Lozbor Cond., .hrch 44,

#0.  Asty. longwoctor Gencrul to OO L4 AL, Surver of Adxintetrotion o
Viny Level, 22 l»ril 44, in History, IX Zomber Conmd,, 4nril &4,

s
ad
.

Fictory, 1Z zorber Ooré., Uarch 24,

:.3. T ‘?.
£3, Ibid.
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Ho, IX 3osber Comd., "Ordnuxece ietivitles Redort,” 21 Tob, 44,
1n o5THI,

LS8 {D-8-L4), Sannts B3 Sraold, LAA0E, S Yareh A4,
llemo for 0/a9 from 40/A3, 110D, 13 larch 4%, iw ATINI,
Biectory, IX lo-ber Oord., lreh 44,

id,, doril 4%,
ibigd.

Itr., OF IX Zomosr Gomd, $o Coxzd. Surgeon, 1 Inroi -, iuid,

1ot ind. (ltr., CF IX Soumber Comd. to Cord., furceon, 1 lnrch 41
urseon to OG I lomber Cormd., 8 lhareh 44, 1uid,

Joid,

llemo to 00': from Fo. IX Zombdor Cowd,, Cportionn! Leave Tolicy,
in Mintory, Li Zomver Goxd., Smrll 44,

Hievory, I Joober Conmd., April 44,

let ind. (ltr., Gf/8 9th A% fo GG 1L soaber Jomd., 20 fmril 44),
¢/5 I douver Comd, to CG Jth A%, a.d., in Iistory, IX Dorber
Gomd. , Anril 44,

24 ind. to letter im n. B8, §/§ to U8 IX Boxbver Comd,, 29 Jmril
History, I1X Somber Coxd., Avril 4:2,

Lhid,, ‘»rch 44,

1pid.

Loid.

Suildewy of 2tk AT

Zbid.

dd:,

Inid. JAecording to fnzell, the 437th Croum was origieally assicned
30 the BDth Ving out v.g imedintely tranclferref to tae 534, =long

vith the 4%5%h vhich olro come fronm the BIth Ving.
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656, Higtory, 4374 I0 Crowo, 20 Jan.-352 Teb, 44,
€8. History, 438th 33 Grows, oo, 44,

67. Intorvieu vith Copt. Fobert Earll, 11 LApril 48,
63. History, IX W02, Loril 44,

€8, Lir., COol. Goorye llogyo to Drig., Gen. 3. ¢. CGodfrey, 12 Zeb. <5,
in A% 312.1F, Coeratlons Lettera.

70. Chart: Ianlencabbion of the Brudley Flom, 4 jug. 43, in ATLI,
7. ALG CT0.71-3, Interviews rnd Inforzsiion.

?2' Histor:f, I}': :”‘.'C.'L:I‘. GO:'H].. 1 ::":: 1:0?0 “:‘3-::{3 ) ‘-AA-.

73. i
74, Inid.

75, Eigtory, 8Z4th ner. ba, (Ava).

e

*¥

AL
S 2,

T
2]

%6, Eistory, IX Jncr. Cond., 24 Hov.

i}

32, liemo for AC/8, O¢D, Provoned Activation of the 9th AT Ingr. Oozd.,
4 Teb, &&, in A% 322 F, 37

83. C-L0-S£48 (12-3-44), srereton to rmold. , 19304/1C52, 7 lur, 44,
8, Tallée-un of 2%h T,
Jo.  Lieuowr, Blet 4A) Trippfo bo 10 [hm 44,
Qo £6. Inid.
g7, Inid.
8g. Ibig.
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I
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¥o. Oth oD Blntellionce llionusl,¥ Sece. 10, in SITIHL,

iean on Urgonincbion ond Fistory of the Chemdcnl Section, Sth AT,
o *
25 Dee, 43,

Ibid.

Eq¢., 2th AT, Officc of the Surgeon, "Anvucl Fenord of lledicol
Cenortment Activitica,® 18 Jon., 44,
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Shapter IV Pad | B

ing, Jdbert Lenavglny, "Zictory of $he Alr Service Cormend in the
Zuronean heoser of Coerctions,! Chep. 8, in LFIHL, Ihis sbudy
contoing irnortint inforwrition vhi ch is not yet avellsble slse-
vaere. It ig volurole for thoce intereeted in traeins the grovih
of the alr secrviee cormrnde,

-
oy 1T v e
Le 'k«uﬁ.ﬂ, .

rif;. Gen., Imdh §. ixerr, YAlr Borvice Comicxné in sfrica,V
5 June 42, in Lenaielr,

Q LI

Lerouelny,

425 Epsulotion 20-L, 10 Dee. <2, in Lenoussr.
Lenowglzy, Chon, I.

bid,

Fo. 8th AT, 80 101, 10 Junc 43, in Dooorslizn.
Ha, Sth AT, Ulpubes of Jomemdors' veeting, 20 Jwlr 435, in Lenor-sioe.
Ho, Sth AD, G0 1892, 11 Cet. ¥, in Leowauslis,

I, oth AT, Iicr.?:x ,id8-1, YGencrel Lircetive for Uoer~itlons of Fhe
VIIT 4230,% 23 July £32, in LZewwiwe'g,

Ho, S5th AT, linvtes of Cormaomdere! llgetin~ 20 July 48, in
honas'zr.

r
e it |
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Hr, 3th AF, (dnubee of Gorimmdfers! lectlzmy 10 B2y, <8, in
Lepoorgloy.

Hq. 8th &7, llemo ,188-L (reviged, 17 Ceb., 43, in Leporisicy.
Lowwg'sr.
Ioid., Ghun. 5,

Uemo for Co'e, Sth 4T Gonde. frou Plons omd Contrsl Tiv., lst ali,
Yiooile lnintensnce ond _Le.jr:ir Tunita, 11 Jan, £38,

Tenwroioy, Chim, 0,

Irda.  Aleo Hictery, IX ATH3, 16 Qet. 43-01 Jrm. 44,
Luid

Shord: Oreenigation of IE AZEC, LD J-on. &7,

Tatory, IX ATEQ, 16 Cob. 47 to 21 Jaun, &4,

e

Anvell meno, Alr DTesob Areas, 17 Teb, £4,
History, I3 aGv, Tmrch 44,

Ibid., Tcb, &y vlzo Hlsbory, lot AL, Dob. L.
Lngell meno, Tpale-l Toctienl Jir Pewob, 22 Jon. 44,

Hq, Oth 47, "lemo-70-13, drpamisation and laerndion of a dneticnd
My Tomes,® 17 Jon. 44,

Ho. IX 4T85, (owy 70413, & lnrch &,

Toid.

Fistory, IZ AT, 16 Cet. 43-81L Jrn, <4, (-,
_F

T
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44, Ioia,

£B. QU-0TD-762 (-2-4), Arnold %9 Ynonbs for Inerr, L33, 2 Teb.

. 46, Ibid.

AP, CUIN-2887 (C=ne(t), Snnnbs to Axnold, ,IBACD, 4 Teb. 44

Lt

P v SRR

45, Leonvsisz, Chan, D.

T, Hietory, IX D20, [nren 44,
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Chopter ¥

-

Anscll memo, Toe Jirst Six momthe of the Mipbh Jdir Torece in
Britain, 16 Anril 44,

Inid.
did.
1uid.
Ho. 9%h AT YWralnlns- I'coo ED-32, & Jov. 2.8,
Ibid.
Wid.; Ha, Sth AT lleno £0-0, 23 Dov. 8.

da. 9th AF Iceentlon licnucl, YInforuntion lor Imcouins Units," 5 Iov.
.

Eq. 9th AF, licao EJ-1, § Uov. <3,

Inid.

Aoid.

Aneell gczo, Troining of Iirins Contrel Ciiieers, 11 Jan, 44,
Ha, 9%2 AT Intelligence Office, Fecention !lwmusl, Sec, 4, 1-4.
loid,

Ikid., 3.

History, IX 1733, 16 Ceb, 43-31 JFon, 44,

Itid.

loig,
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. 37, Ibid., Inrea 44,

30. bid., Jebv. &L

e
32, Ibid., Joril £,
23, Anesoll mens, Jxerelse ZCULEAG, 29 tmril &7, On the londing of

2L 4ril 184, thich Injor .n"n'l'! rifnegred, the cndire oncrotion
o0’ about 2D .dmabes, ~nd only el ~at wvohlelen weroe shalled,viric.
tan eoncldored pood,

34, ligtory, IZX A0, Awril 44,

%5, Bri-, CGen. 3. 7. Glleg, "Insocetioncl Tigit, O IX W00 o Afrlean
Tnonter, 25 Jov. 5.

