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SUBJECT: Report of Ll6th Bombardment Group (L), IX Bomber Command Field g \
Order No. 226, Terget Conches Airfield, on 7 March 194k. J E_:’

.'& I

70 : Commending General, IX Bomber Command, APC 638, U.S. Ammy.

Is mﬂtﬂt

a. Chart showing track actually flown and track briefed,
(See Annex "A"),

o

b. The box of 20 4-20 aircraft scheduled took off at 1335,

gssembled and begen climbing on course at 1346, leveling off at 12,000
feet indicated altitude just South of Gravesend., The English Coast was
crossed (cutbound) at Beachy Head, All rear guns end turrets were test
fired epproximstely half way across the English Chamnel., Rendezvous with
escorting fighters tcok place at the point end time scheduled and the
formation proceeded on into France entering the coast &t the point briefed
on. Evesive action was talken on eressing the coast and until leveling out
on the bembing run. The bombing run was level at 12,000 feet and at 230
mph, IAS, with a heading of sprroximately 50°, Scme 15 to 20 bombs burst
along the center of the SW - NE Funway with & cluster of approximately 8

, bombs bursting 150 to 200 feei to the right of the first cluster, A

left turn on to the target followed by & left turn off the target was
completed., The formation at the time of the release was good with both
the right and left flights well in and forward, The rcute from the
target and leaving France was ae briefed and mild evasive action was
4oken, Slight inaccurate flak was encountered on the completion of the
bombing run and at two points on the route back from the target. The
1apdfzll was at Beachy Head at an altitude of 8,000 feet and the colors
of the period were fired. Al this point 3 A-20B's dropped ocut and
landed &t Friston for lack of gasoline. One A-20G-25 landed at Mawkinge
because of minor engine difficulty. The box elosed up end continued on
to bese and landed without mishsp at 1600.

11, bings
a. OConsolidated plot of bombs. (BSee Annex "B"),
b. Ko photograprhe taken.
¢. Diagram of the formation at time of bombing. (See Annex "C%).
d, 1. Method of sighting for formetion: Synchronized. Teed
Bomb Sight M-T.
2., M¥amual bombing approach was used,
3, PBowbing Run: Turned om course to 055° teo target,

Evesive action from right to left given by Bombardier, roll out on target
in time for 40 second bomb rum. Bombs awey at 14564




Point:
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L, No difficulties exverienced on btomb runm,

5e Average length of bomb run: 40 seconda,

6, a., Description and Mzlfunction of Bombing Byuipment:
Severel bombs failed to release. Probable mel-
function of Bomb Racks. (See Annex "D"),

b. ¥No arming wires were missing on return of mission,

e, Deseription end enalysie of the memeuver at the Initial

Came inte Tnitial Toint at 146° turmed left to due north, evasive

action taken to the lft in order to roll out at 055°.

I1T.

Iv.

\

Hneny &AX Cuuosition: Wil.

dnti-Adrerelt Defepses:

8e 3 milea SE - lisieux - Ileovy, weak, inaccurate,
3 miles NW - Conches A/D - Beavy, moderate, inaceurate.
3 miles ¥ - Port Authou - Heavy, wesk, inaccurate,

b. Normal evasive ection carried out.

(See Annex "Ev),

¥eather:

a, Weather Chart, (See Annex *F®),
be l. Forecast:

BASE AT TAYECFF: .5 to 8 comlus with bases 2500 to
3000 and tops to 5000. Visibility 2 to 3 miles due to
light haze.

ROUTE OUT: .3 to .5 cumlus clouds over chamnel in-
ereasing to 6., to .7 8t French eoast. ¥No medium or
high clouds, Tisibility increasing to 6 to & miles
over channel and France,

TARGET: L4 tc .5 cumlus bases 3,000 tops 5,000, No
high or medium clouds., Visibility § to 7 miles.

ROUTE BACK: .7 to «9 cumulus over England otherwise
same as route out.