36, Toe 30th 20 Vin. wns Bae only operntional wmit in the commond. ot
thnt time.

37, History, Kq. oxnd o, Bq., BOth 30 Ving, .ov. 5.

28, Ho. IZ L4J directive, Ierineabdzd) Couoct Tewnt Licreises, 23 lov, 43,
39, EBistory, Ho. IX 200, Tea. <4,

£0.  kietory, lq. 48LtA Go., TX UG, Tee, £3.

21, History, Un. cnd Fe. 8q., 50th B0 .ing, Jan. .

32, Eigtory, 77 70 8o, (435%n I0 Groun), ilrch &4,

&
E

456, Eistory, £2d B7 Vips, Joreh 4L,
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History, La. IX u00, .mril 44,
Oictory, Otk 53 Sq., ipreh 44,

History, Yaq. IX Tlqater Coad,, 10 Cet.-31 Ice, 3.

Inid.

By, iX Fifaber Cozd., Toily Stalf lecting, < Jov, 3.
En. 1£ Fighter Comd,, Memo E2-2, Training, 1 Tov. 43,
bid., E£ee slso Sn-ell scuo on trolalng, £3 Tee. 43,
Ioid.,

Inid., Aleo, 111 sor,, Im Flrater Coxd., 1-891 Jan, 44,

Lbr., (wernds to Srereten, 23 Jun. 44, in Bistvorp, IX Iihter Co.g.,
T'gd, Lk,

An-ell meso, Alr Suwmort Infocirinntion Courses, 256 Jan. 44,

Lir., Cuescds 4o Srereion, 19 I'eb. <4,

Yicsory, IX Difiler Cond. and XIX Air Swinort Cond., lnrch 44,

Ibid.; Anosll zezo, Tlisit Lecders' School, 1l &0y Hietory,
LX Tichter Co.d. and ZIX ASD, lorenn o0,

Tuid, , smril 28,
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dnrell mems, IE Zorder Cozd, Training, 1 Jon. &£,

Ho. IX womber foxd. llemo D9-11, Sustninine Trainin~ Directive,
15 Tee. £3.

Jmeell wemo, IX Zoxber Cound. Troining, 1 Jon, &4,
Histor:, IX Zozber Cond., Les. <3,

Inid,, Jonm. <&

i,

Ha. 9th AT lleso, Exdining Schools, 10 Jon, <,
Ldodd.

Ibig.

History, IZ —omoer Comd., Feb, <.

m‘io 3 u.urc-ﬂ- *'lé..

Thr., D/G3 9%2 A to O IX -ouber Cond., 27 lnvch 44, 1bid.

Lér., D/0S 9th A7 to C& IX Zombver fomd., 23 I'sren 44, in History,
IL Somper Comd., lren 44,

M :TEE,EFF_“E,!
(R 0% I g
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COL DAL
]

92. Brig. Gem. §. . Anderson to all C0's of vinsn cad -~rouns, IX
Zombor Comd., 30 l'nrch &4, in ibid.

53, 24 ind. (1tr., OF IX Zomber Cond. to CF Btk AT, 2¢ Ikuwch 42) by
e

. Gol, H. Z. Thotcher, in J0iS,
94, EHistorr, IX douber Sond,., Inrch 44

95. Ihid., Anril 44,

9y, Ibid,
100. He. IX Hacr. Comd., A-3 Periodic Staff Remort, 10-20 umpil 44,
101, History, IZX Ingr. Comd., 24 lov. &3-larch 44,

102, Ihid. uleo, Ha, IX 47350 iemsy 180-4, "Wrmeuflsge,® 10 loreh 44

106, Gol, Cori J. Srane, Eovort on I03.0 4o 0G 24k AF, & Jom, 44,

106, II¢. ¥V Corws U. 8. Army, "Oritique Hold ot Yoo 7T Ooras 12 Jon. 44,M
Toc, 54, 23 Jou. 44,

107, Ibid.

108, Hisbory, Id Ti ater Ceond. nnd JIX Alr Duwnort Coad,, [Trea 44.

108, Ho, IX Air Swrort Cozd., oo on VR, T fmrll 44,

110, He, 9bh AT Jemo E9-3, *Growm “oa'll:.t" wrereisos,t 83 Lov. 43,

111, Lt. Qol. R, H., George, neno on robllisy Ixercicesw, 10 oy 44,
. 112. Ibid.

118. History, lix Zomver Comd., Fob. 4,

114, Inid., llarch &5,

115, Ansell mewo, The First Six llonths of the . inth Alr Torce in EZritain.

! s T
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Crotor VI b

1. Plon for Goubined Zowber Cffongsive froa tho T, 12 aorll 43,

o 2. IN1100-20, Cormand, pad mlogrent of 4dr ower, ©L July <3.

3. Flan for Countined Zomber Cffensive fron this T,

4, Ionld.
5. [Ibigd.
6. Inid.

7, Alr Uisietry Vecdrly Intelligence Swimery (LIIE), 1. 233, 19 Tob,
44, 133lied My Abtnc-s on Ocownled Airfields, in -2 Iib,

8, llemo Tor O0G 34 Zomb. Ving by nj. Alfred H, von Holnit=, Lov Level
Zoxdardnont, 20 Dee. 4

9. Georpe mend, xmerisnees of the 3224 Zoub. Groun in Liow Level
—onusnrdoent, 27 Dee. 48,

10. emo for OU 3274 G4. Dy von Folnitz, Lov Lovel Zombardzent, 13 Inr., £3.
11, He. 82 A7 dircetive, Trechoca forywete for 34 Ting," 3 Ly JE.
13, Goorre. 3Seve n. I above.

13, llemo for 00 3234 2oub., G7. by von Iolnitn, Iirexze Dunmser in Con-
telated ldecion, 17 lLus 28,

14, Iedid,

185, GCeorge. Sce n. 9 above.

16. Leid
17, loid.

13, ILbr., Jolzor $o Slessor, 7 June £3, in AFIAL files.
. 1v. IThr., A-5 5tk AT to 4A-2 VILI AR3, 14 June 43,
0.  Lir., 0% Sth 40 %o OG VIIL 483, 12 June 43,

o1, Ibr,, 08 ©4h 4F to OG USAETUL, 28 Qet. 43,

e ] L :
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. Plistorienl Sumners of VIIL ASQ0,M I, larrative.

&)
WMJ

[ 5]
s

. liscionn Swowrr, 17 July 43-11 Smeil 44 (VI 4.0 and IX 47),

24, Ir., OF 9%h .7 o Ul UIALTL, 23 Ceb. 48; meoso, AC/AS, Zloans bo
. G/ 8, fesrpenizetlon of UJ Arsy fir Iorecs in the T, 57 Aun. 73,

in WP-IIT-i8, Gt. 2ritoin, 1455,

o5, Tte., CF 9%h 0T o ©F USLATUL, 28 0ct.43.

26, Ea. 9th A7, ".inth lir Zorce llissions,?! LB Cet.-31 Dec. 43,

27, Indg.

2%, 9tk ) Cnerctions Swrory, L6 Och. 4331 Jom, <&, Ihe bomb toanags
for Cobobor cnd lovembver ¢oes not inelnde 230 foms dropucd By the

3911 Tomb, Seuniron (L) unich uoe rovannt of the old VIEE 40
chbrened to the I Tor theoge 2 nmonbhe.

29. Ibid.
30. &LIE, 219, 13 Yov. ¥, in A2 Lib.

21, Ho, sth A7 Seetlenl Jdcalon Iegort, 4 bec. <3 for migslon ¥S on
11 ov. 43,

32, Ho, 9th 52 LR, 22 Dee. 43 for nmigeion 101 on 36 lov. &3,
8., Ho. ©to AT LUR,E Dec, 43, miselon tv onm 1T Lov, 4.
34, lecco for CfS by a9/i8, Flons, 27 fuc. 3.

38. Ha, 9th AP dlreesive, Toeticel Bomber Cherntions, 16 Tec. 43,

7. Iibid., 25 Pae. 43,

27, FBistory, 3324 0., 17 Juwiy-3L Desz. £43.
. 4, oo, grogrdos Caowablons crningt €1 rites, ' & Tee. 435,
4o, Birbory, 3024 Oo., L7 Julp-31 Bee. 3,

(3. Lomo, Sfrosnuoet (mersslons oenlacd &l oslteg.®
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Tireetive, Fo. 4 A7 o CG IX Lo.or Oord., O
L Lec. k3.

or: tion Srasctbov,

\..?

T5h AT Lo Fhoce SA Eeoorts, 59 Tovw.-31 Tee. <3,
Eicsory, L& comber Comd., Leo. 43,
Ut AT Llob Znoce 94 Bemords, 23 Uov.-3l Dec., 4O,

i,
Bid.,

"oroseborr (merotlons o:ainet €7 Sitos.t

Ltr., w/0 J. lleloub to Ho, A5, 35 Des. 43,

Vs sowing: 360 eltes $o 21 Jom, 44, Gooy Lo, 97,
9th AT let Tamge S0 Zonorte, 29 Jov,-3l Ive, 47,
Higtory, I3 Joubor Comd., Lee. 43.

A Eevietw of Ay Cperciions Preonorvetory §s, ond in Suwindrt of
Gaeration . Faldlil

1st Fhose J4 FReporte, 80 UoT.-31 Dea. 435 Llstory, IX
Bouser $ozd,, Tee. &3,

-..-.I“-l_r'?é’? (W-— LY, areroton $o Srnold rirmed Jnderson,
a3R8D . 37 Feb, M

Tietory, IX Dirater Cord., 18 Cot.-31 Doe. 43,
Iisbory, 3E4%h Jicaler On,, Lee. 43.
Interview vith 5%, L. E. Oriencn, 17 1w, 405,
1oid.

An-ell ucao, Tnewy Drdd of 10 Dee, 43,

IZ —ouer Cond, Idstions (Summory), 16 Oet. 43-11 anril £,
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66, History, +% Scabor Cond,, Jen. 44,
67, l.id,

63, Fi~tars, BEOU Domb. fq., Amo. I, Jem. 445 nlro Interview vith
Th, 7. . Criscan, 12 Bareh 1040,

oz, IX Figntor Conmd, ldgelons, 1 Jon. 44-31 Jom, <4
70. Fq. ZAQ, OES, Bemort 2, 2 loreh &%
1, Hirtory, IX Fichater Comt., 1-3L Jou. Z&.

a3, O-Il 6293 (1¥-1-44, Giles to Arnold FEKBO=7E, 12 Jon, 44,

2%, CIOSL-0Y Swarcry of Inforr-tlon £, mremared by ¥iv. of Intellisence
(Trit.), 8 Jon, 44,

¢,  OROSSEG) Swu.ory of Informtion &, 18 Job. 44,

20 Jrn. 44t
. History, IX _omver Coud., Feb. 44,
75, Ha. IX 45, Tirective for Tactienl Xombor (morntions, o Teb. L.
7Y. Bidi.
€0, Iuid., 11 Feb. <=l

£1. Sth A%, Adv. Ia, Tet. directive for Toe. romber C(ons., 21 Icb. 44,

#9, Ameadmont 1, 286 Teb. <4, to Direcetive for lne. Sorher {oas.,
oL Ech. &4,

3. Ddetor:-, IE womber Comd., Fob. 4.

g4, I¥ Sosfser Cond, Comne, Suruy ries, T'ob. 44l
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Ay vipietyr ety Infop—obion Snuvy X, JaRE. 19 Teb, 44, HALlied

-

attocts on 000 AlrTiclda,! in A-T Dib.

QTen (2-8-80), “fucrt o Iieccoll for Eenry, snd, Slesuhouer,
. ,:121..” 1 Tareh 4,

Eictory, IZ 3ombrr Comd., Jeb. 4L,
Tictory, IE Fi-hitcr Comd. rnd &I AS0, Tob. 2,
Eictory, ZE3%n Tipnter £o, . Jeh, 4%

Eirtory, IX Figuter Cond. znd XIX adu, Teb, 44,

Hirtoryr, 3B4Gh TL hter Gu., Job. <4,

Torficoring S8 }_ic’:,orica’,l rhuly on ner syvllcotione of elcebronica
teseanicuern to roricl variore.

A, Fo. 9th AT dirccebive, Hasbicrl Yorbor (neretlons, 4 Loreh <1,

Tir., 6 405 o CF ¥th AT, 10 Mureh 4.

Afe, Ta. 9%k 227, Roetienl Howver Cwerntions, 185 linreh &4,
Inig.

pos

Yo, n”, Yeekierl sombor Crersiions--AXE, 25 lhreh 4,

Tictory, IX Eorbor Cord., loren 4L,

Tigtory, 14 Ti htor Cond, ~nd XIX L5J, lapeh &4,

Lr Uiniskre Jectly Imtelliccace fws ozy, 87, 18 loreh 4, in
jﬁ-nJ ..-iDo

diechory, IX Hovber fond,, lnren £4.

Loid,, Zshibit 4-4.
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14, -I.-T050 (1-4 _,*_) Gonred to Zigooll for Hewry, symd. ZHisenhoier,

. ZFLE0S 8 ,u... iny i,
n n

115, O -I0-223G5 (ul 41_), donrad o Bigeell For Henry, emd. ZHeerloveor,
Colm34, T0 aren 44

-

118, $-I0=l2048 (1a-P-44), Ieiph-laldlory do Jrxmold, 25656, 18 lloreh &4,

117, G-I-1ARE (MD-4-<d), Oonrod to Ziseelld Tor lenry, esmd.

Zleerhorrer, L3525, 22 llorch A4~

118, Anmex 5, 97 Dob, 45, to dircetivo, Tre, Zomaer Crus., 0 Tob. 44,

112, Forort, Telnorshilits of Towpet T3 1001 to Mbtoes by the IS
Poziecr Cozzcand," 2 lnreh 4£<, Sdndbit DOY  in Hctory, I3
soraer Goxd,, lixen &,

T3, Ivdg.

173, Ioic., Sswomlenmenbing: Zewort of 2 ilreh 44, 4 loxch 44,

122, Ihig., 11 larca &L

120, Ibid., 11 Ifarch &5,

154, bid., ", »’; rad 11 lUnrel S48,

1258, IDdstory, IX Jozbcr Comd,, lurch &°,

186,  1Talrnerchbility of Srrpct 2. 1001, % (Swwwleronting Zeworts of 2, 4,

znd 11 Vnreh 19¢L~) . 30 Yereh £,
127. Hiclor:, X Somoer Cond., (lLrek &8,
123, xanibit DRUL, indd.
1t3d. Iantervienr vith Lb. L. E. Crismon, 175 llorch &4,

1, " A

BPCA A,

o

139, Intcrrormtbion Tevorts, Ijnuiden roic, 25
. 151. Lictory, 5204 Zowd. Cn., lnreh 41,
1a2 0id

133. EBlcoiory, 70th Tigaber Tins, larvch &7,
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History, iX Pifbter Oomd, ond SIX A4Lo, larek 44, Ml
Histowry, G7th Tze. Fen. 6o, llarel Z4.
See Oonsolidetod Surmarics Cocrotlone [Cogumg/ for fnrll £,
Ceorge newmo, —ifort wpoinet ¥4 Sitcee, 1-15 Amril, 27 Aaerll o4,

Gi-IT-200s (~ ~2ndd), Gonrcd %o olrsell for Eenry, ermd. Slgenbover,
, DAoL, T Aoxil S

Gogung, arril 41,
Tictor=, LX Firater Comd, cnd IS WA, Joril 44,

Tolctyme, dq Ix Bomor Cord, to G0'g oll tvinrs cnd rowms,

15 Aoril 4<, in idietory, IX Somber Jomd., Jorll A4,
Aneall, tThe Tiret Six lVonthe of the inth [ir Jorce in Sritoln,t

Thid.

Ivid
Inid

o *fn lI Et\u il}[‘j_
' ‘ . |
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o gources for studices of the Linth Alr Toree exiet in pener-
ous murbers, thualcg to the exeellent voriz of Lt. Col. I. I, Georse
rd inj. R, O, Snpoell, Mintk Adr Doree historione, wvko carefully
pepenblol covice of orders, direcbiver, unit histories, meworcndume,
monunle, ckorte, ond omerctlionnl swraries and forvarded then fronm
the thecter to the Historienl Idvicion, ACfL8, Intelligence. GCertol
myeciol ctudics uere wromored by thece Listorions to ermloin gome
eormlex mroccdure or to erll attentlon to tho more elgnifiecont
develomacate. Chese rezorts were found o0 be esweclelly wvolunble
px thie *miter.

e best bistorics iero u:;u;:ll;-‘ on the com~ond level, those
of the IX Zombor Commond bein~ eorcelplly useful, as ther sere vell
uritten onéd rich in docuzeontation. La tke lover leveols, the hisg-
tories of $he 3E4th Ilphter Growo and the Z5Stn Iishter Bcucdron were
outrtonding.