BASE ON RETURN: ,7 to .S cumlus and streto cumuzlus

with bases 3000 feet and tops to 5000 feet, Visibility
I to T miles in light haze,
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Interrogation:

BASE AT TAEECFF: ,3 cumulus clouds with beses at 3000
feet and tops &t 5000 feet. The visibility mas 6
miles and the wird was 06 at 10 miles per hour,

ROUTE OUT: The cumilus elouds increased to .6 to .7
over southern Englend with tops to 6,000 feet. Over
the channel apd France the clouds decressed to .1 to
+2. The visibility wes unlimited,

TARGET: o1 %0 .2 cumalua with tops very low. The
visibility was unlimited, The wecather did not affect
the mehil'IE-

ROUTE BACK: Widely scattered low clouds over France
apd channel with no low clouda over England. A few
miles inside English coast .5 to .6 Alto cumlus with
bases well above planes, Estimated 12,000 feet.

BASE ON RETURN: L5 to .6 Alto cumlus with bases at
10,000 feet, The visibility was 7 miles and the wind
was 06 et 10 miles per hour,

VIl. Commnicetions Eouirgent. Tes epd Melfupction:
(See Annex "GY).

.

D

One aircraft failed toc become airborne because of radio

failure, No other difficulties experienced.

VIII. [Fighter Escort: Good support.

ANNEXES:

Annex "A"

Annex FEY
Annex C®

Annex *"DW

Anpex "E®

For the Commapding Offieer:

Chart of Route Briefed
end Route Flown.

Plot of Bombs.

Formetion &t Time of
Borbing.

Report of ¥alfuncticns of
Adircreft Ejnipment,

- Rapurt of M:rilanea lost,

bortive on

Dperatinna.
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Annex "F" - WYeather Chars,
Annex "G" - Communieations (Y¥8) Report.
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CONEIDEKNIIAL
COMMUNICATIONS (X8) REPORT )

10 IX BOMBER COMMAND

Lo

FROM : 416TH BOMB GROUP (L)

-

FORM "x8" NO, A-YS -8

DATE AND TIME OF OFPERATLIONS B = 7 MARCH 1944

8 QUADRONS & A/C DETAILED ¢ - 668 (6) A2-E2-Bl-CGl-Cl-F2
669 (2) E3-A2

€70 (7) C=A=B=N=E=-F=D1
671 (6) E=-Al-D=-El=G-Fl-Total 21

EQUIFMENT FAILURES AND CAUSE D = 668=C, VEF RECEIVER WEAK IN AIR
BEING RETURNED
669~E3, VHF RECEIVER WEAK IN,
BEING EXCHANGED
670~-F, VHF NOISY, CHECKING BOND-
ING INTERPHONE WEAK, RE-
PLACING AMPLLFIER TUBE

NAVIGATIONAL AIDS USED E ~ NONE
MF FIXES F = NOT APPLICABLE
HF BEARINGS G - NOT APPLICABLE
SBA H - NOT APPLICABELE
VHF PERFORMANCE I = SATISFACTORX
A/C TRANSMITTING ON COMMAND BOMBER
T0O BOMBER (TYPE OF MESSAGE) J - NONE
A/C RECEIVING ON COMMAND BOMBER
(TYPE OF MESSAGE) K = NONE
A/C TRANSMITTING ON VEF (TYPE
OF MESSAGE) L = 668=C (FORMATION INSTRUCTIONS)
i 668=C (UNABLE CONTACT COMMAND_
CORTROL)
A/C RECELVING ON VuF (TYPE OF o
MESSAGE) M = ALL NC (FORMATLON INSTRUCTLONS)
WING FREQUENCY (MESSAGES TO ”
AND FROM) N = NONE
REMARKS ~ 0 = TRAFFIC ON CHANNEL C NOT
READABLE
ANNEX * @"




	
	
	
	
	