Itmortont documents Lor this piuwdy verc nlsce found in tho Aul
Gontral Tiles (eitcd o0 vith deeimol) :nd in the clogrificotions
Greot Sritcin, Tunicic, cnd Vorth Africo in Cffico ZTervices Tiviclon,
AC/AS, ¥ons. In cédition to thece sources, cables and vorious
onerational swwirrier werc congsultcd, Unless cmeclTicolly nobed,
doevmonbs cited vill ve found in fhe Lrchives of the I-Iistorica.l

Livision, -
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Aocendix 1L - Orsanirablon =nd IDulld-up of the Dinth six Force in
TI0 to 9 June 1S44.*

The taildw=un of the Uinth Jir Toree in Fritein beron 16 Oct 40
vhen 'nj. Ocp, Srevebon rosuned comracd in this Xhe-ter, The doy
vefore Lt. Cen. —aker had tuken commond of the United States Army
Alr Forces in the Unibed Cipgion snd esteblicked Ha,, USAAFUK, On
thet azy, 1b Oet 43, ke issued the Tirst of o reriec of Letter
Urdares, Tile Z20.82, treanforrins wnits fron the Zighth to the
tAnth Air Torce, subiorizing the seblivetion of nen unibe from
caruul wools ln the theater, znd sasigning units umon thely srrival
fren the United Stubes ond obher thenters, Jbe wrocedure has veen
for o1l unite to be send to USALITE (or ite ruccescor USSIAF) for
gllocstion within the theeter as between the Zigkth and Hinth Jir
Yorcer., Only = humdful of units hove come ecmmeriked for the linth
Lir Force, Xu genered, the Brodley Flen es modified by the recom—
mendstions of Ool. Sayler kes set the mattern for the Linthls
structure, %hot structure hae Peen filled in by the sssignment
from USALTUE, or USSIAY, of walts ukich vere celled for vy the
Brodley Plen vad leber moddficabions of 1t autkorized by Leshington,

The eommond of a1l clererdts of the VIII Adr Junvort Conmand &nd
of Lhe VIII Taeticsl Alr Service Arca Command was assumed by the
CommomGing Genersdl, iinth Alr Foree by Secetion I, &. O, lo, 101,

16 Oct 4%, The notivation of Ho, wnd Ha. Ba., IZ Wroon Cerrier
Cormend, wos directed oy Sechicnm IL of the same order, dhis
gebivetion viz sceommlisked tF G.0. Lo. 3, IX Irsop Cerrier Cozmande
Sinet the Hose, I Mghter Corracd, IX Zorxber Comacnd and I Alr .
Service Comwnd hnd errived or werc skortly arriving from Hhe Niddle
East, the key kesdovorters for tke tremendous evmonclon o come

werc then in beips., Section IIT of .0, 0L enmovnced, smong others,
Bris. Gen. Viector H, Strekm ze Chief of Staff, Maj, Gen, Benry J.E.
Jiller rs Commondirg Gener:sl, IX Alr Force Service Comnmend, 3Brig,
Gen, ~ivwood R, Swesade os Gle, Ik Tighter Comv-nd, Brig. Gen,
Benjemin F, Giles as C.C,, 1X Troop Carrier Cemmand, end Col., Samuel
re Anderson as 0.C., bintk Bomber Jommend,

By ¢.0. No. 102, 21lco 16 Oct 43, the units thabt had Teexn
trensferred from the Siehbbh Air Force were prrcelled out to the
four Commeands, with the excention of a few thet were ascirmned to
tre linth Air Foree, In this e=ce, 2s in =11 subsegnent onen, only
the sseirmment of lerpsr or key unite will be discusred. By this
order 15 Bomber Conrerd wos assigmed the Mo, ind Ho, Sn., O7d
Borterdnent Tins snd the 722nd, 78308, J86th snd 287th Bombardmerd

* “xeernt from Memorandum vrevored Z1 Junc 1944 by laj. Fobert Ce
Anx=1l, Hictoricsl Secticn, Ulnth Alr Force.

.
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Groups (1I) each with 4 couadronc, “here hnd formerly been the
malostey of tihe VILII Alr Suoport Commend. %he T4 Fighler Cormand
reccived the o, snd Yo, £0., 44th Bomberdsent bing (L) and the 6%th
Eeconnaiszcnee Greup witk 5 semadrens, The Hq, of the 44tk Bombard-
ment hing wig tleo assigned to thot Comneznd., To tke IX Troop Carrier
Commangd wee seclirned by the come order, in sidifion to i%s Eq. aand
En, %0., tke ¥o,, Sibtk Iroop Oerrier Srown with 2 souedrons, To
the IX Alr Jervice Commsnd wes rssipned, cmong mahy units of lower
eckelons, the He, ond Be, Sa,, VIII Tzetieal Alr Service Area
Commard and & Alr Tepot Groups. Yo Ho,, Ninth Air Force, was
asziened the He. and Ho. S9s, VIII Alr Sunrort Compend snd the
imrorbent Z1st Wecther Souvadron and 40th IHobile Corumicatbions
Sonadrone

The Troow Czrrier Commrand received additionszl unites by G.C.
To. 105, Hg., Iinthn 5ir Foree, 22 Cob 43 = the Ho, mnd Ho, Sgay
80t Troon Corrier Win«. end the Ho,, 4%4th Troop Carrier Group with
4 pouadrong, ~hcce assiznmenbe wers effective 18 Ceot 43, The 434th
droon Carrier Groun and the Z15%h Troop Carrier Group kad slresdy
been seeigned to the EOth Srcop Carrier Ving by IX Txoon Corrier
Comrmerd 3. O, o, 3, 16 Qot 43,

vith G.0, Zo. 10%, Ho., Hinth Alr Force, 23 Oct 48, began the
nroccns, destined to contimuce for soversl meonthe, of sctivation of
Alr fervice Conmmrmd urits, tke merconnel of ukich hed, for the most
mart, eone oversens o catuzle. Ey this order slone 37 such unids
were cobivated, Ome of them war bthe Jhst Iremspord Group.

On 22 Oct 43 was nrovisicnally activated Bo, ond Ko, Z0., IX
2ir Serviee Connand Brse My Derobt fren, This wae reocompllshed by
Service Comvend G.0. 0. 19, 2% Q¢t 47, baced upon suthority
conteined in Letter Ordors, lidnth Air Torce of 24 Cct 43,

The Iiinth Air Foreo wee ebill smell &t the end of October. Zhe
S0U Strepgth eport on the Tlet of the month chowed only 32,478
officers and men ssclzgned and ebbtacheds

Lifective 2 Tov 43 the 435tk Yroep Carrier Grour wrs nesigmed
to $he Troow Carrier Commend by G.0. Yo. 109, Ho, lLintk &Alr Force,
8 Lov £%. EZifective 4 Tov 43, this Groun wer sesirued by G.0s Foe
10, Ho., IX Troon Carrier Commaxnd, <€ lov 43, to the S0th Treop
Carrier Ving, <uis orought the totel of CGroups asecigned to that
Comnemd snd thot Ying o 2.

Anotker Groun wos cesigned by G.C. Do. 119, Ho., Iiipth Alr
Force, & Dov 43, Thils wor the Z54%h Fighter Groun, destined to
Yecnme the sowcclled Floneer Mustang Group, It was assipned $o the
1% Sirhter Comsund, effcetive 2 Mov 43, ond leter it was ncsigred
by thet Comzard to the L00th Fighter Wing, (G.0. Lo, 20, Ho., IX
Tirater Cowrond, 27 Lov 42).

»

[T [, “;'—)'aff;fi’.
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At the tesinning of the develomment of the lLinth Alx Force in
Eriteln the units of Scrvice Jerme zssociated with Tactiesl Groups
r=d teen oscigned to tre Tighter, Somver or Troop (arrier Comminds,
G.0, Lo, 117, 4 Zloy 43, reflectbr w chenpe ix molier, sinee it
relieves such units of thelr scrimment to Jsetical Cormends and
asrisops thom te the I Alr Service Gommard, This has remained the
rractice since that debe.

The Bn, and Ho, Er,, Ninth Alr Foree Mace Alr Tenot Ares wes
eotivited by llinth Alr Torce Go0. Lol. 125, 12 Lov &3, ard arsigned
to IX Alr Service Comncnds The 122h Rerlacement Coutrol Depol wns
cariomed, offcetive § lUov 47, to the IZ Alr forvice Command by G.0.
Yo, 120, Z1 Yov 48,

the flrsi ineclusive document concernins the Jroon Daosis of fhe
Sir Torces in the EI0 since the estiblisiment of the Vinth Alr Force
in Britain i the or Deot. hroow Fucis of 8 Yov 43 (Inclosure #3),
The voefuldnesy of thie document for the Listory of the winth Aly
Force is lesroped Ty tke factd bhet no senarstion is pade betwedn
unlte 30 bs 1nrortioned to the Ilghin and to bthe Jinth Alr Torcese
Yowvever, it is bthe aubnorlty for the sssippment of units to tne
Linth Alr force Wy USAL:K (USSLAR).

L mort imrortant $.0. in the build-up mrocess vas lic. 125,
Ho., Idinth Air Force, 12 Vov 43, It redesirnoted the Eu. and Ho.
S0y Ord Dombardment wing ant the Ho, and Ho, Sg., 44th Lormbardment
Ting s the Fda, oand Mo, Sc0., 98th cnd 99th Combot senbsrdment Wing
(M) resceetively. (At cbout this time tie last penmed wanit was
trengferved Tropn the IX Mghter Comand to the 1K Domber Commard
by trletyme order, Chic transfer ves never mublisbed in s Linthk
Alr Torece do, %,0,)s The stme 6.0, directed the redesignation of
the Ho. znd Fo, S0e, VIII dacticsl Alr Sceviee Area Command zs
oo zrd Ho, Sg., Uinth Air Torce Jdiveneed Depot Avea Command. This
var effectssd by Sir Zorce Serviece Commerd GuQ. Mol 32, 17 Nov. 43,
Fefore this took vlace bthe unld wes relievel of sasigoment from the
IX Mr Service Comnmsro end sssirncd to die Ldvameed Alr Devot Ares
be Air Serviee Comrnd 3.0, Toe 23, 11 lov £3, effective 12 Tov 43,
{ ke sdvarced Jir Decst Arezz, of which there wers lster two, were
desirned each 50 exercise sunervision anl conbrol over 3 Jactlceel
Ar Derotse)

Twoe irmvortzab unite wer: sobivated by 3,0, 125, Hn., Linth
Sir Coree, 12 sov 43, wB€se ore bthe 2%ih Gomb=b Somberdment Wing (),
vhich wre assigned to Ia Zomber Commaxd, wnl tie Lo. nnd ke Stay
+izth Alr Horee Fase Derot Ares, which wer nz-igued to the IN Adr
Service Corrand, Sy &ir Servies Cozmend CL0. Lo, 3o, 28 wov 43,
Ta Ay Service Commang Brce Air Ternot Avee wre dlcbarnded znd the
personnel as~isned to the Iinth alr Yorce bace Air Depot Arci.
Jbe Brme Adr Usnot st 3overstock vas sef up Ty IX Alr Service
Cormend (.0, Lige &7, 2 Dec 44,

i oy [
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By 0.0, llo. 127, Eo., .inth Sir Zorce, 16 lLov 43, Brig, Gen.
Tole D, Einmrn woo snoeaunced s femmonding Gorexd, I4 Alr Defonse
Comzexd, 35 5.0 L8, He, ninth sir Force, 84 lov 43, the 100%h
Fighter Ving wi.es ncetivated. By another Linth Adr Torce G.0. - Lo,
123, 27 Dov 43 - thig Ving wioe reeigned to tke I Fighter Comnmend.
snother FlokSer Wing ~ the 70th - fogether with the 35Tth and 362ni
Firhter Crouns = - orsionoed, effechblve 7 Dec 43, to the IX Fignber
Commrni by GeO. oe 146, Ho., binth Air Force, 16 Dec 43, Uhe E54th
Groun ven relicved fron asciprment to the 100th Fiydter Ving and
aqasirned o the 70tk Flohier Wing 5 deys enrlier, by Fightzr Commonl
Fele 0. Fl, 2 Lec 43. By thc nane ovder the &57th and 383n1 Groups
wers assimed to the T05h I, hber Ving.

Durins Dovedver, the Jinth Alr Force hod proun fasht, By 20 Doy
&3 trese voro 45, 853 officers saxnd men in the Colly Strenzth Esnort,

&u dsmorsaat develowment wos th zeblvotion b Wianth Alr Torece
GaQs Moa 123, 4 Do 42 of tho Hae ced En, S0., IS Adr Suncort Comeand.
It wees 2saiped b0 the X Fisuber Comrzonl, Ool. Clazrersse B, Crumarine
csmazmed commnnd By G.0. Yoo 1, IX Jir Suprort Comarnd, 4 Dec 43.

ihe foar orizinad Zonter Grouws were astioned to Winss by
Borber Cozxwd G.0. Mse 67, B Doc 43, The 323rd r~od 38762 went to
the 28th Coubnt Bordardmeat “Arn (U7) 2nd tle #2223 qnd 286tk to
the S9th Cozbat 3onbarduent Ving ().

A study made zs of 8 TJec 47 by EHishorierl Section, Finth Alr
Toree, revedded thed ob that time there were 409 uchbivnbed units {not
:11 of them orionired) in tke Ulnth Adr Tores., Of these, 10 hod
cone with the inth fron the 1iddle Zask, 225 had beon transferreld
from the Zishbl Alr Forece, &5 had eome s unite fron the United
Staber mnd hod veen onsifaed o the Yinth by UGESUR, ond 119 kad
Beea ~ctivated from casunl wersouncl in thkic Theaster, (Sce Chort,
Inclosare 73). The chart beirs oud vhat is mown to be the fact
that taetienl orsanizotions -arrived in thy trector as complete unibs,
vherces scrvice orcenlzablons come ln larse mensure as caguals.

ihe IMintl Lir Fores orgoxizatlon o of 3 Tee 472 is zhowm in
ubbacked Crart I, Ire rouns under IX Alr Scrvice Comnpnd cre nob
Siven since $hs vere soon therectfbor relzted bo Tactlesd Alr Deposs.
% Lo srnorend from buls ckard bthat foctically the Uinth Air Force
woa copraxizaboly one~fourth comvletes 2% bthis tinme, 11 of the 45
ultimcte Tnetienl gzroups belng wreosaont.

The 488%a 1 Truclz Resiment woz assizgnsl to IX &dr Servies
Cormicnd by Uinth Alx Toree 5.0. lo. 146, 16 Dec 42, effective 10 Dec 43,

The 100th Fizhter ing was sasigned to the IX Alr Supnord
Commnnd by Fi-aser Comnand G,0. Lo, 23, 12 Dec 43, Ho., 67tk
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teconnaissunce Groun wos redesigncted Ho., 6Y8h Tacticnl Recomnalssance
Groun oy Fi-htor Commond G.0. 1o, 145, 16 Tee 4%. The Fighter

Commomd was shrengthened by the nsslennent, effective 0D Dee 43, of
the Ho. end Bn, So., 7lst Fightor Wisy and two coanlebe groupe,

the Z67rd erd Z35th Fipghter Grouns (SZ) by Tinth Alr Force G.0. Dol 2,
4 Jen 44,

The only otier Commend Yo cken~we firing tre remuinder of Decenber
woe the Alr Service Command., By its G0, I'o. 40, G Leec 43, tie lst
Ldvoneed Aly Denot Area voo egtabllisked at Dosely Court zzd the Zud
Advnneed Alr Denst Ares st Srboerficld, effective 15 Dec 43, By (.0, 43
of the srme Comxmond, 14 Dec £3, the do, 2ud Ho. Sv., 2nd Advonced Al
Tapat Arez, IX Air Serviece Commond (Prov) was redesisnated as Ho. and
Ho. So., 15t advinced Alr Demot Aren, IX Alr Service Commund {(Frov)
and coeigned Bo the lst Adyenced Alr Depot dres. oy bhe same order
Bo. znd Ho, Sv,, Finth 41lr Force Ldvanced Tenst Aven Comnmand was
nuciznel to Znl Lévarneed Adr Denet JAresc. 4 larre nurter of other
units vere #lso scrirmed $¢ eooh AADA. By orders (rumber unimown)
of tke lst sxrd 3nd ALDSYs on 36 Deg 43 the six Toeticyd alr Dewvobs
were officiglly eet uw, three ko emch AADL, ke ceb-un 2b that Sime
e indleated by IN Alr Service Comumnd €0, lo. 2, 4 Jon 44, as
followns

1st TAD = Torth Withan
Ind TAD - Stonsked
2rd 1D - Grove

464 TAD = Chiormy Dowvn
S%h TAD v Zealds

6th TAD - lembury

Tre Tirst three were uvnder lst AATS, the second tares under 2nd 24Da,
Lober Mo, 4 wos noved to Hinsgton-~3o oulze snd Yo, 5 b9 Chilbolton.

Bris, Gen, Elnmen wze velicved from acci-nment to IX Alr Dofouse
Commomd snd maslensd to 2rd Genersd Hosplted by Uinth Alr Porce
Sreclal Order o, 343, 14 Dee 43,

Yhe Eg, omd Fo, Subtiery, 52od AAL Brimade was assizgned to @inth
£ir Force Ty Letter Order, USLATIE, 17 Dec 43,

ite developnent of the I IZaglneer Cormond wes foroshadoved by
the acsisprent of the Hure, 925th and 926%h Snrineecr Regiments (&vn)
to the Finth Hlr Torce by C.0. Uo. 1348, 21 Dec 43, o5 smended by €.0.
To. 113, 28 LZor 44, By thic ocuondzent the effective date of assizp~
nant o the Air Foroe was 26 Dov 45, bthourh the units d4id not srrive
ir this thester until the snring of 1844,

Galns in personnel durine Decaalicr brouszht the Alr Foree total
to 62,194 by the end of tie monbb,.
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In oddition to those alresdy remtioned, imporisnt changes were
made by G.0. Lo. 2, Bo., Jinth Lir Torce, 4 Jen 44, Ihe Ho, and
Hoye B0., AIE A7 Supwort Counend, wos activoted, os wes the Hq, and
Ba. So., IX Lir Toree Adviaccd Tepot Aren Command (%2}, This latter
unit vag oqelgned bo lst ALYA by Alr Serviee Command G.0. Ho, D,
8 Jun 44 md D7 the sexme order Ho., snd Ho, So., lob AATA, IX Alr
Service Commamd (Prov), wns cisbanded,

On the sams day = 4 Jon £4 = the 100tk Jichier wing was
relleved fror smssignment bo the 12 Air Sunrort Comnend and wselpned
to the IX Fi-nter Command by Linth Lir Forco Gu0. io. 2, 4 Jan 44,

Iy G.0. 1.0. 10, Eoe, winth alr Fores, 11 Jin 44, the Eignth
Air Force Ilabrounsit Depod Groun was as~isned to I3 Alr Eervice
Commard. It wos vasigmed to IX Alr lorece Bree Alr Denot Srea by
Alr Service Commond &,0. ilo. 7, 13 Jan 44, eifeetive 2 Jan 44,

«az meriod fron 2V Jan bo L Teb &L vos © nost lmnortomt ome in
the develomment of the tun Alr Sunport (Later Toetiesdl Air Commends),
Tvo new Jichter Groine, the E6th wad 368th (85), were ansigmed to
I¥ Fisbber Coimand by G.0. lo. 22, 27 Jan 44, Zhece were furdker
ascirned br Tl vber Conmend 6, O, Lo, B, 22 Jan 44, to IX Alr
Sumnort Commenl, efTeetive 1 Feb 44,

Cn 4 dra 44, Brig, Gen. Zlwood R. tueseda wos relieved as
Conmendine Ceneral, IX Firhter Comrmand, snd amnouncad as C. G.,
IT Adr Curmort Comtans, by G.0. lio. 23, Ha., Jinth Alr Force, (He
acsumed comend by ¢.0. Hoe 2, IX iix Supvort Comuznd, 17 Feb 44),
This teticn nade 1% opponr thet the IX Fishter Comuond was zolng
out of exisbence n< wn operciing unit, Otker units beside thase
plrecdy nenbloned assizoed to I Alr Sonwnort Commend, effectlve
1 Feb 44, by Fighter Cowmand 6,0, 1o, &, 52 Jan 4%, were Hg, «nd
Ha. 8Bo,, Tiek Yighter Wine, with the 366th znd 368th Fighter Grouns;
Hoo rod Foo Sa., L0D6h Tighter Vings 70th Fishter Wing wlith the
2ZSdth, ¢57th, 755ad, Z63rd wné @63tk Figater Groups, together with
the 67tk Incticerd Recounalsacnce Group. A trade of groups with
the Dishth Lir Force took ploce = effective 1 Fab 44 « the 3576h
Pirnbur Group belns relieved of assiyorent to the IX Alr Saprport
Cormond exd the Z8638th beime conigped to that Comnand by Ninth Alr
Toree .0, o, 73, 9 Feb 44, Uhi« rerloced s kustong proun by a
Pruecebbolt sroun, ake shift vis made within the 70%h Vilng, She
25%th weins relisved from thof YWing by IXN air Sapvord Commund
3,0, Vo, 9, 15 Teb 44 and th2 IZE8%h bein~ wsri;med to thot Wing
ty 6.0, Lo. 5, 10 ¥eb 4%, Lole cetion evidently relievel the Z63rd
sad 2553k Grouws frosm bhe Tlst Lin:; zund assigned the E86th snd 348tk
Grouns thernto,.

ire sotwon of the two alr Sumport Coumends was furbher complicated
by what smounted to sn exchmnge of names on 1 ¥eb 44, Yhe IX Alp

-
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Suprort Commond, which kod Tecn nb Aldermaston Gotr’c:‘lvasl. !ﬁfainsferred,
less personnel and ecaipment, to liddle ¥Walloep, while the XIX adr
Sunport Command, vhick had been at licole Vellown, was transferred
less personnel cnd ecuipment to Aldermaston (Fighter Command G.0.
0. B = 23 Jen 44, effective 1 Feb 244), 3By 6,0. lo, 1, XIX Air
Sunrort Cormcrmd, Col. Clarence I, Crumrine sogured Command of XKIX
Air Supnort Ceznesd. He uns relieved three deys loter by Brize

Gen, 0. P. Terland who assunzd command by G, 0. Yo. 2, ALK Adr
fup-ort Jonmand, 4 Feb &4,

The 84%th Fiynter Wwing wes csoigned to IX Alr Support Commsnd,
effective 4 Feb 44, by Nintk Alr Foree, .0, Ilo. 30, 2 Feb 44,

Zhe name of the Air Service Coamend was changed to IX Alr
Torce Service Comword by on unnanbered nexorasdum, Ho., ointh Alr
Forea, 22 Jon 44, Tke En, ord Fa, So,, 20th Roviacerent Control
Dewot wos activited by Uinth Air Force .0, lo., 24, 31 Joa 44, and
vas acsisued to the IX &ir Fores Service Comzand by G. Q. Lo £3,
4 FTobh 44, offective 31 Jrn 44,

& 1urze lrecrccse im cize of the Alr Force wes recorded in
Jemmary = more thoa 70,000 officers and mens dbe tobed ot the end
of tie month wos 89, 24,

Zhere vere sever-l new units cocizned to IH bomber Command
early in I'wbru.ry. <he 30Lst Lombardment Groun wag assigued to the
Command effectiva & Feb 44, by Liunth Alr Fores G.0. Lo. 30, 9 Feb 44,
Lffective the sane doy it was sssirued to the 98tk Combat Bomverd-
ment YWing by Bomber Commend Co 0. Yo. 41, 8 licr 44, Effective
4 Teb 44, the 416th Borbrrdzent Group was assirned to the Bomber
Comzend By Linth Alr Forec G, O, lo. 30, 9 Feb 44, Hffcctlve the
ceme doy it was aselsned to the 97th Combat Bowbardment ing by
Homber Command G. 0. Jo. 38, 1 lfzr /4, The Z44%h Fombardment Group
was cosigned to tho Bember Cemmead, effsctive 14 Feb 44, by Ninth
Adr Force G, 0, llv. %8, 22 Tcb 44, cnd was furbhey gssigned so the
99¢h Combrt Bombrriment Vines, elro c¢ffective 14 Feb 44, by Bouber
Commong G, Q, o, B8, 1 Mar 44,

IX Troop Carrisr Commerd oleo exnended during Febraary. The
436tk Troop Cnrrier Groun wos eseirved to it, offective 4 Fed 44,
by Linth Adr Forece @. 0. lo. 30, @ Feb 44. This Groun had been
ascismed Tty Troon Carrier Cepranl sdmost o month before to the 50th
Troop Onrrier Wine by thot Comreamidts Go O Toe 2, 10 Jan 4%,
cffective 14 Feb 44, Fhoe o, ord Eqe So., 53rd Troop Carrier Wing
andl the £57th Yroop Oarrier Group vwere actismed o the Troop Cerrier
Cor=crd by 'lnth Alr Foree 0, C. Yo, U8, 22 Teb 4, Inc 437th
Groun wes evidently assismed to the B0tk Wing, though there ie
no Troop Carrier Commend G.0. on thr subject. A reassignment of
proups toolr mlree effretive L& Zeb 44 by Iroon Crrrier .0, 0. 7y
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17 T 44, The T1B%b frouv wan relieved from the D0th Wirg and
perdirmed to the Bond, {clthkowrd that Yirs var not cssismed to Troep
Crreler Commemd until 21 llry 44), vhkile the 4053k end 477th vere
relicves from the 50th snd pesirmmed to the 53rd Wing.

Yhe Hce ond Ho. Zattery, Blot AAA Brisade was atbeched e
Tinte Alr Force for adainietr.otion and operstion by Letter Ordere,
USSPAT, 14 Teb 44,

Fre JT08h Fighter Groun (3n) wae zgglrned to IX Alr Supmort
Gorre rd, effective 14 Fob 44, by Gul. 0. 78, Eo., Jinth Alr Force
22 Teb &4, and wis furtker asgicned to tre 7ict Fi-hter Wipng Ty IK
Ay Saprort Comrand Gal. I0. 9, 18 Toh &', effective LE Feb 44,
du Linth L1 Force G.0. 1o, 37, J1 Feb 44, tlhe Ix Tighter Cormand
ceme back into the wleoture with tre zmnouvneercnt of Brisr. Gore
Tuerndsn ze Commendins Cencepesd, I Dipghter Corpend, in eddition to
otrer dutler,

Lffcetive 24 Teb 49, itus 10th Fhoto Groun (Recanraiﬂsance) wWae
roeiyned to Uinkk Air Foree Eo. pnd stteched do IX Adr Support
Comrand for trcining (F.0, Yo, 42, Ha, Linth Lir Toree, 1 Mar 44),

3y Cinth Alr Torce %.0. No. 40, 25 Teb 44, Briz, Gen, Frul

Le Willicnc vog ennounceld s Correxmdinmy Genersl, 1A Troop Carrier
Commarnd, viec Brig. Gene. Yenjsmin Y. Gller, relieveds

kn exnnocion of some 13,000 officers nad nen durirg februsry
troucht tke Air Force totil bo 117,975 by tke end of thot wonth.

Jhe rtyucture of the Tinth Adr Forec, go fir g oriceipsl unite
are concerned, st the end of Febroswyr in ghown in Chrrt 1I, mttached.
Thig chord rovesls thzt the Dinth Alx ¥oree wog then sbout kaldf
courlcte tacticrlly, thouph i% wrs nrerin: corrletion in service
nnite,

By I Adr Sworort Commond 6,0. lUo. 13, 8 ler 44, the Z86th Fizhier
Groun wen relicved from cocignment bo the 708k Mighter Uiny tnd
carimned to the £4th Fickssr e, effective € Uty 44y also, 2
equedrone of the 67th Tectieal Hecommaicsimee Group, the 12th and
15th, wers =-de cyniloble to the XIX Alr Suvport Comnmend for opersticns,
thouch reralininge wnder thelr Groun for céministrebions

- G, O, Yo, B3, Eo., Linth 2ir Forcse, 12 Mor 44, nmade geveral
imporsrng agriprrents, The 402tk Bombardaent Groun (L) was cssirmed
to the Borber Cowmicnd effective 7 Var 44, (It wzs Ffurtker sssisned
to the 37th Coubct Tomberdment Wies by Boxmter Commexdls G40, lo. 49,
24 Ver 84, effective 7 Uor 44). By the ssme linth &lr Force G,0.
the 405th prd 371lst Fiphter-Dorhry Groups werd assirned to the IX
&ir Saprort Commrzmd. (3ke forxmer yar norisned to the 84%h Fighber

e -

| - o~ i--i
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dings, crd the lebbor bto the 100th Fizhter Winr, effectlve 12 lnr 44,
by IX Air Suwport Uomnozmd G.0. Tos 14, 18 ler 44), Also by Ninth
Ar Torce G.0. Do, B2, the 30Urd Fighter Vine wos cssicned to the
XTx Adr Supmort Commend, effective O Hrnr 44, 3By Bomber Comumznd .0,
Fo. 44, 14 Yar 44, the E81st Groun was relieved of essigmment te
the 98tk YVino and assigned to the S%th Wing,

258

There vere meny additions fo, and rengsirmnments within the IX
Troop Corricr Com:zand in larch, One Ving end nine Groups were
cesipned o thet Commend - the 478th ond 4Z2th froups, by linth
Air Force 5,0, . 6%, 18 Ilar 44, effective 11 Mar 443 the 440th
Growr b linth ALir Forse (.0, lo. 82, 29 lar 42, effective 26 llar 44y
the 52nd Zroop Crrrier Winp snd the 6let, 3L76h, 314th and Jloth
Grovns by I'intk 2ir Farce G.0. ¥Yo. 82, 29 lar 44, effeetive 71 ller 44y
cnd the 4417t and 442ed Grouns by Jinth Aiy Foree 6,0, Yo, S0, 5 Apr 44,
effective 71 Mer 44, ibe four grours thzt csme witk the 52nd VWing
renained aorlpned to that Vinzx, The £538th srd 479tk Grouns wers
anrizned to the EO0th ¥Wing by Troop Corrier Commard G.0. Yo.o 9y
25 Feb 2431 the 440%h and 441s% Groups, o 80th Wing by Troop Garrier
Command Gele Lne M4, 21 Har 44, effective 21 liar 44; and the 44808
Group to the some Wing by Troop Carrier Comrand G.0. Yoo 17, 30 lzr 44,
Grouns formerly assigped to the E0th “iing were relieved of thet
eo~iqntent 2nd erciomed to BOrd Vire ns followst 424tk snd 436th
Grouns by Zreop Crerier Commrnd GuQ, Zwo. 10, 1 lor 44, effective
G Yoy 44, prd the 436th Greun by Troos Cexrier Conmand G.Q4 Do. 17,

50 Mor 44,

Yinth 2ir Foree G,0. Jo. 52, 12 Mer 44 chenged the statue of
the 17th snd 20th Replacenent Control Depote from assignment to
IX Alr Torse Serxvice Commard to nbtzchment thercto, effective 2 MHax 44,

Wwinth Alr Force &,0, Wo. 63, 1& llax 44, assizned bwo new (roups,
effective 11 Ner 44 = the 324%h Eombardment Groun to the Zomber
Command opd the 474th Fighter Group (IE) to the IX Adr fumsort Command,
“he former wro further oesigned to the 98th Combst Boubardment wing,
effective 7 Mexr 44, by Zomber Comnond G.0. Mo, 48, 24 lar 44, TIhe
intter was aseisped & tke 1C0th Fighter Wine by IX Adr Support
Gorrmend $.0. To. 14, 218 llnr 44, effective 17 lar 44,

The Incincer and Alr Tefense Comrande which hrd been conterpleted
for & lom; time, &nd which exicted asg Hos, only untll 20 ler 44,
wvers on that dzy cstzblished by tke sctivation of their s, and Ho,
Zno. by Ninth 4ir Force G.0. Yo. 8%, 30 lar 4%, G.0. Lo, 84, szme
6oy, rnpounced Bris, Gen, 11lism I, Richardson =s Commanding Ceneral,
I3 Air Defenne Conmnord, ~nd Brig, Cen. Jrmes 3. lewmsn ns Commanding
Gorersl T¥ Zr~inecer Commrnd, Jhe Ba, and Fa, Bobteries, Blst and O2nd
Aak Brigades vere velieved of sttrclment to I'inth &lr Force Hos end
attoehed to IX Afr Defense Commani by sinth Air Yorce &,0. Yo, 87,
2 Aoril 44, effective 70 Mnp srd 27 llnr 44 recpectlvely, 3y the same
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G.0. the 955th end 923tk Lnginecr Repinents (Awvn) wers relieved of
togisnnent %0 Enplneer Hes. and aesipned to IX Epgineer Commond.
The 920d ord 924th Lroinecr Repiments (Lvn) were sssigned to IX
ingineer Commend by G.C. lo. 94, 7 Apr 44,

With the lerpebs sirmle month's growth in ites kistory ~ nlmoct
58,000 ~ the totzl rereonnel of the Uinth Air Force reached 150,741
by the end of linrch 1S44,

& nuber of new Flgnter Groups were odded to the two Alr
Suprort Commeznds absut thiz time, Effechive 3 liar 44, tke 48%h
Pi;kter Croun wis zesigned to IA Alr Surrort Comrcrd by linth
Lir Yoree G,0. Lo, 20, 4 &Snr 44, Effective 4 Anr 44, the 35th
and T70rd Fignter Groups (SZ) and the 406tk Fighter~Zomber Group
vere oosismed to the XIX Aly Support Commsnd by Linbh Alr Force G.0.
o, 93, 7 Apr 44, {These three were further assigned to the Z0Trd
Fighter Uing by ZIX Teetiesl Alir Command &,0. Tlo, 3, 7 May 44,
effective 4 Apx 44), Also by Linth Air Foree G.0. lo. 93, tre
50%h end 367tk Flghter Grouos (SZ) and the 404th Fishber Ecomber
froun were arcigned o IX Air Sorvert Cousend, effective 4 Apr 44,
The E0%h cxd 404tk Crouns were nesiszned to the 84th Fighter Wing
by IX Alr Suxyport Comumend (0. Lo. L7, 10 Apr 44, effective 7 spr 44.
By IX A%r Furport Commend G,0, lfo. 17, 13 &vnr 44, the 48th, 3E7Lh,
TTlst and 474th Grouns were relieved from the 100th Fighter dWing
and sssigoed to the 70th Diehber Ving effechbive 16 Lor 44, (There
is no record of the 48th ond 367tk Grounrs ever krving beon cocigned
to tre 1%k Tigkber Wing). by Tinth Adx Foree G.0. Io. 71,

23 lsr 44, the 1GLbh Fishter Wing wee relieved of avsicorent to
I Fighbocr Compymwd erd acsirmed to XIA Adr Suprnort Comuund,

An Lnportont change of nime cceurred 18 Loy 44 when the two
Air Sunzort Conrende vere redegigncted thie IX syd NIa Toetiezl Alr
Commends, (Ninth &ir Foree G.0. lo. 103, 18 Apr 44). By kinth
Lir Foree 4,0, 0. 116, 23 Anr 44, the 287th ond F705b righter
Groups {S2) vere redesigonted as (LE).

1% Soober Commend changes during ivril were few. Iy I8 Bomber
Corrand G.0. 0. 54, < for 44, tie $7thn Combat Bomburdment Ying (2I)
was redeslgneted as the 97th Combab Borbardment Wing (L). The
lact two Crouns, the 397th mnd 41Cth, were srclzred to bthe Command
by Uinth 4ip Foree G 0. Yo, 93, T for 44, effective 4 Apr 44,
ihe T97th vns necigned to the 98th Wing and the 410%h to the $7h
by Bomber Commend (a0, Loe 68, 21 Aor 44, effective 4 Apr 44

Lhe Borvice Commarné olgo cherped 1ittle Juring ~pril so far
ac me jor units is econcerned, Iy Tinth ilr Force (.0, liv. 104,
18 Anr 44, the 15th end 20th Feplecement Control Denots were
relieved of atbochuent to IZ Alr Torce Zervice (ommand snd vere
asciened bhereto effective 1Y Sor 44, By Linth Alr Force G.0.
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fo. 11), 22 Apr 44, the 466tk 7] Truck Jeriment vas redesicnoted as
the 1585%h (I Truck Regiment (&vn) Sv.

Aoril 1i.e zaother month of tremendouns growth for the inth Alr
Foree. fotol nersonnel aseigned ond attoched 30 Anr 44 vas 175,725.

By Tinth Air Torce &.0. Lo, 1235, 6 iay 44, Drig. Gen. lyron
B, Vood vas cmnounced as Comnanding Cenersl, IX Air Force Service
Commond, vice llaj. Gen. Henry J, T, lliller, relieved., 3y USSIAY
Lettor Grderr, 13 lay £4, IX Air Force Buse Alr Tepot Area vas
relieved of assignnent to the Uinth 4ilr Force, tub by aly Force
Service Command 3.0. Do. 72, 17 oy 44, Ho. omd He, So., IN Alr
Force Base Air Derot Ares wus atboched to IX Alr Force Service
Cozmand for rations cnd ourrters only. Advance Ha., IX Air Force
Service Commrnd was esbablished by that Commendts G.0. Lo. 73,
1¢ llar 44,

& double~reveresl with regard $o IS Dngineer and IX Alr
Defense Commands was involved in Winth Air Force G.0.1s Yos. 129
and 145, 10 ond 22 Moy 44. The former activaited Ho., “nglneer
Gommund (Prov) znd Ho, end Hge So., IX &ir Defense Command (Prov)
as of 20 Har 44 ond rescinded linth Lir Torce G.0. io. 83 of that
detes the latter dicbanded the tvo provisions] units rnd established
the tio Eecdounerters on o reguler basis.

The 48th, 357th, 37ist ond 474th Groups uere relieved from
the 70th Fighter Ving ord cesigned to Ho., IX Tectical Alr Command
by that Command's &.0. Lo. 7, 25 llay 44, effective 14 liay 44.

The 3inth Alr Torce growth sloved dowvn duxring ilay, since the
structure wag pretty well complebe, Under current plans, only
the IX Air Defenze Commend would grow much thenceforth, os new
units become abttached o it on the far shore., Fhe total of personnel
essizned cnd ebtached & oy 44, woas 184,702,

Tinth Alr Force G.0. Lo, 157, 6 June 44, redesigoabed Ho,,
Tinth &ir Foree ce E¢., Uinth Air Jorce (%enr), and Advenced Ho,,
Tinth Alr Foxee, os Ho., Vinth Air Force,

{Signed) XHOBERT C. ALGELL
lizjor, AC.
Historicel Sectlon,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Aovendin B

Fc. dnunriars
Sinth Lir Torce

LFQD 858, 24 Dec 402,
lievzaranias consernin, Sources of Valts of Uinth Alpr Torces

Tee whtoched table shovs 31 wunite of the Uinth Air Foree
g of 8 Tze 43 accordin » to tleir rource. Tug beszice deta werse
obtaised from letter ordsrs, Ulidldlly from Graorsl Ordecrs, Linth
L Torecs txd iros I.a reporice Ihe bible 1ls subdlvided by trues
of anibr, mmd cubwbobelo are glven. Todo $401c ooy be of sirmificance
in showingt (1) $2adncd welfn, e,o., those from Uporth Africe wnd
those fro- the VIII Alr Torcss (2) Unite resuirin~ trcining in BIO,
Coiey thoo2 rreivins frow the Unlbad Stuboer rad (2) unite reauiring
opcoanizetion ood Srdning, €.y Phsos ackivited Y Ske Ninth oiv

———

Force in Si0.%

{5i n-d) EQELED €., ALSEL
I~ jor, AC
Eigtoricud Section

* Thir meoersndun and secsswoirine: tedle vore sunnlesentad oy the
ckaxt ervcuring followin;- we 26 in the text,

[xh]
L
[dn]
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VEMORANDUM TOR THS GOMMUANDING GEVERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES: (Attention
Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Intelllgence, Historical Divislon)

Subjeet: Critigue of Army Alr Forces Historieal Studies:
No. 32, Ninth Alv Force in the ETQ, 16 October 1943
1o 16 April 1944
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VEMORANDUM FOR THE SOMMANTING OEFYRAL, ARMY AIR ¥ORC2S5: (Attention
Ausletant Chief of Alr Staff, Intelligence, Bistoricesl Division)

Subject: Orlitigue of Army Alr Forces Historical Studles:
No, 32, Hinth Alr ¥orae in the B0, 16 Qetober 1943
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VEMORANDUM FCR TRE COMMANTING GEVERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES: (Attentlion
Assintant Chief of Air Ltaff, Inteliigence, Historical Division)

Sublegt: Critigue ol Army Alr Yorces Kistorical Studfes:

No, 7, Ninth Alr forge im $he ETC, 15 Gctover 1943
3o 16 apell 1044
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FUVOTAT TV T Y DL 0T STLVT G R L, ARMY AIR ToaCinr (Attentlon
swsintnat Chief of wir “E€pff, Intellirence, Elstorienl Hivision)
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